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Arguments againft making

Slaves of Men.

Argument 1,

Heufing Mens Labowr, ard not paving

them tbe Value of s (cxecp: the )ae
bourer gives it) is unjuft and there-
fore unlawtyl.

But the making Sleves of Men (whether Nea
groos, A . diuns, or others) is Ufing their Labour,
and not payinig them the Vaiue ofic.

Therefore the making Slive: of Men is une
lawful.

A¢. 2. Viclrnee is (in ordinary Cafes) vnlaw-
ful, But mvak g Staves of Aden (againft cheig
will) is Violence.

Therefore muning Slaves of AMem, is unlawful.

Arg. 3. Punithing Men wirhour Refpect ¢4 any
Evil ;bey have done, is unlawful.

But making Slaves of Negroe, 1s punithing
Men without R.ipc& to any Evil they have
done, Therefore the Making Slaves of Negros

unlawfol.

We fhould think it a fore Punithment to be
made Sia1es our felves

Arg 4. To make men Prifoners, who bave
ke no Law, is in ordinary Cafes) unjawtul.
But 10 make Slaves of Negros, is ro make men
fifomers, who have bioke no Law to diferve
1Ce
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it. Therefore to make Slaves of Negros is une
lawful.

Arg. §. Compelling Men to that which will fure,
ly bring them to Punifhment, is unjuft and un.
lawful,

But making Slaves of Negros, is compelling
men to that which will furely bring them 1o
Punifhment, Therefore making Slaves of Negros
is unlawful,

It is a general Obfervation among the Negr.
Mafters, that Negros will not be good without
often Bearing, and that may be (many times)
very fevere.

Arg. 6. To banifh men their Country, who haye
committed no Fault to deferve it, 18 unlawtul

But to make Sl/aves of NNegros, i3 to banifh
men their Country, who have committed noFault
to deferve it, Therefore, to make Slaves of
Negros is unlawtul.

Arg. 7. The neceflary laying before Men Tempe
tations to fiz, is finful and unlawtul.

But making Siaves of Negros, is a neceilary
laying before men Temptations to Sin, There
fore the making Slaves ot Negros, is fintul
and unlawful,

Expericnce proves this, by the Scorcs of At
gros that have murdered themfelvcs, for no otk
caulc but becapfe they were madc Slaves and
banithed their Country.

Arg. 8. Man-flealing” (deferves Death by the
Law of GOD, and) is unlawful, )

But making Slaves of Negroes is Man-tealsng,
Therefore making Slaves ot Negros is unlx\;f“;

rg.
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Arg. 9. Parting Manand Wi%s (procures God$
Curfe, and) is unlawful,

But making Slaves of Negros is (often times)
Parting Man and Wife, Therefore making $!a-
ws of Negros isunlawful ; and Thofe that buy
them, partake in the Sio,

Objed, Tbey are Hearheny, and make =9 Seruple
of it sn their otrn Country,

Anjwer. The more need to avoid doing thofe
things which harden them in their Heathenifh
Wickednefs, and toavoid partaking with them,
and making them Worfe.

Arg. 10. Thuat which brings People into une
neceflary Danger of their Lives, is unlawfui.

But making Slaves of Negros, brings People
into unneccflary Danger of their Lives. Therees
tore making S/aves ot Negros, is unlawful.

How many live in Dangers, and how many
have [loft their Lives by their own and their
Neighbours Negros ¢ For they knowing thema
felves Staves, care little for their Lives, and
fear little chofe Offences for which they muft
be put to Death,

Arg. 11, That which cannot be donc without
Cruelty, is unlawful,

But making Slaves of Mem for gain, cana
not be done without Cruelty. Thercfore making
Slaves of M:n for Gain, is unlawtul,

We (hould acccunt it the greateft Craclty
and Robbery to be fo dealt by our felves.

. «irg. 12. The ufing AMen as it they were Beafls,
13 unlawful.

But making Slaves of Negras, is ufing Men as

If they were Beafts, C Theee-
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Therefore making $laves of Negres, is yn,
lawtul.

Arg. 13, To deface the Image of GOD, iy
unlawful,

But Robbing Men of their Freedom, is Defa.
cing the 1mage of GOD.

Therefore Robbiny Men of their Frecdom, i
unlawtul, ’

Arg. 14. To make Slaves of thofe to whom
our Saviour has commanded that his Gojpel
fhould be preached, is uvnlawful ;

But to make Slwes of Negros, is to make
Slaves of thofe to whom our Saviour has com-
manded that his Gofpel fhould be preached,
Thlercfore to make Sloeves of Negrosy 3s unlawe.
ful,

Arg, 14. To encourage othersto make Slqves
of our fefow Chriftiansy i1s unlawful,

But to make Slaves of Negros, is to encourage
the Afahometans to make Slaves ot Chriftians.
Thercfore to make Slaves of Negros, is unlawful,

Arg. 16. That which is a Stumbiing-tiock to Une
keliewers, anda hinderance to their Converfion
is unlawtul, and one of the Worft of Evils. but
making Slaves of Negros (or Indsans) is a Siume
bling.biock to Unbel cvers, and 2 Hindcrance to
then Converfion, Therefore making Slaves of
them, is unlawful, and une of the worst of Evils.

