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Ex. Coll.: Sitter; to her niece Elizabeth Craigie Foster (1770-1851); to her son Samuel Foster 
Haven (cat. 65); to his niece, the donor.  
 

Mary Craigie was the youngest daughter of Andrew Craigie, Sr., and Elizabeth Gardner Craigie 

(cat. 35). After her father died in 1766, while she was in her teens, she and her mother continued 

to live in Boston. That same year, her older sister Elizabeth (1741-78) married Bossenger Foster, 

Sr. (1742-1805), an importer and merchant in Boston. Elizabeth died in 1778 and Mary later 

married her brother-in-law, becoming a mother to her young niece and nephew in addition to 

eventually having six children of her own. Her aging mother soon joined the household, and 

Mary Craigie Foster’s days were filled with the management of the ‘large rambling frame house 

on the corner of Hilliard and Brattle Street’ in Cambridge, Massachusetts.1  She often wrote to 

her brother, Andrew Craigie, Jr. (cat. 34), inviting him to visit and informing him of local gossip 

and family matters. She closed one letter by writing: ‘Do not read this with a Critical eye, it will 

not Bear it. You know I am often in a hurry which is the case now being Sunday Morning. 

Mamma Craigie’s love to you, Miss Betsey desires not to be forgot & the two boys are as Noisy 

as ever. Andrew had a Cold but is better.’2

The Foster house was a gathering place for business associates of both the Foster and 

Craigie families. A family friend wrote to Andrew Craigie, Jr.: ‘The...agreeable society which 

this place affords has restored me to a tolerable degree of health again. Mamma Craigie is very 

well as is also your amiable sister [Mary] and her little boys. I find the family to be a little 

elisium [sic]. Miss Foster touches the Piano Forte with such delicacy and skill as gives me some 

idea of celestial harmony. I was there the other day when the French Consul and several 

gentlemen were attending to her music with delight, while her brother accompanied her with the 

violin. You must have found it difficult to get away from this charming family...’3  

 



Once thought to be the work of Edward Malbone (1777-1807), this miniature of Mary Craigie 

Foster is now attributed to the Scottish painter Archibald Robertson. It was probably painted 

about the same time as the images of Mary Craigie Foster’s brother and nephew (cat. 48). A 

pendant miniature portrait of her husband by the same artist once accompanied this image, but, 

according to the family, was lost about 1900 (fig. 17).4
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