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PALENQUE.

BY EDWARD H. THHOMPSON.

Visiting Palenque, as I did in 1895, fresh from my work
among the ruined groups of Yucatan, the impressions
created and comparisons made may be of some interest to
the Society. . .

I first noted how intensely tropical was the vegetation,
great barillas, mabogany and cedars, six, eight, and even
ten yards in circumference, towering sky-ward until their
branches seemed like interlacing threadwork. 1In this
tropical vigor of growth, the vegetation in and around
Palenque far excels that around Chichen Itza, Uxmal or
Labni. _ ' :

Perpetual humidity surrounds Palenque. Situated as it
is near the high hills of the Sierra Madre, the condensed
cloud vapor of the region passes close by it or is deposited
around it. Water drips and trickles from its walls, form-
ing, from- the excess of lime in its material, myriad little
stalactites and, in places, thin sheets of calcareous ineérusta-
tion, as if the edifices were limestone caverns instead of
structures built by human hands. I searched in vain for
a long time to find traces of wooden lintels in these struc-
tures; the lime.deposits had so covered the spaces left
vacant by the absence of the lintels that the closest investi-
gation yielded no result, until at last, in a peculiarly pro
tected location, I found clear traces of a wooden lintel, the
lintel itself having fallen out or decayed, .leaving in the
once plastic mortar clear impressions of the knots, even
the grain of the wood. This same percolation of lime
particles in solution, while obliterating certain interesting
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features, is destined to be an nportant factor in the preser-
vition of the vuined struetures themselves. It Qs fust
binding the material, stones, mortar, stucco, and all. into
one solid mass, that the roots cannet wrepeh apart ov time
destroy. It bids fair to make cevtuin portions of the palace
as eternal as the stones them~clves. The so-called +=xnb-

tervinen ” chambers to the right of the inner courlyard,
tooking out of the imner coreidor, are =imply combined
mto one colierent mass of limestone, a knitting together of
all parts without greatly distnebing the origioal outlines,
These Time nerustations proceed <o fast that T noted a
plani whose Tife at hest canmot cxeewd one scason, yet
several of its leaves were whitened by a thin pellicule of
lime incrustation formed from the dripping from nhove.
The < subterranean ™
terranenn chimmbers atl ally s a very few minotes” obser-

chambers wwere not originally sub-

ation served to show me s they were hn reality the lowest
chambers of one wing of the palace, now buried hy the
déhris of the upper stories and also by that of the tafl
tower adjoining them.

I noted that the walls of these chambers were ence move
or less covered with mural paintings, o« varrow hand six
inches in width extending around the upper portion of the
vertical wall, just under the jutting portion that murks the
commencement of the arch, Upon this hand was painted
a series of hicroglyphics in Dlaek pigment ontlined in a
clear, beld manner by the land of a master.  Noting
that & piece of the frst layer of stucco was about to
fall, T detached it and found bencath it, as fresh as if
drawie and painted yesterday, a hit of paiuting, wrabesque
in design, with yellow, red, hrown, Black and areen colors,
Doubtless, if the blurred and disfigured outer layer of
stucco were removed, the uneovered layer would present
some wonderfully fresh and perfect specimens of mural
paintings.

T ean hardly find words fit to express my admiration of
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the sealptured figares held Ty the tahlets that onee adorned]
the varions sanctweies, Thev are unapproached by any-
thing tant [ have yel seen in Yaatan, but the seulptors of
Palendgae had wsonmserial to work upony a stone far
superior to that possessed by those off Yueatuan, and to this
T oattribnte o grent deal of the superior fuishe of the
Prdeneie work,  The stone used T Palengue was alse a
Himestone like that of Yueatun, bt v\(omim_s:l fine gl':lim-cl,
hard and liminated, and therefore <usceptible of being eaxily
worked into large simooth ~lihs of exceedingly fine texture,
rexerbling to the eve md touch the fine German lithos
graphic stone.

The seulptured hos-reliets of Chichen Tza have anms-
siveness el an artistie beeadth all their own: bat those of
Palengue have a certain refined freedom of technigue, that
comhined with the muenificent material, wake them Beom-
parihle with auy similir work vet known in the Ameriens,

The stucen work amd digures st Palengue are in most
cages tinely exeeuted, il no more <o than at Chichen Tz
or Usnoat, They ave moere intricate, and inomany examples
doindeed recall +the racoen styie of Louis XV.)7 as
Chaynay apthy stales,

The largest stone muss that Tencountered at Palenque
wis fwelve feet long by three wide, aud two and eight-
tenth= thick.  Thix was< a rourldy hewn Bloek used in
the vconstruction of the aqueduet below the Palaees ]
have scon =olid <tone musses wsed o the stonework
Cxmal ten feet long by three wide and nearly three
thick. consequentlv it will he seen that there ix nothing
cvelopem at Palengues 1 osee o reason, however, to fix
the Himit of the stene minsses or maoneliths that could have
been produced by the ancient Tailders of: Padenques Thetr
stone-cutters had the same ndvantagre over these of Yueatun
that 1heir brethven, upon the bicher artistie plane of sealp-
tre, had over those of their enild in Yueatan, ‘Tl stone
materia] heing laminated, tine grined and homogeneous,
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could be scaled to almost any'dimensior.ls, length, breadth .

or thickness; while the. Yucatan workmen had to labor
generally with a rock material, friable, coarse grained and
full of faults.

With all his modern appliances, the builder ‘j

of to-day would find it exceedingly difficult to procure in j
Yucatan, many blocks of stone nine feet long, wnthout a

break or serious blemish.

. The structures of Palenque are grand, the Palace com- '

plicated and artistic.
hold or did hold, many gems of the sculptor’s work; but,
to my mind, the: New World has no more magnificent

work of the ancient builders, than that gigantic mosaic. !

gem, the House of the’Governor, amid the ruins of Uxmal.

The Temples of the Sun and Cross, -
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