Avg. v7. That which Weakems the Arguments
of Coriftians again@ the Hearben, and has a Tene
deney to caufe fom- Wesk Chrifitans to tum
Malometan, is unlawful, .

But To make Slaves of Negrosy does all this.

Theietors
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Therefore to make S/sves of Negros s untawful,

Chriftians are inexcufably required to make
the /mnocence of their Lives a ftrong Argument to
convince fuch as know not the Truth, Aar. 5.
v. 16. Butby this Vioknuce (which was one ot
the Sins of the O/d Worid) and other vices, the
Heathen will fee no more Excellency in our
Religion then in their own.

Ar. 18. The doing by others as we would nor
be done by, is Sinftul and unlawtul.

But making Slaves of Negres, is doing by others
as we would notbe done by.

Therefore the making Staves of Negros, is une
Jawful,

Arg. 19- That which occafions Men to murder
one another, is unlawtul,

But making Slaves of Negros, occafions them
to muiser one another,

Theretore making Slaves of Negros, is unlawa
ful, and oi:z ot the Worlt of Evils.

The Negros male War, and wmmrder one anoe
ther to taxe Caprives to Sell for Slaves,

Arg. 20. That which_brings a Reproach kpon our
holy Religion is uniawtul,

But waking Slaves of Negros, brings a Reproach
upon our holy Religion. Theretore the making
Slaves ot Negros, is unlawful.

/ Objeit, Negroes are more hapyy when Slaves then
ree,
dnfo. If thit were true, fo are fome Whire
Men;, butis this a Rule to make themn Sloves ?
ur for once, we wifl fuppole what fome Mca
fay tovc true, Thatgives ¢ Negro bss Frecdom and

Ca e
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give bim the Galows. 1t is when they are bronghe
into a Country that does not agree whith their
Conflitution (as might be largely fhown) and
this fhows it the more unlawtul to bring them,

Obj. 2, But they Murder one anotheriand Tyranmge
Cruelty over their Caprives in their own Conntry 3 and
§¢ 15 a Merciful Deed to bring them into a Land of
Safety, althougis they be made Slaves by ir.

Anfw, 1. Thatis alfo too much ufed among
Chriftians, and fo the fame Argument may
be nfed by the Turks to juftify their making Sla-
ves of us,

2. If we can help them and prevent fuch Crue.
eilty, it ought to be by Teaching them better Exame

es.
f 3. OQOur Taking of their Captives, does ene
¢ourage them the more in fuch Praétices.

4+ By buying their Captives, we become Par-
takers with them, and harden them by our
Exanmple,

5. Letit be put to the Confcience of fuch as
buy them, whether (ordinarily ) any part of their
Motive be to help the Miferable ? or whether it
be purcly and only for Gain?

Obj. 3. It is betrer for a Captive to be made 4
Slave then to be Murde:ed.

A%/ 1. | never heard that whena Man faved
his Neighbours Lifc, he was to have him of
fell him and his Pofterity for Slaves, Supnofe
he were at coft todo it, a lefs Reward may come
penfate that )

2. Suppofe he had never been a Captive but

for the fake of your Buying him, And fuprofe
fome
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fome others have been killed for the fake of
the Price, whereis the Kindnefs then?

Obj. 4. Some Men could not ger their Living, if
st were not for their Negro-Slaves,

Anf. 1ft. Poverty docs not make Robbery
Jawful,

2. Poor Men that cannot get their living
without them are not able to buy them.

3. If a man be able to labour, he can fo well
earn 2 poor Living (at leaft) for himfelf, as
his Negro (who cannot labour without Food)
can earn a poor Living for himfelfl. And if a
Man cannot Labour, his Neighbours are indebted
to (God that they) help him.

Obj. 5. A Slave that has a good Mafter bas a
more cemfortable Life than bis Mafter, be being
free from care,

Anf. Your way to prove this Argument is to
give up your felf and your Children tobe Slaves
to geod Mafters, and have nothing of your own,
and labour as the Negros do, who have good
Mafters ; For if it be not an Argument for your
felf, how can you force it to be an Argument for
anosher ?

Some Negros by being broughe into a  Chriftian
Country, learn the Chriftian Faith, and to fome of
them it becomes the Means of their Salovation, mhich
does Ten Thoufand times comp:nfarethe Slavery of
their whole Life.

