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A NYONE who conducts research on the American Protestant
/ \ ministry before 1850 should be aware of William Buell

JL A . Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit; or, Commemorative
Notices of Distinguished American Clergymen of Various Denomina-
tions, from the Early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Year
Eighteen Hundred and Fifty-five, 9 vols. (New York: R. Carter and
Brothers, 1859-69). In a recent nine-month National Endowment
for the Humanities fellowship at the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety, during which we studied the evoludon of language in the
eighteenth century as revealed in the published sermons of Amer-
ican preachers, my husband, Wilson Kimnach, and I frequently
consulted these volumes. The typescript index available at AAS
represented the single, most accurate form of access to this essen-
tial reference work.

Sprague (1795-1876), an active Congregational clergyman for
fifty years, was a noted autograph collector and scholar with special
interests in biography and history. When he undertook this proj-
ect, Sprague intended to include in a single volume 'the most bril-
liant lights, without regard either to denomination or chronolog-
ical order.' However, he soon realized that he had a wealth of
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material that could not be contained witbin a single volume. Be-
tween 1857 and 1869, while performing the duties of minister to
a large church, he issued a nine-volume compendium which is an
unrivalled source of interesting and useftil informadon on the
antebellum Protestant ministry. Eacb volume is labelled by de-
nomination: Trinitarian Congregational (i and 2), Presbyterian
(3 and 4), Episcopalian (5), Baptist (6), Methodist (7), Unitarian
Congregational (8), and Lutheran, Reformed Dutch, Associate,
Associate Reformed, and Reformed Presbyterian (9). Tbe entries
are arranged chronologically according to tbe dates of the subjects'
years of service. Each entry includes a biographical sketch, a list
of published works, and, with few exceptions, original testimony
by an acquaintance concerning the subject's personality. Using
this format, Sprague has documented gradual changes in tbe
ministry as well as the progress of each denomination through the
activity of its preachers; furthermore, he claims exemption ftom
denominational partiality and, regarding the order of the volumes,
he wrote: 'They follow each other, according to the number of
subjects wbich they have respectively furnished.'

Although each of the nine volumes contains a chronological
table at its beginning, and there is an alphabetical index for each
of the eleven denominadons treated, there is no comprehensive
index to the set. Now, many years after pubhcadon oí ú\t Annals,
scholars and librarians are indeed fortunate to bave such a refer-
ence available in tbe index prepared by Marie E. Lamoureux,
assistant bead of readers' services and genealogy specialist at the
American Andquarian Society. In addidon to verifying each cita-
don (minister, volume, page) in tbe original compiladon, Ms.
Lamoureux went one important step furtber in providing tbe de-
nominadonal idendficadon of each minister, enabling scholars to
consult entries without prior knowledge of a minister's affiliadon. '

I. When Ms. Lamoureux proposed undertaking this work to Keith Arbour, then head
of readers' services at AAS, he brought the plan to the attention of professional colleagues.
It became apparent that preliminary work on this project had already been begun by Erick
Kuchar, a student assistant in the reference department of the Trinity College Library,
Hartford, Connecticut. Rather than begin again, Lamoureux painstakingly corrected many
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Ms. Lamoureux's excellent work makes possible, for the first time,
accurate and efficient access to this rich body of biographical and
historical material. Any library holding a set of Sprague would be
well advised to shelve this comprehensive index next to the set.

Ms. Lamoureux's 'completion' of the Annals brings it full circle
since, in his acknowledgements, WiUiam Buell Sprague mentions
his indebtedness to Samuel Eoster Haven, AAS librarian from
1838 until 1881.
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