
Obituary

ROBERT W A R I N G STODDARD

Robert Waring Stoddard died on December 14, 1984, at his
home in Worcester, Massachusetts, at the age of seventy-
eight. Born in Trenton, New Jersey, on January 22, 1906, the
son of Harry Galpin Stoddard and Janet Waring Stoddard, he
was graduated from Worcester Academy in 1924, Yale Uni-
versity in 1928, and Harvard Business School in 1929. After
graduation, he was employed by Wyman-Gordon as a labora-
tory helper and in various capacities that brought him in con-
tact with every operation at the plant. He was named assistant
works manager in 1931, works manager in 1938, vice-presi-
dent in 1941, executive vice-president in 1951, president in
1955, and chairman of the board in 1967.

While at Yale, he attended a Communist rally. What he
heard there made him a lifetime opponent of Communist phi-
losophy and practice. Thereafter, he became an avid student of
government and a dedicated exponent of the free enterprise
system. He was one of the founders of the John Birch Society,
an association he continued until his death. He opposed the
intrusion of government into individuals' lives; his philosophy
was simply that the function of government was to protect lives
and property—to do those things that the people could not do
themselves. He was an articulate spokesman for the free enter-
prise system, a staunch bastion of the far right against Com-
munism, and a supporter and leader in conservative causes,
both national and international.

This he did with understanding and unfailing good humor,
readily appreciating that his stance was well to the right of
many of his colleagues. When outvoted on a governing board
on a question to accept or not some government funding pro-
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