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Notable Acquisitions,  

September 1 to December 1, 2014 

 

Ancient Egypt: its Monuments and History. Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union; London: 

Religious Tract Society, [between 1827 and 1853]. 

The interest in this volume of ancient history is not its 

text but rather its context. Published as part of the 

Sunday School education movement which aimed to 

extend knowledge to the working classes, this volume 

certainly fulfilled its particular mission. This copy was 

formerly part of the library of the night school of the 

Cumberland Glass Works in Bridgeton, N.J. and bears its 

book plate as well as being inscribed: Night School. No. 

141. Purchased from Ian Brabner, Thomas W. Streeter 

Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 

 

Richard Andre [William Roger Snow].  Up Stream: A Journey from the Present to the Past.  New 

York: Scribner & Welford, ca. 1877. 

This fantastical picture book was both penned and illustrated by 

Englishman William Roger Snow (1834-1907), who used the 

pseudonym ―Richard Andre.‖  The poem is about two boys who 

pause from their boating adventure to dream about the past.  The 

lively pictures match the poetry to note the first steamed potato, the 

triumphant ride of Joan of Arc, the winsome Helen of Troy, and 

even the curly tusked mastodons!  The book was 

chromolithographed by the Dutch firm Emrik & Binger, reflecting 

the international production of late nineteenth-century picture 

books.  Purchased from New England Book Auctions, Linda & 

Julian Lapides Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 
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Bound volume of American sheet music, owned by the Withers family. Various printers, between 

1795 and 1810.  

This quarter, AAS was pleased to add a bound 

volume of Federal period sheet music to its 

holdings.  The volume is in a wallpaper binding 

and holds thirty-five pieces of music, twelve of 

which (including ―The Moment was Sad‖ at left) 

were not recorded by Evans in his bibliography of 

pre-1800 American imprints. Seventeen of the 

thirty-five pieces, including ―The River 

Patowmac: an Epicedium on the Death of the 

August and Venerable General Washington,‖ 

(Philadelphia, 1799-1800) and ―The Yorkshire 

Irishman or the Adventures of a Potatoe 

Merchant‖ (Philadelphia, 1807) were not 

previously represented at AAS.  The bound volume was owned by the Withers family of Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. Several of the Withers children inscribed their names on the music throughout the volume. 

There are multiple copies of some songs, suggesting that before these pieces were bound together various 

family members sang and played together, each with their own copy of a song.  Purchased from R.M. 

Grabowski Rare Books, Anonymous Fund #1.   

~Lauren Hewes 
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Edward Wilton Carpenter and Two Printers, tintype, Amherst, Massachusetts, ca. 1890; and 

Employees of the Slatington News, albumen photograph mounted on card, Slatington, Pennsylvania, 

ca. 1895.  

 

During this quarter AAS purchased two photographs depicting American newspaper printers.  

These images capture working men posed in photographic studios, holding props and tools of the 

trade.  The first image shows Edward W. Carpenter, a co-publisher of the Amherst Record.  The 

men in the second photo are unidentified. A central figure is seated, reading a copy of the 

Slatington News. Two printers wearing ink-soiled aprons stand on either side.  In most accounts 

of historical newspapers, print shops are usually reduced to the name of the editor or owner, the 

type of work produced, circulation size, and other facts of interest (location, political party, etc). 

With photographs, we get the faces and forms of the workers themselves.  The men are shown in 

their aprons or shirtsleeves, with the tools of the trade in hand, near their co-workers, not with 

their family in their Sunday best.  Purchased from New England Book Auctions, Harry G. 

Stoddard Memorial Fund (Amherst); purchased on eBay, Ahmanson Foundation Fund 

(Slatington). 

~Lauren Hewes 
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Edward W. Clay, Six plates from Life in Philadelphia. Philadelphia: S. Hart, 1830.  

These six engraved and water-colored plates were part of the cartoonist Edward W. Clay‘s important 

early set of caricatures, Life in Philadelphia, published sporadically between 1828 and 1830.  Although 

no complete set with wrappers or covers is known, scholars believe the original publication had fourteen 

plates.  These images, ten of which satirize free African Americans in Philadelphia, have been widely 

discussed by scholars interested in questions of race, social satire, humor, fashion and urban life.  

