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JENNY'S FIRST JOURNAL, November 3 1829-May 20 1834

1829

[inside cover] Louisa Jane Trumbull was born October 12th 1822, Worcester. Commenced

November 3rd 1829. Completed May 20th 1834. Containing 92 pages. Journal No. 1.

[p.1] Nov 3rd 1829. (Born October 12th 1822, Louisa Jane Trumbull) As the other girls have got
journals I thought that I would have one too, as Mother desired me to write what happens every

day. I think I shall go to Miss Bancroft’s school today with my sister Caroline.’

Nov 7.1 am going to draw my little brother Joseph today; because George drawed him yesterday,

and it is my turn today. Sarah reads in the testament. Joseph reads in two syllables.

Nov 8. Mother has got a new pair of bracelets which Elizabeth made for her. School will begin
on Monday. Oh dear! What shall I do? I am sure I don’t want to go to school to learn Geography
and History! Miss Chamberlain makes me learn six pages in History and one page of

Geography.? I am going to study Colburn’s Arithmetic.

Dec 5th. I went to Mrs. Vose’s this afternoon and had a very good time. Caroline and Elizabeth
have gone to the Miss Kinnicutts this afternoon.” We made some molasses candy and it is very

good.

! "Lucretia Bancroft, age 26, daughter Aaron and Lucretia Chandler Bancroft. Her father is senior minister of the
Unitarian church, where the Trumbulls worship. Her school is in the family dwelling at 47 Main Street, near
Thomas, a bit of a walk from the Trumbull’s house. (Street numbers are from the 1829 Village Directory; they bear
no resemblance to Worcester today.)

2 Nancy Stone Chamberlain, age 18, daughter William and (2nd wife) Dolly Chadwick Chamberlain. Her school is
in the family residence at 13 Front Street, which runs parallel to Jenny’s street, an easy walk.

3 Frances Sophia Vose is Jenny’s second cousin. She is a young mother of two, wife of Attorney Edward Vose, and

resides very close by on Green Street. (Frances is from Natchez, Mississippi, where her father is engaged in trade.



Dec 6th. Mother says that we may get Sally [the hired girl] to make us some squash and
pumpkin flap-jacks if she wants to. I went to meeting today and dined at Aunt Bradishes. It rains
this afternoon very hard and I rode home with Hester Newton.* I have got one dollar. Father is

cashier of the Central Bank. Mother has got a new hat with three plumes; the hat came from
New York.

Dec 12th. As Joseph was going out he fell down and cut his upper lip quite badly. I have made
my doll a very pretty pélisse [a cloak] with points before and behind. Mother invited Dolly and
Elizabeth Burnett and Miss Chamberlain to come and see us but it rained so hard they could not

come. I go to Miss Chamberlain's school.’

1830

When she and her two sisters reached courtship age, they were sent from their home in the slaveholding south to
live in Worcester with their grandmother, Hannah Paine Bradish, to find suitable northern husbands.) The Miss
Kinnicutts—Harriet, age 26, Amy, 25, and Catharine, 14—and their brothers Thomas, Francis, and William removed
from Seekonk, Rhode Island, to Worcester in the 1820s. The girls occupy a house owned by Attorney Pliny Merrick,
next door to the Vose family.

* Aunt Hannah Paine Bradish is Jenny’s great-aunt, sister of her Grandmother Trumbull. She presently is renting
half a fashionable new brick house at 62 Main Street (between Central and Mechanic). Describing the building in
the 1820's, a local antiquarian noted: “The north part was occupied by Mrs. Bradish and her three charming grand-
daughters; the south part by Mr. Elisha Flagg [the owner].” Chamberlin, “Worcester Main Street,” p. 110. Hester
Newton, age 6, daughter Rejoice and Rebecca Lincoln Newton. Her father is a prominent attorney, her mother a
sister of Governor Levi Lincoln. The Newtons took Jenny home after the afternoon sermon. They reside near the
Trumbulls, at 5 Front Street, in an imposing mansion.

> The girls are Dolly 4 % and Elizabeth 3, daughters Luther and Eliza Chamberlain Burnett, nieces of Jenny’s
teacher Miss Nancy Chamberlain. These families reside nearby the Trumbulls, on Front Street, where they are next

door neighbors.



Jan. 17th 1830. Aunt Paine is dead; she died January fourteenth.®

[p. 2] February 25th 1830.1 went to the Lyceum lecture; the subject was Chronology.’

Mrs. Trumbull, May 27, 1830: Jane & Sarah commenced at the infant school the past week.”

May 31st 1830. Grandmother and Aunt Perkins went to Boston this morning.

September 8th 1830. The Fuseliers from Boston came to this town (Worcester) last month and
pitched their tents on Frost hill nearly opposite our house. Caroline and I played in the wood
house chamber and made tea and had beans for bread, and we called beans without being shelled
cake. Mrs. Doane has got a child; it is a boy. Father is having a summer house made. This is a
great deal for me, but I have not held it finished.? There was a boy come to our house with Mr.

Allen and made Joseph and John a shovel and they dig in the dirt.

September 18th 1830. I have got a new little brother who was born in September 13th. The

quarter examination will take place in a fortnight.

¢ Her great-aunt, Elizabeth Chandler Paine, age 65, wife Judge Nathaniel Paine (who is Grandmother Trumbull’s
brother). This family resides nearby at 89 Main, corner Pleasant, on a large farm. The side also includes a separate law
office.

7 Massachusetts Spy, September 22, 1830, published a notice for the Lyceum Society, an “Association for Promoting
Popular Education.” The paper did not cover lectures. Christopher Columbus Baldwin, January 10, 1834: “Lectures
are delivered before the Lyceum weekly. They began in November, 1830, and have been continued to this time.
Tickets to hear them are one dollar a year, and the money applied to the purchase of books. . . All classes of society
belong to them. Lecturers take on any subject they please. Josiah Holbrook is the reputed father and inventor of this

system of instruction.” Diary, p. 258. Also see William Lincoln, History of Worcester, pp. 275-276.

8'The Fuseliers’ visit is not reported in the Massachusetts Spy or noted by Mr. Baldwin. Elizabeth Callahan Perkins
Doane, daughter-in-law of Jenny’s Great-Aunt Sarah Perkins. After her first husband, James Perkins, died
(sometime in the 1820s), Eliza married Right Rev. George W. Doane, D.D., L.L.D., Bishop of New Jersey.



October 20th. Father and Mother think they shall call the baby Charles. I was eight years old
this month. Grandmother and Aunt Bradish and Elizabeth went to Lancaster Wednesday [to
visit relatives] and are to return this evening. Mother, Sarah, and I went to ride in Mr. Balch’s
carryall yesterday morning. We saw a poor old man laying on his pack on the grass asleep.

Elizabeth, Caroline, and I are going to Miss Earle’s school next term.’

