
Subject: Farming 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Mr. Ebenezer Burr 
   Norfolk  
    Conn. [Connecticut] 
Mr. I. Mills 
 
      Prairieville [Wisconsin], May 7, 1844. 
My dear Parents, 
 Mr. I. Mills called here unexpectedly last Thurs. P.M. and we were very glad to see him 
— He observed things pretty closely for he said he supposed our Parents would "quiz" him — 
 Daniel has been so busy this spring that he has not got the house & yard &c. in as good 
condition as we should like to have them — in fact we are rather ashamed of the looks of things 
but hope for better times — 
 We have not yet got <that> a mirror plate as they would ask for putting it in $1. in Mil. 
[Milwaukee, Wisconsin] & we have had other uses for our money.  I have had considerable 
leisure this Spring for reading — half or more of the time I take is consumed in reading news 
papers & Miss Heralds [The Missionary Herald, monthly publication of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions] — for the last 6 weeks we have had no milk of our own so 
that I have had less to do than usual — but the cow has calved to day — & we rejoice — we have 
had milk occasionally of our neighbors. as our appetites are not all the time very keen we find it 
rather hard to be deprived of <milk> it — 
 I am glad that you have got a pr. [pair] stockings footed for me, for I dont seem to get 
along with knitting as I do with sewing — I wish to knit Daniel a pr. [pair] suspenders, but cannot 
tell how to get it right — I have commenced two or three times & tried <till> long as I thought 
'twould be of any use — no one here knows, at least that I have asked perhaps Matilda can tell 
you so that you can write — does She take off the first stitch & then put over the thread. & then 
narrow as we generally do? or does she narrow backwards — I suppose you will think I ought not 
to have forgotten.  I think so too, & had no idea I had, till I tried — 
 <The heels of the> The stockings that I heeled for Levi [Levi Grant] had apparently rec'd 
[received] but little attention & new heels were needed I thought — Mrs. G. [Grant] wished them 
— I knit them to accommodate & I know dried apples & peaches will not come amiss — 
 I saw recently in one No. of our Cultivators a cure for Corns. — An individual pared off 
what he could with a sharp knife & then bathed it freely in sprits of turpentine & put on it a linen 
cloth wh. [which] he wet with turpentine — in a few days the corns came out root & branch.  
Daniel has just said that one of our neighbors recently applied some turpentine to a corn & it 
made him very lame & pained him so much that he was obliged to discontinue the use of it.  I 
presume it does not affect persons alike — 
 We last fall bought some corn & have & expect to feed it to the hogs & oxen, except 
enough for our own use, as the<y> oxen are old & need something beside this marsh hay 
 Daniel has written a letter to Uncle Pettibone [Amos Pettibone] & given some description 
of land wh. [which] would probably interest you though I do not know but Mr. Mills will tell as well.  
Dan'l [Daniel] helped me make nearly half a barrel nice soap a few weeks since —  
 
[Written across second page:] My health is pretty good though I dont believe it is perfect. 
 
[2 maps drawn on third page: one of the plot of land, one of the house] 

Daniel drew this map of our farm & was expecting to describe it to you, but I think he will 
not have time — there are 40 acres in each square — that crooked line is nearly a dividing line 
between the marsh & dry land — most of the upland rises rather abruptly from the marsh — the 
land fr. [from] the E. boundary rises slightly as far as the barn — there is quite a pitch between 
the house & barn there is a plain west of the house extending about 50 rods & from 10 to 30 rods 
in width — the remainder westward is broken — the 10 ft. 35 ft &c. on the map means that 
distance above the marsh. as we guess at it. 



 
I think you will understand the house d. means door — w. window — if we stay here 

intend to have a closet partitioned off at the east end of the bedroom & perhaps move the 
partition between the bedroom & pantry so as to have the <pantry smaller> bedroom larger 

we yet go up chamber with ladder. intend to have the settee stand extending from the 
S.W. corner of the kitchen to the library shelves.  there are three rows of shelves on the N. & W. 
sides of pantry — the lowest one not quite three ft. from floor — on each end of the upper shelf 
on the west end stands a pile dishes not often in use, on the north end of the shelf large platters 
&c. between them are the canisters sugar boxes, &c. — on the second shelf at the S. end of the 
shelf first is an old tin platter with knives & forks daily used on it — next are the common earthen 
dishes tumblers &c & then blue cups & saucers plates &c. on the lower shelf at the S. end stands 
the soap dish the remainder of the shelf is used for milk at the farther end & between that & soap 
I put dirty dishes — the lower shelf on the N. side is used for milk & tin dishes, the second one for 
food & the third for candlestick & many "notions." 

 
Dear brother Erastus, 
 We would like your help & company & I will write for Daniel something that you might 
expect D. [Daniel] says. people get from 12 to 50 bushels per. acre according to the quality of the 
land, the time of sowing & the manner of plowing & getting in seed to the ground — 50 bushels 
per acre is a very extraordinary yield — many say 25 " [bushels per acre]  is an average yield but 
D. [Daniel] thinks 20 is — our land was not plowed well & some of it was sown rather late & D. 
[Daniel] thinks we shall do pretty well if we get 15 bushels per. acre this year — it now looks as 
well as <some> almost any other<s> about — The price of wheat is generally 50 cts. [cents] per. 
bushel, many times more & not often less. he does not know how much it will cost to prepare the 
land & gather crops, or at least cant very well tell now, but perhaps will sometime, but he says 
you could probably earn from $10 to 11 per month the year around —  I think of you a great 
deal & love you much I want you should form right principles & opinions now & pious ones too — 
be kind to all — if you do sometimes feel that it is hard to be,  Your affectionate sister, Caroline. 
[Caroline Burr Grant] 
 
[Written across last page:] We have got our crickets partly made 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Flemington, [New Jersey.] Apr. 26, 1849. 
 
Dear parents brothers & sisters 
 I suppose you imagine us nicely settled in our own home ere this  —  But we are not 
there yet  —  House painting & preparations for house—keeping occupy time & we shall not be 
thoroughly fixed probably before the last of next week or the first of week after  —  Father, Hetty 
& myself went to New York last week for furniture, going Tuesday – returning Friday  —  It was 
thought best for father to go rather than William [Hill] because he is better acquainted with New 
York & more accustomed to shopping  —  The goods are all in Somerville & most of them here  
—  A woman has been here this week helping make the carpets – Carpet for parlor 28 yds. 
[yards] at 81 cts. [cents] the best of ingrain.  Colors – the various shades of blue & buff  —    It is 
considered handsome & is quite showy  —  Carpets for dining room & spare room are alike – 
colors various – quality good price 62 ½ cts.  Mother gives <me> a carpet for my room – not a 
new one but one suitable for the place  —  Mother also gives chairs & wash stand for our room – 
so you see that she furnishes the room completely – all except my <...> <rear> bureau  —  
William takes his own case of drawers – pretty ones of black walnut  —  <...> Friends of the 
family a lawyer & wife – have just left Flem [Flemington, New Jersey] – going a considerable 
distance they sold their furniture.  I took a handsome mahogany bureau with mirror affixed at 14 
dollars  —  Mrs. Clark paid 18 dollars in New York about three years since  —  I also took her 
own mahogany bureau an old one for five dollars – am getting it dressed over for three dollars  —  
Have got a high post bedstead for 6 ½ dollars  —  Beside the double bed in spare room there will 
be room for a single one – shall get it when convenient  —  Have a cot for the woman – whom we 



have engaged – an Irish – stout & strong  —  Mother seems to take the same interest & care in 
getting me ready that she would in her own daughters — & so do they all  —  I received from 
every member of the family the utmost attention & kindness  —  I feel perfectly at home & shall be 
sorry to leave  —  Have attended 4 tea parties & one large party since writing  —  Have written 
Laura Kennard – but received no answer  —  Want to hear from Carrie exceedingly  —  It will 
take all my money — & more too to set us up – beside all that mother has given us  —  Dont 
know exactly how much William will have to do – but a good many dollars worth  —  The whole 
interior of the house is being painted  —  We have a nice closet in our room beside a small one 
under the garret stairs  —  William gets in this [town?] a set of pretty maple cane seats for dining 
room – also a sewing chair  —  In New York – got a secretary for 29 dollars – the style you 
wished – an enclosed wash stand mahogany for 4.50, hair seat chairs for 2.50 – hair seat rocking 
chair 10.  Cane seat & back maple rocking chair 4.  Card table 12.50 table cover 3.  Sofa 22.  
Mirror for sitting room 4. for our room 1.  Counterpane 3.  1 doz. tea knives & forks 5.50.  1 doz. 
best dining knives & forks 3.75 9 common knives & forks – price I have forgotten  —  Block tin tea 
pot 1.12.  Block tin coffee pot 1.12.  —  Lamp 4.  —  Bill for china including tea set, dinner set & 
chamber set & two waiters & 1 doz. tumblers 30.72, tea set white porcelain – dinner set white 
stone china  —  Oil cloth for [entry?] 5.  Stair carpet 3.19  — 
 Mother has given me a nice calico comforter beside what they wrote about & will lend 
some covers for the boys.  My comforters both quilted & one bonnet made &c. 
For three weeks or more I was obliged to dress every day for receiving calls.  But they <...> have 
all <through> been I believe & my return calls are nearly finished  My comforters are liked & quilts 
too, & every thing else too I believe  —  I often think of you & want to see you all – the darling little 
Mary I want to kiss  —  Love to all  —  Dont fail to write soon  —  Remember me to Kendleton & 
Canfield families & all friends & relations. 
      Your aff [affectionate] daughter & sister 
      Mary B. [Burr] Hill 
Please don’t scold us for not writing sooner have put it off from time to time, until such & such 
things were accomplished and here it is six weeks since we have written home.  I have been very 
busy indeed  this spring have had my house & garden to see to beside the farm and the business 
part of the shop.  Could get no help to dig garden except for one half day  have peas up, 
potatoes, onions, bunch beans, Radishes, beets, carrots, & parsnips planted.  On the Farm have 
sowed 22 acres of oats, ploughed 6 acres, for corn 18 acres to plough yet made ¼ mile of fence, 
put down 300 ft [foot] blind drain.  I shall be very glad when we get once settled & glad to hear 
from or see any of you whenever we may have that pleasure find much more work getting ready 
than expected, but am still in a good humour with my wife and the trouble too.  please write soon, 
once to our once, yet awhile 
      Truly as Ever 
      William H. [William Hill] 
P.S.  I would have written while Mary was in the City but she thought best, to wait until her return 
      W. H. 
Hope ma has not been sick yet.  How do pa & Ralph get along breaking colt  —  Has Nancy 
commenced cheese making?  Miss Allen has given us two silver butter knives.  My health is 
perfectly good. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Flemington [New Jersey] May 26, 1849 
      Saturday P.M. 
 