Originally issued by Clay and his partner William Simpson, the first eleven copper plates were acquired 

and restruck in 1830 by Sarah Hart, a stationer on South Third Street in the city, who then published 

numbers twelve through fourteen directly with Clay.  These six impressions belong to that reissue. Later, 

some of the original fourteen designs were copied in London where a modified set went through several 

more editions. AAS is delighted to add these important examples of American cartooning to our extensive 

holdings of work by E.W. Clay.  Purchased from Periodyssey, Anonymous Fund  #1. 

~Lauren Hewes 
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Coles, John F. Life and Adventures of Henry Smith, the Celebrated Razor Strap Man.    Philadelphia: 

Smith and Coles, 1850.  

After renouncing alcohol, Henry Smith, the ―razor strap man,‖ traveled in 

Alabama, Tennessee, Virginia, Louisiana and other states selling his razor 

straps.  He also made a temperance speech in Boston. The volume contains 

―a complete collection of his original songs, queer speeches, humorous 

letters, and odd, droll, strange and whimsical sayings, now published for the 

first time. With an accurate portrait, and twelve original engravings.  To 

which is added a choice selection of songs, anecdotes and witticisms.‖ 

Purchased from Michael Ginsberg, George Watson Cole Memorial Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 

 

 

 

Life and Confession of John Caldwell Colt. [United States s.n., 1841] 

An accountant and author of a popular bookkeeping text 

turned murderer, John Caldwell Colt was the brother of 

Samuel Colt of firearms fame. Colt used a hatchet rather 

than one of his brother‘s weapons to commit his crime. 

Afterwards he packed the body in a box and attempted to 

ship it to New Orleans. He was caught and tried and the 

day before he was to be hanged he was married in his 

cell, and the following day stabbed himself in the heart, 

―thereby losing his last chance to demonstrate the fine 

quality of the Colt repeating pistol‖ (quote from 

McDade‘s Annals of Murder). John C. Colt‘s tale was 

told in a number of different works and AAS now has 

them all except a 10 p. Rochester, New York  imprint, probably from 1841, the only known copy of 

which is at the New-York Historical Society. Purchased from Robert H. Rubin, George Watson Cole 

Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 
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Constitution and List of Members of the Charitable Shoe Society. Boston: William S. Damrell, 1843. 

This is the hitherto  unrecorded founding document of Boston‘s 

Charitable Shoe Society, whose chief aim was (unsurprisingly) ―to 

supply the needy poor with shoes.‖  The list of members included 

here contains the names and address of about 100 women, the only 

people described as ―members‖ five ―children subscribers‖ 

(including Catharine Damrell, the daughter of the printer of this 

pamphlet, William Damrell, who was also a subscriber and his wife 

was a member), and about 50 ―gentlemen subscribers‖ (including 

Charles Henry Dana). Very few references to the Society can be 

located, but one is the joke made at their expense in the American 

humor magazine Yankee Notions in 1852: ―There is a ‗Charitable 

Shoe Society‘ in Boston. We have seen this kind of shoe we think. It 

must be the kind that is continually giving out when it is worn.‖ 

Purchased from Robert H. Rubin Books, Harriette M. Forbes Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 

 

&     &     & 

 

Stalwart donor member David Doret and his wife Linda Mitchell generously sent the Society a box 

of nineteenth-century children’s books, including the following two items: 

Sister Ruth’s Stories for the Young: or Evenings with John Woolman.  Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott 

& Co., 1865. 

This biography of English Quaker John 

Woolman (1720-1772) for children is related 

as a series of conversations between a young 

woman and her siblings.  Drawn from 

Woolman‘s Journal (1774), the text strives 

to portray this anti-slavery advocate as a 

gentle male hero worthy of respect and 

emulation, which is striking, considering the 

brutal Civil War then underway.  This 

pastoral scene of boys and girls playing 

together reflects the Quaker ideal of gender 

equality and cooperation. 
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Jolly Times: Stories for the Youngest Readers.  Boston: D. Lothrop Company, ca. 1893. 

With its color printed cover, this picture book reflects the full flower of 

visual print culture for children in the late nineteenth-century, driven in no 

small part by the success of New York picture book publisher 

McLoughlin Brothers.  Like his New York competitor, Daniel Lothrop 

put colored pictures on both the front and back covers and photo 

engravings on every page.  This serene scene of a boy handing a girl a toy 

boat depicts children not as scrawny workers but as well fed creatures 

enjoying a natural state of play.  The cover was produced by the Boston 

firm Armstrong & Co., active between 1872 and 1897, which for a time 

operated as part of Houghton Mifflin. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

&     &     & 

 

Lessie M. Drown, The Romance of Hopedale, 1932. 

