Obituary

ROBERT WARING STODDARD

Robert Waring Stoddard died on December 14, 1984, at his
home in Worcester, Massachusetts, at the age of seventy-
eight. Born in Trenton, New Jersey, on January 22, 1906, the
son of Harry Galpin Stoddard and Janet Waring Stoddard, he
was graduated from Worcester Academy in 1924, Yale Uni-
versity in 1928, and Harvard Business School in 1929. After
graduation, he was employed by Wyman-Gordon as a labora-
tory helper and in various capacities that brought him in con-
tact with every operation at the plant. He was named assistant
works manager in 1981, works manager in 1938, vice-presi-
dent in 1941, executive vice-president in 1951, president in
1955, and chairman of the board in 1967.

While at Yale, he attended a Communist rally. What he
heard there made him a lifetime opponent of Communist phi-
losophy and practice. Thereafter, he became an avid student of
government and a dedicated exponent of the free enterprise
system. He was one of the founders of the John Birch Society,
an association he continued until his death. He opposed the
intrusion of government into individuals’ lives; his philosophy
was simply that the function of government was to protect lives
and property—to do those things that the people could not do
themselves. He was an articulate spokesman for the free enter-
prise system, a staunch bastion of the far right against Com-~
munism, and a supporter and leader in conservative causes,
both national and international.

This he did with understanding and unfailing good humor,
readily appreciating that his stance was well to the right of
many of his colleagues. When outvoted on a governing board
on a question to accept or not some government funding pro-
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gram of which he did not approve, he would veluctantiy assent
with 1Iu remark, SSometimes oy b to vise above s prin-
¢ i; fus,

Bobwos tearless indetense of his befiefs Noone huted sham
md pretense any move than heo Fle had o deliehiful sense of
lmor and ancandailing namber of pat stories that he would
quote o relieve the tenston atsomeeriticsl state e discassion

Bobh Stoddard. while maintaining a Low protile, was o e
mendous force for goad i the Woreester commuentey, His
POSITIOn s (‘immn;m of the board of the \Worcester Telegram
& Grizette, Ine of course ;al‘uwi Bioy T thie public evel Ax
various tines, hoeowas prosident of the Worcester Y A C N wnd
ol the Associated Induastries of NMussachuseuts, But Bob pre-
ferred to stay e the backeround  as o Kingmaker, i vou will,
oy advice wasomuch soueho atvor, s was s father™s botore
Bimamed e was held e such respoct thist he was able v bring
apposine factions together and secomphish results that perhaps
no one else could

s mterests apart from business and govermment were Lo-
gions Hewas obie cume huntsman, Fadnbitsm the halls of the
AMWoorcester Scrence Centoerave testimony to his marksnanshin:
an Indian Beneal tiger, wild buflulo from Advica, an Aluskan
Bodiuh bears Fle svas also ashilled fisherman, and every sumn-
e he seauld spend o month at T fishing coampoon the M-
machi River i Ness Brunssick f1-hine tor sadmeon, Inaddinon,
Bobwas an expert phntwgz’;l]sh(-r and no one loved nature and
the wild any more than he did, He seas an anrploe and Leli-
copter pilor, and o good skier as well iil(iu'x:. ol 11;\ SevenTy-
fifth birthelay he flow inhis helieopter to Mount Wachusett il
shied dovwn one of thetr trals o Te was anantique car buli,
Regulariv at the Harvard=Y ale toothall gome, beoand Nrs,
Stoddard woulid appear in their Rolls=-Rovee i connshin and
fur couts, with the top down,

On Ovtober 7, 1953, he marrted Helen Fstabroolo Te wnd

his sife have maintained @ cardon which i~ one of the show-
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places of Worcester County and the scene of muany delightid
parties, including o memorable one of the Worcester Associa-
tioreof Muatual Add i Detecting Thieves,

Beh's charttable wnd business associations are too nuinereus
toomention, Heowas chairman of the Stoddard Clariable

Trusto which has provided generous finaneial sy port to many

Worcester organizations, including the American Antiquariam

Saciety.

He became o member of the American Antiquarian Soviety
i October 10063 and was g generous supporter. He owas o
member of the Counal of the Soctety from 1967 to 16740 serv-
e as Seerctary for Forcien Correspondence fronm 1977 (o
1o749, and svas o chairmun or member of severad of s cons-
nittees,

Surviving himave lns wite, two danghters, hudith Kb and
Viderie Loring, a sister, ,\I;u'm:z Fletcher, and seven grand-

chiledlren,

PParis Fletelwe
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