October 23rd 1830. George [12] belongs to a company by the name of the Worcester Guards;
their uniform is white pantaloons, blue jackets and yellow buttons; they trained today. George
says it is the last time they will train this year. Next spring they are to have white feathers with
red tops. Mrs. Rose and Josephine are going to Salem this winter."” Grandmother has got a very

sore mouth and tongue.

October 24th 1830. Last evening Elizabeth [14] had some of her friends to spend the evening,

they had nuts, raisins, and wine. I went to walk this morning with Caroline and Frances

Merrick.™

? Ebenezer H. Balch is a young widower. It is not clear why he took them to ride. Eliza Earle advertized her school
for young ladies in the Massachusetts Spy on October 27,1830 (and following). She cannot be identified from vital
records.

10 Harriet Paine Rose is Mr. Trumbull’s cousin, daughter Dr. William and Lois Orme Paine, born November 21,
1779. Josephine is her younger daughter. They are going to visit relatives, most particularly her daughter Harriet Rose
Lee. While Mrs. Rose now lives in Worcester, in a house her father fitted up for her at the corner of Main and
School Streets, for many years she lived on the island of Antigua. In 1802 she married a (slave holding) West India
planter, Joseph Rose. Mrs. Sturgis related that Mrs. Rose came to Worcester "not because it was her native town, for
she had been born in one of the numerous places her parents had resided in during Dr. Paine’s banishment from the
United States, but on account of wishing to be near her father and mother in their declining years.” She came also
for health reasons: seven of her nine children had died in Antigua’s steamy climate. She moved to Worcester with her
English husband (who died in 1826), daughters Harriet and Josephine, sister-in-law Rachel, and slave Mary. Mrs.
Rose would remove to Salem after her father’s death in 1833. “Old Worcester 1,” p. 407.

! Frances Fiske Merrick, age 11, daughter Attorney Francis Taliaferro and Mary Buckminster Fiske Merrick. They

live next door to the Newtons on Front Street.



October 27th 1830. I have been sick some time this autumn with a fever but I am better now.
Sally and John [2] have been to Athol [her hometown] and staid a fortnight. They came home
last night. John has grown very handsome since he left home. I cannot write anymore now as it is

time for me to go to school.

Myrs. Trumbull: "Ihe 12th of September 1830 Charles was born. At the expiration of a fortnight
Sally proposed taking John to Athol to visit her friends. Feeling full confidence in her care we
consented. We knew that he would be more safe with her than at home without her, and wished

to gratify her desire to go. They were absent two weeks."

"Before a week had elapsed my dear Jenny was attacked with a fever. I had her placed in my
room. The first night I took my infant into my own bed & gave her up to my nurse. The night I
passed in anxiety and watching the poor sufferer startled in her sleep and exclaimed in
unconnected sentences which so distressed me that I feared the worst. . . . I had my poor Jane put
into my bed and there found what her breathing, administered her medicines [bit] my own
hand, and in this situation watched till relief much lasting satisfaction. She was pained and
reasonable even when suffering great pain. One morning after having passed an uncomfortable
night &3 feeling relieved partially I said you do not forget to pray! The sweet countenance I
cannot forget or the answer, Mother I have just said the little prayer for a sick child. I am a great
deal better.' As I watched her when sleeping beside me I recollected with unspeakable satisfaction
many little instances of her strict adherence to truth & of her uniform and scrupulous moral

rectitude.”

October 28th 1830. Mr. Washburn is married. Mrs. Towne has got a baby and so has Mrs. Rice;
Mrs. Towne thinks that she shall call hers Sally Robinson and Mrs. Rice that she shall call hers
George Tilly.”? Sarah and I went to see Mrs. Towne’s; it is a very pretty one indeed in my

opinion. Sarah went to our school this afternoon.

12 Attorney Emory Washburn married Mary Ann Guiles of Walpole, New Hampshire. He was a graduate of
Williams College, and in 1828 opened a law office in town. Mrs. Sturgis: “Mr. Washburn was one of that group of
lawyers in Worcester who made the “Worcester Bar’ so famous, for there was none more so outside of Suffolk

County. Judge Barton, Pliny Merrick, B.F. Thomas, Charles Allen, Emory Washburn, and others . . . were renowned



'The workingmen’s ball is to be tonight and it is to be at Mr. Stockwell’s tavern or, as is sometimes
called, at the Central Hotel. Mr. Burnside delivered a lecture last Wednesday and Elizabeth and
George went. Mr. Hill is going to be married in December to Miss Clarke of Princeton.”® I am

going to make a needlebook at the end of this term. I must now go and hold the baby.

October 29th 1830. Mr. Washburn has brought his wife to this town (Worcester) and they board
at Mr. Foster’s till next spring when they are going to housekeeping; we have some hopes of
having them live in the house that Mr. Vose formerly occupied; they have been down once or

twice to examine the house. Mrs. Washburn looks very much like Mrs. Lee.™

all over the State for their legal learning. . . .”Old Worcester VII,” p. 80. Sally Robinson Towne, daughter William
Moore and Frances Robinson Towne, born November 4, 1830, and named for her mother’s deceased sister Mrs.
Butman. They live two doors down, at 13 South Street, in a house rented from Jenny’s father. William, an attorney
and son of the prominent Charlton attorney, Salem Towne Jr., graduated from Amherst in 1826, studied law with
John Davis and Charles Allen of Worcester, and commenced practice in 1828. Attorneys Towne and Washburn have
offices in the Old Compound at 90 Main Street. George Tilly Rice, son George Tilly and Elizabeth Chandler Blake
Rice, born October 27, 1830. Mrs. Rice is a daughter of Hon. Francis and Elizabeth Augusta Chandler Blake, Mr.
Rice is a merchant. The Rices share a large double brick dwelling on lower Main Street with Attorney Isaac Davis

and wife, both couples having recently married.

13 Central Hotel is at 63 Main Street, a little beyond the intersection with Central, and at this time has the largest
hall in town (supposed by Brinley Hall in 1836). Samuel M. Burnside, who delivered the lecture, is an attorney, one
of the famous “Worcester Bar.” Rev. Alonzo Hill married Francis Mary Clark, December 29, 1830. He graduated

from Harvard in 1822, studied theology and was ordained in Worcester in 1827.

14 Alfred D. Foster’s dwelling is at 76 Main Street, opposite Governor Lincoln.



Grandma has gone to Boston. E. Hamilton has begun a little school and has got ten scholars; she

has a great many more promised to her in spring.’

December 17th 1830. I am having a new gown made; it is to be trimmed with dark green braid.

It has snowed some so that sleighs could go pretty well.