This volume, called on its cover a 

―Scribble-in Book,‖ contains history of 

the town of Hopedale, Massachusetts. 

Written by Lessie M. Drown in 1932, 

the 87 page narrative chronicles the 

creation of a community based around a 

common bond of religion.  Hopedale, 

according to Drown, was originally 

settled by a society named ―Fraternity 

No. 1,‖ which was founded on a 

declaration of faith entitled ―Practical 

Christianity.‖  The declaration begins 

―We are Christians.  Our Creed is the 

New Testament.  Our religion is love.  

Our only law is the will of God.‖  The narrative goes on to explain the struggles of building a town from 

the ground up, including attaining land, building new schools and roads, bringing in manufacturing, and 

unfortunately, debt.  The society went bankrupt, but as Drown writes, the exercise of community 

development was by no means a failure – ―Personally I do not like to think of it as a failure, but as a 

beautiful and thrilling adventure which was first a thought then a wish…then a faith, next a struggle and 

last a fact.‖  Purchased from John C. Schumoeher-Hardy,  Harriette M. Forbes Fund and Gladys Brooks 

Foundation Fund. 

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles 
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Melinda E. Field, Souvenir Herbarium, 1849-1855. 

 Kept by Melinda E. Field from 1849-1855, this souvenir herbarium contains 

specimens from Pennsylvania, New York, and Connecticut.  The album 

contains 12 botanicals, mostly leaves, sewn neatly into the pages and labelled 

with the locations and dates they were found.  A few loose specimens are 

found betweenn  other pages, having never been stitched in.  The album 

features ―Holly from Laurel Hill, Cemetery, Philadelphia,‖ leaves ―From the 

Charter Oak, Hartford, Conn,‖ ―From the monument on the spot where stood 

the elm tree, under which Wm Penn made a treaty with the Indians,‖ and 

―From a willow tree planted by myself at Fieldsborough.‖  Purchased from 

Savoy Books, Gladys Brooks Foundation Fund. 

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles 

 

 

Anna E. Adams Filley, Lived to See the Triumph. St. Louis, 1875.  

 

This chromolithograph was made in St. Louis after a 

painting by Anna E. Adams Filley, an author and 

artist who was active in the Ladies National League, 

the Sanitary Commission and other social reform 

movements in Missouri. She was something of a 

firebrand -- in June of 1863 she wrote a letter to 

General U.S. Grant stating, ―Our hearts and our 

sympathies are with you, and we beg of you to call 

upon us if possible, whenever & wherever you may 

need that aid and comfort which we the loyal women 

of St. Louis, stand ready to minister to every soldier 

who raises a hand to destroy the traitorous worms 

that gnaw at the heart of this great nation.‖  This 

print, showing a pair of babies and the elderly men 

they would become, was made to commemorate the 

100
th
 anniversary of the American Revolution and 

draws attention to the end of slavery and the 

sacrifices of the Civil War. All the proceeds from its 

sale were used to establish a trade school for African 

American women in St. Louis.   Purchased from 

Between the Covers, Print Acquisitions Fund.   

~Lauren Hewes 
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Sarah Annie Frost. The Tiny Library. New York: American Tract Society, ca. 1881. 

 

This is a fine example of the American Tract Society‘s attempt to compete with the secular market to 

produce exquisitely packaged miniature books for children, in this case, a box set of short stories by Sarah 

Annie Frost.  The chromolithographed box top reflects the popular use of lithographic technology in 

children‘s book publishing after the Civil War, a development led by New York publisher McLoughlin 

Brothers.  Purchased from Bromer Books, Emma Forbes Waite Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

Good Books. Valuable Medical Works. Charles S. Riley. Holland, New York, ca. 1868-1870.  

Recent scholars at AAS have been very interested in medical 

literature and in particular texts concerned with the dissemination of 

reproductive information.  This publisher‘s advertising sheet is 

double-sided and contains a wealth of description for several texts 

available in the United States after the Civil War, including a book 

about venereal disease, a handbook of midwifery, and a 458-page 

tome on the male generative organs. Offered for sale with more 

popular texts such as Aristotle’s Masterpiece, and ―cheap books‖ 

such as The Demon of the Desert and Six Shooter Jim, these texts 

would have been distributed solely by mail from Riley‘s address in 

Holland, New York.  AAS holds two other flyers about Riley‘s 

products, one featuring exclusively his dime novels, and the second 

selling advice books (Bashfulness Cured!) and parlor amusements.  

