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PALENQUE.

BY EDWARD II. THOMPSON.

VISITING Palenque, as I did in 1895, fresh from my work
among the ruined groups of Yucatan, the impressions
created aud comparisons made may he of some interest to
the Society.

I first noted how intensely tropical was the vegetation,
great barillas, mahogany and cedars, six, eight, and even
ten yards in circumference, towering sky-ward until their
branches seemed like interlacing threadwork. In this
tropical vigor of growth, the vegetation in and around
Palenque far excels that around Chicben Itza, Uxmal or
Labná.

Perpetual humidity surrounds Palenque. Situated as it
is near the high hills of the Sierra Madre, the condensed
cloud vapor of the region passes close by it or is deposited
around it. Water drips and trickles from its walls, form-
ing, from the excess of lime in its material, myriad little
stalactites and, in places, thin sheets of calcareous inirusta-
tion, as if the edifices were limestone caverns instead of
structures built by human hands. I searched in vain for
a long time to find traces of wooden lintels in these struc-
tures ; the lime deposits had so covered the spaces left
vacant by the absence of the lintels that the closest investi-
gation yielded no result, unti| at last, in a peculiarly pro
tected location, I found clear traces of a wooden lintel, the
lintel itself having fallen out or decayed, leaving in the
once plastic mortar clear impressions of the knots, even
the grain of the wood. This same percolation of lime
particles in solution, while obliterating certain interesting



features, ¡,s (iestincd to ÍHÍ an iinjiortant tactor in the preser-

vation of ihe rttineil struí'íure.s tlieriiselve.s. It is last

biiuli¡i;Z tlie niaterial , stiuies, mortal', sti icro. ;ini! all . into

one solid nins^j. that tiie routs i-aniuit wreiii'h a]);irt ov time

des t roy , lt. bids lair to niakc certain portion^ of the palace

as eLet'iial as tlie slones thoni-clves. The so-called '• sub-

t e r r anean ' ' e l i an ibe f s to the v\\i\\{ of the inner cour tyan l ,

looking ont of tho inner cin-rii!ov, are ^-iniply <'onil)ini;d

into one coherent mass of l imestone, a kiiiîtinpr íoir(;ther of

all ¡Kirts without j^roatly distnríiiiig tlii' orijritial oiitlincs.

These limi; incrusta!ion,-, prficeed so fasl that 1 noted a

plant whosii life at best canniit cxeeefl one •^(•ason. Vi'l

ííevcral of its leaves were wiiitencd hy a thin pcl l ini le of

lime incrustation foi'iniNJ from the i l r lppin^ iVoni a!)o\(!.

The " snhterraiiean " ehamliers \verc nol originally su!»-

terrnnean clianilït^rs n!, all , as a \(:ry few minntes ' obser-

vation served to show m e ; they were in reali ty the lowest

chanil)(;rs of one wxw^ ol' iiie palace, now buried h\' ¡he

ili-hris oí' the njijier stories and also i>y that oí' \\u', tall

tower adjoining them.

I noted lluit thi^ w;ilU of these cluunhers were once more

or loss (.-ovc'i'ed wÍ!h murai paintini^s, a narrow îiaiid six

inches in width exlendinji around the up[>er ¡lortion of the

vertieai wall, just un<ler tlu^ Jnttinir ])f)rtioii thai marks Uie

commencement ol' tiie arch, i ' jion this hand was ]!ainîed

a series of hierctglyjihics in i>laek |ii;.ane!U ontliiitMl in a

d e a r , hold manner hy the ifand of a master . XotinL'

that Ii piece of the tirst layer of silíceo was alKMit to

I'all. ] deta(;he(l it nnd fotmd heneaih it. as tVesh as if

(h-a\vr. and painted yes te rday , a hit of paintinu*, ;trab(>-^ijne

in design, with yel low, ret!, b rown, hlack and '^WMÍ colors.

Oouhtless . if tiie î)lurred and dlsliií'ured outer lav<'i' of

stneec were removed , the uncovered layer woidd ])resent

some wonderfully fresh and perf(M;t ^peeiinens of mural

1 ean hartlly find words tit to express niy admirat ion of



t h e s r u l p t u i v s l l is i inv- lu 'hi l^y \\w \-MvU ll¡al o i i r f

th i ' \ a i i i tu - . ,-aiH.iu:¡rÍ!'~. Tlu 'V i r f unu f ipma t ' l i r i t tiy a i i y -

t l i i i i i : î .iat I l iavc y^'I -cei i in Vui 'a ta iK h\\\ \\w s i ' u l p î o r s of

l 'a!i ' i i i¡ U' hail a- a în:iHH'!ai î o w n r k u p ' i n , w >1niif l a r

snptM-iítr l o úv.W |>(>-'c-siMÍ Wy t!i ' - ' ' of Y u c a í a i i . wwX li> tlii^