1831

May 6th 1831. Mother, [p.4] Grandmother, Caroline, and myself went to Greenfield the 11th of
this month and had a beautiful time. I went to drink tea at Aunt Stone’s. And I went, too, to
make calls with Aunt Lucy and Grandmother; we called to see Mrs. Christhil and had a very
pleasant call; she is an English lady. In the afternoon we went to call upon Mrs. Newcomb and
several other persons. Mrs. Newcomb gave me some very pretty shells which I gave to George.
Grandmother and Aunt Stone went to Deerfield and saw the house which the Indians attacked

some time ago.

Yesterday we came home; we were obliged to get up at 11 or 12 o’clock at night [for the stage]

and it was very unpleasant. Aunt Elizabeth has got a baby; it is a daughter, it is very pretty child

15 Elizabeth Blair Hamilton, daughter Sewall and Nancy, is 15. Opening a school at her young age was no doubt due
to her family’s straightened circumstances. Her widowed mother rented house on Mechanic Street, for herself and

her four children, and also took in borders.

16 Aunt Frances Arms Stone is Mrs. Trumbull’s aunt, third wife of her mother’s brother Alpheus. Aunt Lucy is Mrs.
Trumbull’s sister, born March 9, 1789, and her life-long helpmate. Mrs. Newcomb is Sarah Wells Alvord, wife of
Attorney Joseph Warren Newcomb, relations of Mrs. Trumbull’s sister Susan Ripley and childhood friends of Mrs.
Trumbull and her sisters. Mr. Newcomb graduated from Williams College in 1825, studied law with his father, with
Worcester attorneys Rejoice Newton and William Lincoln. In Deerfield they visited the John Sheldon house, built
1691 and torn down 1848. Its door, preserved in the collections of the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association, was

deeply scarred by hatchets during the 1704 Indian raid.



and it is so good it is not any trouble.!” I have had a very bad crick in my neck which has put me

in considerable pain. Aunt Bradish is better than she was when we went away.

Cousin Lucy Stone has been here and staid only two days. Cousin Sarah Perkins has been here

and staid the same length of time.”® Elizabeth has gone to Boston to bring Grandmother home.

Sally has made a visit to Athol and staid a fortnight. Elizabeth, Mother, George, and I did all the
work while she was gone. I am going to the fair of the Mite Society.’” Mother thinks some of
going to Greenfield this autumn to see Grandmother Clap. The baby was a year old yesterday. We
some expect Grandmother sometime in the course of next week. She is coming tonight if

nothing happens to prevent I expect.

Mrs. Trumbull, October 19: "Ihe children have all enjoyed the day finely, what with cattle show
for boys and children’s fair for girls all have come home delighted. E (& C were engaged in the
sale of articles at the tables & all seemed so much satisfied with their sales I was more than

compensated for any trouble.”

Mrs. Trumbull (vecollections): “The evenings after school when books and work were brought, the
table drawn close to the fire, and lamps placed to favour all. Elizabeth with directions, helping
and doing. George, Caroline, and Jane each with characteristics well remembered, the younger

children in their beds, sometimes baby in sideboard drawer when nurse was away.”

October 12 1831 Jenny turned nine years old.

17 Aunt Elizabeth is Mrs. Trumbull’s younger sister, born October 9, 1801, and married to Rev. Wales Tileston of
Charlemont. Their first child, Rebecca Elizabeth, was born July 7, 1830.

18 Lucy Stone, 35, is Mrs. Trumbull’s cousin, daughter Dr. John and Sally Barnard Stone. Cousin Sarah Payne
Perkins, age 13, daughter James (deceased) and Elizabeth Callahan Perkins. Her mother is now Mrs. Doane of New

Jersey. Sarah and her brothers reside in Boston with their Grandmother Perkins.

¥ The Mite Society is a charitable organization. Members sold hand-made items at fairs and donated the proceeds—

or “mite”—to a worthy cause.



1832
Jan 22 1832.1 have been to Mrs. Well’s this [p. 5] last quarter and like her pretty well.°

Cousin Charles Ripley has been here and staid nine days.?! Caroline and Elizabeth and George
went to Millbury with him and spent seventy-five cents; they had a very pleasant time they said.
'The next day we were inoculated for the kind pox and my arm looks very well. I have been to
Holden to see the factory which Father runs in company with two or three other gentlemen and

was very much pleased with seeing it.

'The smallpox now prevails here and there was an old woman died of it in our neighborhood and
was left out one night by the burying ground in the coffin. The people who have this disease are

conveyed up to Mr. Wing Kelley’s in an old booby-hut of Mr. Congdon’s.? There was a man

2 Massachusetts Spy. August 3, 1831: “Mrs. A.M. Wells’s Academy. The First Term of this School will commence
for the reception of Young Ladies in Worcester, on Monday, the first of August next. Instruction will be given in the
English studies generally; in the French and Latin Languages; in Music, Drawing, and Painting.” The school is in the
old Gardiner Chandler mansion on “Nobility Hill” (95 Main Street, nearby the Trumbulls). In 1831 eleven
gentlemen—Attorneys Rejoice Newton, Isaac Davis, John Davis, George Tilly Rice, and Alfred D. Foster; Judges
Pliny Merrick and Thomas Kinnicutt; Governor Levi Lincoln; court clerk Abijah Bigelow, businessman/investors
Benjamin Butman, and Simeon Burt—purchased the property, “for the purpose of establishing in the mansion a first-
class private school for the education of young ladies.” Quote, Paine, Recollections, p. 128. While prestigious—
Governor Lincoln at least once held a ball for the graduating class—the school had financial difficulties. In 1832 or
1833 Grandmother Trumbull wrote to Jenny’s sister Elizabeth: “I think you have a bad time at your school.I am
truly sorry for Mrs. Wells and much fear that she will not be able to keep her school. Poor Mr. Wells also. It must be
new times for him.” Lincoln Family Papers. Mr. Baldwin mentioned attending a school fund raiser in 1832. When
she failed, it was carried on by Mr. & Mrs. Wright. February 5, 1834, Massachusetts Spy published notice of the sale

of the mansion to Judge Ira Barton, for $5,100.

2! Charles Ripley, son of Mrs. Trumbull’s sister Susan, is on college break.

22 Samuel Congdon owns a livery stable on the north side of School Street. Wing Kelley resides near the corner of

Grafton Street. (Abigail Kelly Foster is his daughter.)



come from Boston to take care of them. Grandmother Trumbull is not well at all, she has been

very sick this winter and is now very febrile.

There is an old Frenchman been round town and he came here begging for as he said “work and
victuals”; he went to this old woman’s house (who died of the smallpox) the night previous to her
death and laid down in her room and her daughter could not get him out, and he said that he

was not afraid of her and went and took hold of her arms.
Grandmother Clap is better than she was in the fore part of the winter but is now quite feeble.

Elizabeth is going to keep school for us and Caroline is going to assist her. Saturday we helped
mother clean up the parlour and Caroline and I cleaned the andirons and Caroline cleaned the
door latch so well as to see your face in it. All the schools are now stopped and we are eight of us

at home.