Purchased from Robert Rubin, Anonymous Fund #1.  

~Lauren Hewes 
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Samuel G. Goodrich. The Story of the Trapper. Boston: S.G. Goodrich, 1830. 

Even though AAS has one of the single strongest collections of 

children‘s books by the prolific writer Samuel Griswold Goodrich 

(1793-1860), who used the pseudonym ―Peter Parley,‖ we are 

always thrilled to find titles new to our collection.  This is the 

story of a fur trapper who searches the wilderness near the shore 

of Lake Superior in search of his missing son.  The boy is 

eventually found living among a group of Native Americans, and 

the two are reunited without violent incident.  This vividly hand-

colored frontispiece metal engraving shows Peter Parley as an 

older man with a cane, telling his story to a group of interested 

children seated at a blazing fireside.  Purchased from Dan Siegel, 

Harry Stoddard Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

 

L. H. Griffin Ambrotype Rooms, trade card, Boston, ca. 1860.  

 

Lemuel H. Griffin opened his photographic studio on 

Washington Street in Boston in 1859.  His previous 

experience as a general salesman must have proved 

helpful because he worked successfully in Boston 

and Charlestown as a photographer from 1859 until 

1872.  In 1862, Griffin opened a second location on 

Tremont Street. Eventually the Tremont location 

proved to be more successful, and the Washington 

Street. address was closed.  In the city directories, 

Griffin lists himself as a daguerreotypist and later as 

a ―photographist.‖ Purchased from Peter Luke, 

Audrey and William Helfand Fund.   

~Lauren Hewes 
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Elizabeth Betsy Howe. The Visions. [N.p, 1879].  

 

The Devil, chloroform, and the Apocalypse of 1881 all 

feature in this self-published account of the visions of a late 

Victorian American female book agent in Saginaw, 

Michigan. In her first vision, Elizabeth Betsy Howe 

describes the Devil, writing ―[he was] a man with long 

black wings and he held a two-tined pitch-fork, with long 

wooden handle, and his teeth were clenched deep, as long as 

your fingers are, and he without was black as ink, and 

within a burning fire…‖ Before her second vision, Howe 

was inexplicably ―chloroformed and just escaped death…” 

In her third vision, Howe predicted the Apocalypse would 

occur in 1881. Page seven contains manuscript 

emendations, possibly in the author‘s hand. The nature of this small pamphlet suggests the sixty year old 

Howe had it privately printed and perhaps sold it herself as its sole book agent for the cover price of 25 

cents. Death records show that Howe died in Saginaw, Michigan in 1900 (about nine years after her 

predicted Apocalypse) at aged 80, stated occupation: book agent.  Purchased from Ian Brabner, Stoddard 

Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 

Epaphras Hoyt, Diary, 1843-1844. 

 Epaphras Hoyt (1765-1850) was a Major-General of the 

Massachusetts militia and a lifelong resident of Deerfield, 

Massachusetts.  Professionally, Hoyt was a surveyor, and wrote 

and published treaties on military history, natural history, 

astronomy, and geography.  His diary, a repurposed account book, 

contains daily entries from January 1, 1843 through April of the 

following year.  He provides a vivid glimpse into 19th century life 

in Deerfield, with entries discussing the deaths of community 

members, outbreaks of fire and disease, parades, and political 

gatherings.  Hoyt, an active member of the community, attended 

meetings regarding the introduction and construction of local 

railroads, as well as public lectures on the topics of temperance, 

and slavery. Purchased from Carmen D. Valentino., John T. Lee 

Fund. 

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles 
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Illustrissimo Jabez Bowen, Armigero, College Rhod. Insulae quod Providentiae est, Cancellari.  

Providence:  Johannis Carter, Jun., 1799.   

This broadside joins several other Brown University-

related sheets in the Society‘s collection of 18
th
-century 

American printing.  Jabez Bowen, whose name and title 

appear at the head of this sheet, served as chancellor of 

Rhode Island College (later Brown University) from 1785 

until his death in 1814. This broadside, written in Latin, 

lists the twenty-four 1799 graduates of the college as well 

as outlining their courses of study and dissertation.  

Known in only a mutilated version owned by Brown (of 

which AAS held a photocopy), this copy fills in the 

missing sections and is the only known complete copy. 

