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R E P O R T  O F T H E  LIBRARIAN.

T he list of accessions to the library during the last five 
months shows a smaller increase than has been usual in 
that period of lime. ft will be seen that it consists of a 
little more than three hundred books and pamphlets of ev
ery description, some parcels of ancient manuscript ser
mons, and a few maps and charts.

Publications have been received from the following in
stitutions : —  the Maryland Historical Society, the Sm ith
sonian Institution, the Harvard Natural History Society, the 
New York University, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the American Art Union, the 
New Jersey Historical Society, the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, the Institut Historique of Paris, the 
American Oriental Society, the American Peace Society, 
and the Royal Geographical Society of London.

Among the accessions are thirty files of unbound news
papers. I t  is a gratifying circumstance, that friends of the 
Society are manifesting an increased interest in the pres
ervation of these important publications for our benefit. 
T h is  department of the library, already so rich in the older 
newspapers, deserves to be cherished w ith  peculiar care. 
From  our own portion of the country it is comparatively 
easy to procure a fair variety of the papers of the day ; but 
those from the South and West are not so readily obtained, 
and would be particularly acceptable. Among the propri
etors who favor the Society with  their regular issues, es
pecial acknowledgments are due to the editors of the Bos
ton Courier, the Christian Watchman, and the F arm er’s 
Monthly Visitor, for many years of continued kindness ; 
and to Freeman H unt,  Esq., of the New Y ork Merchant’s 
Magazine, for a long series of the numbers of that valuable 
periodical, transmitted as they were published.

T h e  cabinet has received an addition of Indian imple
ments, gathered in the towns bordering upon Concord Riv-
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er,* consisting of forty articles made from stone by the ab
origines before their intercourse with the whites. These 
are, many of them, excellent specimens, and exhibit the 
same remarkable similarity of form and finish that charac
terizes the tools and ornaments of the Indian race through
out at least the northern portion of the continent. T he  
material only varies according to the geological formations 
of the country, a difference quite insufficient to serve 
much purpose in the way of identifying the place of their 
origin.

T h e  quantity of these relics now existing is very great. 
In some neighbourhoods, which were inhabited permanent
ly by the natives, or frequently resorted to, there is hardly 
a farmer but has more or less of them. Their  very abun
dance renders their possessors careless of their preservation, 
and they are mutilated with little compunction. Yet they 
will at some time be regarded with great interest, and 
should be kept from injury and loss with more care than is 
wont to be bestowed on them.

It is to be hoped that, ere long, an elaborate comparison 
will be instituted between the aboriginal remains of the 
Eastern States and those which have attracted more atten
tion at the West. There may possibly be detected a great
er degree of resemblance, even with respect to the highest 
evidences of native art, than has heretofore been supposed.f

* From George Frisbie Iloar,  Esq., of this city.
t T he  Society lias in its possession a drawing and description of an exten

sive fortification that formerly existed on Winnipiseogee River, in Sanborn- 
ton, N ew  Hampshire, communicated in 1822, by Jacob B. Moore, Esq., then 
of that State. T h e  inclosure was a double one, perfectly symmetrical in form, 
having small mounds at the  entrances, and a large one without the walls, in 
the manner so common at the West. T h e  walls wore of stone, externally, 
filled in with clay, shells, and gravel. W hen first discovered, about eighty 
years since, they were breast high, six feet in thickness, and had evidently 
diminished considerably in height since their erection. T h e  stones were used 
for the construction of a dam across the river, and other purposes connected 
with the improvements of the settlers. A  more regular or more elaborate 
structure, according to the representation o f  the drawing, can hardly be found 
in the valley of the Mississippi. Ollier works o f  importance are known to 
have existed in N e w  England, deserving more consideration than they have 
hitherto received.
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During the last year the Librarian has had authority to 
make purchases of books w ithout any specified l im i t ; with 
reference, however, to opportunities supposed to be tempo
rary, and unusually  favorable. But, ou the principle that 
immediate and positive wants have a stronger claim to at
tention than  those which are more remote and uncertain, 
he has been indisposed to go so far as prudence would per
haps warrant in buying miscellaneous works from the auc
tion sales, because there is a department of the library 
quite as appropriate as any other to the objects of the So
ciety, that is at present but poorly supplied. T h e  depart
ment alluded to is that of general biography.

Personal history, the history of men occupying the sev
eral stations, and engaged in the various forms, of hum an 
action, is daily assuming a higher importance. T h e  lead
ing minds in the arts of peace, not less than the conspic
uous characters in war and politics, are attracting more and 
more the attention of the historian and the historical s tu
dent. Yet,  of the materials of information respecting in 
dividuals who have distinguished themselves in different 
pursuits, the supply in our library is very unsatisfactory. 
It includes no great work on general biography, such as 
the B iographie Universelle of the French, and some less 
comprehensive, though still voluminous, dictionaries that 
m ay be found in English. These works are expensive, 
and are not likely to come into our possession except by 
purchase.

T h e  question therefore arises, whether such definite ob
jects, whose importance is felt, should not have a claim 
upon the current means of the Society prior to any others, 
and be provided for accordingly.

While the history of countries is becoming, in a greater 
degree, the history of the people, and the characteristics of 
an era are sought for in the characters of prominent citi
zens, of every class, as well as in the characters of rulers, 
one form of individual history is extending rapidly as a 
subject of research. Almost every family of any standing 
has some one or more of its members engaged in tracing its
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descent and connections. These are seldom satisfied with
out following the name far back into the past, and among 
various nations, —  laboring to join the broken links of the 
race. Among the many who resort to our library for pur
poses of investigation, there are few who have not that de
sign more or less directly in view. T h e  Doomsday Book, 
the old Norman and Saxon Rolls of the British Record 
Commission, are diligently studied for the origin of family 
appellations, and anxious inquiries are made for books con
taining the names and memoirs of men in all lands and all 
ages.

This  is a taste which antiquaries are professionally bound 
to cultivate and encourage. I f  of minor importance in it
self, it is so inseparably associated with matters of greater 
consideration, that results of the highest value may flow 
from it. It is of little consequence by what motive a per
son may be induced to dig, if he clears away rubbish that 
perchance conceals real treasures. Many an historical gem 
lias been brought to light while raking the dust for a gen
ealogical bone. I t  is therefore desirable to afford facilities 
for private inquiries like these, as well as for those whose 
end is not so limited and personal.

T h e  demand for rare books and pamphlets, owing to the 
competition among collectors, somewhat increases the haz
ard of admitting strangers to the library. Objects of vir
tu and curiosity offer temptations to many who have no 
other knowledge of them than their market price. W ith 
the growth of our city, additional cautions or restrictions 
will probably be found necessary, to guard our collections 
from loss or mutilation. T h u s  far our Society has been 
more fortunate in these respects than some other institu
tions; but it must be admitted, that, with an enlarged popu
lation, and the varieties of character which it embraces and 
conceals, the chances of danger are infinitely multiplied.

T h e  building has been nearly free from leakage during 
the past year, and no particular local repairs seem to be 
required to keep it in as good condition as usual the com
ing winter.
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