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CCOLLECTI ON DESCRI PTI ON:

Members of the Waters family were prominent manufac turers and civic leaders in
Millbury, Mass. The first of three generations, As a Waters (1742-1813) resided in
Sutton, Mass., where he manufactured guns for the A merican army during the
Revolution.

Asa Waters (1769-1841), son of the above, lived in Millbury, Mass., and, with a
brother, built an armory in 1808 to supply firearms for the army under contract with

the United States government. A large landowner, h e expanded his business interests

to banking and the manufacture of scythes, saws, an d similar products. He also
built in Millbury one of the finest residences of t he area.

Asa Holman Waters (1808-1887) adopted his mother's maiden name as his middle name in
order to distinguish himself from his father and gr andfather. He graduated from
Yale in 1829 and spent part of the year 1835 studyi ng law at Harvard. In 1837 he
became a partner with his father in the armory unde r the firm name Asa Waters & Son.
After his father's death, he reorganized the armory business as Asa H. Waters &
Company. In 1845 the government terminated the sys tem of contracts with private
armories (contracts were renewed at the outbreak of the Civil War) and Waters
diversified his business interests to textile mills and railroads. He was active in
Millbury civic affairs, served as the Millbury post master from 1836 to 1848, had
interests in the Blackstone Canal, supported the ab olitionist cause, and
participated in state politics.

Most of the material in this collection pertains to Asa Holman Waters and his
business and political interests. There is a folde r of legal documents, for the
period 1746 to the 1860s, for the Waters, Clough, a nd Goffe families; miscellaneous

land surveys, for the period 1793 to 1852; and note s by Asa H. Waters, probably
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