Purchased on eBay, Anonymous Fund  #1. 

~Lauren Hewes 

 

 

 

Jack’s Funny Friend. Chicago: A.J. Nutting & Co., ca. 1876. 

This picture book is a welcome addition to our holdings of children‘s 

books printed as advertisements.  Clothiers advertising readymade 

clothes for boys started issuing such books as early as the 1850s, with 

The Oak Hall Pictorial, a clothbound book published by Boston‘s Oak 

Hall store.  Jack’s Funny Friend resembles more a periodical than a 

book with its large format, chromolithographed cover, and text 

featuring a photoengraving on every page.  The back cover boasts an 

inventory ranging from kilt suits for boys aged 2 ½ to 6, to business 

suits for youths aged 16 to 18.  Ever the advertisement, this book is 

dedicated ―to those faithful mothers whose ingenuity is often taxed to 

amuse as well as clothe the energetic small boy.‖  Purchased from 

Peter Luke, Linda & Julian Lapides Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 
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[Jacob’s Ladder. United States?, ca. 1870?] 

This is a rare example of pictures (perhaps originally from a miniature book) cut up and held together 

with cloth tape to make a toy that can be swung and unfolded at will.  All of the images show children 

outdoors in activities including sledding and horseback riding.  To our surprise, the images are pasted on 

to glass sheets, making for a tinkling sound when handled.  It seems likely that this was a toy meant to be 

handled by an adult for a child‘s amusement.  Purchased from Daniel Hirsch, Linda & Julian Lapides 

Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

David Claypoole Johnston, Mr. Kilner as Capt. Copp, ink wash and watercolor drawing, ca. 1825. 

This small watercolor depicts the actor Thomas Kilner (1777-1862) in 

the comedy Charles the Second or The Merry Monarch which played 

in Boston in June of 1825.  Kilner had recently become the part-owner 

(with Henry James Finn) of the Federal Street Theater in Boston. Born 

in England, the actor came to the U.S. in 1815 where he found steady 

work. One 1819 review noted that Kilner was a ―very respectable and 

useful performer, in tragedy, comedy or farce. With a figure, face, and 

voice, well adapted to the characters of old men, whether serious or 

comic, he seldom fails to represent them in such a manner as secures 

the approbation of the audience.‖  In this monochromatic watercolor, 

which was probably done as a study for a lithograph, Johnston 

captures the sturdy posture and expressiveness of Kilner. In 1825-26, 

a Boston lithographer printed a portrait of Finn after a sketch by 

Johnston (the sketch is now in the Society‘s Johnston archive) and a 

lithograph of both Kilner and Finn on stage in Paul Pry. The Society 

holds impressions of both lithographs.  This watercolor joins that 

group of Boston theatrical images. Purchased from Periodyssey, Ahmanson Foundation Fund. 

~Lauren Hewes 
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Washington C. Kantner. Illustrated Book of Objects in English and Spanish.  Mexico [and New 

York]: O.H. Elliott, 1883. 

This is a collection of 2,036 wood engravings arranged alphabetically 

arranged by the corresponding words in English.  The bilingual text 

includes pictures of a composing stick, a magic lantern, and the 

relatively new activity of photographing.  The splendid gilt design on 

the front cover shows the Mexican and American eagles sharing equal 

ground with the nations‘ flags intertwined below, and the shield bearing 

the message, ―Amistad‖ (friendship) front and center.  Purchased from 

Pacific Book Auctions Gallery, Linda & Julian Lapides Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

 

 

Mission Institute. Plan and Course of Study of Mission Institute, with a Catalogue for the Year 

Ending April Eleventh, 1849. Quincy, Ill.: Printed by C. M. Woods, 1849.   

A rare item for a missionary school in Quincy with no copies located 

on OCLC, this catalog is from the second iteration of a school that had 

once known as ―the Abolitionist Factory‖ for its work smuggling 

fugitive slaves out of neighboring Missouri. The school scaled back its 

radical activities after the death of its founder David Nelson in 1844, 

and in 1845 it became the Adelphia Theological Seminary. In this 

catalog the board, faculty, and students are listed, as are current 

missionaries who had attended the institute (graduates are noted among 

the Sioux, in Jamaica, in ―Hindostan, the Mendi mission in Africa, and 

New Zealand, as well as various domestic locations). The course of 

study and the advantages of an education here are noted in detail, and 

though the overt mission of the school may not be abolitionist, the 

pamphlet does note, ―There are two debating societies, a missionary, 

and anti-slavery, and other associations, and a society of inquiry into 

the condition of the world, which has a reading room with religious 

papers and periodicals.‖  Purchased from Garrett Scott, Richard 

Morgan School Catalog Gift Fund. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 
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Mrs. Lovechild (Lady Eleanor Fenn).  The Rational Dame; or Hints Towards Supplying Prattle for 

Children.  New York: Samuel Wood & Sons, 1821. 

