
 

                               AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
185 Salisbury Street, Worcester, MA  01609-1634 

A research library of American history and culture through 1876 

www.americanantiquarian.org 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 5, 2012                                      Contact: James David Moran 

                   (508) 471-2131 (office) 

       (508) 248-4694 (home) 

(508) 783-5085 (cell) 

                                                                          E-mail: jmoran@mwa.org 

 

 American Antiquarian Society Celebrates Bicentennial  
 

WORCESTER, MA—The American Antiquarian Society (AAS) celebrates its bicentennial 

this autumn. The Society is the country’s oldest national historical association.    Today, the 

society is both a learned society and a national research library dedicated to collecting, 

preserving, and making available for study the printed record of the United States from 

1640 through 1876.   

   The AAS library, recently described by the Pulitzer and Bancroft Award-winning 

historian Gordon S. Wood, as “the greatest collection of early Americana in the world,” 

contains over four million items of all manner of pre-twentieth century printed materials 

including books, pamphlets, newspapers, broadsides, graphic arts materials, ephemera and 

manuscripts created throughout the United States, the West Indies and a good portion of 

Canada. The Society possesses the largest collection of pre-1821 American imprints in the 

world.  

 Hundreds of important works have been written from research carried out at AAS. 

Additionally, Ken Burns, Robert Gross, Jill Lepore, David McCullough, Nathaniel Philbrick, 

Laurel Ulrich, Alan Taylor, and Gordon Wood are a few of the distinguished individuals who are 

among the 984 members in the Society and whose work has been shaped by their research in the 

AAS collections. 

 Earlier this year the Society published The American Antiquarian Society, 1812-2012: 

A Bicentennial History, written by Philip F. Gura who is the William S. Newman 

Distinguished Professor of American Literature and Culture at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill.   

 Additionally, the Society will celebrate 200 years of making history with the following 

events. Unless otherwise noted all programs will take place in Antiquarian Hall, 185 

Salisbury Street, Worcester, Massachusetts. They are all open to the public and 

charges, if any, are noted with each event. 
 

September 12 - November 17, 2012 

“In Pursuit of a Vision: Two Centuries of Collecting at the American Antiquarian Society” 

Exhibition at the Grolier Club, 47 East 60th Street, New York 

 This exhibition and the accompanying catalog tell the stories of the collectors, 

librarians, and many others who have helped develop and expand the Society’s collections. 

On display will be seminal items that describe the development of the AAS library as well 

as key moments and trends in American history and culture. The Grolier Club gallery is 

open to the public free of charge Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, September 20, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

“Celebrating the Life of a Patriot Printer: A Tribute to Isaiah Thomas” 

At Worcester Polytechnic Institute and in Antiquarian Hall 

 The Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) will honor AAS with the 2012 Isaiah 

Thomas Award in Publishing.  In addition to the award ceremony, the program will feature 
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a panel discussion entitled “Preserving the History of News in a Digital Age” in the Campus 

Center of Worcester Polytechnic Institute, followed by tours and a special exhibition of 

Isaiah Thomas materials at AAS.  

 

Friday, September 28, at 7:00 p.m. 

“In Search of Phillis Wheatley” 

 By Vincent Carretta 

Cost: Free 

 Phillis Wheatley is now widely recognized as the mother of African-American 

literature. Vincent Carretta will discuss his recent biography, Phillis Wheatley: Biography 
of a Genius in Bondage and how, despite Wheatley’s contemporaneous fame and 

subsequent reputation, the many mysteries surrounding her life made a biography of her 

seemingly impossible until 250 years after she left Africa. 

 

Saturday, September 29,  
"Poetry & Print in Early America." 

Cost: $30 
 This research symposium co-sponsored by the Bibliographical Society of America, marks the 

publication of A Bibliographical Description of Books and Pamphlets of American Verse Printed from 

1610 Through 1820, compiled by Roger Stoddard, edited by David Whitesell and published by Penn State 

University Press. Sessions about early American poetry will be offered by bibliographers, scholars, and 

book dealers. Details are posted on the AAS website: www.americanantiquarian.org/poetryandprint.htm. 

 

Friday, October 12, at 7:00 p.m. 

“The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish Rebels, and Indian 

Allies” 

By Alan Taylor 

Cost: Free 

 Pulitzer Prize-winning historian, Alan Taylor will explore the war in the Canadian-

American borderland which threatened either to absorb Canada into the United States or 

to rupture the American union.   