Mrs. Trumbull, August 9, 1832: "We had a severe trial during the winter with alarm occasioned
by the small pox appearing in town & at one time appeared in an alarming extent but through
the goodness of Heavenly Father the disease was stayed and only two deaths occurred &3 both of
those were in rather bad habits. At one time we fancied our dear Joseph was suffering from
symptoms & had all the family inoculated over again. All our town schools were suspended for
more than a month. I then had 8 children at home at once, their busy time before & after their
minds found sufficient employment. E. kept school for some time for the younger ones. My sister
Ripleys eldest son made us a visit during his vacation from Amberst College, all enjoyed this
much. It was during the excitement of the small pox, but it did not prevent their enjoyment. Ihe
sleighing was fine & our horse found employment for his limbs. Several satisfactory riders were
highly enjoyed."

Uncle John Paine has been moved from Miss Kennedy’s to Mr. Nowell’s; he is not quite so well
as he has been and Mother, Grandmother, Sally, George, Sarah, Joseph, and myself have been up

to see him since he has moved up there.?

2 Her Great-Uncle John Paine, age 69, is Grandmother Trumbull’s brother. Sally Kennedy, age 58, daughter John
and Mary, made a career as housekeeper and/or nurse. She lives near the Paine estate—the Oaks—on Lincoln Street,

north of center village. The Nowells also live in that area. John Paine has suffered a complete loss of memory.



Mrs. Washburn has got a little daughter; it is very small and it has nothing but skin and bones for
it has no flesh on it. They think some of calling it Mary Ann for Mrs. Washburn.*

We have all had some beautiful New year’s presents from Boston; Caroline has had a beautiful
Annual called The Juvenile Forget-Me-Not and George with The Pearl. Joseph and John two

beautiful horses. I with a history of New England, and Sarah with stories about the elephant.”

January 23rd. I am now going to write the characters of the children, vis. E.T., worker authority.
G.C. T, saver of wood, rice eater. C.B.T., neatness, brass cleaner. I.].T., nearsighted, pudding eater.
S.P'T,, jumper, scratcher. Joseph T., wood saver, corn sheller. J.T., hard worker, feather. C.P.T,,
pleasantness, curly hair. (E/izabeth is 15, George Clap 13, Caroline Burling 11, Louisa Jane, 9, Sarah
Paine, 7, Joseph, 5, John, 3, and Charles Perkins, 1. )

We are reading The Talisman which is very interesting. Also Voyages and Travels by Mrs.
Jameson (the late Miss Thurtle) and are very much interested in it. I have been washing today
and so has Elizabeth. I have had a new Album, a present from Mother, [who has] some thoughts

of going to Boston next Saturday.

[p. 7] February 5th 1832. Today the weather has been so unpleasant we could not go to meeting
and we were obliged to stay at home and content ourselves as well as we could. Mrs. Wells is to
begin her third quarter tomorrow and Elizabeth and Caroline are going to her school. The
schools are to begin tomorrow and they are all going but myself and the little baby. Yesterday

Mother went to make a few calls and drank tea with Sarah at Mrs. F. Towne's.

2 Mary Ann Bird Washburn, daughter Emory and Mary Ann, born November 24, 1831.

% Letters in the Lincoln Family Papers indicate Cousin Sarah Perkins regularly sends gifts to her Trumbull cousins.
Grandmother Trumbull and her sister Widow Sarah Perkins routinely instruct Elizabeth and her siblings to write
proper thank you letters in response. (There is an enormous disparity in wealth between the two families; "gifts”

include outgrown clothing.)



Sarah [7] can write her name pretty well when she tries and she makes some good figures on her
slate. Mrs. Wood keeps the library and Saturdays we go and get books; they are very interesting.
And yesterday I went to get some books which are very pretty and interesting.?® George has got

some bulbs which look very flourishing.

February 19th 1832. Mother has been to Boston with Father on Saturday last and returned on
Monday morning at twenty minutes past ten. The snow entirely went away before they got to

Marlborough. They found Grandmother very feeble but rather better.

We have got five little pigs in our barn and the baby [Charles, 2], when he went to see them,
called them "kittens." They are all as white as snow and look more like rabbits than anything else.

Mrs. Washburn’s baby is as well as usual and grows considerable.

Tonight as we were coming home from school we had very good slides on the ice and we all got
ourselves quite warm with the exercise of running on the ice. This afternoon I went with Sarah
and Joseph to school and sewed. I had a very good time in sliding and at school. John [3] goes up
to Miss Hamilton's school on the hill and likes it much, he behaves very well and is very well

contented. I have written a great deal now.

[p. 8] March 5th 1832.1 have now got a few leisure moments and will improve them by writing
in this journal. Father and Mother have been to Boston lately to make a call so as to see
Grandmother. They started from here at half after one o'clock (at noon) and arrived in Boston at

half past nine in the evening. Mother and Father walked five or six miles.

Mrs. Trumbull, August 9, 1832: "In February on Saturday of the first or second week [when she
is eight months pregnant| we set off after dinner & arrived. . . as the clock struck 9. Our mother
was in bed & had given up as for the night, but we were ushered into her quiet sleeping room &

she was much gratified with seeing us. Her voice was feeble & she bore every mark of extreme

2 Sarah B. S. Woods, between Jonathan Wood, bookbinder/instructor. Mrs. Wood is a school teacher and Lyceum
Society librarian. The library and school are located on the second story of a two-story brick block on the south

corner of Main and School Streets.



debility, but a cheerful countenance welcomed us to her heart. During the night there came a
sudden change of weather & rain fell in torrents. When we met in the morning the prospect was
so bad all decided our comfort demanded our speedy departure for home. . . . At 10 o'clock we
were on our way home after the blessings and good wishes of our friends who kindly gave speed
to our departure. We soon had rain & the most chill waters, the snow and ice rapidly began to
rise in icicles, every moment made our way more tedious. Fatigue to extreme almost exhausted
me when we reached Marlborough about 5 o'clock, more than half the way on bare ground for
the last 10 miles. We walked in the mud for several miles. At Marlborough we found our
prospect still worn & decided to put our tired bones at rest & wait morning light. At 7 we got a
chaise and bent our course homeward where we arrived about 10, almost overcome with the

journey.

Miss Mary Foxcroft is going to have a party and she has just been in here to borrow some whip
glasses and the like.”” Elizabeth is invited but I do not know as she will go, I think though that
she will. I have just wrote a letter to Grandmother Clap and I am going to write a letter just as

soon as I can to Grandmother Trumbull.

'The other day John and I went over to Mrs. Chamberlain’s and Miss Chamberlain [the teacher]
gave John a beautiful butterfly which looked just like a live one. She also gave me an apple and
John one too, and sent one home to the baby (Charles) she gave me also a very pretty little
workbasket to remember her by. She is going to take a school where Mr. Hernshaw used to keep
his office in part of Mrs. Denny’s house and where Miss Denny used to keep her shop.?® I expect

that John will go to her but I do not know whether he will or not.