I a t í r i Kite a pTi'Mi 'VK\\ nf ih . ' M i p c r i n r Ütii-li ol t h e

Pi í lc imiH' w n r k . T h o Í-U>IU- Ü~CII ÍÜ J 'a l r l i . jUc wa~ :ll-o a

l i i iu-s ínne lik*- t imi of Y u c a t á n , ¡i it r xco in l i i i g iy t ine g r a i n r d ,

\Yxxà a n d h n n i t i a t c d . an<l t h p r t ' í b r r vu-i'(>pîi!'K' c f \w'\\\\l e a s i l y

wnrUi ' i l i n î o laruT >iiinoîli - I a h - n i ' , ' x r r e d i n g l y tiiu' t e . v t u r e ,

resciut) : inL' I " t!¡r ' ' y e a m ! toiicli ih«' liiir ( i c n n a n l i t h o -

p

T h e M ' u l p t m v d bas- iv! ie |V ¡W' T h i r l f r u l t / a h;!V(' a n i a s -

>ivoiu 'ss anil an a r ! i - t i i í I n ^ a d t h all i h e i r o w n : \nú t h o s r of

PaU>Hí|Ut' hav i ' ii c f r í a i n r r l i n f í l îVfr. inni ot" U 'chniqu« ' , t l i a t

t 'on i l i inod w i t h th f inai^-iiiiiri'iit m a t e r i a l , m a k e t h e m in t 'o i i i -

pa ra i i l o wi th a n y ~iin!lar w ^ r k y e ! k n o w n in t iu ' Amer ica-^ .

'!1ii' ^ t u^eo Work :\\\A t iuüi ' i ' - at P a l e n t j u e ai 'c in nnh<t

casos t ineiv e x o c u t e i l . hut i!<i i uo - i ' sc» t h a n at (Mnelien I t z a

n r I ' x i i a l . T h r y a r e inofe ¡ n t r i r a i e , a n d in niiniy <'xainplc>

<ln indcoi i r eca l l - M I K ; r o c o c o .- lyîe of L o u i s X \ ., '" a s

C h a r n a y a p t l y -taie-^.

T h e lar;j;e>t .sionc nia>s ihn l I o n ' i n i n l f i t ' d at P a l c n i j u e

wa^ t w e l v e feet; loni^ by t h r o e w i i l c . a n d t w o a n d ei^L^ht-

t c n î î i s t h i c k . ' rh i~ w a - a n i u i ; h l y !ii-wti Uh)ck u - c d in

tlu- c o t i s t n i c t i o n n!' t l ie aij i ic-iurt h r l o w t h e I ' a l a c o . I

h a v e >cen so l id - t o n e n i n - ^ ' - ii>ctl in tlie s t o n e w o r k of

r x i n a l t en i'ecî hmii' '»y t h r e e w i d e -AWX n e a r l y t h r e e

t h i c k , coi i -^equenlly it will be seen tha t t h e r e is n o t h i n g

c v d o p e m at P a l e n ' | i i e . I see no r e a - o u , h o w e \ e r , to tix

t h e Hniiî ot' t h e s t o n e i n a » i ' < or i nonn l i t l i s ihaS c o u h l h a v e

hoen p r o i h i r e i l hv t h e anc ie jü h u l M c r . - o f I ' a l c i i qnc . I ' h e l r

.^ ton i ' - cu t te r - hini t h e - an ie a i ivan la t r e o v e r t l i o - r of Y n c a t a n

t h a t th i ' i r h rc i l ive i i , u p o n t h e hii:ln'i- art ist Ic p l a n e ot' s c u l p -

U i r e . h:i(l oM-r îlio>e of i h c i r uui . i l in > ' uea t a i i . T h e -^tone

m a t e r i a ' \)v\wi, hnnin;it<MK tine i^rained a n d h
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could be scaled to almost any dimensions, length, breadth
or thickness ; while the Yucatan workmen had to labor
generally with a rock material, friable, coarse grained and
full of faults. With all his modern appliances, the builder
of to-day would find it exceedingly difficult to procure in
Yucatan, many blocks of stone nine feet long, without a
break or serious blemish. '
. The structures of Palenque are grand, the Palace com-

plicated and artistic. The Temples of the Sun and Cross,
hold or did hold, many gems of the sculptor's work ; but,
to my mind, the New World has no more magnificent
work of the ancient builders, than that gigantic mosaic
gem, the House of the Governor, amid the ruins of Uxmal.