Dear parents brothers & sisters 
 We are in our own home now & have been here just two weeks to day  —  I am writing by 
our nice pretty Secretary in our nice little sitting room  —  But before going into description, I will 
answer all interrogations.  The money came in.  My pocket perfectly safe <every cent of it>  —  
The box of goods came perfectly safe from home  —  The box came near bursting in one or two 
places – but nothing was lost out.  All goods came from New York without damage.  Should like 
Mr. Wolcott to get me three plated silver & 4 German silver table spoons & 6 German silver tea 



spoons  —  Have got no new spoons except three iron ones  —  Shall endeavor to get along with 
those & what I brought until I go home  —  Did not like to purchase them in the city fearing I 
should be deceived.  William tells me not to ask for more money  —  I do not remember to have 
shown or read to Marianne a single letter  Am quite sure that I never did.  She & Ralph were in 
the school room with me the day you allude to when I received a letter  —  From Ralph’s manner 
she knew from whom it came  —  I do not remember to have been at all communicative to M. 
respecting my own affairs  —  Am confident that I never said any thing of them to Marianne that I 
would not just as soon have said to Elizabeth  —  Should like some of that maple sugar.  I feel 
exceedingly pleased with Ralph’s good success  —  Remember me to Mrs Byrrell & family 
especially Elizabeth  Am glad to hear that Ralph has joined Dea. [Deacon] Phelps class.  Love to 
M. [Maria?] Phelps & Elisa  When Ralph wishes to use Erastus in the possessive case – he must 
not write Erastus’es but Erastus’  —  Am very much pleased with my letters from home  —  Ma & 
Ralph both do charmingly  —  I am now writing with William’s gold pen – but I think it must serve 
him better than me  —  Catharine my girl has just been washing the kitchen floor.  I hear her 
churning now  —  We have one cow from which we make as much or more butter than we Shall 
use  Catharine is a widow woman — <hardly> middle aged I should think – she is neat – rather 
slow – but does her work well, — seems to expect to do it about all  —  If she stays with me – 
think I shall not have to work hard at all this summer  —  She washes & does up fine clothes 
beautifully  —  She has been here two weeks next Monday – does all the washing & ironing – 
there goes the door bell  — 
 Just received a call from two of the elite one – a new house keeper like myself  Have 
been receiving calls nearly every day since I have been here – sometimes four or five a day.  
Miss Clarke made a small party for us (William & self) last Wednesday.  The men have not come 
yet – presume they will do so on Monday.  Catharine sews neatly – though she has found little 
time as yet  —  Forgot to mention in last the present from Miss Elisa Hill – very pretty work stand 
which stands in the sitting room under glass – received it soon after coming to Flemington [New 
Jersey].  Shall be anxious to hear all about Carrie immediately upon her arrival  —  Mother father 
& sister are kind as possible  —  I have hitherto said nothing of William in my letters because new 
wives I believe are always thought to talk so silly  —  Will just say now however that he is all that I 
had thought & hoped & I am very happy  —  I like the house & it is “decently furnished” just as Ma 
always “meant” it should be.  My silver spoons are considered beautiful  Catharine usually rises a 
little past 4 AM. – makes the fire – milks – then puts the coffee boiling  —  The clock striking 5 is 
the signal for me to rise  —  We are generally through breakfast by 6 or before  —  Am sorry Ma 
has been sick  —  Mother feared that the girl would grumble at only a hush bed & so made a new 
hen’s feather single bed & gave me – got a cot for her room – thought it better than to get a 
double bed stead  —  <William’s bed> The tick & feathers of William’s bed are new – 40 lbs. in 
bed, bolster & pillows  —  Mother gave me a tin cake box which is a large tin pan with handles 
like my dish pan & a tin cover to it  —  In the pan I found nearly half a large loaf of fruit cake – it 
was made last Christmas for our wedding party — & will probably keep nice a year from this time 
– there was also in the pan a loaf of beautiful sponge cake – sister Hetty make  —  Mother gave 
us bread & pies to last a week & a boiled shoulder which is not gone yet & will continue good for 
two or three weeks to come  —  Mother, father Kate & Miss Allen drank tea with us the first night.  
Soon as we find it convenient – Shall get a Single bed & bed stead for the Spare room  Expect a 
man that owes William to make our cherry tables  —  Have a pine table in kitchen  —  Mrs. Emery 
(merchant’s wife) sent us a stone jar of <preserved> dried and sugar plums.  Mrs. Wirts (lawyer’s 
wife) a jar of preserved carnation cherries.  Mrs. Clark (lawyer’s wife) preserved raspberries.  —  
Your aff [affectionate] daughter & sister – kiss little Mary.  I want to see her  —  
 
Dear Ralph, 
 Mary has written to so many of you, such a jumble & so many blots that I am afraid if I 
write to the same address, I would do likewise, so write to you.  Expect that by this time you are 
very busy farming.  We finished planting our corn last Saturday week it is nearly all up thought it 
did not come as well as usual.  This spring has been very cool, have hardly had a week of warm 
weather yet.  Fine season for grass, have 25 acres mowing that looks very fine all timothy except 
five acres, & that is very fine clover (small red) today I cut 3 spears not taking the very longest, 
two of them measured ½ a yard long & the other 21 inches, fear that it will all fall down before it is 



fit to cut.  Oats are growing finely, — wish that you could come on and see us this summer before 
your mowing commences. 
The fly is in the wheat, — whether they will injure it much or not remains to be seen.  They 
generally show their work before this time of the year, wheat is just now coming into head.  How 
“the time flies in about three weeks we will be mowing our clover crops.  Mary has an industrious 
fit and is sewing by candle light, 15 minutes of 9 oclock.  That’ll please Ma” Wont it?  Fanny 
Prevost was married last Thursday morn and started immediately for Boston; on her return goes 
to her own house & housekeeping without delay.  We received a little box of wedding cake and 
card, on Sunday last from the happy pair.  Laura Kennard is not coming this spring.  Remember 
me to all, joy along through life with some end in view and be happy as possible all the time, save 
one cake of that maple sugar for me and believe me as ever 
      W [William] Hill 
 
Love to uncle, aunts & cousins  —  Will endeavor to write Aunt Eunice & family soon – as I 
promised to do  —  How is Matilda?  When the beautiful boxes of cake arrived William said “this 
is aunt Norton like is it not”?  We have radishes fit to pull and peas in blossom also potato tops six 
inches high in our own garden, and plenty of weeds.  Have an acre of potatoes in the field just 
coming up and ½ an acre of pumpkins planted a week ago.  Today have been white washing 
over house inside.  Converted the top of Box (Yankee) into a table to wash dishes on under 
piazza the other day. 
      the same W. H. [William Hill] 
Date 29 ‘’ 
Good Night 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Corte Maderia [California], Jan 8. 1854. 
Dear Friends 
 You see I am in a new place.  Ethan went up to the Point forepart Dec. for the purpose of 
coaxing me down here to farm it, & as I had been thinking of going to farming the first chance that 
presented itself he had no very hard work to get me started although I was as well situated as I 
should ever expect to be working for wages, & could have had the place long as I pleased.  They 
hated to have me leave & said that if was not suited down here to come back & I should have my 
place again no matter who they had hired  But I am thinking it will be more pleasant to work for 
myself, have my Sundays to myself & feel that I am a free man, than to be tied from 4 in the 
morning till eight & nine at night year in & year out for other people, even if I dont make quite as 
much money which depends upon circumstances.  I am in hopes of course that I shall do as well 
if not better.  Ethan & I have taken a place of Capt. Van [Armon?] the man Al Hart is building a 
steamer in company with & of whom Al took his log job last year.  The place consists of about two 
hundred acres well fenced & a snug little house which we occupy,  about thirty acres have been 
ploughed & there is probably as much more that will do to plough.  the remainder is covered with 
wild oats which makes the best of hay of which we can mow much as we please.  Hay is now 
worth 50 dols. in the city a ton.  it costs ten dollars to get it over from here.  4 weeks ago it was 
worth but twenty dollars a ton however.  what twill be next year I know not.  We do the work on 
the place & have half.  Capt. finds team & seed & keeps the team.  We commenced planting 
potatoes last Monday & ploughed & planted 5 acres & cut the seed last week  the way we plant 
here is to drop a row in every third furrow & turn the next one on to it.  we drop the pieces along 
about a foot apart.  after the potatoes are all planted we take a drag & drag <it> the ground over 
to make it level & then let the potatoes grow till time to dig then take a plow & plough them out.  
Never touch a hoe to them.  when it rains they say ‘tis too [moldy] to hoe them & when it dont rain 
the grou[nd] will retain the moisture longer to have it perfectly level.  We shall probably get in ten 
or twelve acres potatoes this year, & as much wheat as we can.  There is a twelve acre lot 
ploughed ready for wheat which we intend to sow this week.  The Capt had it ploughed before we 
came & it cost us nothing.  We have bought 4 sows 12 hens & a rooster for $2 00 [&?] all the 
sows 45 each.  the hens are worth two dollars each.  are going to raise what pigs & chickens we 
can.  got the hens home yesterday & they have laid 4 eggs ready  <dont> It is about 12 miles 



across the bay to San Frisco. [San Francisco, California] Ethan went over week before last and 
bought some provisions & a cook stove  paid 18 dols for a nice little stove & furniture, $16 for a 
barrel of as good flour as I ever saw $12 for 100 lbs butter, very good, 8 cts for beans $25 for a 
barrel pork &c &c &c.  They seem mighty cheap to me after being in the mountains.  but not to 
you I suppose except the butter.  The pork & butter were bought at auction where part of a ships 
cargo has to be sold to pay freight round the horn. 
Miles Hart arrived at San Frisco [San Francisco, California] the 20th Dec & gave me your letter of 
which I was very glad it being the first I had recd [received] from home since March [last?]  I can 
get my letters now right from the Post Office in San Francisco as many as you will have the 
goodness to send.  Am glad you farmers are having such a good time at home  Am also glad that 
Pa has got a horse that suits him at last.  If Erastus wants to kill himself why dont he take some 
easier way for doing it than by hard work  I should think it would be the hardest way in the world.  
You tell about Mary & Eddies going to school but I always think of them just as they were when I 
left & cant for my life make them look any different, although I know there is & will be still more 
before I see them again.  There has been scarcely no rain here this winter expect it will come in 
March.  So there is another little play thing for me at home is there.  wish I could see her. 
15th  Meant to have finished this last Sunday but Miles Hart & others came in, & I have neglected 
& forgotten it since  So it will not go till next mail. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Flemington, [New Jersey.] March 29, 1855. 
My dear mother & sister 
 I thought of writing you last week but William went to Philadelphia & I concluded to wait 
until he should come home & measure the land.  The state of the ground has been such (from 
frost &c.) that he thought it inconvenient to set stake much before this.  The girls have gone to 
New York to buy furniture for Kate.  Mr. Anderson by the advice of his mother in law sold the most 
of his furniture soon after his wife’s death.  They are to <keep> live this year near the 
Presbyterian church 2 doors this side of where aunt Hetty used to live  I believe Mr. A. [Anderson] 
thinks of building this summer just above fathers two or three or four rods above I suppose which 
will make it very pleasant for them all.  Hetty borrowed my brocha shawl for her trip it not being so 
much faded as her own.  The children are fat & hearty.  Laura very active & full of mischief. 
 I bought this pin of a pedlar for 31 cts.  Mrs. Joseph Reading was in here at the time & 
admired it said she thought it looked like a higher priced pin. 
 I expect to be confined the latter part of October.  William has proposed my going home 
this spring (that is if I will go without him) but I think that a visit so soon again would probably give 
you more trouble than pleasure & I have very little idea of going.  My girl is to make a visit to New 
York in May. 
 My health I expect is about the same as when at home last fall.  I have many bad 
feelings, of course – suppose if Carrie [Caroline Burr Grant] were here she would consider me 
about the same as last Spring.  Mary continues to assist in care of children much more than Ann 
did & I put it upon her.  Mother has been in since I began this & sent much love to you. 
 I hope that you are not overwhelmed with care & trouble & that you receive support from 
above. 
 Sammy [Samuel B. Hill] knows the most of his letters both large & small.   When I am 
reading he often comes & asks to say his letters & in this way has leaned them. 
      Yours affectionately 
       Mary B Hill [Mary Burr Hill] 
 
