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Address of the Carrier of the Kentuckian. Frankfort,
Kentucky: s.n., A.T. Leonard., 1830.
This broadside is the earliest example of a Kentucky
carrier’s address in the AAS collection (earlier addresses
are known, but are lacked by the Society). Bordered
with elegantly laid out type ornamentation topped off
with eagles and a cut of a printing press, the poem on the
sheet is a typical summary of the events of the previous
year (1830) with a New Year’s message and call for tips
for the boys who carry the papers. The poem mentions
Kentucky hero Henry Clay, then serving as a state
Senator, lists events in Europe and Algiers, and
philosophizes that all the coverage of battles and coups is
what sells the paper, stating: “Wrangling is the life of
news.” Purchased at Elizabeth’s Auctions with funds
from Ahmanson Foundation Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

The Adventures of Teasing Tom and Naughty Ned with a Spool of
Clark’s O.N.T. Cotton. New York: F.B. Patterson, 1879.
Books printed as advertisements were frequently directed at
children, as is the case of this chapbook hawking Clark’s cotton
thread. Not only do Tom and Ned play hooky from school, but they
use a spool of Clark’s Thread to strangle four ducks, leaving them
for Granny Blobkin to roast. The naughty boys do not let the
resourceful Granny enjoy her roast ducks; they use more of the
thread to hook them up the chimney. The text all but absolves the
boys from their bad behavior: “Boy’s pranks are soon forgotten, If
after deeds are true and strong And useful--as Clark’s Cotton!”
Purchased from Joann Reisler. Adopt-a-Book Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz
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Album of Memory. [New York?: Leavitt & Allen?, not after
1859]
Between the 1820s and 1860s American publishers issued blank
albums with decorative bindings, illustrated title pages, and a
number of plates interspersed throughout the blank pages.
Sometimes called a friendship book, album amoricum, or
autograph/poetry album, such albums were often kept by boys and
girls in seminaries, academies, and high schools whose fellow
students sign their names, often including pieces of poetry. This
volume has a red morocco embossed binding with a center gilt
stamped onlay with the title of the album. It was kept by Bettie
Bagwell from the Williamsburg area. Along with the usual
signatures and poetry, this volume includes drawings, cutouts and
even hair cuttings braided and tied with ribbons! Many of the entries
are from classmates at the Wesleyan Female Seminary in Staunton,
Virginia, most from the 1860s. There are also several signatures and a wonderful handwritten poem from
Civil War soldiers from the 39th Virginia Infantry from Norfolk and an entry signed “Johnny Reb.”
Purchased on eBay on the Henry F. DePuy Fund.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope

F.D. Allen, Concert of Sacred Music, in the Third Associate
Reformed Church . . . New York: E. Conrad, 1819.
This broadside for a concert given in the spring of 1819 was not
identified by Shaw & Shoemaker in their bibliography of
American imprints from before 1820, making it an exciting
acquisition for AAS. The broadside, printed with several
different type styles, was made by Ephriam Conrad, who was at
work in Philadelphia from 1795 to 1827, and steadily produced
pamphlets, reports and newspapers for local clients. Author and
composer Francis D. Allen arranged the concert and began
promoting it in New York papers in April 1819, listing tickets at
50 cents. He emphasized that much of the music was new, very
chaste, and appropriate for a wide audience. After the event, the
press reported that over 600 ladies and gentlemen attended the
concert. The Providence [R.I.] Patriot printed a summary of the
concert which although held in New York, featured three new
works by local composer Oliver Shaw. Purchased from David
M. Lesser with Anonymous Fund #1.
~Lauren Hewes
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American Fortune Telling
Cards, with Directions. New
York and Philadelphia:
Turner & Fisher, after 1835.
36 cards with box.
AAS has several sets of fortune
telling cards in its Toys and
Games collection. This set
features typical four-suit cards
suggesting travel, wealth,
poverty, love, etc., but is
distinctive because many of the
images feature American
eagles, allegories of Liberty, and American flags. Produced in Philadelphia by Turner & Fisher, who also
printed almanacs and children’s books, this set of cards was sold at bookstores up and down the eastern
seaboard, starting in 1835. Advertisements read: “Peeps into Futurity, or a Knowledge of what is to come,
will be revealed in the most infallible manner by the new American Fortune Telling Cards, which are
founded upon the true scientific principles of the ancient Horoscope.” The price varied from bookseller
to bookseller, ranging from 15 cents a box to 25 cents per box. Purchased from Boston Rare Maps with
Anonymous #1 Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