27 Mary, daughter John (deceased) and Charlotte Heywood Foxcroft, lives next door and will turn 16 on March 12,
probably the occasion for her party. In a letter written in 1825, a year after Mr. Foxcroft died, Grandmother
Trumbull commented how nice it was for the Trumbulls to have such pleasant neighbors, suggesting they moved
here after his death. While her husband left real and personal property, Mrs. Foxcroft takes in boarders to help meet

expenses.

2 Daniel Denny, who died in 1822, owned a house at 83 Main Street. He had a card manufacturing business, with
an office in the house and a shop to the rear. His family remained there and daughter Elizabeth used the office for a

fancy goods store.



'The 22nd of February I went to Mrs. Flagg’s and I had a very beautiful time. Elizabeth and
Caroline went to a ball, which was at Mrs. Bigelow’s, and had a very pleasant time.” There is a
town meeting today and the bell rung for it, just now, a minute or two ago.

Louisa Jane Trumbull’s journal, Worcester, Massachusetts

[p. 9] March 18 1832. Mrs. Abbott has got a baby.*® We have had some quite warm weather

lately but it is colder now and today it snowed quite hard.

'The other day Mrs. Wells sent Elizabeth and Caroline home at noon and told them never to stay
at noon again, what for we could not think of till they remembered that one of the boarders
(Miss Henshaw) knocked down the stove funnel with a shovel and then went and told Mrs.
Wells that the girls knocked it down and it was occasioned by their making such a noise, when in
fact she knocked it down herself and the young ladies made no noise more than usual. Mother
wrote her a note and she took no notice whatever of it. Mother wrote her a second and last night

she answered it. Tomorrow the girls are going to school again if it is pleasant.

We have had a fire here a week or two ago. It was burnt by Mr. Miller who inhabited the house.

He made his escape but has been caught and they are now trying him or bringing in the

¥ Sarah Chamberlain Flagg, daughter William and Betsey Curtis Chamberlain, is taciturn Nancy Chamberlain’s
half sister, married to Elisha Flagg, a commercial baker (and co-occupant of the brick duplex on Main Street where

Mrs. Bradford presently lives).
Sophia Stowell Bigelow lives nearby on Grafton Street. Her husband Lewis is a highly regarded carpenter. Their

daughter Maria is Elizabeth Trumbull’s age.

3% John Bourne Abbott, son Reverend John S.C. Abbott and wife, born February 26, 1832. Rev. Abbott is pastor of
Central Church (Calvinist).



witnesses. He is to be tried in the court of April next. He cried, it is said, when he was caught.

'They found him washing dishes in a victual cellar.™

John (who was three years old last July) goes to school and can spell cat, dog, cow and say some
of his letters. Grandmother Trumbull’s mouth is entirely well and she says “that when the
travelling is good and an event happens, which she has not informed us of, she shall come home.”
[The event is another birth.] Mother says if she [Grandmother Trumbull] is willing that I may go

to Boston with her to make a visit.

Elizabeth and Caroline, Mother some thinks of letting them go to Greenfield to go to school.
Caroline wishes much to go but I don't [p. 10] think Elizabeth does very much. They are going to
the high school (which is a boarding school) and they are going to board there.*

31 Massachusetts Spy, March 14, 1832: “FIRE. On the morning of the 11th inst., at about 4 oclock, the inhabitants of
this village were alarmed by the cry of fire. It proved to be in a small Dwelling House, situated between Front and
Mechanic streets, belonging to Capt. Luther Burnett and occupied by Widow Catherine Johnson. When first
discovered, it had made such progress that it illuminated the whole village, and the house was entirely destroyed .. ..
'The house was surrounded with other buildings, and connected, by a wood-house, to another dwelling house; but, by
the prompt and spirited exertions of the engine companies and citizens, the flames were prevented from
communicating to any other building. . . . There are circumstances which leave no doubt on the public mind, that the
fire was the work of an incendiary. Suspicions rest

on a person by the name of Miller, who was discharged from Gaol the day before, and a reward of $100 has been

offered for his apprehension and conviction.”

32'This school opened in 1828 and closed in 1845.The girls attend under principal Rev. Henry L. Jones.
Massachusetts Spy, October 20, 1830 advertisement: “Greenfield High School for Young Ladies.” The list of
“prominent characteristics” included: “(1) “All pupils from abroad are required to board at the institution. The reason
of this is that the education contemplated is not limited to instruction. Our plan embraces physical and moral, as
well as mental culture. ...” (2) “The course of study is systematic, and complete in itself . . . (3) “All our teachers are
solely and steadily devoted each to one or more specific branches, to which, from nature and previous discipline, they
are specially adapted.” (4) “Emulation is deadened. . .. “ (5) “Our pupils are accommodated with rooms warmed by
open fires, fitted in all respects for lodging and studied, and occupied each but by two inmates.” It cost $150 per year,

with additional charges for instruction in Latin, French, Music, Drawing and Painting, and Needlework.



'There did not anyone go to meeting today but George and Father, for it was so unpleasant.
Mother thought that we had better not go or we should [sic]. Aunt Bradish has caught a dreadful
cold which she thinks she got sitting up after she was undressed without her shawl on. George
has got a dreadful sore arm in consequence of his being inoculated. It is better now than it has
been. Charles’ humour has been very bad lately but Dr. Green left something here which has
nearly cured him up. Sarah and Joseph can write their names quite well as they have learnt to do

so at Miss Chamberlain’s school.

April 12th 1832.T have the pleasure to write that I have a little sister who is to be named Susan.
We all want to have her named Susan Ellen but Mother says it shall be simple Susan. She has a
great deal of hair and I think that Charles and Susan are the handsomest children Mother has
got. Mirs. Foster has a daughter who is to be named Rebecca.*® Mrs. Johnson is with Mother now.

'The baby has got Mrs. Foxcroft’s cradle to lay in and she looks very pretty in it.

Mrs. Trumbull, August 9, 1832: “The 20th of March I was made mother of a fifth daughter, a
beautiful & promising child who we call Susan for my beloved sister. My restoration was
unusually rapid and all things seemed to prosper with us. Our dear Mother who had been
severely ill during the cold weather was so anxious to be with us and the third week in April she
came, 3 although the day was stormy was not made more sick, she seemed delighted with our

addition in number & enjoyed the healthful aspect which our dwelling presented.”

Grandmother and Cousin Margaret and Cousin Fanny Forbes are coming to our house on
Monday. Cousin M. and F. are going to stay one day and Wednesday those two are going home.**

I expect I shall go to Boston to make a visit with Grandmother when she goes.