We have had a cold dry March and the winter grain is suffering much – The prospect for a large 
crop about here is not good – We are quite busy now in shop – making tile and ware – rec’d 
[received] an order the other day for 5.000 lead pots – 
On the 27 of March bought a piece of land at the lower corner of land to make our line straight 
and out to the R Road [Railroad], so that now the R Road [Railroad] is the boundary in a straight 
line for half the length of the farm with the exception of about 2 chains a little square of land 
belonging to Asha Hill which I hope to obtain some day and make the line complete – 



I measured the land for M yesterday and will have the deeds made out as soon as I can get them 
done – The piece contains about 10 acres – 
Cheese now retails here at 16 cts per lb – and not very plenty at that – How do potatoes sell with 
you – here they are worth 237 ½ per bu – We have been getting up a car load of man [manure] 
100 bu to try on potatoe crop and a little to top dress land (grass) – Cost about 15 cts. per bushel, 
about the same as lime, Do not know whether it will do as much good in small quantities as lime 
but want to give it a trial 
Perhaps Super Phosphate of Lime would improve your pastures – it seems as if they ought to be 
renovated – now cheese is so high priced  WB Hill 
Wrote as far as above and went to breakfast taking care of myself and Laura [Laura Hill] who 
always meets one at table with a perfect string of Papa’s and no one else answers half as well as 
Papa – Poor little thing if she knew how often her Father wishes her in bed or somewhere else 
would she be so eager for a seat on his knee  Must away to office and work with love to all I am 
yours as ever 
      William Hill 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[In envelope addressed to:] Ralph E. Burr Esq 
    Norfolk 
   Litchfield County 
    Connecticut 
      Flemington [New Jersey] July 4th 1849 
Dear Ralph 
 Have been trying to get Mary in the humour of writing for some days but have not been 
able, not to say that she is disobedient for I have not commanded her so to do, but she has kind 
of put it off until the spirit & flesh were willing & ready at the same moment. 

Our town is as quiet today as sunday with the exception of a few firecrackers among the 
boys and once in awhile a gun shot from children of a larger growth.  I have taken advantage of 
its being a holiday have not done much except in the way of chores, picked peas for dinner, 
staked up tomato vines, burnt up some weeds that were cut in the field, hoed quite a bit in the 
garden, and now at 1/2 past 3 oclock P.M. am writing to friends far away.  We had some very hot 
weather week before last and first of last week, since that time it has been much cooler with a 
deal of easterly wind but no rain, the country is getting (just about here) very dry, pinching the 
gardens & oats very much.  Last week and latter part of week before we cut and got in without the 
least damage by wet 22 loads of hay, 15 clover & the rest some early […] suffering with the dry 
weather.  Found it very hard work mowing down clover in that hot weather, but made out to 'hang' 
on by taking it easy.  Shall begin to mow again next week & harvest wheat also.  Some people 
are cutting wheat & rye on hilly land.  The hay crop is very abundant, think that we will cut about 
56 loads from 25 acres of grass,  The warm weather has started the corn forward pretty fast. 
have ploughed all of ours twice some three times, and one piece the 4th and last time, about half 
(11 acres) of ours looks very good indeed and the rest so middling; the best stands up over two 
feet high, and we have every size from 6 inches high to 3 feet. 

Had our first green peas two weeks ago tomorrow, have had them most every day since 
but the hot & dry weather is cutting the crop short, the second crop are fast coming in but will not 
do much.  First string beans day before yesterday, new potatoes are not quite fit to dig yet though 
I have pulled up a hill or two just to get a taste.  Cherries & raspberries are ripe & currants nearly 
so (Mary says that currants were ripe 10 days ago; she wanted to be at them because they were 
red) also goosberries,  We have no goosberries cherries or raspberries here but plenty of 
currants & can get goosberries plenty at home & cherries most anywhere.  Well Ralph it must be 
something of a job to lay those thumping stone fences yet there is one consolation, once done 
they are a fixture, they always stay where you put them, Dont they?  Now here we have to build a 
new post fence every twelve or fifteen years, sometimes sooner than that according to the kind of 
ground on which they are built  The rails will last longer but the posts seldom do.  Say to your 
Mother that a short time ago good molasses sold in New York for 36 per gallon by the barrel and 
tolerable nice brown sugar fro 4 3/4 & 5 cts per lb by the barrel.  Just had our house painted 



outside a light brownish red, window shutters & frames white down stairs, up stairs Venetian 
shutters green window frames white, are getting pretty well snuged up except some fence to 
white wash which will be one of the is to be done's for some time yet I fear.  They are about to 
build a large hall in our village 60 feet by 30, 3 stories high, by stock subscription, for the use of 
the Odd fellows, Sons of Temperance & co. with one large room to let for lectures small shows & 
so on.  'Twill be quite an ornament to the village and is to be on a new street that has been laid to 
induce others to build in same street. Am sorry to hear that your Mother has had a sick turn 
again.  Tell she must expect to find me somewhat mysterious sometimes in my writing.  I was 
sure that she would say rather that M [Mary] was in bed than sewing.  well we do go to bed pretty 
early and find it very comfortable after working hard all day.  Give my love to Mrs. C. [Caroline] 
Grant with all the rest, Tell Mrs. G. [Grant] to write to Mary and that I would be glad to see her in 
Jersey any time.  The Californians appear to be getting along pretty well, keep up something like 
a government among themselves are building up several little towns quite rapidly.  Have one 
Presbyterian Church organized among them, & stern necessity will develop the agricultural 
resources of the country & after a while a civilized man might feel half at home there.  Do you 
take any interest in foreign politics?  I rejoice with the Hungarians & the Romans & hate the 
French for their foolish interference at Rome, with their cowardly folly in sticking to the wrong after 
they have found themselves out to be decidedly so, but that cursed false honour of the human 
race which drives men deeper & deeper in the wrong for the sake of others praises or blame is a 
prominent point in French character.  Hope that it will not be long before the whole of Europe will 
bid adieu to kings & Emperors, and they be counted only as things that were. 
 ('Tis mans inhumanity to man) 
 (Makes countless thousands mourn!) 
And will be until men act out more fully the precepts of the New Testament. 
      Good-bye dear Ralph 
      Write soon to Me & Mine 
       Ever Yours 
      W [William] Hill 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Mr Ralph E Burr 
   Norfolk 
  Litchfield County 
   Connecticut. 
     All Well 
[Written across address:] Mr Sheppard please send this up and charge the trouble to Wm 
[William] Hill 
 
      Flemington [New Jersey] Nov 4th 1849 
Dear Ralph 
 This letter may come unexpectedly to you for I have just thought of writing it and not from 
any sudden movement of the spirit but because I have received an order to night for ten thousand 
more lead pots to be delivered in as short a time as possible.  Now we shall require more help 
than we have engaged at present and if you have made up your mind to come to New Jersey this 
winter and could set out immediately and would be willing to work one month before going to 
school we would be willing to give you 20 dollars for your service exclusive of board.  There are 
several reasons for my wishing you to come & one is that my Father is almost over done with 
hard work and I should like to releive him in some way.  Do not wish to persuade you to come 
against your Friends wishes or interests and if they are not perfectly willing at home for you to 
come why do not come on our acc/ [account] but write to us immediately that we may know what 
to do;  Have not done a single hours work out on the farm since my first letter to Mary when she 
was at home  We hired all our corn cut & are hireing men to husk it besides the hands that we 
have in the shop 

We have about 650 Bushels of corn in the crib and have a goodeal more to husk — The 
weather is still quite pleasant the last two days have been indian summer quite warm and 



pleasant.  Our new rooms are walled up, roof not on yet, Mason built the new oven to day.  I 
myself am pretty tired of constant work at the same thing but will have to get used to it I see — 
We have 400 bushels of lime ready slacked that wants spreading and a good many odd jobs, in 
fact at present I see no end of work — are building a new corn crib 25 1/2 feet long 8 feet posts 
and 4 feet wide at bottom, set up on posts 2 feet above groung to keep out the rats, Thus " 
[drawing of barn of stilts] I find it takes a good eal of thinking & considerable moving about to see 
that things are done rightly on the farm also to carpenters & masons and do my nearly two days 
work in the shop  Had 3 two horse loads of Yankee pumpkins in the corn from the seed that I 
brought from your house last winter; all together we had 8 two horse loads and I have had the 
pleasure of chopping up 1 1/2 bushels noon & eve for two oxen that I am fattening for the good of 
mankind, for a month past, Should you come on now you would still see a little of the country and 
be able to judge a little of the manner in which farming is done up in this unenlightened 
community.  I take a bite of maple sugar almost every night and seldom forget here's to old Ralph 
or something like it,  Often think of you all and would like to see you all very much,  I love the wild 
and uncultivated spots of Connecticuts back bone and some of the places that I saw in that 
squirrel hunt are still present to memory,  Mary says tell her mother that she made a mistake in 
sending for the yarn and that my mother wants two pounds of grey yarn and only one of white 
instead of the other way as Mrs Mary B Hill had it, she sat it down from memory and had 
confusion in her brain as all young housekeepers have and ought to have for dear knows they 
have enough to think of and too enough to do,  Aunt H B Hill is spending the evening with us and 
she and Mary are chatting of many things at my elbow, but I do not pay much attention to what is 
going on. 

Well you say here's a pretty budget of trouble and work of what is done, doing, and to be 
done, you can judge by this what occupies my mind I cannot think of many things beside work at 
present. 
Now dear fellow if the things in this letter suit you and yours and you can come soon say first of 
next week or even the last you would be of considerable service and I will keep my promise made 
in the first part of this letter,  Remember me kindly to Erastus & family your Father & Mother 
Carrie and all the rest & also to Maria Phelps when you see her, 
The Presbyterian Minister left here (that is resigned of charge this week) and there is now an 
opening [for] a good minister that will put up with 500 or 600 dollars for a salary.  Good night Dear 
Ralph 
hoping to see you soon I am as ever 
  Your Brother 
   Wm Hill [William Hill] 
 
I will just add — that William is almost tired out too — & I should be extremely happy if it would 
not be too much against your interest to permit Ralph to come Most affectionately 
  Mary [Mary Burr Grant] 
William has written this with the speed of a steam engine & is <waiting> in a hurry to be off before 
the mail closes. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Norfolk. [Connecticut]  Jan 19th 1850. 
Friend Ralph — 
 I must apologise for not writing you before.  For since the receipt of your letter I have 
hardly had a moments leisure in the Day Time, And I do not like to write by Candle light, as it 
always affects my eyes.  I was very glad to hear from you, and of your enjoying yourself as well, 
as I think you must from the manner you express yourself.  I dont wonder you are contented with 
your lot & for what I know your Comparison is proper.  So for news I think Norfolk [Connecticut]  
uncommonly Dull this Winter.  I know of nothing unusual or that would interest you in the least. 

