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Collection Description:
Edmund Quincy Sewall Jr. (1828-1908) was the son of Rev. Edmund Q,uincy Sewall

and Caroline Ward Sewall of Scituate, Massachusetts. The younger Sewall attended

the private school in Concord, Massachusetts, conducted by Henry David Thoreau (1817-,

1862) and his brother John Thoreau (l8l-l8L1.2). Sewall graduated from Harvard

College in l8L.7. He was a distant relative of Joseph Sewall (1688—1769), William

Bartlett Sewall (1782—1869), and Joseph Sewall (l79—l8l).

This brief diary chronicles Sewall’s studies with the Thoreaus, March 28-May i6

18)40. The school was noted for its educational innovations and the Thoreaus stressed

“learning by doing.” Sewall records the numerous field trips the students took and

also describes other aspects of school life important to young boys: pranks, meals,

‘and assigned compositions. There are two samples of his compositions included in I
this collection on the subjects “birds” and “fishes.” -
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