33 Rebecca Faulkner, daughter Alfred and Lydia Stiles Foster, born April 1, 1832.

3*'The Forbes girls are relations. Widow Sarah Perkins’ sister-in-law, Margaret Mitchell Perkins, married Ralph
Bennet Forbes of Milton, son Rev. John and Dorothy Murray Forbes, in 1799. They had six children — Robert
Bennet (born 1804), John Murray (born 1813), Mary A. (born 1814), and Thomas T., Margaret, Emma, and Frances
(birth dates not given). The family is extremely distinguished and highly regarded in seaboard circles and in the
world of international commerce. Milton historian Albert Kendall Teele, identified males in the family as Harvard

educated and professionally successful, residing at Milton and Jamaica Plain, St. Augustine, Florida, and Bordeaux,



Elizabeth and Caroline are going to the Greenfield high school this [p.11] summer. Itis a
boarding school.

May 3rd. Grandmother Trumbull has come home and Cousin Margaret and Cousin Fanny
escorted her home. It rained (the day that she came) very hard indeed but fortunately neither
Grandmother nor my cousins caught cold. Grandmother brought us each a very pretty book for
which we [are] very much obliged to her. When I was three years old Grandmother took me to
Boston and I had a very good time. I cannot remember the particulars as I was very young and it

is six years ago.

Elizabeth and Caroline went to Greenfield to go to a boarding school (at Mr. Jones’s) Friday
morning. They were escorted by cousin Caleb Howe and had a very pleasant journey and arrived
safely there at 8 o'clock on Friday evening.*> We have heard from them once. They say they
admire Mrs. Jones. Aunt Susan [Ripley] has sent us some maple sugar for which we were very
much obliged to her. She sent a great box full and we are going to send a piece to [the Perkins

family in] Boston as they do not have it there and they are very fond of it.

We have had our little girl come [from Greenfield, probably an orphan]. She came Tuesday
afternoon alone in the stage. Aunt Susan said she gave her a few things and she wrote a line on

the two Mr. Alden (the stage driver) to take particular charge of her and she arrived here safely

France. The Forbes are also extensively covered (including transcriptions of business and family correspondence and

memoranda) in the Cabot family genealogy.

'The Forbes family figure prominently in the Trumbull girls’ refinement as young ladies, as it was to this household
that the girls were sent to become acquainted with the wider world and gain exposure to the highest society. Mrs.
Forbes was a widow when Jenny began keeping journals, her husband having died in 1824. Fanny is very fond of her
and of Emma. Margaret seems to be more disciplined, Fanny quite frail, and Mary a beauty most often absent from
home during her visits). Bennet and John enjoyed highly successful careers, Bennet in international trade and John in

railroads; Thomas died a young man at sea in China.

35 Caleb is 22, son of Mrs. Trumbull’s aunt and uncle, Jonas and Hannah Buckminster Stone Howe.



on the first day of May. She has begun to read and spell to Mother and she thinks that she is very

forward for her age. She has [p. 12] begun to sew today. Her name is Nancy Brown.

I have begun to go to Mrs. Wells’s school. I sit with Josephine Rose. Mrs. Wells, where there has
been sisters, she has put them together, where there has not, she has put one large girl [ Josephine,

17] and one small girl [ Jenny, 9] together, and I sit with J. Rose.

Mary Chandler has gone home, she went this morning. Mother says she shall miss her very

much. I think I shall but I hope sometime she will come back.?’

May 23 1832. 1 went to walk the other day and got a few chuckleberries. I did not have a pleasant
time though, at all. We have had a present from Ellen Bigelow, she has given us a most beautiful

bunch of flowers which Grandmother has put into the two flowerpots.*®

Last night we were visited by an “unexpected” and “unwelcome” visitor, vis.: “a snowstorm.” To be
sure it did not snow so much as to make sleighing but it snowed. Our subject for composition

was “Address by the Mayflower to a snowstorm” and we might write either in prose or poetry.

We have had a visit of a day from cousin Mary Forbes.

3¢ Nancy remained with the family at least through 1841. Like the Trumbull children, she attended school, received
presents and new clothing, went out riding, was nursed in sickness, attended festivities, went on family visits. But she
also had specific household duties of a hired girl. She was a quasi-daughter and probably remained with the family

until marriage.

7 Mary Ann Chandler, daughter Gardiner Leonard and Lucretia Callahan Greene Chandler, born June 13 1799 and
died 1861, unmarried, in Salem. Her grandfather built the mansion where Mrs. Wells keeps school. This branch of

the family resided in Boston and Salem.

38 Ellen Bigelow, 24, daughter of Attorney Lewis and Harriot Edwards Bigelow of Petersham; she is probably living

with relations in town.



Uncle doctor Paine is very sick indeed and Mrs. Tucker has come to Worcester. James Paine has
got the measles and Elizabeth Paine has symptoms of them. They expect she will have them and
William and Mary and Sibel and then they will be almost all of them sick.*

L.J. Trumbull

Grandmother went to Boston last month.

[p. 13] July 13 1832, Friday afternoon. Tuesday morning July 9th 1832 Grandmother Trumbull
died at Jamaica Plains in Roxbury at Aunt Perkin’s country seat. She was sick but one day and
died at half after four o'clock Tuesday morning. Sunday she was dressed and Monday she kept
her bed. Thursday morning Mr. Tom Caton (the sexton of Worcester) went down to Boston and
last night he brought her here. The funeral was here from the old South Meetinghouse. She was
buried by the side of Grandfather as that was his wish when he died. The funeral was this
morning. Dr. Bancroft made the prayer. Cousin Emma and Cousin Margaret were not at home
when she died. We have had 2 or 3 letters from them. They said they had cut off all her hair as
almost everyone would wish for a lock.”* The girls (Liz and Cali) will of course feel very bad not
to have been here at the time of the funeral. Calvin (Mrs. Perkins’ coachman) has been here twice

since she died, once he came (the day that she died) with a letter for although they sent one by

3% Mirs. Tucker’s return to Worcester highlights her father’s critical condition, for their relationship had long been
strained. Esther Orne Paine Tucker had married her very wealthy cousin Joseph Cabot of Salem in 1785. When he
died a young man, she returned with her two sons to her father’s household, the Oaks. But after years of Dr. Paine’s
rejecting suitors, Esther moved back to Salem where in 1811 she married widower, Ichabod Tucker (whose wife,
Maria Orne, died in 1806). This match highly displeased her father and sons, though it is not clear why. Like her first
husband, Mr. Tucker was Harvard educated and an attorney (though not of the same lofty social stature or inherited

fortune).

James Perkins, 4, Elizabeth Orne, 5, William Russell, 9, and Mary Pickard, 2, are the children of Frederick William
and Anne Cushing Sturgis Paine, grandchildren of Dr. Paine. Sibel is probably a young girl in the family, like Nancy
Brown in the Trumbull household.