Since the middle of December we have had excellent Sleighing just Snow enough and 
what is uncommon for N. [Norfolk, Connecticut] it has thus far lain quiet.  We had a January thaw 
which lasted One Day, and the next night plenty of snow to repair it.   



You inquire <after> about the Sabbath School here, or rather our class.  I have not attended there 
two months.  Esquire Peck was taken sick about that time ago, so sick that he was obliged to go 
home every Saturday. and return Monday a little better but worse at the end of the week.  They 
Say he is soon to be Married, I Suppose he will be if his Health mends, And then 'may be we 
shall commence again. 

The talented portion of community here, have revived their Lyceum, and the School Boys 
their Club.  By the way Mr Rice has a full school this winter  All he can well tend to.  Quite a 
number of boys from other towns and one or two whom Rice looks Black at.  You have been to 
school to him and know what I mean.  I think your teacher must be behind the times, as it regards 
Wednesday exercises, though I think with you his dispensing with them is much to his credit  
Augustus Pettibone, does not attend school this Winter,  His Father is going, or has gone, South 
and he can not be spared. it is just as well for him, he will learn more I presume.  He was out here 
to keep Thanksgiving, and staid a day or two with me.  He would not miss being here if he had to 
come on foot.  I presume Uncle Bradley misses his presence as much as any one or two.  As for 
myself I do not go to school this Winter, but farm it night and morning and stay at Doctors 
between.  I take it pretty easy there as it regards them and read six hours in the day on the 
average. 

Huggins is at home most of the time, and a good pleasant fellow he is <most of the 
time>, Now and then he gets miffed at me, which is all right enough I suppose he has reason to 
be, but a great share of the time he is what he ought to be. ready to assist me when I need.   He 
is a cold blooded fellow, and keeps the office so hot that I roast with my coat off — I have the 
advantage of him though, I make him keep the fire, and he is on the trot after wood all the time.  I 
dont know as he will stay another year but I am sure I hope he will.  We have had such fine winter 
weather that People have gone on with their building to good advantage  Lawrence's folks have 
part of their Hoe Works running and the Ryans have got their Factory mostly out of the woods 
and have a number of hands hewing  They have fairly filled up the village with their timber and 
wood.  I believe Uncle Pendleton has got his works in operation as Levi went along a short time 
ago with a Bundle of Leather about large enough for him to sit on.  Harlow Roys commenced 
raising his new works yesterday they raised two tiers and have eleven more to raise.  He will 
have one of the largest works in the Country. when completed.  He does great things or none.  
From reading over your letter I see you mention Dancing as common as if I were you and could 
without neglecting my studies I should learn, When they talked of starting a school here, I thought 
I would attend, but as for going down to Crowells, five miles once a week for that purpose, it wont 
pay.  they muster up ten couple however who go out at night and come home to Breakfast.  I 
believe in Dancing but not in running the thing into the ground.  If they would get home in the 
proper time the good folks of this town would not oppose it as they do, 

You must excuse the good looks of this letter, Ralph for I have had to jump up and leave 
it a dozen times, Write me as often as you can, and what you please, anything that interests you 
will me, and I would like to know if you ever expect to come back and live in old Norfolk 
[Connecticut], my mind is made up in regard to that I would like to know yours 
Halsey is well and attending school, and wishes to be remembered to you (I guess) I have not 
seen him Nor does he know of my writing,  Your Friends are all well (that I know anything about 
understand me), and hoping to (see you soon and hear from you sooner) as the Paddy wrote 
  I remain 
   Your Friend 
    J. H. P. Stevens. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Miss Mary Burr [Mary Burr Hill] 
   Care of Lewis M. Prevost Esq.  
    Erwinna P.O.  
    Bucks Co.  
    Penn. [Pennsylvania] 
 
Folio post.  



 
Prairieville, W.T. [Wisconsin Territory] May 10, 1844. 

 
My own precious Sister,  
 A folio is now spread before me to be filled for my dear sister. I intend writing now & then 
as time admits & inclination prompts.  
 The past week my leisure time has been devoted to letter writing & yesterday noon we 
had a package prepared wh. [which] Mr. [Isad?] Mills is to take. I wrote several letters to our 
people, one to Mother Grant [Elizabeth Grant] & notes to Aunt Susan [Susan Jane Benton 
Wallis], Sarah Brown & Abby Cowles [Abigail Cowles Grant]. Daniel wrote to Joel & Uncle 
Pettibone [Amos Pettibone].  
 I fancy you think of us to day, as one year ago this day my dear husband & I took upon 
us the solemn marriage vow  –  life has since passed pleasantly with me, & I feel it good “to lean 
on an accordant bosom, I love 
The beating of a heart that beat as mine  
The sparkling of an eye that tells of thoughts 
That harmonize with what I feel.”   –   
But you know “There will be dark hours for all.” & strange if some moments of sadness should not 
steal over me, but then ‘tis sweet to feel a Savior [high?]  –   
 May 11. Sat. P.M. This morning I gathered some wild flowers & put them pressing with 
the view of making an herbarium for you, dear sister  –  I intend to analyze some of them at least 
by the artificial method as we have Eaton’s Botany [Amos Eaton, Manual of botany for the 
Northern and Middle States?]  –  I suppose the botanical names will be the same as those given 
by Beck [Lewis C. Beck, Botany of the Northern and Middle States?].  
I love these western wilds they are so fraught with nature’s rich, beautiful, productions.  
 Thank you for that paper containing those lines upon a “Forest Home.” They seem true & 
I love to read them & I think as the Author says, “more & more dear, And far more beautiful, doth 
Nature seem 
So them who daily meet her face to face,  
And learn from her the bliss, that, like a dream,  
Robes common things with beauty & with grace.”  
May 15. Wed. This day completes brother Erastus’s [Erastus Burr] 21st year, does it seem 
possible that he is “21” O that the bloom of his manhood was consecrated to the Savior’s Service  
–  let us sister often & earnestly remember him to the [Heard?] of Prayer  –   
 Last Sabbath was rainy & prevented my attending church  –  Mon. was also rainy & I 
delayed washing until yesterday  –  Just as I was about to commence washing my pantry floor 
Levi Grant came up to announce the arrival of his wife [Lucinda Octavia Tryton Grant], & her wish 
to see me  –  You will imagine that I was pretty expeditious in finishing my work & hastened down 
found her & her child in good health (exerting a cold & looking more healthy & fleshy than when 
she left  –  they have been absent nine months  –   
16. Today have been assisting Mrs. Grant in washing her house. She brought considerable dried 
fruit & has given us some 
17  –  One year this day since we left our dear homes & fresh to mind are brought many tender 
recollections but I trust we shall yet all meet again & enjoy each others society  –   
18  –  Yesterday P.M. went to the village made several calls took tea with Mrs. Tickenor & 
brought from the P.O. [Post Office] some papers from Joel the N.Y. Weekly Tribune [New York 
Weekly Tribune] containing articles written on “Association” & in one we learned that brother E.P. 
Grant Esq is the president of a society of Associationists called the “Ohio Phalax” Their Domain is 
said to be very beautiful consisting of 2100 acres situated in Ohio on the O. river [Ohio River]  –  
You are probably aware that these Societies are becoming common throughout the country  –   
 Joel says he thinks something of the kind will be eventually adopted, though not 
according to the plan of Fourier  –  thinks there is a great deal of nonsense in their pretensions, & 
many of their plans visionary, although some of them seem good enough  –   
To day Daniel planted in the garden 
May 22. Wed. Yesterday I visited at Levi’s with old Mrs. Brown our neighbor & Mrs. Burgess a 
young married lady from the state of N.Y. [New York] recently  –  she is acquitted with Mr. 



Erastus Holt’s family  –  says Mrs. Holt is very much esteemed  –  & her children are pretty & 
bright  –  the oldest is a son 11 yrs. of age  –  the [next?] two daughters  –  she has a young babe  
–  [Georg…] lives near them builds organs &c. is a [pious?] smart young man – Mary does not 
now use crutches [text missing?] 
25. Sat. To day Daniel & a neighbor with whom D. [Daniel] has “changed work” are planting 
potatoes & corn beside our common corn we have some for parching & also “broom corn.”  
[One line erased, reads in part: … part of the day keep…] 
28. To day is the funeral of Miss Sarah love  –  a young lady much beloved & one of the finest 
singers in the vicinity  –  she died of the prevailing epidemic  –  scarlet fever  –  it has raged here 
since the last of Feb. seizing alike old & young. There have been times when the disease has 
appeared to abate  –  but there are still new cases every few days  –  I believe inflammation 
always attends the fever & if it settles in the bowels the case is considered almost or quite 
hopeless  –  we feel that a kind Providence has indeed watched over us for good <by> thus far 
preserving our lives & health  –   
 We last week rec’d [received] a paper fr. [from] home & a letter fr. [from] Joel written at 
Millbrook [Connecticut]  –  they brought Martha home last of Apr. or first of May in Esq. Battells 
barouche  –  she seemed to be considerably affected by the journey but had mostly recovered 
from the effect when the letter was written May 6. M. [Martha Grant] does not sit up at all. & we 
have great fear that she will not recover, though they have a little hope think it may be month 
before the disease conquers her  –  
 
Give my love to Miss Hill  –  We last winter rec’d [received] a letter from Mother Grant [Elizabeth 
Grant], Miss Read & Abby Cowles [Abigail Cowles Grant] at S. Hadley we have the crickets made 
& covered  –  we did not take Levi’s farm  –  please send a paper soon after your reception of this  
–   
 
They say [Mr?] Hurlbut the tailor in Norfolk [Connecticut] is coming out here in June  –  our people 
intend to send some letters & things by him if he can bring them 
 
May 29  –  Brother Ralph’s [Ralph E. Burr] birth day  –  how I want to see the little fellow  –  one 
year ago this day we were on Lake Huron  –   
June 1. One year this day since we landed at Milwaukie 
 
I saw last fall in the N.Y. Observer [New York Observer] a notice of the death of Mrs. Henry 
Cowles of Oberlin died of pulmonary consumption  –  age 33  –  did you not think she was older?  
 
I saw this Spring in the N.E. Puritan [New England Puritan] notice that Mr. <& Mrs.> John Cowles 
& Mrs. Eunice Caldwell Cowles were in May to reopen the Ipswich Female Sem [Ipswich Female 
Seminary] also saw in the same paper the marriage of Miss Julia Hyde eldest daughter of Rev 
Davies [Hyde?] of Beckett to Rev. Edward Clarke of Middlefield  –  I suppose it was our Julia, do 
not you?  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to Caroline Grant Burr] 
    Jan. 23. 67. 
My very dear Sister, 
 I am sorry & ashamed that your kind letters have so long remained unanswered.  But I 
trust you will excuse me.  You know my poor nature, how soon I become weary, & must sleep, & 
then there is a coat, shirt, vest, pair of pants, stockings, suspenders, or mittens to mend, wh. 
[which] added to the housework, so completely occupy my time as to leave very little <time> for 
writing. (If your mending lags, what may I say of mine?) 
 Abbie [Abigail E, Grant Burr] is a very, very great comfort to us, even about as much so, 
as Mary [Mary Burton Shurtleff] when here.  She sees what must be done, & needs no prompting.  
I think she is less pale than when she came, hope her present discipline will be profitable, & she 
reelly appears to enjoy it.  Her time is fully occupied, helping me, writing & receiving letters, etc. 