Arms, A.D. Copy Book, 1870-1877 (with stylus and carbon papers).
A new addition to the Society’s Penmanship Collection is this copy book, with
stylus and copy paper still intact. The copied letters are all signed by an A.D.
Arms, and most are written to recipients in Montpelier, so he was likely from
the town, or close by. Although the book has only a few copied letters, they
are entertaining and provide a glimpse into his daily life. Arms’s outgoing
correspondence includes letters concerning a sheep dilemma (he does not think
the sheep he received were the ones described by the seller), a trial of a new
mowing machine, and inquiries about an artificial ear drum. Because Arms’s
outgoing correspondence is all together in this copy book, (a rarity, since
correspondence is typically scattered among its recipients), we get a fairly
good picture of this individual who was clearly also interested in copybook technology. Purchased from
Steve Finer. John T. Lee Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles
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Calico Dress Ball! There Will be a Social Dance
at Lyceum Hall, West Acton. Boston: Searle
Printing, 1870.
This large (42” x 28 ½”) broadside was one of a
group of five sheets purchased together, all of which
relate to activities in Acton and West Acton,
Massachusetts, between 1865 and 1875. Printed in
Boston by F.A. Searle, who was well-known for his
circus posters, all of the broadsides make excellent
use of large, eye-catching wooden type and brightly
colored paper. Given the thin paper and temporal
nature of the events advertised (dances, fund-raising
levees, and church festivals), it is amazing that these
five printed sheets survived. This broadside
advertises a dance in mid-February, which may have
been held in honor of Valentine’s Day, a popular
occasion for community social events. Purchased
from Harold Gordon with Harry G. Stoddard
Memorial Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

A.G. Campbell after William D.
Washington.
r al o atan . New
York: William Pate, 1868.
is an iconic image
celebrating the ost Cause by depicting
the strength and decency of Confederate
women during wartime. The image was
painted by a Virginian during the Civil
War and records the burial of William
atan , who was killed far from home in
battle in June of 1862. atan ’s burial
was overseen by a group of local women
and slaves on a plantation near the action.
The event was recorded first as a poem
published in the July 1862 issue of the
Southern Literary Messenger. The poem,
and popular reaction to it, inspired
Washington’s painting which was completed during 1863. The finished canvas toured the South between
1864 and 1865 and was an instant hit: it had to be exhibited inside the State House in Richmond to
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accommodate the crowds who came to see it. After the war, the artist had the painting engraved by a
New York printing house and the resulting print was widely distributed. The Southern Magazine offered
free copies of the print as a premium for subscribers into the 1870s. Historian (and AAS member) Drew
Gilpin Faust has stated that this important engraving “became a standard decorative item in latenineteenth-century white southern homes.” Purchased from the Old Print Shop with funds from Print
Acquisitions Fund and Anonymous #1 Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

Carroll, Lewis. The Hunting of the Snark: an Agony
in Eight Fits. Boston: James R. Osgood and
Company, late Ticknor & Fields, and Fields, Osgood
& Co., 1876.
Best known as the author of A c ’s Adv
s
Wonderland (1865), Lewis Carroll – the pen-name of
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, a mathematical lecturer at
Christ Church, Oxford – also wrote this fantastical epic
tale recounting the adventures of a bizarre troupe of nine
tradesmen and a beaver. First published in London in
1876, this first American edition was reproduced that
same year by photo-lithography in a smaller format by
James R. Osgood in Boston. The paper-covered boards
on this copy, while not the best condition, do
immediately attract attention, as do the nine illustrations
inside, all of which were done by Henry Holiday. A
tenth illustration depicting the Snark was rejected by
Carroll – he wanted the creature to remain
unimaginable. Purchased at the Papertown Book Fair on the Harry G. Stoddard Memorial Fund.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope

Constitution and By-Laws of the Hook & Ladder Company, No. 1,
Cleveland. Cleveland: Rice & Penniman, 1836.
APPARENTLY UNRECORDED, ONLY KNOWN COPY!
Rice & Penniman were known to be printing in Cleveland, Ohio, in the
mid-1830s, but this particular pamphlet is evidently entirely unrecorded.
The Constitution for this firefighting company defines the duties of the
Officers, who are headed by the Foreman. The bylaws decree that "the
uniform of this company shall be a felt hat painted with the initials and
number of the company, and a leather belt." There is a 50 cents reward
for "that member who shall first appear at the deposit of the hook and
ladders having on his uniform." And, "It shall be the duty of those who
are engaged in the transportation of the hooks and ladder to a fire while
on their way to call out at intervals the name and number of their
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company." Purchased from David Lesser on the Richard P. Morgan Ohio Book Fund and the Henry F.
DePuy Fund.
~Elizabeth Pope
The First Annual Report of the People's
Washing and Bathing Association. New York:
J.W. Harrison, MDCCCLIII. [1853]
Indoor plumbing, while taken for granted today,
should properly be considered one of the most
transformative innovations for daily life in the
modern world. The People's Washing and Bathing
House, where the public could bathe or get their
clothing washed, was the first establishment of its
kind in this country. And according to all
accounts, the streets of 1850s New York City
were the right place to start the cleanup. Issued in
printed illustrated wrappers, the first report of the
organization promoted its hair-dressing saloon in
the basement and the fact that a physician was in
attendance constantly. Wash-women signed in print their testimonial that “we can wash twice as much as
at home in the same time.” Many prominent New Yorkers got on the bandwagon, as evinced by this copy
inscribed with the regards of Elbridge Gerry, Jr. and the list of stockholders printed inside including
Horace Greeley and even P.T. Barnum! Purchased from Garrett Scott on the NEH Challenge Grant.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope

The Franklin, or, A Political, Agricultural, and Mechanical Gazette (Washington, DC) Oct. 31, 1801.
No. 1.
The Franklin was published by James Lyon. Inside the front wrapper
is a note from Lyon about his difficulties publishing the Friend of the
People (Richmond, VA) and having to move to Washington before
subscribers received “the full worth of the sums advanced.” This
periodical was published at the office of the National Magazine, Or,
Cabinet of the United States, another periodical that Lyons was
publishing. The Franklin included articles originally printed in this
publication as well as material from other sources. This is issue no. 1
of The Franklin and may have been the only one published. No
evidence has been found so far of another one being printed and the
National Magazine ceased publication less than three months later.
Purchased from Jeffrey H. Harks on the Harry G. Stoddard Fund.
~Vincent Golden
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Additions to the G. & C. Merriam Business Records, 1818-1860.
G. & C. Merriam Company, printers, booksellers and publishers in Springfield, Massachusetts, was
established in 1831 by brothers George (1803-1880) and Charles (1806-1887) Merriam. The company
specialized in school books, law books, Bibles, and dictionaries. In 1843 they bought the copyright for
W bs ’s U b dg d D c
y, revised it, and promoted it in large quantities. The success of this
venture brought G. & C. Merriam to the public’s attention and their business expanded considerably.
This small collection of five letters contains business correspondence to the firm, one early letter from
1834, one from 1844, and three letters dating from 1845. A few of the letters mention Webster’s
Dictionary, one correspondent demanding “You had better send 10 Webster vols. To New York in place
of the small numbers you first mentioned…” This collection is a significant addition to the Society’s
Merriam collection and more generally to its strong manuscript holdings in book trade, printing and
publishing history. Purchased from Stephen Resnick. Henry F. DePuy Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles

The Game of Jack of All Trades. New York: McLoughlin Bros., ca. 1900.
This is a welcome addition to our
holdings of McLoughlin Bros. games.
McLoughlin published an extensive
line of small boxed card games, like
Jack of All Trades. Games and
picture books about professions and
trades were used since the late
eighteenth century to teach children
about various ways of pursuing a
living. In this case, most of the
occupations represented are male,
including the pleading attorney and
rather drunken looking machinist.
Some female trades are present,
including the seamstress and milliner,
although both women look like sour
faced spinsters. Cultural artifacts of
childhood like The Game of Jack of
All Trades reveal a great deal about
prevailing attitudes toward gender and
specific occupations. This is one of
several generous gifts of David Doret; other titles given by Mr. Doret include Neues A-B-C Buch fur
Sonntags-Schulen. (Cleveland: Central Publishing House, ca. 1876) and T.S. Arthur, The Lost Children
and Other Stories. (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1859).