This is one of many titles written by English writer Eleanor Fenn (1744-1813), 

who believed that children best learn about facts and morality when taught 

using examples from natural history, preferably by a rational mother.  As the 

frontispiece suggests, the text is full of short pieces about birds, dogs, and farm 

animals.  This finely wrought frontispiece is the work the great American 

wood engraver Alexander Anderson (1775-1870). Gift of David Doret & Linda 

Mitchell. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

 

Old Friends in a New Dress or Familiar Fables in Verse. New Haven: Sidney’s Press, 1823. 

AAS has over 350 titles printed by Sidney Babcock (1797?-1884), who 

operated shops in both New Haven and Charleston.  We are always 

delighted to acquire a Babcock children‘s title new to the collection, as is the 

case with this 1823 edition of Aesop‘s Fables.  This handsome frontispiece 

depicting the wily fox trying to get the crow to drop the cheese in her beak is 

the work of master wood engraver Alexander Anderson.  Purchased from 

Gordon Hopkins., Ruth Adomeit Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

 

 

Seybert, Adam. Statistical Annals … of the United States of America. Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson 

& Son, 1818. 

A famous review of Adam Seybert‘s Statistical Annals began: ―This is a book of character, and authority; 

but it is a very large book,‖ and it was the size of the volume, combined with its grandiose mission, which 

prompted its British reviewer to ask the now infamous rhetorical question: "Who reads an American 

book?" (Sydney Smith, Edinburgh Review, Jan. 1820, p. 69).  

This particular very large American book was chock full of statistical information about the United States 

population (including the slave population), commerce, post-offices, revenue, lands, military, public debt, 

and more. The author, Adam Seybert, was a congressman from Pennsylvania.  He intended his book of 

facts to be used to support the policy-making decisions of his colleagues with actual statistical evidence, 
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arguing it was needed based on ―the opinions expressed in the United States, and confirmed by the 

declarations made in foreign countries, that the documents, annually published by the direction of 

Congress, could not be obtained.‖ (p. vi) Seybert continued: ―Moreover, we are confident, that no 

department of the government is in the possession of a complete set of these State Papers; on account of 

their scarcity it was ordered by the House of Representatives, that they should not be taken from the 

office of the clerk, though they were intended to be used in debate.‖ (p. vi) 

Seybert neatly fit his Statistical Annals into the project of 

national identity formation and American exceptionalism: ―No 

period of our future history can be more interesting than some of 

the past. No other nation has hitherto furnished an equal body of 

authentic information.‖ (p. vi) Perhaps this was the phrase in 

particular that sparked the British book reviewers‘ ire, when 

Smith wrote in reply: "In the four quarters of the globe, who 

reads an American book? or goes to an American play? or looks 

at an American picture or statue?" (For a recent reply to this 

rhetorical denigration of American books, see a special issue of 

the online journal Common-place.org entitled ―Who Reads An 

Early American Book?‖) 

While it is true that AAS already had a copy of this monumental 

work in a presentation binding, the copy Darrel Hyder gave to 

AAS is in its original paper-covered boards with a printed spine label. On the cover is a faint ink 

inscription ―Hon[ora]b[l]e Timothy Pitkin.‖  The provenance is of interest because Pitkin had compiled 

his own statistical work which is mentioned briefly (and then dismissed) in the introduction to Seybert‘s 

volume.  Although the Philadelphia firm of Thomas Dobson & Son published the book, the actual 

printing was accomplished by William Fry, and the significance of Fry‘s work is described by Darrell 

Hyder in his article, ―Philadelphia Fine Printing 1780-1820:‖ 

This great reference work will not be taken for elegant printing; its thin boards, paper spine, 

middling-quality wove handmade paper (as witnessed by four deckle edges) assert that it is a 

trade publication. Yet two things about it are very good. Its composition, done again in the heavy-

face pica types of Ronaldson, is well spaced and, in the many charts and tables, rigorously 

consistent and pleasing in treatment. Then, the presswork and inking are even throughout, thanks 

probably to Columbian presses. At least a neatness of manner in printing mundane works marked 

William Fry‘s later days, and simply the use of higher quality paper would have made any single 

product of his press twice as good. (Printing and Graphic Arts IX.3, Sept. 1961: p. 97) 

Gift of Darrell Hyder. 