 You inquire etc. I have written to the Probate Judge of this Co. [County]  He did not 
answer [page torn] questions but said he must forget her maiden name.  Her first husband’s 
name was Reed.  She teaches her own & husband’s children in their own house for $20 per 
month, has stove furnished & coal I think. 
 If Abbie sh’d [should] get smart enough, P. [Philander Burton?] thinks he c’d [could] get 
her a place in the Union in G. [Grinnell?] 
 I rejoice that you can still stay with father [Elijah Grant] & that you have kept so 
comfortably well, under your numerous cares, & that the family have kept so comfortable.  I do 
sympathize with you in the loss of your cows.  I think the little dairy can hardly be called such 
dairy, now still you speak of making many little cheeses, etc.  If the family can be supplied with 
these comforts fr. [from] the 4 remaining cows, you will do well. 
 We only haul our wood nine miles.  Wm. [William Burton] has been wishing for snow.  A 
little fell last Tuesday.  Wm. [William] thot [thought] he w’d [would] try it, but found almost bare 
ground.  Thermometer has been 18 below zero, but weather is milder now.  We keep 
thermometer in the cellar.  It stands near freezing point I hope we shall not lose many potatoes, 
sometimes put coals & hot [water?] [in?] the cellar.  
 After losing these cows, I think <Marcis> Marcus will not be troubled with means to 
reduce that debt this winter.  I wonder if he will not regard it, as a favor, he does hate to pay debts 
so bad. (I cannot see how he can ever pay, so long as he is bound to expend pay six or eight 
hundred dollars on the road, & receive only four hundred.  But he will say I am meddling with 
what does not belong to me, & so I am.) 
 I had a list of things I thot [thought] I w’d [would] send for, but I have lost it.  All for the 
best perhaps.  I did not know what to do about it, I had written down Hammar, Meat axe, 3 or 4 
Six quart pans, Foot stove, Old shoes that I wore there, that I left in closet fr. father’s bed room, (it 
is difficult to find shoes that feel easy on my feet).  Possibly this list may turn up, but it will be 
much trouble to you to get the barrel started, & I will say no more about it now.  Abbie & I tho’t 
[thought] one of those covered boxes you kept crackers in etc. w’d [would] be so nice, but 
perhaps you c’d [could] not spare one [page appears to be missing]  
 ....see me, that the business w’d [would] incur large expense, etc.  I do not know when I 
shall go to Montezuma I ought, soon. 
24, Wednes.  
 As to articles I bought from you, none came [....?].  Even those little, new patches wh. 
[which] I almost thought c’d [could] do no good, (you know I am not partial to small <pa> patches) 
are just the thing for mittens, & the black hood, with short cape, is just the thing on the windy 
prairie, the clothes pins too, woe to the garment that falls upon this black sand.  But brief time 
<fails> does not allow me to say how often I am reminded of yr. thoughtfulness & kindness.  The 
boys think you are a wonderful aunt, & that cousin E. Pinney must be a wonderful cousin to think 
to send them maple sugar.  Please remember me very kindly to cousins Orville & Elizabeth, also 
Mrs. Allen Mrs. Lawrence & all inquirers.  Mrs. [Batcham?]   (our nearest neighbor when with you) 
says, Sylvia Allen was one of her most intimate acquaintances when she lived in Granby, Conn. 
that she was well acquainted, with Truman Allen’s family etc.  Whether she knew Mr. & Mrs. 
Lewis Allen, I cannot tell 
 I wish Marcus w’d [would] write when you write again.  What you related of family matters 
was most cordially received. 
 That uncomfortable heat in my back is passing off, I hope.  My limbs trouble me some.  I 
have fears of the same difficulty father labors under, but hope still. 
 Only one of your letters is now at hand.  I fear I have not answered half your questions.  
Will write again, ere long. 
 Mr & Mrs. Shurtleff [Mary Burton Shurtleff and Giles Waldo Shurtleff] intended to 
commence keeping house the 7th inst.  Quite new experience for them. 
 Do you wish to know what we are doing just now.  Abbie has just melted snow enough to 
wash her hair. (She makes bread, pies, cakes, etc, etc,)  I made my sons cheese yesterday.  Mr 
& Mrs Jno. [Delahoide?] & Mrs. Edward Brown, with each their only little boy, took tea with us 
yesterday, P. M. Wm. [William Burton] & Thedie [Theodore Elijah Burton] have gone to pick a 
load of corn.  Think Thedie & Abbie will go to Grinnell this P. M. 



 We had a wagon load of citrons fr. [from] those seed Mrs. A gave me.  Our garden did 
well but the frost of Sept. 20 melted the vines right down.   
 Good Bye for the present dear sister. 
    E. Burton [Elizabeth Grant Burton] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]   Mrs. Elizabeth Grant 
    Care of Dea. [Deacon] Elijah Grant 
    Colebrook 
    Connecticut 
    Oct. 30 
My dear Mother, 
 It is always my first impulse upon receiving a letter from home, to sit immediately down 
and answer it and it is that feeling which induces me to answer yours, which came to hand 
yesterday so soon.  We were very glad to hear from you, especially to learn that all were well.  
We have been expecting to hear from you through Mr Griswold, but had nearly despaired of this 
coming this fall before the receipt of your letter.  He has not yet arrived but perhaps he will before 
I finish this letter.  I am very sorry for his misfortunes but hope he will soon be in a more 
prosperous condition. 
 You expressed some anxiety about my health, and speak as if you supposed I was still 
afflicted with sore breasts.  This is not the case.  I was troubled twice in the fall and early part of 
winter with sore 
hands, but drinking the sarsaparilla syrup cured them in both cases and they have not troubled 
me since until the past week they have been a little sore.  About a week after my confinement my 
breasts began to swell, we tried the usual remedies for swelled breasts in vain, they continued to 
swell, but were not very painful unless I moved my arms, and in less than three weeks they broke 
three times.  Since then they have never troubled me but once, and then it was a cold which was 
removed by sweating.  I have much reason to be grateful that I got through with them with so little 
pain.  I was quite out of health for two or three months after my confinement, had a diareah which 
reduced me a good deal and was bought on by the least excercise, but I have got entirely over 
that, and for the lat two months have been as well as any body need to be, and have grown quite 
fleshy.  I have done my work alone 8 or 9 weeks this summer and do not now wish for a girl.  I 
find a good deal of excercise agrees with me.  Mr Grant has been in very good health the most of 
the summer, but has for some past days been severely afflicted with the toothache.  He went this 
morning to attend court in New Philadelphia, and Elizabeth and I are to spend the night alone.  
Elizabeth is very healthy and good natured.  She is rather small featured but very fat, and I think 
resembles Jane very much.  It is very gratifying to me that she does.  She lies upon the floor a 
great deal, but sleeps very little indeed.  We do not use a cradle let her wear caps, or give her 
paregoric; three things which astonish the people here very much.  I put her in a pail or tub of 
water every day if I have the time, if not I wash her thoroughly all over.  She likes either method of 
washing, but prefers going in a tub of water.  I wish you could see her.  I am afraid she will not be 
so good when she is older, but I intend to try to make a good girl of her. 
 We recieved a letter from Mary about the first of Sept which had been three or four weeks 
on the way, which was the first time we had heard from her since April.  She then wrote from 
Boston and said she would send us a paper and let us know where to direct a letter.  I am glad 
she is to remain with you another winter.  
 We had a letter from Elizabeth about two months ago.  I wish they would visit us this fall 
but do not know that we have much reason to expect them.  Mr. Grant has thought a little of 
taking us to see them, but has concluded not to go.  He is very busy and finds but little time for 
visiting.  He does not thinking of going east next summer, if I should go, Mrs Whiting will 
accompany me and a friend of ours, Miss Fish, from Mass. [Massachusetts]  She has been in Mrs 
Hopkins school 3 or 4 years, as teacher.  It is of course entirely uncertain about my going.   
 I suppose you know that Mrs Whiting has a boy near 7 weeks old she is in very good 
health, and also the Dr.  He is now very busy indeed although it is a time of general health here  



His cases are mostly in the country.  Mr & Mrs Hopkins are here now and perhaps will remain, it 
is still uncertain.  We are very much in want of a clergyman. 
 Wed 31st. I was very much pleased by Marcus’ generosity.  Tell him and Martha that we 
will take the will for the deed and feel as grateful to them for the things which they intended to 
send as if they really came.  I talk to Elizabeth a great deal about her little uncles and aunts, and 
she seems to like to hear it very much indeed.  She has now gone to sleep in my arms while I am 
writing.  You mention the princes pine, I have used it a considerable, but never saw that it was of 
any use.  I have never seen but one or two sprigs of it here.  I think the syrup of sarsaparilla is the 
best thing I have ever tried, and would recommend to all who are troubled with scrofulae.  
I do not know how it would affect Maria P. but presume it would not hurt her and it is a very 
agreeable medicine to the taste.  
 I wish cousin Elizabeth would not wait for me to write to her, tell her when she has as 
many cares as I have that I will excuse her if she does not write often, but now I cannot.  Is she to 
be married this fall?  I was in hopes if I went home next summer that she would return with me.  
Give my love to them.  There are so many things which I wish to write that I could fill several 
sheets but I must let them go hoping to see you sometime and communicate in an easier way.  
Mr Grants business is good.  The crops are mostly small in consequence of drought.  Wheat crop 
was about as good as usual, Potatoe crop very small.  Sugar is 15 cents a pound in consequence 
of the Ohio being so low.  Flour is $8, a barrel.  Times are hard, but I am blessed with an 
excellent appetite and relish plain food.   
 I want to know Mary’s plans for the winter but do not know where to write to her.  Give a 
great deal of love to her & all of the rest of the family.  If you see any of my fathers family give my 
love to them and tell father and mother I wish they could see how much work I have done today, 
and with how little fatigue.  I wish you would try to persuade Mr Hubbell and Henrietta to come 
and see us.  I think they might come.  
 Mr Grant has not come home and I am afraid baby & I will have to stay alone another 
night, as it is now 8 o’clock.  He may wish to write on to send some message, so I will not write 
any more until he comes. 
 Nov 2nd Mr Griswold arrived yesterday with his family.  I intend to call upon them this 
eve. and Mr Grant will finish the letter after we have seen them.  Write as often as you find time 
and you will add much to the happiness of your affectionate daughter 
         Susan B Grant. [Susan 
Boyd Grant] 
Sat. morning Nov. 3.  I could add little to what Susan has written, if I were disposed, for want of 
room.  I returned from N Phila [North Philadelphia] Thursday Eve.  Col. Griswold’s family are all in 
excellent health.  Our books and G. Hall Jrs M.SS. came in good condition.  Col. G’s [Griswold] 
other goods are yet behind and no word has come respecting them which makes him feel 
somewhat uneasy.  A letter was to be sent on their being forwarded from Albany, but none has 
come.   
 It is an exceedingly expensive time to support a family here, and while provisions are 
scare and dear, money is scare also, and collections difficult.  Business pretty good. 
         E. P. G. [Elijah Phelps 
Grant] 
Sat. morning Nov. 3 (continued from 4th page.)  Since writing a little on the last page of this 
sheet, I have got some red ink and concluded to add something further.  One thing I wish to say 
is, that our Post Master never takes the wrapper off from newspapers when they are marked paid 
on the outside, thus “Paid 1 ½”  
If therefore you wish to write to write a little in a newspaper, if you will pay the postage there is I 
think no danger of its being discovered.  Our Post Master is one of the best natured men in the 
world and strictly honest, not withstanding his zeal as a Van Buren man.   
 He has never yet discovered any writing in newspapers sent to me, or if he has, has 
never said any thing about it, though Asabel Rice once sent me a paper on which a great deal 
was written.  I mention this that you may avail yourself of it, if disposed, to communicate 
occasionally some circumstance when you have no time to write a letter. 
 Canton [Ohio] has been all the season remarkably healthy.  Out of a population of about 
2,000 there have been but two deaths (besides infants) since February last.  One of these was an 



old lady who died of consumption after several years sickness; the other was a young man aged 
16 who died of a fever.  But all around us, and indeed throughout this western country generally it 
has been sickly 
    Your affe [affectionate] son  E P Grant 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]     Mr. Elijah Grant 
      Millbrook 
      Litchfield Co [Connecticut] 
[Stamped on upper left hand corner of address leaf]  WILKINS 
        PA 
[Written in stamped area]     Oct 19th 
 
