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The Preface to the Reader.

| (briftian Reader ;
IT is not fingularity or Oftentation that

T appear in Print, but my Chriftian Duty;,

in Honour to God, and the Salvation and
well being of the fouls of men, in the Des
tection ot the Anti-chriftian Praflice i
making Slaves of them who bear the Image
of God, viz. their fellow, Credture, Man;
A Praitice {0 cruel and  inbumane, that the
more it 15 thought upon by judicious men,
the more they do abhor it; It being {o vile
a contradiZlion to the Gofpel of the bleffed
Mc(Gah.

And it our Negro-Mafters were put to it,
tobring an Inftance that a man denyed the
Chriftian Faith, Ithink they could not bring
aftronger Inftarce; then that he was found
m the Prattice of making slaves of men.
And furthermore, I doubt nat, but this may
be to fome a very unwelceme Theam, and
the; would woader to find their beloved
Detriah, the making Staves of Negros, and
Uhe:s rejc&ed, although the more mode?

11¢

Chriftians do full well krow, chat. I 1
A 3
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fhe Truth on my fide. And il thefe Lines
thould come to the Ifland of Great ‘britaiy
(my native Land) T hope the f{incere Chyri
ftians there of all Sects will commend my
Chriftian care, in detelting {0 grofs a cor-
ruption as this, ¢rept in by realon of the Fafe
and Gains it brings to our dumevican Chri~
ftians; And 1 hope the learncd Chriffians
there will admonifh their Amerscan Erethren,
for putting fuchan Affront upon the ever
bleffed Meffiah, and his glorious Gofpel. as
this their Praltice doth, n making Slaves
of Men.

This PraQice cannot but be very offerfive
tofincere and honeft hearted Chriféians,
that this Pratie fhould be heard among the
Heathen, to harden them in fuch heathenifh
‘Practizes.

And now, Reader, I am going to fhew
tlice a Wonder, and that 1s, this thity
years that I have been fn 4murica, this Pra-
&ice has been carried on almoft in profound
filence, which it is like the Negro-Maiters
will take it the harder to be oppofed now.
It is true, ohn Tilloifon Of Canterbary hath
two Sermons fn print concerning Reftrsuiior
and lic tells them there, that they cannot havé
Admittance into  Heaven withcus making
Restitutson of the wrong done to there fa/lo‘uf
Croarursy”
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Crzatyres.  And it this be applyed to the
~wrong denz to Negroes, I Have Bithop 77l
lofon on my fide. This and many other
excellent things have dropt from the Pen of
that (in many things, no doubt, an) excels

lent man.

-~ And Cotton Mazher calls the Inflaving of
Negroes, A erying Sin in the Land.

Adni George Fox printed againftfthis Pra.
dice, and fent it to the Barbadoes - Quakers,
such was the early care of this exccllent
manabove o'ty vears ago; But his Chri.
fttan Admonition was rejefted. Tt is true,
thcreare fome excellent fouls among them
ftiil, who camec out of Old Englond, that
Lave kept their Integrity, namely Fobsm
Sdtkilty Tiomas Chalkley, and others, who
wien they fee this Abomination a@ed by
theiv  Amzrizun ‘brethren, they openly beay
Tettimony in their publick Affemblies, and
declare againit ic (asIam credibly informed)

hiere was another Paper Printed by (I
think) G. Keub his Party at ‘Philadelphia;,
and half a Sheet was printed againft this

valtice at Loadon, called the Athenian Oracle,
But the mott of al] thofe writings I doubt
ire deltroyed by Negro.Mafters, that the
eader will ﬁndy them almoft as fcarce to

¢ found as the Phenix Ezz. And laft o]f
all
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all, T have appeared againft this Praftice
although I have lain wormant above this"
thirty years; forthe which 1 acknowledge
my Failure before God and man, and’|
defire forgivenefs of God, and next I defire
the forgivenels. of man; for the reafon thae
T was filent folong, becauf: I waijted formy
betters to undertake the work; and it any
had appeared in this Work, it is like I had
b:en{dent ftill.

Now whether they will hear or foibear
for the future, I hope to be clear of their
Blood, and it they will not repent and mase
Reftitution, I cannot help it jtor Lhave fath.
fully warned them of their Danger; ber I
carneftly contended for the Truth, and
hon:itly declared againft this Inzriching Sir,
in making Slavesof Men. And now I think
to end my Preface as I beganit, and thatis,
I chiefly delign the Homour of (ed, and next
the #elfare and Salvation of Souls. It hap-
pily T might be inftrumental to deter any
one Soul from being catcht wich this inriche
ing Sin, or in(trumental of the Repentance of
Reltitution made by oneSoulthat is and alrea-
dy guilty, then I defire they fhould give God
the Glo-y, and I make rto Queftion 1a having
wy Reward.

A
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And now to find the Longitude,
Many a Man bhath gone abouty
Bus the Perpetual Motson,
Our Negro Mafters have found outs

New-Ferfey,
if Monshy 1714

John Hepburm
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