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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION: 
 
Jonathan Sayward (1713-1797) of York, Me., rose from uneducated, working-class origins to assume 
social and political leadership in his town prior to the Revolution.  He became a wealthy mariner, trader, 
and property owner, and served as town clerk, 1736; constable, 1741; representative to the General 
Court, 1766-1768; Justice of the Peace, 1761; Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, 1772; Judge of 
Probate for York County.  He took an active role in his church and corresponded with and entertained 
numerous notable public men, including Thomas Hutchinson (1711-1780) and John Hancock (1732-
1793).  A Tory, Sayward's political status and wealth declined during and after the Revolution. 
 
Sayward's diaries are interleaved in various almanacs published in Boston and Maine.  He routinely 
commenced the diaries with a list of the property he owned, brief financial statements, and mortgages he 
held.  They also contain shipping records and local and family news of births, marriages, and deaths. 
 
From 1765 through the years of the Revolution, Sayward's diaries are particularly substantive.  He 
openly condemned unconstitutional acts and despaired over the "mad-men and hot-heads" in Boston 
who mobbed Gov. Hutchinson's home, enacted the Boston Tea Party, etc.  He suffered threats of mob 
violence, was ousted from political offices, and confined to town limits; he was examined by 
committees, forced to disclose correspondence with Hutchinson, and compelled to sign the Test Act in 
1776 (disclaiming loyalty to the king).  The diaries contain comments concerning several of these 
developments as well as news of events of the war, observations of naval activity from York and 
political evaluations reflecting his pessimism over the future of American independence. 
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Sayward suffered financial and political losses due to his Tory convictions, though he remained active in 
town affairs.  He continued to enter in his diaries business statements and local and family news.  In 
1779 he remarried (his first wife died in 1775) and often commented on his children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.  He became increasingly preoccupied with his health and local deaths, and from 
1785 he annually listed York residents who were seventy years of age and older. 
 
The 1798 and 1799 diaries were recorded after Sayward's death, probably by a family member.  They 
contain brief entries that reported numerous ship departures and records of men hired, presumably to 
work on the ships. 
 
 
See Contents List. 
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JONATHAN SAYWARD, DIARIES, 1760-1799 
CONTENTS LIST 

 
 

OCTAVO 
VOLUME 

 

  
1 1760 

--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or, an Almanack for the Year  ... 1760 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Boston, Mass.: John Draper, [1759]) 
 

2 1761 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or an Almanack for the Year ... 1761 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Boston, Mass.: John Draper, [1760]) 
 

3 1762 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1762 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Boston, Mass.: John Draper, [1761]) 
 

4 1763 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1763 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Boston, Mass.: J. Draper, [1762]) 
 

5 1764 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1764 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: D. Fowle, [1763]) 
 

6 1765 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1765 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames.  (Boston, Mass.: R. and S. Draper, [1764]) 
 

7 1766 
--kept in Ames's Almanack ... for the Year ... 1766 ... (Boston, Mass.: R. & 
S. Draper, [1765]) 
 

8 1767 
 

9 1768 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary; or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1768 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames. (Boston, Mass., [1767]) 
 

10 1769 
--kept in Bickerstaff's Boston Almanack, for the Year ... 176 9 ... John 
Wilkes, Esq.  (Boston, Mass.: Mein and Fleeming, [1768]) 
 

  
OCTAVO 
VOLUME 

 

  
11 1770 

--kept in An Astronomical Diary; or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1770 ... by 
Nathanael Low ...  (Boston, Mass.: Kneeland & Adams, 1770) 
 

12 1771 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary; or, Almanack for the Year .. . 1771 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames ...  (Portsmouth, N.H.: D. & R. Fowle, 1771) 
 

13 1772 
--kept in The North-American's Almanack ... for the Year ... 1772 ... by 



Jonathan Sayward, Diaries, 1760-1799     Collection Description (cont.)                                                                                                                                 4 

Samuel Stearns ...  (Boston, Mass.: R. Draper, T. & J. Fleet and Edes & Gill, 
[1771]) 
 

14 1773 
--kept in The North-American's Calendar ... for the Year ... 1773 ... by 
Samuel Stearns ...  (Boston, Mass.: Edes & Gill and T. & J. Fleet, [1772]) 
 

15 1774 
--kept in The North-American's Almanack ... for the Year ... 1774 ... by 
Samuel Stearns ...  (Boston, Mass.: Edes & Gill and T. & J. Fleet, [1773]) 
 

16 1775 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary; or, an Almanack for the Year  ... 1775 ... by 
Nathaniel Ames ...  (Boston, Mass.: Drapers, Edes & Gills, and T. & J. Fleets, 
[1774]) 
 

17 1776 
--kept in The North-American's Almanack ... for the Year ... 1776 ... by 
Samuel Stearns ...  (Worcester, Mass.: I Thomas, [1775]) 
 

18 1777 
--kept in Bickerstaff's Boston Almanack, for the Year ... 177 7 ...  (Boston, 
Mass.: John Boyle and Draper and Phillips, [1776]) 
 

19 1778 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or, Almanack, for the Year . .. 1778 ... by 
Nathaniel Low. (Boston, Mass.: J. Gill and T. & J. Fleet, [1777]) 
 

20 1779 
--kept in An Almanack, for the Year ... 1779 ... by Daniel Ge orge ...  
(Boston, Mass.: Draper & Folsom, [1778]) 
 

  
  

OCTAVO 
VOLUME 

 

  
21 1780 

--kept in Bickerstaff's Boston Almanack, for the year ... 178 0 ... (Boston, 
Mass.: Draper and Folsom, [1779]) 
 

22 1781 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or Almanack, for the year .. . 1781 ... by 
Nathanael Low.  (Boston, Mass.: T. & J. Fleet, [1780]) 
 

23 1782 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary: or Almanack, for the year .. . 1782 ... by 
Nathanael Low.  (Boston, Mass.: T. & J. Fleet, [1781]) 
 

24 1783 
--kept in An Almanack for the year ... 1783 ... by Daniel Geo rge, ...  
(Newburyport, Mass.: John Mycall, [1782]) 
 

25 1784 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary; or Almanac, for the year ...  1784 ... by 
Daniel Sewall ...  (Portsmouth, N.H., [1783]) 
 

26 1785 
--kept in Thomas's ... Almanack ... for the year ... 1785 ...  (Worcester, 
Mass.: Isaiah Thomas, [1784]) 
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27 1786 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1786 ... by 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: Melcher and Osborne, [1785]) 
 

28 1787 
 

29 1788 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1788 ... by 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: Robert Gerrish, [1787]) 
 

30 1789 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1789 ... by 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: John Melcher, [1788]) 
 

31 1790 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1790 ... by 
Daniel Sewall . (Portsmouth, N.H.: John Melcher, [1789]) 
 

32 1791 
 

OCTAVO 
VOLUME 

 

  
33 1792 

--kept in Bickerstaff's Genuine Massachusetts ... Almanack, f or the year ... 
1792 ...  (Boston, Mass.: Nathaniel Covely, [sic], [1791] 
 

34 1793 
 

35 1794 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1794 ... by 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: John Melcher, [1793]) 
 

36 1795 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1795 ... by 
Daniel Sewall . (Portsmouth, N.H.: John Melcher, [1794]) 
 

37 1796 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1796 ... by 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: John Melcher, [1795]) 
 

38 1797 
--kept in An Astronomical Diary, or Almanack, for the year .. . 1797 ... By 
Daniel Sewall.  (Portsmouth, N.H.: Charles Peirce, [1796]) 
 

39 1798 
 

40 1799 
 

 
 


