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American Antiquarian Society Announces Scholars’ Workshop in
Early African American Print

In partnership with the Bibliographical Society of America,
project provides mentoring and support for early career scholars

Worcester, MA (August 19, 2026)—The American Antiquarian Society (AAS), a national research
library located in Worcester, MA, has announced that its next Scholars” Workshop in Early
African American Print will be held from January 11 to 15, 2027. Offered for the second year in
a row, the five-day workshop benefits graduate students and recent PhDs specializing in pre-
1900 African American history, literature, and related fields. The program is organized in
partnership with the Bibliographical Society of America (BSA) and funded by the American
Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) through a $25,000 Intention Foundry Learned Society
Extended Engagement Microgrant. The microgrants support efforts by ACLS member societies

to address the social, intellectual, and financial precarity scholars currently face.

Designed for scholars new to archival research, this workshop affords participants direct access
to AAS’s extensive holdings, including early African American newspapers, pamphlets, books,
and other original sources. Participants expand their understanding of early African American
print culture; gain experience in archival research; refine works in progress, such as a
dissertation chapter, book proposal, or scholarly article; and connect with other rising scholars
and professional networks.

Tara Bynum, associate professor of English and African American studies at the University of
lowa, will lead the workshop in collaboration with AAS staff. The Scholars’ Workshop is tuition-
free and includes housing on the AAS campus and a $1,000 travel honorarium. The application
deadline is October 15, 2026. To learn more and apply, interested individuals can visit
americanantiquarian.org.

“The Scholars’ Workshop is the only program in the nation that allows early-career academics
in pre-1900 African American history and culture to work closely with primary sources
alongside mentors to develop and refine their individual writing projects," said John Garcia,
AAS’s director of scholarly programs and partnerships. “The first year’s participants expressed


https://www.acls.org/acls-member-societies/
https://www.americanantiquarian.org/
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how valuable they found the experience in AAS’s collections, and we are grateful to ACLS for
generously supporting next year’s workshop.”

“We’re really enthused about this partnership and the opportunity to extend the seminar
experience to hands-on development of the participants’ presentations and publications. The
ACLS initiative is such a great support for our own work to empower individuals from
underrepresented groups and to diversify and expand the field of bibliography,” said Tracy
Floreani, BSA executive director.

The ACLS Intention Foundry (IF) is a series of in-person and virtual workshops focused on
advancing equity, inclusion, and justice within the academy. Scholars, college and university
administrators, and academic society leaders convene to identify and develop actionable
solutions to longstanding inequities in the higher education ecosystem. IF is made possible
by generous funding from the Mellon Foundation.

About the American Antiquarian Society

Located in Worcester, Massachusetts, the American Antiquarian Society is a national research
library and community of learners dedicated to discovering and sharing a deeper understanding
of the American past. The Society holds the world’s largest and most accessible collection of
original printed, handwritten, and visual sources from before 1900 in what is now the United
States. The library of more than four million items includes books, pamphlets, broadsides,
newspapers, periodicals, children's literature, music, and graphic arts material. AAS connects
people across the globe with these collections through its digital catalog and resources, online
exhibitions, and virtual learning experiences. AAS has more than 1,200 elected members and
supports dozens of researchers, artists, and writers each year through a variety of fellowship
programs. Learn more at americanantiquarian.org

About the Bibliographical Society of America

The Bibliographical Society of America (BSA) is an international, interdisciplinary scholarly
organization that fosters the study of books and other textual artifacts in traditional and
emerging formats. BSA pursues this mission by hosting public programs, funding scholarly
research, conferring awards, issuing publications, and collaborating with related organizations.
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The Society is committed to adopting policies and procedures that support and promote equity
and inclusion in all BSA programs, and to providing equal access to events and electronic
resources to people with disabilities and other access needs. Learn more at bibsocamer.org
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