      East Liberty [Pennsylvania] Aug. 8=1839 
Dear Father, 
 Whatever concerns us, I suppose you will be interested to hear.  We have finally 
concluded to go on to a farm.  I have accordingly purchased in Pike County Ohio.  The farm I 
have purchased consists of 232 acres, about 100 under improvement with a house nearly 
finished which will be sufficiently large and convenient.  The farm is situated 2 miles from Piketon 
the county seat, and 4 from the great Erie and Ohio Canal.  There is at Piketon a small 
presbyterian congregation to whom it is the arrangement that I am to preach as my health may 
permit.  That and the surrounding neighbourhood I should think presented a field for usefullness.  
 But my chief object in writing at this time is to endeavor to persuade you to remove and 
settle down by us.  Upon a general view I have no doubt it would be to your advantage and that of 
your family to remove to the west if you would sell at a price which property be as in New 
England.  As to the particular part of the country where I have purchased I am not alone in the 
opinion that it is at present the most favourable point for purchase and emigration at least in the 
State of Ohio.  The land is less than half the price of land <of> of the same quality generally in 
Ohio.  <...> Various circumstances, which I would detail if I had room, have contributed to prevent 
the rise of land in this particular section of the state but circumstances which must now cease to 
operate.  For the farm I purchased I gave a fraction over <...>nine dollars per acre.  There are 
other farms, one immediately joining, to be bought for from ten to twelve dollars.  It is the opinion 
of good judges that the price must in a few years be more than double what it now is.  Should you 
have ant serious thought of removing I would write more particularly and I think could furnish you 
with additional facts going to justify the opinions I have expressed.  I leave the remaining part of 
the sheet for Elizabeth. 
      Your affectionate Son 
      Wm. [William] Burton 
 
Oct. 11. 
Dear Mother, 
 Mr. Burton has left me more room than I can occupy.  I hope we shall <if nothing> make 
a final remove in the spring.  I am pleased with the idea of going to a farm  Cannot you go and 
settle near us?  I fear, from what Cousin Parnel says of your health, that you would find 
journeying difficult, but you could come by water from Albany almost to the place.  We are not 
perhaps, on the whole, more in favor of frequent removals than you, still we think, as I suppose 
you do, that they prove advantageous sometimes.  Mr. Burton thinks he has made the best 
bargain, but that other good ones may be made still.  He pays $2250, — $1000, this fall, the rest 
in a year. 
 I was very very glad to see cousins William and Parnel.  I hope they will arrive safely at 
home, tomorrow as they expected.   
 We are all well.  Little Mary is still well, and I have not weaned her yet.  I must as soon as 
my girl returns.  I suppose she will come tomorrow 



 I do not much expect ever to visit New England, though I may.  It appears a married lady 
never knows what she can do, or what she cannot.  It is all right or it would not be so.  It is easier 
to say “it is right” than to feel so sometimes.  This is indeed a world of wonders 
 If friends can meet, can enjoy each other society in a world of bliss, beyond the grave it 
matters little where they sojourn here.  O my dear mother, shall we meet in that better world, 
fathers and mothers, brothers, and sisters sons, and daughters, grandsons and granddaughters, 
and all our relatives, how numerous they are, but I ought not to say a word upon this subject, I am 
so ready to make a [portion?] of this world.  Next Sabbath is sacrament here.  Mr. B. [Burton] 
goes to his preaching place tomorrow. 
 I could say much more but M. E. [Mary Elizabeth Burton Shurtleff] is waking, & it is bed 
time.  I only add do not show this.  I have neither attended to grammar, <or> chirography or 
composition in writing it.   
 How is brother John, how are you, how are the rest.  I was so glad to hear from you by 
cousins. 
      E. G. Burton [Elizabeth Grant Burton] 
 
 The more I think of it the more I want you to be neighbors to us.  The society needs to be 
improved, though our farm joins Gov. Lucas’s I think, and there is already some good Yankee 
society  I am glad of that  The Yankees are the best after all   
 The little girls are in good spirits and send love.  M. [Mary] is improving and I doubt not 
would look very inquisitive upon her grandmother if she could see her.  She cannot walk yet 
      E. 
 We had little M. E. baptized the last time Mr B. preached at [Mc. Keesport?].  How little 
can be said on a little piece of paper, besides it is becoming more and more difficult, I fear, for me 
to find time to write.  You must not look for a letter from me often.  Maybe you will come to Ohio 
yet.  I should so rejoice to have you, though I know it is very expensive as well as troublesome 
moving.  By no means move or have any anxiety on my account.  I only ask you to pray for me 
and mine 
 I think sister Martha is a very <fine> good girl from what cousin P. says.  She says she 
does a great deal of work and keeps the house as neat as a pin. 
      Love to all. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

[Addressed to]  Mrs. Elisabeth Grant 
   Millbrook 
   Conn. [Connecticut]  

Wankesha [Wisconsin], June 13, 1848.  
 
My dear Mother,  
 Since the receipt of your last letter it has seemed my duty to spend considerable time 
with two sick neighbors so that I could not consistently answer your letter immediately as you 
requested.  With regard to our going to Ct. [Connecticut] to live I do not know what to say -- 
Daniel has for sometime seemed to have some idea that it might be best -- at least he has 
occasionally spoken as though we might sometime go, says he does not doubt but that it would 
be better for us if we were there -- provided he could find some employment that would not be too 
hard for him -- it is evident that his constitution is not sufficient to labor hard upon a farm, but if he 
is obliged to do it, we had better remain here -- <If we thought that was a p> 
 Daniel has lately talked considerably as though he should try to make arrangements to 
go with in a year or two -- if we thought we should go within a year, should not think it best for you 
to send much if anything except the apples, unless it was a dark calico dress pattern -- but mind 
& every thing is so changeable I make no calculations for the future -- I hope the Lord will direct 
us.  
 Our present prospects are not very encouraging, nor do I know that they are particularly 
discouraging -- D. [Daniel] has disposed of the team, for he did not find it profitable keeping them 



as he was not able to get money enough to meet his expenses -- was obliged to take some kind 
of pay that would not buy grain, or wait a long time for the cash --  
 The wagon and sleigh are yet on hand --  
 He has not yet succeeded in getting into other business as he thought he probably could 
-- presume he can get a school next winter though it is somewhat doubtful whether he will be able 
to get one & be at home much of the time --  
 His health is <pretty> good.  Abby & I are well I wish you would not worry so much about 
us.  If Abby has a return of that complain we intend to use more water in the treatment of her -- 
we are now reading some borrowed Water cure Journals edited by Dr. Shew of N.Y.  [New York] 
City -- they contain more valuable information -- have not yet seen any particular treatment 
described for cases like hers.  I wash her almost daily in cold water, or rather in water that has the 
extreme chill taken off, but she is exceedingly averse to it --  
 June 20.  Yesterday was Daniel’s 30th birth day -- he feels that that he is getting to be 
quite an old man, but I supposed you & Father consider him young yet.  
 He has been intending to write some in this letter & has been waiting, thinking that 
perhaps he might be able to say something definite about going to Ct., [Connecticut] but he 
cannot at present -- presume it would be better for us & more pleasant on many accounts to be 
there, & for some reasons it might not be as well for us. dont think we had better go unless we 
can make arrangements without sacrificing a great deal --  
 I dont know as we have much <sparsely> more reason to fear sickness here than there -- 
more & better pay is given there for labor, & payments are met more punctually but I do not know 
as we should be able to get along there with quite as little expenditure as we do here -- but I am 
not particular where we live if we can only get a comfortable living, & keep out of debt without 
Daniels working beyond his strength -- D. [Daniel] has come to the conclusion in his own mind 
that perhaps it is best for us to return to Ct. [Connecticut] independent of any thing, that has been 
said to him -- I have said nothing to him on the subject till within a few days past for more than a 
year, but he has occasionally spoken about it.   

July 2 1848.  
Dear Mother,  
 It is sometime since we received your letter and I will now try to get it answered It is not 
easy to make up our minds what it is best to do in regard to what you proposed.  We are so 
situated that we shall soon be able to enjoy ourselves here perhaps as well as any where (but 
that is impossible to tell) and there are great objections to our returning I can’t see which way the 
scale will turn 
 If I knew of some business where I could get fair compensation, for my labor and 
business that I could follow I might think it best to go. but it may be as difficult to find such 
business there as here and I never can go there to work on the turnpike and if I have got to work 
on a farm, I had certainly better be here than there.  
 Mr. Cummings one of our merchants told me a few days ago that I must not go back says 
that he knows that farming is too hard for me, but he will find business for me that I can get a 
good living at better than I can do east, but then I cant depend upon him, that is I must look out 
for myself.  He expects soon to build a house, near us and he intends to have us for neighbors, 
so there is a little selfishness about it.  
 I do not now fear the disease of the country, cold water I think will drive them away 
 Mr. Cummings I think will find something that I might do to a good advantage if I had 
three or four hundred dollars in money but I fear he will not without.  But dont trouble your self 
about us, my health is better than it has been for more than a year and a half before, and if I can 
find employment that I can bear I will risk my health.  
 If we should conclude to go it would be a year before we could get away 

 Yours &c. Daniel 
 

 Shall send to Joel soon & intend to write to John before long -- think a good deal about 
his weak back.  fear it will never be strong -- hope Marcus is well & doing well -- what do you hear 
from Elisabeth  Hope you are not obliged to work very hard.  
 Abby said she wanted to write to Grandma so I let her scribble a little -- I am distressed 
because this letter was not sent before, for I know you wished to know what to do about sending 



Martha’s things -- As it is impossible for us to tell now, when, if ever we shall go to Ct. 
[Connecticut] think you had better send what you wish to, if you have an opportunity that you 
consider safe, but if not, keep what you feel the most choice of till a good opportunity presents -- 
(turn to margin on first page)  
 Since I wrote you before, I have written to our people that perhaps it would be best to try 
to send some things by Ms. Root, as I had seen Mr. Root & he said he could have the care of 
them &c & represented that She would return before long but he rec’d [received] a letter from her 
two weeks ago & her Mother has so far recovered as to be able to walk about the house but is 
not able yet to endure the journey out here & she did  
Mrs R. [Root] did not tell when she thought she should return -- I presume she will not before fall 
if then -- but if our people thought best to send by her presume they have seen her before this -- 
We expect to have the bed room & one other room plastered before winter. D. [Daniel] has been 
to work lately for a neighbor farmer --  

 remember us aff [affectionately] to all friends –  
 Yr. [your] aff. [affecitonate] daughter 

Caroline  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

[Addressed to]  Mr. Elijah Grant 
   Millbrook 
   Litchfield Co.  
   Conn. [Connecticut] 
 

Jefferson, Ashtabula Co. O. [Ohio] Sept 17, 1850.  
 