  

Saturday, October 13, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

“Conference on the War of 1812” 

Costs: $60 for NEHTA members and $70 for non-members 

 This conference for K-12 educators will look at the military, political, and cultural 

implications of the War of 1812.  This program is co-sponsored by AAS and the New 

England History Teachers Association. Additional information and registration information 

is available at http://www.americanantiquarian.org/warof1812conf.htm 

 

 

Tuesday, October 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

“In Vogue with the Vulgar: Music during the War of 1812” 

By David Hildebrand 

Cost: Free 

 David Hildebrand will perform, in costume and on period instruments, music that 

was heard in homes, on the streets, and in taverns and theaters two hundred years ago.  A 

highlight of this program is the true story of the origin of the Star-Spangled Banner. 

Selections from the Isaiah Thomas broadside ballad collection at AAS will also be 

performed. Thomas wrote that he had the broadsides “bound up for Preservation - to show 

what articles of this kind are in vogue with the vulgar at this time, 1814.”   

 

 

www.americanantiquarian.org/poetryandprint.htm
http://www.americanantiquarian.org/warof1812conf.htm
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Saturday, October 20, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

“Two at Two Hundred – Open House” 

At First Baptist Church and American Antiquarian Society 

Cost: Free 

 This open house commemorates the bicentennials of both the First Baptist Church 

and the American Antiquarian Society. The Society will conduct public tours of Antiquarian 

Hall, display materials related to the War of 1812, and perform a one-person play about the 

Society’s founder entitled Isaiah Thomas – Patriot Printer.   
 
Thursday, October 25, at 7:00 p.m. 

“‘Those Who Labor in the Archives Are the Chosen People of God, If Ever He Had a Chosen 

People’”: Or, How The Legacy of Conquest Could Have Been a Better Book If Its Author 

Had Spent a Season at the American Antiquarian Society” 

By Patricia Nelson Limerick  

The ninth annual Robert C. Baron Lecture 

Cost: Free 

 Taking the opportunity presented by two anniversaries in 2012—the 200th 

anniversary of the American Antiquarian Society and the 25th anniversary of the 

publication of The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American West, Patricia 

Limerick will combine reflections on the instructive and amusing journeys that her book 

undertook, with a reckoning of the “substantial and genuine virtue” that Legacy would have 

gained from time spent in Worcester. 

 

Saturday, October 27, 8:00 p.m. to midnight 

“Black and White and Read All Over” Gala 

Cost: $ 100 per person minimum donation 

 Dancing and formal festivities celebrating the AAS bicentennial will occur in 

Antiquarian Hall preceded by hosted dinners in various locations.   

 

Thursday, November 1, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. 

“From Emancipation to Civil Rights and Beyond: Legacies of the Civil War at 150” 

By David W. Blight 

Cost: Free 

 One of the nation’s foremost historians of slavery and resistance, David Blight will 

discuss the multiple legacies of the Civil War from the 50th to the 100th, and now to the 

150th anniversaries of the event.  He will also explore how the legacies of this great conflict 

are still very much part of our current, roiling political debates. 

 
American Antiquarian Society 

 Celebrating its bicentennial as the country’s first national historical organization, 

the American Antiquarian Society is both a learned society and a major independent 

research library. The AAS library today houses the largest and most accessible collection of 

books, pamphlets, broadsides, newspapers, periodicals, sheet music, and graphic arts 

material printed through 1876 in what is now the United States, as well as manuscripts 

and a substantial collection of secondary works, bibliographies, and other reference works 

related to all aspects of American history and culture before the twentieth century.  

 The Society sponsors a broad range of programs–visiting research fellowships, 

research, education, publications, lectures, and concerts–for constituencies ranging from 

school children and their teachers through undergraduate and graduate students, 

postdoctoral scholars, creative and performing artists and writers, and the general public.  

 The AAS library is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 9:00 a.m.–

5:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. It is closed on all legal holidays. The 
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library is open to serious researchers, free of charge. Complimentary public tours are held 

Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.  The Society can be found on the worldwide web at 

www.americanantiquarian.org. The American Antiquarian Society is funded in part by the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency that supports public programs in the arts, 

humanities, and sciences. 

     

#  #  # 
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