~Laura Wasowicz
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Holmes, Moses B., Excelsior Writing Book.
Moses B. Holmes (1837-1894) lived in Campton, New Hampshire. He
married Ann M. Bartlett (1839-1914) and the couple had two children,
Willie B. Holmes and Lewis Holmes. Moses was young when he
began writing in this writing book, which was manufactured by Norton
and Crawford in Concord, New Hampshire; some of the writing is
dated 1851 and 1857. Moses appears to have been quite the romantic,
copying and even composing his own poems about love, including
many reinterpretations of the classic “roses are red…”–“The sun is red /
The moon is white / I hope that I shall see you tonight.” Not only is the
volume filled with verses, but it is quite unusual in its abundance of
doodles and sketches. One page in particular features rows of trees and
birds, with text weaving through the pictures – “What is more beautiful
than the weaping [sic] Willow”, and “I know thou art beautiful / I [sic]
I love the more I love”. The last page of the volume features a list of
school children (Moses included) in Campton in 1851. Purchased from Aiglatson. Harriette M. Forbes
Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles

Horoscope, Philadelphia, March 1850
A rare find for the manuscripts department is this hand written
horoscope, or “nativitie,” The four page document features a chart
mapping out alignments of planets and the moon. The astrologer
gives the twenty-three year old subject details about his character,
general fortune on specific days and months, and children – “you
will have 6 children, but will raise only 4.” Most predictions are
positive, with occasional warnings on certain days – “Sickness,
which may interfere with and mitigate against your success in
business undertakings…” And at the end comes the all-important
disclaimer – “Now Sir! I have given you a general statement as to
the manners, your prospects fluctuate during life, and you will find
the advice valuable to follow. I mean to say, that on the days noted
for evil, you should be on the ground, attending to your business,
and deal with caution when giving credit. This information receive
and follow, and you will reap the benefit, you will understand, that
this judgment will be found correct to events yet hidden in the womb
of futurity as a general guide to prevent misfortune.” Purchased on
eBay. Gladys Brooks Foundation Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles
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Howe, Samuel Gridley. The l nd Ch ld’s F rst ook. Third edition. Boston: New England
Institution for the Education of the Blind, 1852.
This is a fairly early (and rare)
example of printing for the blind
using raised type known as Boston
ine, developed by the book’s
author Samuel Gridley Howe
(1801-1876), who gained national
fame as the founder and public face
of the New England Institution for
the Education for the Blind, later
the Perkins Institution. A
forerunner to the dot system of
Braille, Boston Line incorporates
the shapes of letters used by seeing
readers. The text encourages its
blind readers to develop the senses that they do have, reminding them, “You can learn to hear much better
than people who can see.”
d C d’s F s
k joins the thirty Boston Line books now held in
the AAS collections. Purchased from James Arsenault. Marcus A. McCorison Fund and Adopt-a-Book
Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz

W. G. Jackman, engraver. The White Republic against the World. Portrait of John H. Van
Evrie. New York: For the subscribers of The New York Day Book, after 1868.
This engraved portrait of author and newspaper publisher John
H. Van Evrie recently appeared on eBay. There were no
bidders, and AAS was able to subsequently acquire the print
directly from the seller. Van Evrie was an outspoken white
supremacist who bankrolled several papers and periodicals in
New York during Reconstruction. He also wrote several proslavery tracts during the Civil War. The masthead of his main
paper, The New York Day Book declared: “Devoted to White
Supremacy, State Equality, and Federal Union.” Van Evrie is
often cited for his 1860 book review of Walt Whitman’s
Leaves of Grass (which he called “bull” and “filth”). Today,
Van Evrie’s views on slavery and race are appalling and
extremely difficult to read, but the preservation of all aspects
of American history – the good, the bad and the really ugly –
is one of the roles of national repositories like the American
Antiquarian Society. Purchased on eBay with Harry G.
Stoddard Memorial Fund. Adopted anonymously at the 2013
Adopt-a-Book event with the dedication: “So that history does
not repeat itself.”
~Lauren Hewes
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The Last Words & Dying Speeches o John ly & Charles Rose… Boston: Ezekiel Russell, 1788.
The opportunity to acquire unknown pre-1800 broadsides is
always cause for celebration at AAS. This sheet recording the
last words of two men in Lenox, Massachusetts, relates to the
activities of Shays’s Rebellion in the border region of
Massachusetts and New York. Bly and Rose were both 22
years old when they were executed. Bly had worked as a
recruiter for Daniel Shays, but little is known of Rose. The
sheet, which features a cut of the double hanging, was found
by the owners tucked inside a set of encyclopedia’s which they
had purchased at a community book sale. An advertisement for
the broadside was listed by Charles Evans in his American
Bibliography, but no copy was known, until now. Purchased
from E. Gordon & Mary Whatley with Harry G. Stoddard
Memorial Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

The Life of Washington, and the History of the American Revolution. New York: J. Slater, ca. 18421849.
This wood engraved version of the
famous Washington family portrait is
taken from a youth biography of
Washington new to the AAS
collection. Biographies for young
people often contain wood-engraved
interpretations of famous portraits of
national figures, and should not be
overlooked as a rich source of mass
produced American iconography.
Purchased from Gilann Books.
Adopt-A-Book Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz
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Manton, Walter P. Taxidermy Without a Teacher. So.
Framingham [Mass.]: The J.C. Clark Printing Company, 1876.
The author describes how he originally wanted to call this book
“Simple Chats on Taxidermy,” and in it he certainly takes a
conversational approach after first setting the stage: “I ask the reader
to take himself, in imagination, to my work-shop, and to proceed as if
I were at his elbow, guiding his hand and explaining to him the
mysteries of this mysterious and beautiful art.” What follows is a
manual of instruction for preparing and preserving birds and animals,
including information on hunting and hygiene. This copy has a
blindstamp on the title page from Philbrick James Library and the
bookplate of Deerfield Public Library, which declares, among other
rules, that “All loud talking or unnecessary noise in the ibrary room
is strictly prohibited.” Purchased on eBay on the Henry F. DePuy
Fund.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope

National Magazine; or, A Political, Historical, Biographical, and Literary Repository (Richmond, and
Washington, DC), 1799-1800.
James Lyon was originally a Vermont printer but left the state for
political and business reasons. He settled in Richmond, Virginia and
started this periodical, one of the first in Richmond, but in 1800 Lyon
once again had to quickly pull up stakes and fled to Washington, DC
where he continued to publish this periodical. This volume contains
issues published in both places. While AAS already had most of the
Richmond issues, we were missing most of the Washington, DC issues.
These are much rarer and few copies are known. As mentioned in
AAS’s “Past is Present” blog, this is the volume that Marcus McCorison
originally encouraged me to purchase and which he kept reminding me
whenever it appeared in a dealer’s catalog. Thanks to the generous
support of his friends, it is now safely on our shelves. Purchased from
the William Reese Company on the Marcus A. McCorison Book Fund.
~Vincent Golden
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Das Neue Testament unsers Herrn und Heilandes Jesu Christi. Harrisburg, Pa.: Gedruckt und zu
haben bey Gustav S. Peters., 1830.
Early America was drowning in Bibles – they were first book
most households purchased – and so AAS does not attempt to
collect Bibles comprehensively throughout our entire time
period. What distinguishes this German language New
Testament, though, is the folk art Fraktur bookplate. Such
hand-painted works of art beautifully personalize what
otherwise would have been a rather generic volume. Here is the
translation (thanks to chief conservator Babette Genhrich!):
This New Testament is the property of
Me
Katarina Sanerbier
I (have) received it as a gift from my father for my instruction
and in God’s honor.
The 10th of January 1836
P.S. Babette also notes that the German words she has
translated as “instruction” ( ehr) and “honor” (Ehr) rhyme in
German. Purchased on eBay on the Henry F. DePuy Fund.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope

The News-Letter (Otterville, Missouri). Jan. 27, 1862.
Vol. 1, no. 1.
Newspapers published by Civil War regiments are scarce.
One scarce genre of newspapers is Civil War regiment
publications. Sometimes a regiment had printing equipment
at a fort or took over a printing office at an occupied town
and produced its own newspaper for the amusement of the
troops. Often the only issues known survive because
someone sent one home as a souvenir. Last year we acquired
a rare camp newspaper from Otterville, Missouri published
by an Illinois regiment, The First Division Proclamation. I
was surprised to find a second camp newspaper published at
Otterville at the same time, but by an Indiana regiment. It is
an unrecorded title not listed in the standard references or
OCLC. The News-Letter was published by J.K. Davisson of
the 24th Indiana Volunteers. The printing is a bit crude, but
that is to be expected of a camp publication. It has two
poems, some camp news, a humorous piece about camp
etiquette, jokes, and camp gossip. One piece mentions two
other camp newspapers being printed at the same time. One
is the First Division Proclamation mentioned above and the
other is the War-Eagle only a few examples of which are
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owned, printed by a separate Illinois regiment. The News-Letter is printed on blue ruled ledger paper with
the inside blank as space for a soldier to write a letter. In this copy, William Smith wrote a letter home to
Indiana telling his brothers they should not enlist. Purchased from the William Reese Company on the
Harry G. Stoddard Fund.
~Vincent Golden

Norwich Fire Insurance Co. New
York: Hatch & Co., 1863-1865.
This color lithograph for a Connecticut
insurance company features a city view
surrounded by international flags and
the names of local directors with
interests in the firm. The sheet was
printed by Hatch & Co. in New York,
who advertised that they could
produce: "Portraits landscapes, labels
& show cards, and every description of
color work. Bonds, certificates of
stock, checks insurance policies,
diplomas, note & letter heads, executed
in the best style." The view of
Norwich is taken across the river from
the west and aligns closely with an
1849 lithograph produced by Sarony &
Major based on a painting by Fitz Henry Lane, with added steam-powered vessels plying the water. The
print was probably produced as a promotional image, intended for display in the company’s office or in
the offices of the individual directors. Purchased from Powers Rare Books, Print Acquisitions Fund.
~Lauren Hewes

Reynard the Fox. After the German Version of Goethe by Thomas
James Arnold. London: Trubner & Co.; New York: Theo.
Stroeffer, 1870.
This is a folio format edition of the celebrated animal adventurer
Reynard the Fox. This luxurious metal engraving of Reynard
reclining after a busy day of hunting prey was engraved by Rudolph
Kahn after a drawing by Wilhelm Kaulbach (1804-1874). This is
truly a transatlantic production issued in London by Trubner & Co.
and in New York by Theodore Stroefer; they also jointly issued the
picture book Illustrated Flying Sheets (1871) featuring illustrations
by German artists. We delight in collecting transatlantic children’s
books, and this book came to use through the generosity of AAS
member Chris Dumaine. Gift of Chris & Holly Dumaine.
~Laura Wasowicz
13

Eine schone Sammlung auserlesener Gebeter und Lieder.
Chambersburg, Pa.: Heinrich Merklein, 1815.
This woodcut of a childlike cherub is taken from a collection of prayers and
hymns issued in German by Chambersburg, Pennsylvania printer Heinrich
Merklein. Not cited by Shaw & Shoemaker in Early American Imprints, it
is a welcome addition to the AAS Children’s Literature Collection.
Purchased from Gordon Hopkins. Adopt-a-Book Fund. Bib
~Laura Wasowicz