Anf. Some Men that are hanged, are brought
0 Repentance by the Expeftation of their
Speedy Deithy 1s this a Rule to hang all Per-

fons that take little care for chcir Salvation
: becaufes
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becaufe GOD fometimes {inh¥s mercy) brings
good out of evil ?

2 We will acknowledge that fuch Mafters
as take a diligent care in rbis, dofar better then
fuch as ufe their Negros as if they were Carrle,

3. | have not heard of one Mafter in five hun.
dred that do {fo much as bring their Slaves to
the publick worfhip of God.

4. Grant that you are inftrumental of their
Salvation, |sit not Simony in the fuperlative De.
gree, when you not oply take your Reward of
them, and thatin this World, and that no lefs
will fatisfy you for a little good Counfel, &c.
than afl they have in the World, and their
Children after them? And if you will be paid
(fo exceflively) in this world for this good
Work, | know not how you can expelt your
Reward in the Next.

Obj. 7. Canaan was toke a Servant of Scrvants,

Anf. tft. A Prophefy of what men will do,
is neithera Command nor Permiflion to do it.

{ 2. ltisvery unlikely that near one quarter
the World [viz. all the Negros] (hould be the
Pofterity of Canaan, who were al mott rooted
oot of the World by Fofbus ; and alfo thacano-
ther Quarter of the Werld, viz. the Jndians of
America, fhould be bis Pofterity too; yea, and
the Indians of the Eaff-Indies alfo (for which
of them alfo they make Slaves,)

3. It was not faid it fhould be fo to the
End of the World,

4 The Canaanites were Servants to the Chil-

dren of Jfrael (the feed of Skem) in buiding Cit
18
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gies and Raifing Catele for them; and fo were
the Carthigenians to the Romans (the fced of
Gapher) who toon dfter received the Gofpel,

0bj. 8. The Cb:ldren of Ifracl had Lifence from
GOD tomike Slaves of the Heathen.

Anf. v. This was peculiar to the Yews/h Nats-
on, and no part of the Moral Law ; and if any
Society of Men can produce the hke Lifence to
tkem, immediately from God, and prove it, let
them keep Slaves alfo.

2. Then the Church was reftrained to that
People, but now the Gofpel is commanded to
be taught untoall People and Narions every where,

Obj. 9. Perhaps one Sort ot People (it they
objc& herc as they do in another cafe) will fay,
Tuere is mo place in the Bible thar has fuch Words
Thou fhalt not make Slaves, &c.

By a Retortion, | would Aufwer, No plaee
has thefe Words, Mahomer is & falfe Prophery &c.

Motive 1. Riches gotten by wronging the
Lahourer, is curfed, fie James §. v.2,3,4, 5« A
terrible place to fuch Men!

Mot, 2, Killing Men, muft be punifhed with
Dearh, bevaufe man was creared-inthe Image of Gad,
Gen.g. v. 3,445,6. And AMan-flealing muit be
punithed with Dearhb, And why? but beeaule
Freedom , which only makes Knowledge ufctul,
188 part of Gods Jmage,

Mos. 3. If we [ay, wg kmow bim, and keep por 1is
Commandup.ents, we lye, and the Truth s nmot in uty
1 Yobn 2,7, 4, Onec of his Commandments is To
dy as we niuld ke done by, Luk. 6,%. 3.

Mo,
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~ Mot. 4. There are feveral Curfes applyed ¢,
the Effect of making Slaves of Negros, as the
Parting Man and Wife, &c. _

Mo, §. There arcfeveral Capital Crimes at.
tending it, as Murder, Man-flealing, &c.

Mot, 6. It is a Brcach of feveral Commands
at once, As of the Eight, in wronging them of
their Labours of the Ninth, in the Reproach of
Slavery ; of the Sixth, in Violence and Accefs to
murder; of the Seventh, in Accefs to Adultery,
by parting Man and Wite, and fo caufing them
to marry othersy of the Firf, Second and Third,
by bringing a Reproach upon the Name of GOD
in our holy Religion, and fo hardening ldclaters;
in fome, of the Fourth, in giving them no
Time to play, but on the Lords Day.

Mot, 7. We condemn Rovbers as worthy to
dye, becaufe they Beat-A:», and fometimes
kill them, to take their Mouncy from them,
And we beat the Negros, and take them Captives,
and banifh them from their Country forever,
and take their Wives and Childrem from them,
and fometimes Caufe their Dearh, and all to get
their Labour from them; which is as much
worth as their Money, Canthe greateft Robbers
and Pyraces Qut-vic us?