Dear Father,  
 Having understood from Mr. Smith that you have some thought of removing to the west, I 
am induced to drop a word in regard to it and will merely state a few facts, and how the matter 
strikes my mind in view of them.  And in the first place, there are farms for sale near this place, of 
different sizes, from 200 to 30 acres; one of 30, with a small but new and well finished house and 
barn, within about a mile, all considered cheap.  
 But another plan has struck our minds, -- the house we have purchased is quite large 
enough for two families, with a barn altogether larger than we need, indeed large enough for a 
middling sized farm.  If you had a mind to come and occupy with us, we might entertain the hope 
that it would be agreeable all around.  The amount of ground attached is only 6 1/2 acres but if 
you should still be disposed to do something in the agricultural line, there are pieces of land for 
sale within from one mile to half a mile, from this place.  If you should be disposed to pass the 
balance of your life in comparative ease the plan of removing would occur to me to have the 
recommendation of economy.  We both now occupy an extent of building that we do not need, 
and not available to any profit, at all corresponding to the amount of capital invested.  In the plan 
of your occupying with us, and improving a small piece of land, there is on our part a touch of 
selfishness.  Is it that you might afford to our sons, some part of an agricultural education.  They 
promise to be tolerably able bodied and have altogether more action than either they or I in our 
present situation, know what to do with.  
 If you wish to inquire as to any particulars I have not stated please communicate.  
 If you should seriously entertain the thought of removing and occupying with us, and 
would wish a piece of land in the vicinity, I would either improve the first opportunity to purchase 
such quantity as you should designate, or have it till your arrival, to be decided by your own 
judgment.  We understood by Ms. Smith that you had present opportunity to sell, where you are.  
If so I hope you will not lose the opportunity at least, without giving the subject due deliberation.  
 I have employed Elizabeth as my amanuensis and for this you will see a sufficient reason 
in my signature.  She intends giving mother a more particular description of the premises.   

 Yours affectionately.  
 Wm. Burton 

 



Dear Mother,  
 I hardly know what to write, but hope to hear from you soon.  Mrs. Whiting, Mrs. Smith, & 
Mrs. Roxana Marshall, with her husband and two children have visited us since I wrote you.  I 
heard some thing of you through them.  Mrs. Smith said you had not heard from Daniel for some 
time.  I rec’d [received] a letter from br. [brother] Jno. [John] day before yesterday.  He wrote from 
Newburyport [Massachusetts], apparently in haste -- stated his own calculations, but said nothing 
of Daniel, or Marcus.  Please write soon about them.   

I am very anxious to know your own calculations.  I hope you have not misimproved an 
opportunity of selling your place.  I should feel so much better about you if you were located more 
snugly.  I have often wished you could live in our house. Mr. & Mrs. Cooper still occupy some 
room in the house.  They are very accommodating, and though Leavinia’s babe cries a great deal 
they do not seem to be annoyed by it or the other children.  I cannot say whether you would enjoy 
living in the house with so large a family of little children, but if you could accommodate 
yourselves to us, it would be pleasant to us, to have you here.  I did not like to say much about it.  
I waited to see what Mr. Burton would say, & you know he is rather slow with regard to some 
things.  I fear this letter will be too late.  

Brother Phelps & sister Susan have been quite sick but are better.  
I wish to send many thanks to sister Caroline for her kind letter.  I rejoice that she 

manifests such a Christian spirit.  I should love much to write to her, but my time is occupied.  I 
have to write a great deal for Mr. Burton 

Margaret is attending school in Austinburg.  She started on Monday.  I hope to hear from 
you soon.  

 Your aff. [affectionate] daughter,  
   E. [Elizabeth] Burton 

Much love to all our friends.  I am very anxious to know what father thinks of coming 
west.  I have seen none of uncle Calvin’s family yet.  

Much love to sister Caroline & her children, also to Joel and his family.  
I visited at cousin Leysander Cowles (Rachel’s) but aunt Olive had just gone to see 

Kezia, & I did not see her.  She has since returned to Austinburg.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 

Care of E.P. Grant Esq.  
Canton 
Ohio U.S. A.  
 

[Ahmeduaggur?], June 10, 1840.  
 

My dear brother Daniel,  
 Nearly a month has passed since the Brenda, a vessel from Salem [Massachusetts], 
laden with ice, reached Bombay.  The ice which cost the owners some 1500 dolls [dollars], 
immediately sold for $10,000.  But I was about to tell you it brought letters, periodicals, & books to 
us, which truly cheered & feasted us I had heard nothing directly from my relatives for 14 months 
previous.  I had two full letters from Joel, a part of one being written by mother, & among other 
items I learned that you were in Ohio upon a farm near brother Phelps. I was, as far as I could 
perceive, glad to hear it though knowing so little of circumstances, I ought not to have a decided 
opinion.  But in that land of enterprise, & improvement & progress if you take a right stand you will 
be respected & useful [...] have a pretty good foundation for an education, I mean you are 
somewhat thoroughly grounded in the rudiments, upon this, by your reading, reflection, & 
intercourse with men & things you may in 20 years erect a noble superstructure, & be a first rate 
farmer too.  Your first thoughts, after your soul, I think should be directed to the profession you 
have chosen.  This is desirable both as to success & comfort in your labor.  But dear brother, be 
not cast down by disappointments.  Settle that point that it will not do.  Be a happy man; a 
cheerful man.  Govern yourself.  Your habits have been some defective in this respect.  But this 
must not dishearten you.  Rise it is not too late, not too late for you to be all you wish. You may be 



as useful in your sphere as any of your brothers, though your vocation is different.  Do not 
compare yourself & your priviliges with others to your injury remember God only requires the best 
improvement of the talents with which he intrusts us. You will meet all sorts of society, but I feel 
confidence that you will be found in the ranks of the virtuous.  I feel that you will be where you can 
have access to good books.  You should not work all the time, but you must continually be 
industrious.  You should probably read some, besides devotional reading every day.  Besides 
keeping accounts straight I would recommend your writing a little every day perhaps in a diary, 
something which you read, or some fact you would like to retain or practice upon drawn from 
conversation or observation.  Watts on the Mind would be a good book for you to read with care.  
Phelps will help you to standard works which read principally I think, but you will not read many 
volumes a year, yet by having a system, you will treasure up much that will be valuable, & tend to 
make you happy.  Improvements & arrangements upon the little spot made more green & lovely 
by your labor, will constantly tax your judgment, & the works of God, <will often> as manifested in 
the vegetable world, will often attract your notice, & raise your heart in admiration & love.  Yours 
is a noble employment, & is every where considered so.  Aim to have a plan, a system, & though 
often unavoidably [...] to deviate, yet do not give up.  Consider your habits, perfect the good, 
correct the bad, & create the wanting.  Be cleanly in your person, do not neglect the frequent use 
of water upon the whole system.  Be temperate in diet & especially be virtuous in every particular, 
yes, be chaste, every where, alone & in company in thought, speech & manner.  Be a Christian 
example.  One point more, important though delicate.  You will need ere long to select a bosom 
partner.  O what circumspection, & what guidance from on highs you require here.  Make this an 
important part of your intercession before God.  Your usefulness & your all will be affected by this 
step.  So do not be hasty, make yourself worthy of one of the excellent of the earth, not the rich, 
but one of the sensible, healthy, & virtuous daughters of new Eng [New England] I would say -- 
yet I would not choose for you.  I think some of your New Eng. [New England] acquaintances 
would make you happy.  In training your own habits, one motive may be, to make yourself what 
you should be as the head of a family  But dear brother, from my interest in you, I have written 
thus much, it is for your own eye, & for your own good.  Keep near to God. Aim to do every one 
good.  Remember the Sab. [Sabbath] & the Bible & closet.  I wish you to write me particulars 
about yourself.  brother Phelp’s family and all.  

Aff. [Affectionately]  
M. Burgess [Mary Grant Burgess] 

 
We are interested in our work, & happy [...] I feel that we have a wide field, & need the prayers of 
those who seek the extension [...] Christ’s kingdom at home.  Mr Burgess is devoted to his work.  
It is a hard field, but we have encouragement to work on, Mr. B. [Burgess] has just commenced a 
school for teaching Eng. [English] & we are hoping it will be useful to the people.  I will tell you 
more of our work next time.  Do you see the Recorder’s that contain Mr. B’s [Burgess] letters. My 
very kind regards to each of the cousin Griswolds & their wives. also to Mr. [Golding?] & any 
others, who I should remember.  

Truly yours.  
M.B. [Mary Grant Burgess] 

 
Dear Brothers, Phelps & Daniel, & Sister Susan,  
 Through brother Joel & mother I learned respecting your return to Ohio, & your visit in Ct. 
[Connecticut] I am glad too to hear so favorable an account of that little niece.  I would like well to 
make her acquaintance.  I wish to hear from you as particularly as you can afford to write.  I have 
written one letter home since we commenced keeping house last Nov. but as you have not 
probably seen that <probably> I will introduce you to our pleasant home.  And that you may get a 
clearer idea even from an imperfect sketch.  I will draw the city with a pencil at one corner.  It is 
not a square, but it is longer from east to west than from N. to S. It is surrounded by a mud wall, 
18 or 20 feet.  This wall is kept in a good state of repair.  The city is entered by 11 or 13 gates.  I 
forget which, some of these two or three entrances are not for carriages.  Pop. [Population] of the 
city is 23,000, the majority of whom are miserably poor, & degraded. <No. 1> Fig 1. represents 
the location of our house just outside the N.W. gate of the * 
 



[As best representation -- perhaps not entirely to scale, see original if necessary] *city Fig 2. the 
house Mr. French now occupies.  He has lived with Mr. Abbot till this week.  I value having them 
so near. Fig. 3. Mr. Ballantine’s place.  It is situated in the center of the city, but it is high & airy.  
The female boarding school is in the yard.  Fig 4. is Mr. Abbott’s place a full mile from us.  In his 
yard is the boys boarding school.  The chapel too is there.  It is the only spot owned by the 
mission in Nuggur, & is in the S.E. part of the city. Fig 5 represents the fort, & the sixes the 
cantonments of Eng [English] residents.  A few of the Eng. [English] call on us & many are 
friendly.  

We are about 170 miles E. from Bombay the intervening road is good a government road.  
The mail leaves for Bombay every P.M. & arrives here from there every morn, requiring two days 
in passage.  Postage is cheap is determined by weight, so that I have been telling my Amer. 
[American] friends that when convenient, write on thin paper.  Our upper rooms are peculiarly 
pleasant composed of a sleeping & bathing room, & Mr. B’s [Burgess] study.  In front is a 
verandah where I often walk at eve for the fresh air.  We have a thick cotton carpet on the study 
which cost about seven dollars.  Here is Mr. B’s [Burgess] library which consists of about 500 
volumes, & I assure you we have no want of good reading (There is besides here a mission 
library.) a desk & table & about three chairs constitute the remaining furniture.  Here we spend 
our evenings when we have no company.  My room & our sleeping apartment has a much 
cheaper kind of carpet a wash hand table a towel rack, a dressing table, a bed, a wardrobe & 
some trunks, & a chest.  It is of good size & is airy.  