~Elizabeth Watts Pope 

 

http://www.common-place.org/vol-09/no-03/
http://www.common-place.org/vol-09/no-03/
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Nathan Sherwin, Account Book, 1824-1848. 

 

 Nathan Sherwin was a tavern keeper in 

Windsor, Vermont.  He kept this 

daybook from 1824 through 1848, 

recording all of his daily finances.  

Sherwin‘s most frequently sold drinks 

include glasses of old rum, new rum, 

gin, rye gin, and brandy and sugar.  In 

addition to income from his tavern, 

Sherwin records income from day work 

performed by himself and presumably 

his sons – ―1/2 Day work myself Dig 

Potatoes‖ and on the same day ―1 Day 

work my boy Dig Potatoes,‖ ―One days 

work haying for Rufus Forbush beginning about nine oclock.‖  This volume provides an interesting look 

into 19th century libations, as well as the daily life of a tavern keeper.  Gift of Cheryl Needle.   

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles 

 

The Silver World (Lake City, Colorado).  May 4, 1886.  Printed on yellow wrapping paper. 

 The Silver World began in 1875 as the first newspaper of 

Lake City.  At first it was printed on a Washington-style hand 

press.   In 1877 the paper obtained what is said to be the first 

power press west of the Continental Divide (it weighed three 

tons) brought in by road as no railroad had yet reached Lake 

City.  There are conflicting stories about when the paper 

ended, but it ceased in either 1888 or 1889.   This particular 

issue was printed on yellow paper meant for wrapping.   The 

paper is thinner than normal paper used to print newspapers, 

but it took the ink well.  It is a serviceable issue.  Being a 

mining town on the outskirts of settled areas, there were 

probably times when printing supplies ran low before new 

deliveries could be made, forcing the printer to use whatever 

was at hand. Lake City still exists today despite a declining 

population since 1900.  Today 375 people live in the town 

which also includes 200 historic buildings. Purchased from 

Timothy Hughes. 

~Vincent Golden 
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Tales of the Fairy World. New York: McLoughlin Bros., 1883. 

Tales of the Fairy World is a compilation of three popular Grimm fairy tales: ―Bonnybelle,‖ ―The Brave 

Little Tailor,‖ and ―Snow White.‖  This 

chromolithographed image of dwarfs discovering the 

sleeping Snow White illustrates the story put in verse by 

popular children‘s writer Josephine Pollard (1834-1892). 

All three stories were also issued separately by 

McLoughlin Brothers in less expensive paper wrappers as 

part of the Grimm’s Series.  Purchased from Enchanted 

Books, Linda & Julian Lapides Fund. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 

 

 

 

 

Ticket Stub from a Reading by Charles Dickens, New York, April 16, 1868. A.S. Seer printer.    

This small ticket stub documents one of the final American 

readings given by British author Charles Dickens during his 1868 

tour of the United States. These performances were wildly popular 

in New York, Boston and Washington, D.C., and featured the 

author reading from several texts including David Copperfield, 

and A Christmas Carol. Imagine hearing Scrooge in the author's 

voice! This tour proved to be Dickens‘s final visit to America. 

The author Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) heard Dickens speak 

in New York in January of 1868 and noted, ―Promptly at 8 P.M., 

unannounced, and without waiting for any stamping or clapping 

of hands to call him out, a tall, "spry," (if I may say it,) thin-

legged old gentleman, gotten up regardless of expense, especially 

as to shirt-front and diamonds, with a bright red flower in his 

button-hole, gray beard and moustache, bald head, and with side 

hair brushed fiercely and tempestuously forward, as if its owner 

were sweeping down before a gale of wind, the very Dickens came! …. [T]hat queer old head took on a 

sort of beauty, bye and bye, and a fascinating interest, as I thought of the wonderful mechanism within it, 

the complex but exquisitely adjusted machinery that could create men and women, and put the breath of 

life into them and alter all their ways and actions, elevate them, degrade them, murder them, marry them, 

conduct them through good and evil, through joy and sorrow, on their long march from the cradle to the 
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grave, and never lose its godship over them, never make a mistake! I almost imagined I could see the 

wheels and pulleys work. This was Dickens – Dickens!‖   This small piece of ephemera evokes 

Clemens‘s sense of awe and the thrill of hearing Dickens read, and was saved by an unidentified audience 

member. Acquired through exchange with Aiglatson. 