Mor, 8. How will our Religion look amon
the Hestben! who can judge of it, and of Go
and of Chrift (in whom we believe ?) noother
way then by our Praltice. Is this the way to
win them ? which we are bound to endeavour;
But can we expe&t it, while we appear to them

the Worft of Men!
Can
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Can we think that God will take this Re-
roach to his N_ame, and his Truth, and not be
ftisied in taking Vengeance upon us. And
(hat it may be 1n the fight of the Heathen,

Mot 10. What a Curfed Gaim will this be, if
it be the Price of immortal Souls! Had wein-
fiead of Giving them the Worft of Examples,
endeavoured to learn them Chrift, from the
Time we firlt knew their Couatry, what good
might have been done !

Mor. 11. Suppofe the Cafe be yet uncertain,
in leaving of this Pra&ice, there is no Danger,
But who would veature fo great Injuftice upon
Uncertainty | And  ftop the Courfe of the
Gofpel ?

M. 12. So long as you do it, not knowing
but that it is a fin, fo long ic is in you a fin;
if it were in it felf innocent, Rom., 14. Ult.

Propofal. 1. That Sublcriptions be taken of all
Maft -rs that will fet their Negros free, and of
the Number of Negros fo to be fet free, that
they may be fent to their own Country,

P.on. 3. That Subferiptions be taken, what
each Man (Ncgro Mafter, or others) will give
;‘o defray the Charge of fending the Negros
ome.

Prev. 3. That fuch Negrosas had rather ferve
their Mafters, then go home, may be kept fill
(it being their Free A2, and it not being fafe
to have them free in this Country)

Prop. 4. That the uttermoft Pains be taken
to inftru@ them in the Principles of Chriftian
Keligion, that (if by the Gracc of God they
. may
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may be Savingly converted) they may be iy
firumental to converc their Country.Men y
home ; And who knows how much God m,
bleis tuch Piows Defigns, and how much )
Chriftian  [elf denying "Example may conduce
open the Eyes of thofe poor Heathen.

And fuch asare favingly conveited, the Lone
of Chrift will confirasn them todo t- eir utmoft ro
convert their Countrcy-Men when they come
to them.

Mor. 13. 1f this Courfe be inftrumental to
five one Soul, it will a thoufand times counter»
vail the Colit.

Met, 14 The leaft we part with for the Caufe
of Chrift fhall have am bundred Jola Reward,
befide Eternal. Life, fee Mat. 10. ult, Mok, 10,
v. 30.

Mot, 15 What Pains will men take, und
erofs the Ocean for worldly Gain! If we will not
do fomething like it for Spiritual, it is a fign we
have no part thercing See 41at. 6, v, 21. &c.

Mor. 16. What Glory will it be to Eternity,
to have been inftrumental toward faving one
Soul ? How much more, toward faving many/
Jee Dan. 12, v.3, &ec.

Moe, 17. It would be a fad thing in the Day
of Judgement to have mens Undoing therr
whole life, to anfwer for.

2Mer, 18. 1 know of no other way to make
them Reftitution for the wrong done them
(but.the Coft of fending them home to
be part, if they defire it) and withcut Reftite
tion (where it 1s poflible and the Wrong knm’-:’f?

Y
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ve know of no Pardon, See L.wr, 6, v, 4,5, 6,
¢e.
Mo, 19. We difgrace onr felves, and our Re-
ligson, fhewing our felves to be partiel and un-
reafonable, We condemn the Turks for making
slaves of us, and we make Slaves of others, We
condemn and punifh our Negros for feeking by
Ranning away to get their Freedem, and yet we
fould mitify our felves, and one another, in
doing the fume, if we were Slaves to the Turks,
or any others,

Now, it any onecan anfwer all this, and keep
g good Confcience in it, | am content. Butif
that be done, | have onc Morive more.

Mot. 20. When the Country grows full of
People, and allo abounds which Negros, poor
People will want Imploy, und muft either beg
or fcel for their Living, whicn will be no
pleafant thing to Rich oc Posr; and Rich
mens Children are fometimes Poor (efpecially
if their Eftace be gotten by Wronging the Lae
bourer) and (if they Regard nor the Honour of
GOD) 1 believe they would be loath to have
their Children hanged for Thieves.

Butl am amazed to think Chriffians (fo
tlled) who keep Negros as if they were Cattle,
3nd had no $nul! Who neither Teach them
themfelves, nor bring them to Gods Worlhip,
As if they feared the lofs of their Moncy by
their Negros Salvation.

Thefe Things 1 ofter to Confideration, de-

“@y
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firing wife Men to give their Judgment: o
1 have no defirc to hinder my Country-Mcn of
any Lawful Gain, but cannot belicve it lay.
ful to make men Slaves, but [ fee all thef
Arguments fully anfwered, Except they hag
rather be Slaves, than to go home to their owy
Country.

——

Written by a Native of America,
Sept, 14, 1713
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