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members of my family were actively connected with it and
more recently because of the great pleasure I have had in my
continuing contacts, from time to time, with the Staff and
Library.'
As a member of the Society Mary agreeably served on the
Development Committee and in other special ways, never
refusing an invitation to help until her doctor put restrictions
on her extra work. Her interest remained keen and her visitations, though less frequent, were always full of fresh interest
and of encouragement to the staff.
Gentle, modest, caring, and generous, Mary Gage Rice
has a continuing influence amongst us.
Wallace W. Robbins

GUY WARREN WALKER, JR.
Guy Warren Walker, Jr., financier and collector, was born
April 11, 1897, in West Newton, Massachusetts, the son of
Guy Warren and Alice Morgan (Coxe) Walker. After preparation at St. Mark's School, he matriculated at Harvard
College. His studies were interrupted by wartime service as
an army private and corporal in France, but he returned to
college in 1919 and graduated with his class in 1920 with a
wartime A.B. degree (honoris causa).
Shortly after commencement. Walker went to work for the
Chase National Bank in New York. The next year, in October 1921, he returned home to work as a bond salesman in the
investment banking firm founded by his father, G. W. Walker
and Company. He remained with the company (eventually
becoming a partner) until April 1942 when he entered service in his second world war. He served in the latter conflict
as a captain, major, and lieutenant colonel in the Army Air
Force.

32

American Antiquarian Society

Walker chose not to return to the family investment firm
after the war, but became instead the treasurer of the Society
for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. He kept his
hand in business as chairman of the board of the GalvestonHouston Company, a director of both the Fort Worth Transit Company and the Hollingsworth & Vose Company, and as
an inactive member of the Boston Stock Exchange.
Walker's collecting interests ran at first, he once wrote, to
'Americana of the Colonial and early Federal periods—furniture, silver, ceramics and glass—rounding out a collection
started by my father in 1900.' Election to the American Antiquarian Society came at the semiannual meeting in 1954. He
was not especially active in the Society, attending only seven
meetings in the quarter century he was on its rolls. He was as
well a member of the Club of Odd Volumes, the Walpole
Society, and the Essex Institute of Salem, among other associations.
In later years. Walker dispersed his collection of Americana through gift and sale and he began buying objects in
Spain, where he spent six months of each year. Within the
last decade, he became interested as well in the graphic arts.
Guy Warren Walker died April 18, 1978, after a long
illness. He is survived by his second wife, the former Leila S.
Stevens, whom he married in 1960, and a daughter, Judith
W. Mixtell, by his first marriage, to the former Nancy Sturgis Vose, who died in 1959.
John B. Hench

WALTER MUIR WHITEHILL
Walter Muir Whitehill, a member of the American Antiquarian Society since 1942, died, aged seventy-two, in Boston on March 5, 1978, after a brief illness. These bare facts
cannot reflect the sense of loss, bereavement, and shock felt

