
THE ONE HUNDRED NINETY-SIXTH 
ANNUAL MEETING

of the
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY

will be held in Antiquarian Hall in Worcester, Massachusetts, on
Friday afternoon, the twenty-fouth of October, at five o’clock,

to hear the report of the Council,

to elect officers and Councilors,

to elect new members, and

to transact such other business as may legally 
come before the meeting.

Related activities for members and guests will take place Thursday
and Friday according to the appended schedule.

John Herron, Jr.
Recording Secretary
Worcester, September 10, 2008

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Panel Discussion:

Future trends in the study of slavery,
abolition and African-American
history. Antiquarian Hall

5:30 – 7:15 p.m.
Cocktail supper,

Goddard-Daniels
House

7:30 p.m. Fifth
Annual Robert
C. Baron Lecture
Reexamining The
Problem of
Slavery in Western
Culture By David
Brion Davis, Antiquarian Hall

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Library will be open
to members and fellows

11 a.m. –  12:30  Orientation for 
new members, Antiquarian Hall
Any member attending an AAS
annual meeting for the first time,
whether newly elected or not, is
encouraged 
to attend this informative session 
outlining the collections and activi-
ties of the Society. 

10 a.m. – noon Special natural 
history museum tour and plane-
tarium program at the Ecotarium
for spouses, guests, and non-
Council members. Gather at recep-
tion desk in Antiquarian Hall at
9:30.

1 – 2:15 p.m. Luncheon, with fel-
lows’ talks, Goddard-Daniels House

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Collectors’
Roundtable, Antiquarian Hall

3:30 – 4:30 p.m  Panel on institu-
tional collecting at AAS
Curators will describe the Society’s
collections pertaining to African-
American history. Antiquarian Hall.

4:30 – 5 pm. Break
Antiquarian Hall



5 - 6 p.m. Annual business 
meeting
Antiquarian Hall

6:15-8:30 p.m.
Cocktail Reception
at the Herron family home, 
80 Williams Street, Worcester.
Hosted by AAS Members 
John Herron and his two 
sons, Frank and John, Jr.

The Society has reserved a block of rooms at the Crowne Plaza in
Worcester at the special rate of $109 single or double, plus tax.
Reservations may be made by calling the hotel at (508) 791-1600

and identifying yourself as part of the American Antiquarian Society 
group.  Any unreserved rooms in the block will be released on Friday,
September 26, 2008.  

To register for the annual meeting, please fill out the enclosed reply coupon
and mail it, with payment by check or credit card, to arrive at AAS no later
than Friday, October 10, 2008.  The Society regrets that it cannot give
refunds for cancellations made after that date.  

AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY

196th ANNUAL MEETING
OCTOBER 23-24, 2008

Cover Illustration
This illustration is the third in a series of historical views of the American
Antiquarian Society’s buildings that will appear on annual meeting invitation
covers from now through the Society’s 200th annual meeting in 2012.

The trees that graced the grounds around the first Antiquarian Hall were
planted by the Society’s third librarian, Christopher Columbus Baldwin in
1834. In his diary Baldwin, described planting some five hundred trees by
himself, proclaiming that “they will afford a comfortable shade for my
successor, if I should not live to enjoy it myself.” Unfortunately Baldwin’s
statement would prove prophetic as he was killed in a stagecoach accident the
following year.