~Lauren Hewes 

 

To All unto Whom These Presents Shall Come, Greeting.  Know ye, That We Have Assigned and 

Constituted, and Do by These Presents Assign, Constitute and Appoint our Trusty and Well-beloved 

[blank] to Be One of Our Justices to Keep our Peace ...  Massachusetts, before 1775.   

 

There are multiple, earlier printings of this form for 

assigning Justice of the Peace duties held by AAS, the 

Library Company of Philadelphia, and the Massachusetts 

Historical Society, where the governing authority is clearly 

stated to be the crown.  After the successes of the 

Revolution, new oaths were required.  Perhaps to expedite 

the process, the original colonial forms were used with the 

provincial and royal seals removed and any reference to 

the king scratched out.  This form is an example from this 

transitional period. The present example of the form was 

filled out in manuscript in September, 1776 and bears the 

signatures of James Otis, Walter Spooner and Moses Gill, 

all active patriots in the American Revolution. Purchased 

from Gordon Hopkins, Lapidus 18
th
-Century Fund. 

~Lauren Hewes 
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John Russell Webb, The Normal Primer for the Nursery. New York: Sheldon, Lamport & 

Blakeman, 1855. 

John Russell Webb (1824-1887) was a proponent of the word method of 

reading that emphasized the understanding of a complete word over the 

sounding out of individual vowels, consonants, and syllables—which 

countered the popular approach to reading instruction in the first half of the 

nineteenth century.  In this example, the word ―runs‖ dominates the text and 

is reinforced by the Albert Jocelyn‘s wood engraving of a boy and girl 

running with their hoops.  From an iconographic standpoint, it is unusual for 

both a boy and a girl shown together being equally active (girls were usually 

depicted as more passive).  The concluding sentences endorse the scene, ―a 

good boy plays and runs; a good girl plays and runs‖—conveying a rather 

radical message for the time.  Purchased from James Arsenault, Linda & 

Julian Lapides Fund. 

~Laura Wasowicz 

Wentworth Family Papers, 1864-1868. 

 
Brothers Paul Wentworth (1846-1915) and Moses Jones Wentworth (1848-1922) were members of a 

prominent New Hampshire family.  They attended Harvard College and graduated together in 1868.  

After graduating they both pursued careers in law and politics.  This collection of notebooks and papers, 

which includes 14 notebooks and 31 fascicles, were kept by both brothers while attending Harvard.  The 

notebooks were kept by both Paul and Moses, and cover the wide array of topic they were studying in 

school, including economics, chemistry, philosophy, physics, religion, Latin, Greek, mathematics, 

geometry, and hygiene.  The other papers were written solely by Paul and contain series of essays such as 

―The Enfranchisement of Women‖ and ―Some Point in the ‗Darwinian‘ View of the Origin of the Human 

Species.‖  These papers provide insight into mid-19th century education and undergraduate studies.  

Purchased from Ian Brabner, Henry F. DePuy Fund. 

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles 
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The Youth’s Picture Carpet.  Black Rock, N.Y.: Smith H. Salisbury, 1827. 

This exceedingly rare picture book contains 389 wood 

engravings with accompanying descriptions.  According to 

its subtitle, it could be used for ―the diversion and 

improvement of youth,‖ or as ―a convenient and useful 

pattern and specimen book.‖  The book‘s folio size (16 

inches tall) makes it a highly unusual format for children‘s 

books printed in the 1820s.  Smith H. Salisbury (1786-1832) 

published a variety of books for an adult audience, including 

almanacs.  The numerous wood engravings, although 

unsigned, look like the work of prolific American wood 

engravers Alexander Anderson and John H. Hall.  We are 

very pleased that we could acquire this rare example of 

regional printing that traverses the worlds of the nursery and 

printing office.  Marcus McCorison would have been pleased 

to find it!  Purchased from Bartleby‘s Books, Hugh Amory, 

Ruth Adomeit, and Marcus McCorison Funds. 

~Laura E. Wasowicz 

 


