Y RS i i
[ ‘ I bl
1 s P
4 b Uiy, I i

: Stoe Goaand s L
SRR DI I f TR
A P that |
| I G s noid o
| ‘JE: LHLY y Vi }2 L
| . it O k FTE
' e ‘ Y Ty e Grranieatl o |
it v 1te ] g Phe o
]
: Tt e bresaterer ol T Ol LS E
e New Boclandd Hior oo Genealownoad =0 :
; Provee ooty ansd fieow v otanhh | | b
| achnseits Phstoreal = v o the Ol -
ft oo tie N Fhoew ot il
sate ooleo S ] Fiood ©ocatie Ll
thoe Ao T I ST S RO TR NUTEI T il
il H i i !




16 AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY [April,

elected in 1927 he had a pleasant feeling of resuming a
family association. In 1937 he was elected to the Council,
on which he has been one of the most faithful members.
Several times he entertained the members of the Society at
his home on Chestnut Street or at the Club of Odd Volumes
after the Boston meetings.

Rarely is the son of a collector interested in his father’s
hobbies, or studies, or even in related activities. Jim was
not awed by his father’s vast collection of illustrated
Americana, nor, in spite of the fact that he preferred to
collect in easier fields, was he indifferent to it. It was be-
cause he appreciated it that he presented it to this Library
in 1935, the most important single gift of books which the
Society had received since the original Isaiah Thomas dona-
tion. Its importance did not lie in the fact that it com-
prised thousands of items, but that to a large extent it
covered an area in which the Library had never been in a
position to buy. It was the kind of collection which could
have been built up only by a gentleman of large means,
traveling through the bookstores of Europe between the
Civil War and the First World War. It ranged from in-
cunabula and DeBry’s Great Voyages to the earliest
American comics and almost unique sets of American views.
Besides the illustrated material it included some of the great
rarities of the first century of New England printing.

This was only the greatest of Mr. Hunnewell’s many
gifts to the Library. In 1937 he joined with Foster Stearns
in buying for us the Hawaiian collection of Hiram Bingham,
and to this he later added the collection of Hawaiian print-
ing begun by his grandfather, James Hunnewell, the sea
captain who carried the first band of missionaries to the
Islands. These two collections gave us the largest collection
of Hawaiian material in a mainland library. Having given
his father’s collection of Charlestown material to the State,
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he built up a greater, which he gave to us. Sometimes he
brought us rare newspaper files, or small bits from estates
which he settled. His most surprising gift was a large bundle
of United States currency, most of which had been placed in
his father’s safe in Civil War days for people who could
never be traced thereafter. :

I have spoken at length of Mr. Hunnewell’s gifts because
no one would ever have heard of them from him. Toward
the many libraries which enjoyed his bounty he always
maintained the attitude that they were conferring the kind-
ness by accepting the gifts. Entirely modest, he was with-
out affectation or self-consciousness. If he made a mistake,
as we all do in complicated bibliographical matters, he was
the first to call attention to it, without a trace of an alibi.
When we made mistakes he tried to convince us that we
were right, or at least that the mistake was the best thing
that could have happened. For these good qualities we
loved him, and it will take us a long time to become accus-
tomed to his absence. He is survived by his widow, the
former Emeline Cushman Ticknor, to whom he was married
on April 20, 1911; by a daughter, Mrs. Richard S. Scott;
and by four sons, James, Thomas, William, and Richard.

C.K.S.

GEORGE ALBERT ZABRISKIE

George A. Zabriskie, a descendant of early Polish settlers
and a native of New York City, was born on December 7,
1868, a son of John Albert and Martha L. (Knox) Zabriskie.
He attended the public schools and entered the flour busi-
ness in New York City in 1883. He was the representative
of the Pillsbury company when Herbert Hoover appointed
him national administrator of sugar and flour. For his work
in this connection he was decorated by Belgium, Iceland,
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