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Thomas Streeter, an avid collector of Western Americana and transportation history and a 

generous donor to the AAS collections, was elected to membership in AAS in 1933. Streeter, 

who was born in Concord, New Hampshire, graduated from Dartmouth College in 1904 and 

earned a law degree at Harvard in 1907. He was an attorney in Boston for ten years before 

moving to New York City in 1917, where he became the president of American International 

Corporation, a firm involved with the extraction and distribution of oil, gold, and other natural 

resources. During his career, he held high-level positions with several other New York 

companies, and earned a fortune utilizing an ability to close deals and manage complex 

businesses.1  

 Streeter retired in 1939 at the age of fifty-six and afterward pursued long-standing 

interests in American history and book collecting. A bibliography of his collection, entitled 

Americana – Beginnings (1952), shows the scope of his holdings. Through his connections with 

oil exploration, Streeter developed a special interest in published material relating to Texas 

between 1795 and 1845 that led to several bibliographies, among them the two-volume Texas 

Imprints (1955), Mexican Imprints Relating to Texas (1956), and United States and European 

Imprints Relating to Texas (1960). His 1955 gift of early American canal and railroad materials 

included many unique treasures among the 150 items. All dated before 1841, they included 

James Renwick’s Treatise on the Steam Engine (1830) and several early tourist manuals 

explaining how to negotiate the rail system.2   

The year before he was elected to the Society, Streeter assisted the AAS librarian with the 

compilation of the Texas section of Joseph Sabin’s Bibliotheca Americana.3 He became active in 

the Society’s governance with his election to the Council in 1942. He was named vice president 

in 1949 and served as the Society’s fourteenth president from 1952 to 1955. Involved in the 

world of book collectors and historians, Streeter was a member of the Grolier Club, the Walpole 

Society, and the California, Massachusetts, and New York historical societies, also serving as 



president of the latter. He was a director of the Friends of the Huntington Library and president 

of the Bibliographical Society of America.4 It was book collecting, however, that most attracted 

Streeter. Clifford K. Shipton, the director of AAS, noted, ‘The company of bookmen was always 

the source of great satisfaction to Tom.’5  

His large gifts to AAS led to the creation of the Thomas W. Streeter Collection of 

American Transportation. Prior to arranging his personal library for sale, Streeter invited AAS 

Librarian Marcus McCorison (cat. 76) to visit his Morristown, New Jersey, home to review 

books and pamphlets considered of less importance. Several hundred items selected for AAS 

were given by the family after Streeter’s death. The collection was so extensive that the auction 

was divided into seven major sales. Streeter had provided the Society with a cash bequest, to 

enable it to compete against dealers and private collectors in the bidding.6 The Society purchased 

over 100 items, including William Maxwell’s Laws of the Territory of the United States North 

West of Ohio (1796), the first book printed in the Northwest Territory, and an 1819 copy of the 

constitution of Alabama. After the third Streeter sale, Shipton remarked, ‘Tom Streeter’s 

collection was a great one and the AAS is forever in his debt for the opportunity to improve its 

library with so many of his books.’7  

 

The story of the Society’s portrait of Streeter begins in 1957, two years after he had finished his 

term as president. The Council requested that he sit for a portrait, and the resulting effort by 

Morristown, New Jersey, artist Joseph Jones (1909-63), elicited Streeter’s reaction: ‘It was a 

great honor to me to be President of the Antiquarian and I certainly have much pleasure in giving 

the Society my portrait.’8 Although the likeness was regarded by Streeter’s wife and friends as 

too severe, Jones’s canvas was delivered to Worcester in April 1958.9 In 1961 Streeter requested 

that it be replaced, saying: ‘As you know I have been very much dissatisfied with the portrait of 

myself I gave to the Antiquarian. Some weeks ago I had another portrait done by William Draper 

who seems to be regarded highly. The family and the few friends who have seen it like it very 

much.’10  

William Draper’s reputation as a portraitist is based on an ability to combine traditional 

portrait formulas with modern colors and brushwork. Draper, who was born in Hopedale, 

Massachusetts, attended Harvard from 1931 to 1933. He received his art education at the 

National Academy of Design (1933-34) and the Art Students’ League (1937), and maintained a 



studio in New York City. During World War II he was a combat artist with the United States 

Navy and was awarded the Bronze Star. After the war he returned to New York and painted 

portraits. His sitters included John F. Kennedy, Admiral Chester William Nimitz, Harvard 

University President Nathan Pusey, and the collectors Paul Mellon and Walter Annenberg. 

Draper has exhibited his work at the National Academy of Design, where he is a member, as 

well as at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., the Art Institute of Chicago, and the 

Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.11
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