Small Family Papers, 1820-1905
The Small family resided in the town
of Hiram, Maine. According to the
1850 census, the Small household
was anything but. The head of the
house, Daniel Small (1800-1877), is
listed as a cooper. According to
correspondence in the collection, he
also served as an agent of the Hiram
school district. He lived with his
wife, Susan Small, his father Reuben
Small, Deborah Small (perhaps a
step-mother, aunt, or other family
member), and five children: Patience,
Daniel, Isaac, Susan and Dean. This
collection of family papers includes
correspondence, receipts, insurance papers, and a small account book. Many of the letters are addressed
to Daniel from his cousin Rufus Small of New York. There are also a few letters exchanged between the
Small children. Of particular interest are numerous receipts from Mother Noble’s Remedies for healing
syrup and other treatments, as well as correspondence regarding adulterated medicine; Daniel Small’s
membership certificate for the Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company; and a volume kept by Daniel
with writings and musings on numerous topics such as misery, affection, swearing, boasting, and
seduction – “The man who can seduce anyone, from the path of virtue, can have no rival, on earth – no
equal – except in hell.” Purchased on eBay. Harriette M. Forbes Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles
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The Stages of Human Life. New York & Providence: C. Shepard, ca. 1840.
This is a rare wood engraved picture book depicting life from
toddlerhood to old age. The child is literally “tottering to and fro”--kept
on a leash by his loving mama. The back cover has an advertisement for
children’s books, games, puzzles, and dissected maps sold by Chauncey
Shepard, who also had toy books for sale issued from London,
Philadelphia, and Boston in stock. Purchased from Joann Reisler.
Adopt-a-Book Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz

Richard Storrs Signing to his Sister Sarah. Albumen carte-de-visite photograph. Hartford, c. 1870.
This rare photograph of a hearing brother signing to his
deaf sister documents the early use of sign language in the
United States. Both Richard Storrs and his sister Sarah
were teachers at the American School for the Deaf in West
Hartford, Connecticut, the oldest school for the deaf in the
United States. According to the archivist at the school,
Richard is signing the number “7” to Sarah in this
image. A second carte-de-visite of the pair is housed in the
archives of the ASD. Purchased from Harold Gordon with
Saundra Lane Fund.
~Lauren Hewes
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Survey and Plot Plan, Danby, Vermont 1786
These two simple but informative pieces of paper from 1786 map out a
school lot of 55 acres in Danby, Vermont. The survey lays out very
clearly the shape and size of the plot, marking all points with trees –
“…beginning at the Southwest Corner of a fifty Acre Lott land out to
Ephraim Seeley at a small Beech Tree then South 10 D. West 65 rods
to a black Birch Tree…” One sheet writes out in text the exact
measurements and directions, signed by the surveyor, Thomas
Herrington. The other sheet shows the dimensions of the plot drawn
out (each corner marked by a tree). Although Danby is not mentioned
in the document, genealogical research quickly showed that all of the
people named were residents of the town. Purchased from R. and A
Petrilla. Gladys Brooks Foundation Fund.

~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles

Taylor, Ann. Rural Scenes, or A Peep Into the Country. First
American edition. Philadelphia: Wm. G. Wardle, 1845.
British writer Ann Taylor Gilbert (1782-1866) is best known for the
various collection of children’s poetry that she penned with her sister
Jane; she wrote Rural Scenes with her brother Isaac Taylor, Jr. to
explain aspects of country life to the increasing numbers of children
growing up in cities. Here we see a nice wood engraving of a country
fair, complete with barkers, performers, and vendors. It is depicted as a
family event, with a father giving a protective arm to his children,
while walking a dog on a leash. Contrary to the edition statement,
Rural Scenes was published in American cities since at least the 1820s.
Purchased from Kuenzig Books. Adopt-a-Book Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz

Tippecanoe Banner and Spirit of Democracy (New-Albany, IN) Oct. 15, 1840. No. 27.
Here is an example of a presidential campaign
newspaper supporting the election of William
Henry Harrison. The hotly contested
presidential election of 1840 produced a lot of
campaign newspapers produced by local
newspaper offices to promote candidates and
platforms. This example was published in the
office of the New-Albany Gazette. It is
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featured here because of its spectacular masthead. Purchased from Michael Brown on the Harry G.
Stoddard Fund.
~Vincent Golden

Tragical Fate of an Apple-Pie. Auburn, N.Y.: U.F. Doubleday, 1822.
This is a rare miniature chapbook edition of the alphabet rhyme.
According to its introduction, the pie was cut to pieces “by twentyfive little gentlemen, with whom all good little boys and girls should
be well acquainted.” Ulysses Freeman Doubleday (1792-1866)
printed in several upstate New York towns including Cooperstown,
Utica, Albany, and Auburn; he eventually served as a U.S.
congressman. Purchased from Gordon Hopkins. Emma Forbes
Waite Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz

Travellers' Rough Notes, on Niagara Falls. Black Rock, NY: Smith H. Salisbury, 1827.
APPARENTLY UNRECORDED, ONLY KNOWN COPY!
Please excuse the yelling, but we get excited at AAS when we are able to
add a new piece to scholarly and bibliographical knowledge. Though tiny
(just a little over 11cm in height) this small pamphlet represents just such
a discovery. Upon first seeing its description in the Swann Auction
catalog, we knew it belonged at AAS. And we weren’t the only ones to
excited by this recent discovery – the local New York paper, The Niagara
Gazette, even featured an article about AAS acquiring this previously
unknown title.
The first 12 pages of this curious little pamphlet are devoted to "Rough
Notes of an Old Traveller," which compare the anonymous author's 1797
visit to Niagara Falls with another visit in 1827. The remainder of the 32
pages contains a charming and humorous account of the falls titled "Dick
Wildfire's Narrative," signed in type "Rich: Wildfire" and dated 14 June
1827. Neither of these sections appears to have been published elsewhere making this quite possibly the
unique surviving copy of either section of the text. Purchased from Swann Auction Galleries on the Harry
G. Stoddard Memorial Fund.
~Elizabeth Watts Pope
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Violet Vernon. New York: McLoughlin Bros., ca. 1863-1869.
This complete set of paper doll and
costumes is a fine example of an early
McLoughlin Bros. paper toy. The
clothing exemplifies the height of
fashion for a pre-adolescent girl in the
1860s. Violet Vernon was bound into
the same volume as another
McLoughlin Bros. paper doll Nettie
Ray, one pamphlet on marriage, one
children’s chapbook, and several
Sunday school rewards cards—making
this a joint acquisition along with my
colleagues Elizabeth Pope and Lauren
Hewes. These items were bound
together in a volume bearing the
bookplate of Bella Clara Landauer
(1874-1960), a noted collector of
ephemera. Purchased from James
Arsenault. Adopt-a-Book Fund.
~Laura Wasowicz

Additions to the Whitin & Sons Papers, 1844-1863.
Paul Whitin & Sons ran a cotton mill in Whitinsville, Massachusetts. AAS already has a significant
collection of material attributed to this firm, including bill heads, receipts, and correspondence relating to
the business. ast year’s Adopt-A-Book featured diaries written by Mrs. Whitin, offering a personal
glance at the Whitins. This year, yet another new batch of items has been being added to the collection.
This time around, they are back to business. This recent acquisition of about 4 folders worth of material
includes business correspondence and receipts from multiple paper warehouses and manufacturers,
including J.H. Merry of nearby Millbury, (“Dealer in cotton waste and all kinds of paper stock”), and
Exchange Street Cash Paper Warehouse of Boston, and T. & G. Campbell of North Wrentham,
Massachusetts. Purchased from Peter Luke. John T. Lee Fund.
~Tracey Kry and Thomas Knoles
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Writings of Omaha. Chicago: S. S. Jones, Publisher, Religio-Philosophical Journal Office, 1869.
APPARENTLY UNRECORDED, ONLY KNOWN COPY!
Describing the nature of reality, electricity, and the spirit realm in
61 numbered paragraphs, this overview of Spiritualist theory is
also an apparently unrecorded Ante-Fire Chicago imprint. The
26-page pamphlet in its original printed green wrappers was
issued by the central figure in Chicago Spiritualist publishing,
Stevens Sanborn Jones (1813-1877). Jones edited and published
the leading Chicago Spiritualist journal, the ReligioPhilosophical Journal. He lost everything in the fire of 1871
(which no doubt accounts for the scarcity of this title) but
managed to keep the journal afloat before he was murdered in his
office in 1877. Jones was shot in the head by a jealous husband, a
phrenologist named William C. Pike, who "if the daily papers
may be believed, boasted that his knowledge as such enabled him
to select that particular point at which to place his pistol." (See
Emma Hardin Britten, Nineteenth Century Miracles, 1884).
Purchased from Garrett Scott on NEH Challenge Grant.

~Elizabeth Watts Pope
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