130 Ameriearn Antiguarion Sociely [t

nnvisuad derree and ool of his lfe wes spent o help-
g orhers,

My own personal indebtedness o Professor Hull e
irmeasurable. About twenty-five yeurs ago he spont
considerahle fime in the Sourh, making o =tady of
mannszeript and printed resources o the ®tates from
Virginin 1o Ll!kii.\i.lll.l. me‘-]y without sollcitatior he
tovk numereus noles on Southoern nwwquwr tiles,
entively for the purpose of aiding me in the Bibi c;;~
raphy of Ameriean Newspapers then 1o process ol
comptlarion.  The actual phasioal work must bave
taken hom hundreds of hours and wided me to an
exireine degree. To ne one single person have T been
more ndebted for assistance in (he preparation of the
hiztory of enrly American newspapers,

Professor Hull was elected o member of the Aot

VAniiguarian Rociety in 1905, and althoush disianee
prevented b from wltendanee ol many mectings, he
oceasionally visited the Library and was o constant
correspondent,  alwavs helpful withonut thought of
return.

TRACY WILLIAM MeGREGOR

Tracy Willtnm MeGregor, philanthropist wnd hook
polector, shed m Woashingion, Mav o, Bde. e was
born st Berlin Helght=, Olao, April 140 t=680 the aon
of Thomas and Elizabeth Uity MeCireoor, Nine
vears Later bis fomily moved to Toleda, aond o 1800
to Deireit, i both of which eittes his father extahilshod
missions Tor the destituie, and otherwise ocey ;‘ 1i
hin'm'l' m ocharitable endeavors (o allevinne the salh
ings of the poor. When his Farhier diod 1o 1sul, tEu- s
was il his thivd vear at Oberlin College, and roturning
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to Detront, he immediniely gave up his wli(-“‘t- course,
and bognn to ey o s futher s cootivities i weltfure
work. Gradoadly be gove an hneressing intorest 1o his
new Lahors, wrestly enlirged the seope of his Tather’s
adins, e after his neeriage to Katherine Whitney in
1901, Largels devoted his Hife to solving the probloms of
humanity. s name may well have been said 1o be
synonymous with the history of charvities i Deiroit
and Mirhiocan,

When nearly sixty yvears old, he beeame interested in
ihe collee {m& of rare hooks, not ondy 1o build up i
colleetion of what was Dest in dbiernture sl history,
Dt also to provide some of fhe siadler college institg-
tions= with the menns 1o wequire the seurce books of the
countey’s early history, His wppeal (o the Smerlean
Hictorieal Associntion in 1033 to eneourage eollege
Ihraries 1o colleet Amerieans vesulted in the U3 Le-
Ciregor Plan,” whereby ceriain colleges could obtain
from a coendreal Tand the sum of 500 o vear for rure
hooks, with the condition that the college <hould ap-
proprinte an equal nmount, In this way many colleges
have been ensbled to aequire race books which they
eould not otherwize =ecure, and due 1o Mr MeGrogors
goticrous provision fur the future, the plan Tos continued
to operate xinee his death, His personad hbrary rapidly
grew in importance and value, The catholicdfy of his
taste wus indication of the hroad characrer of the ma.
The wroar hooks of English Tterature, the ooarhost
editions of the Ingli-h Bible, oceasioral exvonples of
incunabuly, and tmpertant boeks i the wide feld of
American historv- alb appealed to hime The fortunate
dispersal of @ome great braries of Amervieans of nue-
tion enabicd lim to add to his freasures most appor-
tunely. I arqu Hsition of the Williom G Mather
library of the writings of the MMathers in 1035 plaeed
hing in the forefront for New England collections, The
writer of this skeoh well remembers two visits 1y his
brary, or rather his office, In Washington, 1o which
ety he had revendly removed, 1o marvel that 2o mueh
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could be accomplished in so short a time, and to admire
Mr. McGregor’s familiarity with the contents of his
treasured volumes and the kindliness and sureness of
his judgments.

Mr. McGregor was elected to the American Anti-
quarian Society in 1935, after a friendly correspond-
ence which was continuously encouraging to the
officers of this library. His grant of $5000 to theSociety
to provide for the compilation of a Cotton Mather
Bibliography, under the able supervision of Thomas J.
Holmes, came to us only shortly before his death. It
was unfortunate that he could not have lived to enjoy
the completion of this important undertaking.
: C.S. B.

GEORGE ARTHUR PLIMPTON

George Arthur Plimpton, publisher and collector of
educational literature, died at his native town of
Walpole, Mass., July 1, 1936. He was born July 13,
1855, the son of Calvin Gay and Priscilla Guild (Lewis)
Plimpton, both his father and grandfather having been
iron manufacturers. He attended Phillips Exeter
Academy and then went to' Amherst College, from
which he was graduated with the degree of A.B. in
1876. He spent one year at the Harvard Law School,
but left it to enter the publishing business with the
firm then known as Ginn & Heath. He soon became a
partner in the firm which, after the withdrawal of Mr.
Heath, became the well known firm of Ginn & Com-
pany. He was active in the affairs of the firm until
the time of his death. He married in 1892 Frances
Taylor Pearsons of Holyoke who died in 1900, and in
1917 he married Fanny Hastings of Bermuda, who with
two sons and a daughter survive him. ‘

Although prominent as a publisher, Mr. Plimpton
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