Obituaries

GEORGE LABAN HARDING

Though he called himself a business executive, or simply a
telephone man, George Harding was a well-known authority
on the history of printing in California. First he was an ac-
countant in the service of the Todd Dry Dock and Construc-
tion Corporation of Tacoma, then with Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, and Bell Telephone Company of Ne-
vada, rising through the middle and higher echelons from 1928
to retirement thirty years later. He continued collecting and
working with books on printing, printers, and publishing till
his death from cancer following surgery, at Berkeley, August
30, 1976, aged eighty-two years.

George grew up on the family farm near Indianapolis. He
attended Indiana University and was graduated with the A.B.
degree, class of 1915. From there he proceeded to the Har-
vard Graduate School of Business Administration, where he
was most of all taken with a special curriculum, co-sponsored
by the Society of Printers, Boston, designed to fit young men
to be master printers. The special two-year curriculum was
broad and searching and a memorable experience for George.
It was ideally balanced between theory and practice, equally
suited to the nurture of master printers and of the lifelong
student and historian of printing he already looked forward
to becoming in the future. The first year was given to con-
centrated study of the printed book in the artistic work of
early printers, followed by lectures by experts on the tech-
nique of printing, topped off by courses in accounting, indus-
trial organization, commercial resources, and commercial
law. On completion of the first year the program called for
four months’ work in a printing office. This was a serious
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recognize the dark figure outside the window keeping step
with the locomotive till both came to a halt and there were
quietly spoken greetings (no puffing).

 The Kemble Occasional, ‘Issued now and then from the Ed-
ward C. Kemble Collections,” may escape attention among
the full-dress contributions in George Harding’s bibliog-
raphy, and that would be unfortunate. The seventeen num-
bers, dated November 1964 to December 1976, are a treasury
of digested information and Pacific Coast printing reference.
The honorary curator of the Kemble and associated collec-
tions offered reminiscences and autobiographical notes and
asides that are doubtless the best sources of knowledge and
information about him. The seventeenth number is a memo-
rial issue, ‘Our Memories of George Laban Harding 1893-
1976.°

Ray Nash

JOHN SICHER VAN EISEN KOHN

John Kohn, antiquarian bookseller, was born on the island of
Manhattan on October 6, 1906, of a distinguished family
many of whose members had also been born on the island.
When someone expressed fears of being mugged in these
environs, he was wont to reassure them by saying that not
one of his relatives had suffered that indignity during a pe-
riod of more than a century.

Kohn graduated from Williams College in 1928 and earned
his master’s degree from Harvard two years later. He was
attracted to a career in bookselling very soon after he had
completed his academic experience and spent a novitiate of
four years at the Argosy Bookshop on East Fifty-ninth Street
in New York. The valuable training he received at that busy
and thriving shop emboldened him to establish his own busi-
ness under the name of Collectors Bookshop. This enterprise
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