“ T ockets of hair were typically placed in a brooch or other piece of jewelry, worn in mourning and kept as a

remembrance of the deceased.



the mail they were afraid it might be miscarried). Then he came this morning with Mr. Eaton.

Aunt Perkins is quite overcome with it.

Mr. Nowell [the care-giver] said that a minute or two after he had told Uncle John he cried as if
his heart would break, but after that he seemed to forget all about it. Mother has gone up to see

him this afternoon.

L.J. Trumbull

Myrs. Trumbull, July 13, 1832: “Ewvery thing has been done as we thought she would have
desired. The funeral attended at 9 o'clock this morning from the South Church. Dr. Bancroft read
an appropriate Psalm and made an impressive prayer. The corpse was brought up in the night,
the still bright moon witnessed {F made the scene more impressive if possible. No alteration in
her countenance but appeared in a placid sleep. I could hardly realize in the expression that the
vital spark was extinct so quiet and natural were all the features. My poor husband is in deep
affliction it until this day since her decease could not shed a tear, bis sufferings were too great for
utterance no lamentation escaped him. His grief seemed all within. May our Heavenly Parent
keep and support him and in this event may he feel a nearer alliance to the God of all our mercies
who does not willingly afflict his children. Eight years in March since we paid the last tribute of
duty to bis father, since which we have had many adverse fits of sickness in our family & have by

divine mercy been supported {F raised to activity {3 a measure of health.”

[p. 14] Sally has been to Athol to make a visit of one or two days. She took Charles [20 months
old] with her. Aunt Lucy has come from Greenfield. She has now been here a fortnight. The term

of Mrs. Jones's school is out but the girls are to stay another term.

'The cholera is now making its appearance. It has raged in Montreal and is now in New York. The
comet is most here but lately. (Since the death of my dear Grandmother) we have thought of
neither, nor of any consequence father is not at all well and before the news of Grandmother's
death reached here he was quite sick. Calvin came (and so did the letter) at nine o'clock at night

but Mother did not tell him until the morning.



Myrs. Trumbull, August 21, 1832: “It has been a sad season for us. My dear children absent &
the near approach of the dreaded cholera added to the decease of our mother. My sister Lucy has

been with me and contributed greatly to my comfort.”

Poor little, dear Susan is all coming out with the humour, has been quite sick, but she is a great

deal better now. She is very fond of Aunt Lucy. She has not been christened yet.

Mrs. Burnett is dead. Mr. and Mrs. Burnett and Mr. Flagg and Mrs. Flagg had joined our church
and Mrs. Burnett for a long time was very sick and Thursday morning she died. Her poor little

girls must feel dreadfully. I dare say Mrs. Flagg will adopt them.*

We of course feel very sad at Grandmother's death but we must think it is all best and look to
God for our consolation in all our trials for all things are for our good. We may feel assured that

she is now happy as she was such a good woman.

[p. 15] August 27th 1832. Nancy has been quite sick but she is better now and takes care of the
children. Sally is very sick. She is rather better today, but I was obliged to stay at home from
school to help mother. Aunt Lucy remains with us still and I hope she will stay a good while

longer. I go to Miss Blair's school now and so does Hester Newton and Sarah Trumbull.*2

Miss Murray is come.® I went to meeting all day yesterday and took John [age 4] all day. M.
Allen of Northboro preached. I like to go to Miss Blair's school very well. Mrs. Wells has got 20

scholars of which 9 are boarders, the rest day scholars.

1 Elizabeth Chamberlain Burnett was 32, her daughters 5 and 7. Mrs. Flagg is Elizabeth’s sister Sarah. The girls may
have lived with the Flaggs until their father remarried, in 1836, as it was not customary for a man to maintain

housekeeping without female assistance.

# Hannah Blair is probably a relative of the Chamberlains and may be keeping school in their house (her surname is

the middle name of Elizabeth Chamberlain).

# Lucretia Murray, daughter John Murray and 3rd wife Lucretia Chandler Murray, born June 1762 and died August
30, 1836, unmarried, at Leicester. Her father came from Ireland to Rutland, Massachusetts where he was “one of the
colonial noblemen’—highly successful as a merchant, politician, speculator, and money-lender—that is, until the

Revolution when his stout loyalist sympathies required that he flee. Lucretia’s mother was a daughter of John and



L.J. Trumbull
Yesterday (Sunday August 26th) Sarah was 8 years old.

September 20th 1832. Sally has got well now and so has Nancy. Miss Blair has been very sick
with the dysentery and we have had a week’s vacation, but now we go to school and all is again
“health and happiness” at school. Yesterday Mother and Aunt Lucy went to Rutland (at Uncle
Dr. Frink’s) and drove themselves, they went and came back the same day.* In a week they are
going to Greenfield to bring Elizabeth and Caroline home. Aunt Lucy is not coming back again

with mother. Susan is going with them. She went to Rutland with them yesterday.

September 28th 1832. Today Mother, Aunt Lucy, and Susan were to have gone to Greenfield, but
Susan is dangerously sick, and Mother has got an awful cold. I do not know [p. 16] whether
Mother will go to Greenfield or not this autumn. Aunt Bradish is also very sick with the bowel

complaint. Miss Murray has not gone home yet, nor I do not know when she will go.

It was muster last week and as it rained so hard there will be another after Cattle Show. The
Cavalry came and stood before our house and performed all their exercises. They have begun to
put up the Cattle Show pens already. I did not go to school today for mother thought I could
help her about Susan. Sarah has however gone to school and I do not know but what I shall go

this afternoon if Mother thinks it is best for me to do so.

Poor Catharine Kinnicutt is in a dreadful situation. She says “I hope I shall live to see Elizabeth
Trumbull!” So she must be perfectly sensible of her situation. The high school’s examination is
Monday, and Wednesday the term closes. I do not know but what the girls will come alone if

Susan does not get well enough to go next week.

Hannah Gardiner Chandler, sister of the gentleman (another colonial nobleman) who built the mansion where Mrs.

Wells keeps school. Quote, Chandler, Genealogy, p. 247.

* Dr. John Frink, whose first wife was Mrs. Trumbull’s cousin Lucy [Isabella] Stone, daughter John and Lucy
Fletcher Stone. She had three children, two of whom died young, and she died in 1788. He married Nancy
Cunningham of Spencer in 1808.



Ben Tucker is dead!* He died of the scarlet fever. Previous to his sickness Mrs. Tucker had it, he
watched with her day and night, carried her broths and in short did everything he could do.
While she was yet weak from the effects of her late illness he was taken. The night that he died
she was prevailed upon to go to bed. The physician gave him some medicine to make him go to
sleep and set for him. In the morning they went to him and thought he was asleep. They
immediately sent off the Dr., who said he was almost gone, but yet refused to give him anything
to try to revive him. They shook him and could not wake him and after a while found he had

died in the night time. The dose the Dr. had given him “made him sleep never to wake again.”

I have drawn, painted, and printed a map at Miss Blair’s school. It is a map of New England. I
am going to send it to Grandmother Clap. It is my first attempt. Mrs. Gardiner Paine has got a
baby, it is a son and is to be named Nathaniel for his Grandfather. He is a fine, fat, healthy boy as

ever | saw.*¢

About a week or two ago Mother had a little tea party which consisted of Aunt [Hannah Paine]
Bradish, Miss [Lucretia] Murray, Mrs. [Harriet Paine] Rose, Mrs. [Elizabeth Perkins] Sturgis,
Miss [Eliza] Sturgis, Cousin Nancy Paine, Miss [Elizabeth Paine, Cousin Sarah Paine, Mrs.
[Louisa] Trumbull, Miss Lucy Clap, Jane Trumbull, and Miss Sarah Trumbull. There were some
invited who did not come, namely, Mrs. Gardiner Paine, Mr. Gardiner Paine and young Mr.

Nathaniel Paine. There was one who was not invited but who nevertheless came, I mean Miss

Elizabeth Paine.?

Miss Rose and Josephine Rose have returned from Salem and Mrs. Rose has commenced
housekeeping again. Betsey Harrit who used to live here is their help. Josephine Rose and John
Lee [her sister’s husband] have both had their profiles taken with their dress and all on. I have

written two whole pages in this book this morning. I must therefore stop writing.

* Benjamin, age 29, adopted son of Esther Paine’s second husband, Ichabod Tucker.

% Nathaniel Paine, son Gardiner and Emily Baker Paine, born August 6, 1832.

#The guests are all relations. The uninvited guest is Nancy Paine’s daughter, age 6.



Louisa Jane Trumbull, September 27th 1832

[p-20] Thursday, October 18th 1832. Monday morning, Oct. 8th 1832, Elizabeth and Caroline
arrived after an absence of six months at the Greenfield High School for Young Ladies. They
came up with Mr. Henry Newcomb.*® They started at five o'clock Sunday evening and got here at
one o'clock Monday morn. Elizabeth is going back in three weeks from yesterday. Last night Mr.

Jones [the principal] came here and it was decided that she should go back.

Joseph [age 6] belongs to a company of boys but they have not decided upon a name yet for it.
Joseph says he thinks it will be called Artillery Company. Miss Blair [the teacher] is going to be
married in a week or two to Gen. Thomas Chamberlain. I do not know who will take her place.
Elizabeth and Caroline have been to ride out a little way since they have been at home. Elizabeth
has been to see Catherine Kinnicutt, she found her low indeed. I cannot write more only to say

that the 12th of this month was my 10th birthday. I must now go to bed.

November 7th 1832.This morning Elizabeth went to Greenfield. I got up at 5 o'clock and
Elizabeth got up in the middle of the night, when the moon shone bright and she thought it was

morning but found out her mistake and got back into her bed again!!! Miss Blair was married last

great dislike to me, she is so cross I do not think I shall go to her anymore!!! I can't write with

such pens.
Louisa Jane Trumbull Journal, aged ten years 6 months April 2nd 1833

[p. 23; sic—she skipped numbers 23 & 22 in paginating] Worcester, December 9th 1832. Aged
ten years, Louisa Jane Trumbull. Sunday. We have not been able to go to meeting because it was

so unpleasant but George and Father went this morning. I have had such a cold that I have not

* Henry Knox Newcomb, son Richard E. and Phoebe Newcomb of Greenfield, is 36, an attorney, brother of
Attorney Joseph Newcomb, and a childhood friend of Mrs. Trumbull.

# October 30, 1832, Hannah Blair married Thomas Chamberlain, a 49-year-old widower with eight children.



been out for a month until Friday, when I and Sarah went over to Aunt Bradishes and drank tea

and staid in the evening until eight o'clock. John is all dressed up in his jacket and trousers.

'The 29th of November was Thanksgiving but Mother did not make any pies and puddings
because Tuesday and Wednesday before Thanksgiving Miss Mary Stiles came here to make John
a suit of clothes which, by the way, set horridly.*® This morning Sally put on John’s jacket and
trousers upon Charles (as Mother has fixed John another pair) and brought him upstairs; he

looked like a little monkey all dressed up.

‘The morning after Elizabeth left us to go to G..d poor Catharine Kinnicutt [age 17] breathed her
last. Josephine Rose put on mourning for her but yet she goes to parties. When she lay in such
agony (that none of her friends could wish her to live in such agony), then she [ Josephine] would

not go to balls, but as soon as she was dead she put on her weeds and went to balls and parties.

Father has bought a piano and Caroline plays upon it and is now taking lessons of Mrs. Harris
and is giving me lessons in music.’! I practice the lessons on the piano now. Miss Rose and Mors.
Harris have tried it and think it a very sweet toned instrument. It is one of Chickering’s and cost

about two hundred and forty dollars. I am going to write in this book a little every day.

[p-24] Worcester, December 29th 1832.This afternoon George drove Mary and Elizabeth
Jennison with Sarah and I down by the Worcester turnpike in the sleigh and had a very pleasant
ride. This is the first time that I have got into a sleigh this winter. The Jennisons were very much

pleased with their ride, I should have thought by their actions, for they could not talk they were
so delighted.*

50 Mary is 26, daughter Jeremiah and Abigail Stiles. Her father, a painter, is dead and the family has scant resources.

In 1837 she will marry Attorney Henry Newcomb.

5! Charlotte Thayer Harris, daughter of Nathaniel Thayer of Boston, where she received her training. Her husband is

Clarendon Harris, bookseller and printer. Her sister Sarah, age 27 and very ill, lives with them.

52 Mary Ellery, age 9, and Elizabeth (birth not recorded), daughters Samuel and Mary G. Ellery Jennison. Mr.

Jennison is cashier of Worcester Bank. They live nearby on Main Street.



Tuesday was Christmas and Aunt Bradish requested me to set down what was the weather on
Christmas Holidays because she said that “folks” said “that whatever the weather was on them
days, the twelve months of the next year would be.” So I guess I will set them down. Wednesday
December 26 was rather pleasant and rather dull and cold. Thursday Dec 27 it snowed. Friday
28th was a delightful pleasant day. Saturday 29th it was very mild and pleasant. I cannot write
any more so I shall stop.

Louisa Jane Trumbull
1833

January 22nd 1833. The first thing I have any recollection of was my sister Elizabeth’s tumbling
me into the fire. She was told by the nursery maid to let me sit in the little chair until she came
up, when she would allow her to hold me, but Lizzy was in too great a hurry to wait a minute
and she united me but did not hold me, so of course I fell into the fire; at first she put on

camphor which took the skin off, when George got a pitcher of water and flung onto me. He