Our bathing room is one of our choicest luxuries, & we are not sparing in frequenting it.  
During the hot season which is now giving way to the rainy season, it has been to us invaluable.  
From the first of April to June 1 the thermometer (excepting two days when it stood at 99 
[degrees]) has risen to above 100 [degrees] in the shade, (open air) -- quite a number of days it 
has risen to 105, 106 & 107, -- yet by keeping rooms shut, & by frequent bathing, in general, we 
have not suffered much from heat.  Yet there is a [languos?] which unfits one for rigorous action, 
& is one of the trials of missionary life in India.  Below is a parlor, breakfast room a small room, 
which I call mine, & a dispense room answering to a pantry at home also a room which I use for 
storing away things.  None of these rooms are remarkable, they are generally convenient.  The 
house is very old, but it is comfortable a part of it, is of stone, & part of mud brick.  In my parlor I 
have a ding table, a pretty table, a couch sofa like, & about 9 chairs.  We brought a rocking chair 
from America & Mr. B. [Burgess] purchased another in Bombay of the Capt. of our vessel.  So we 
have each of us one, one we keep above the other below.  My furniture is respectable better than 
I expected.  Indeed I wish you to think of us as happy.  As for eatables, we do not get much 
variety, though we have many good things .  Eggs are abundant & cheap, much more than fowls, 
Beef & mutton are good, particularly the latter.  Sweet potatoes & onions are our principal 
vegetables for cooking Rice is an important article of diet.  We also get good wheat bread from 
the baker, & I often make it myself.  I have my butter made in the house, every morning.  Fresh 
fruit may be had almost every day, some of which is very fine & would be so rare in America that 
we often wish we could get some to you. -- I forgot to mention that our house is surrounded by 
pretty gardens.  It has rose bushes, just arrived, artemisia, a species of hyacinth, & many other 
pretty flowering plants.  It is shaded too by the Tamarind the Pride of India, the gum Arabic tree, 
the mulberry the [pineful?] pimpuree sandal wood, & several other trees whose names it would be 
difficult for me to write in Eng. [English] I often walk in the garden, & botarize some have pressed 
some hundred specimens.  Next vessel I shall see a letter from you, I think. Any letter you know 
as posted in N.Y. [New York] will finally reach us.  

Aff. [Affectionate] your sister 
M. Burgess [Mary Grant Burgess] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

[In Daniel Grant papers, undated letter fragment] 
 

Guess ma”  
will have to adopt my method of cleaning up — When I get hopelessly behind and my mind 
burdened with thoughts of things to be done.  I sit down make a memorandum; take up one at a 



time and in earnest, as soon as done cross off and take another, never making a new list until 
one is finished, ‘Tis bad training for the memory but tis a relief to the mind.  
[Other side] 
few days [...] 
has been up to go 0 perhaps to day also though I have not been over home to see — corn is very 
backward for this climate but is now growing rapidly we have ploughed most of ours once and 
some twice though the major part is not more than 4 inches high work all comes in a heap this 
year people have commenced mowing about here.  We shall go at it in earnest next week — ap  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[undated] 

Sunday 
MillBook [Millbrook, Connecticut] Aug 13 

Mr & Mrs. Daniel Grant 
 Dear Relatives 
 Your Welcome letter came to hand last evening at about our usual bedtime wish we 
could hear from you oftener but will take much of the blame to ourselves 
 The note which seems an important item in your letter may run as long as you wish — 
indeed I had almost forgotten there was such a note — have managed to pay off our haymakers 
without it And Mr. Gay at the Bank said I might go on and do another haying if need be and draw 
needful 
 What a discouraging time this haying season has been men under pay and little progress 
made — but we managed to live in through — so much cloudy rainy weather it was enough to 
make one crazy some of the time 
 Get in our last yesterday except the “West. or Brown Meadow” which I have not seen this 
summer but am told it has been pastured and flooded so I think it will not be advisable to try to 
mow it 
 Glad to know that your health has improved so you was able to mow and get in some of 
yr [your] hay yourself even on a wheelbarrow For Ourselves we must report about usual health 
though a gradual decline in strength gives unmistakable evidence of approaching dissolution — in 
not far distant future.  
 Susan (Martin’s widow) who is at the helm in business has hired her haying done by job 
Marcus has had a man hired but I am not informed how much he has got along but have heard 
said he was near crazy at having so much dull Weather But the rains have added to the heft of 
the crop —  
 We know not what is to be our future but I feel sensibly that I ought not to have the care 
of the farm another year and perhaps I shall not  It is too much for my declining strength mind 
and [memory?] too are getting treacherous — but such is order of nature to which submission is a 
duty — With kind regards 
 I am as ever  

Yours Truly  
 A.O. Finney 

 
Dear Cousins 
 Was glad to put on my dress & open the door to get a letter from you glad business drove 
you to write — It was Sophia Rockwell that died not Elizabeth, Henry Rockwells sister, John has 
been here & wife we talked of you but did’nt see how he could go to you — like his wife much, 
think he has got another exceptionally good woman — the gullweed you sent me will last me a 
long time, let some one else have yours or take it yourself  Mr & Mrs Beecher were here the first 
time this summer few days since Beecher looked worn, M, as well as usual <ly well> J.C. took me 
to the cemetery & [...] myself to J.M. Grants for a few minutes — I am very glad you went to the 
Anniversary — have read some about it in the advocate — Walter Wakefield’s wife died Thursday 
at her sisters in Winsted [Connecticut] was buried in Colebrook [Connecticut] Walter was sent for 
& see to her burial, her son was there too I hear — so we go, “One by one” — I love to think of 
you in your pleasant home think you have many mercies.  Hope I do not quite envy you, — — As 



long as you can get your milk conveniently I would say don’t get a cow it will bring so much care 
at Barn & House let some one use the poor hay for litter for horse or other stock —  
 You <&> both write such good letters, and they do us so much good, can you not make a 
duty of it & write us often?  and we ought to see each other as often <er> as four times in a year, 
but do not see how I can do my part of the duty —  

Elizabeth 
P.S. remember us kindly to Edward and Wife 

A.O. Pinney 
 

Tues. morn [ ] 
Dear Children,  
 I have thought that some of these rainy days we might see some or all of you — but dont 
suppose it is convenient — I think we have great reason for gratitude that we are not all sick such 
uncommon weather as we have In some parts they suffer with drought — Have word from Abby 
that she & Arthur “may make a short visit fore part Sept. or perhaps later or possibly not at all” 
has not been well, “is not fit to visit.” & does not want word sent all around that she is coming — If 
she does come perhaps it will be so that you can come up 
 Our haying was finished week ago today The Bergmans helped — Your Father says it 
was not worthwhile for Edw. [Edward] to come for such small piece as he wanted done with 
machine —  
 Think our oil will last about two weeks — when you come probably better bring some in 
your oil can.  And if you have potatoes to spare would take half bushel or peck — would prefer 
some of them at least old ones — all old if you have plenty.  Shall be glad of a few cucumbers as 
you spoke of —  
 There are things of yours ready that I brought that I should think you w’d [would] want. 
Expect you get your oats in all right & I hope yr. [your] Father B’s [Burr] haying is done “well as 
could expect” any way — 

 Mother G — 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Mt. Holyoke Fem. Sem.  
[Mount. Holyoke Female Seminary]  
So. Hadley [Massachusetts] July 6th 

 
My dear Aunt Carrie [Caroline Grant Burr],  
 I believe I half promised Uncle Daniel as I bade him good bye, after my pleasant visit at 
your home, that I would write to you some time, and I have more than once come very near 
fulfilling that promise, but have delayed for want of leisure or interesting matter to communicate.   
 I learn from Uncle Marcus that you have sold part of your farm, and suppose you now 
think of removing to some more favorable location.  Will you go farther west? If so I hope we may 
have the pleasure of seeing you at home.  I do not know as we ever should if it did not “happen 
so”.  I wish that the Western Reserve offered sufficient attractions to the farmer to induce Uncle 
Daniel to settle near us, but suppose that there, very much as in Norfolk [Connecticut], we have 
an intelligent excellent class of people, but very little highly productive land.  
 I must tell you what a pleasant time we had here at the Sem. [Mount. Holyoke Female 
Seminary] last week.  I know you would have enjoyed it very much — you would probably have 
several old acquaintances.  You know there are a large number of missionaries in this country 
now some of whom are formerly connected with this school, and one teachers thinking it would 
be pleasant to all parties to have a “reunion” invited over one hundred missionaries and patrons 
and friends of the institution to be here on the 30th last June.  Among them were fifteen 
gentlemen and thirteen ladies who had in all spent 398 yrs of missionary labor.  Of the ladies Mrs. 
Hazen (Miss Martha Chapin) Mrs. Stoddard (Miss Sophia Hazen) Mrs. Howland (Miss Susan 
Reed) Mrs. Webb (Miss Foote) Mrs. Mills (Miss Tolman) and Mrs. Wilder were formerly pupils 
and some of them teacher here. “Father Migs” for 45 yrs a missionary in Ceylon. Dr. Perkins 25 
yrs. in [Aroomiah?] Persia, Dr. Anderson Secretary of the A.B.C.F.M. [American Board of 



Commissioners for Foreign Missions], Ex. President Hitchcock and others of whom we have often 
read and heard were here and addressed us. — Aunt Banister [Zilpah Polly Grant Banister] and 
Mrs. John P. Cowles were here from Wednesday afternoon until Friday morning.  They have both 
visited Austinburg, and it was very pleasant indeed to see them.  Aunt Banister [Zilpah Polly 
Grant Banister] looks better and says she feels better than she did there.  She is at present 
boarding in Ipswich.  They both charged me to remember them to friends, when I wrote, with 
much love. – Another wrote me that I would probably have a call from Aunt Abby, but she does 
not come, and I fear I shall not see her.  
 My school year closes the 28th of the month, three weeks from tomorrow.  I can hardly 
believe that I am going home so soon.  I expect to go to Newbury and other places in Orange Co. 
[Vt?]. where father’s relatives live, to spend about a week before returning home.  I remained at 
the Sem. last vacation for the sake of studying — read [Amacitia?] with my room mate in that time 
—. I shall have completed the Junior studies, and shall have only three of the shortest of the 
Middle studies “back,” and suppose I could easily complete the course here in another year, but 
rather think I shall prefer to go to the Lake Erie Sem. [Seminary] in Painsville, which opens the 
15th next Sept. to graduate, as mother favors my doing so rather than to return home, and the 
trustees are anxious to have a Junior Middle and Senior class the first year as they did here.  — 
You probably know that Mary Grant is coming here next year.  Have you heard of the death of her 
youngest sister Martha?  I have not heard particulars but “the Canton girls” told me that she had 
been a long time sick, and at last was thought to have the dropsy upon the brain.  
 Please remember me affectionately to aunt Nettleton, and cousins Margaret and Desiah, 
and assure them that I shall never forget the pleasant visit I had with them last winter, also to 
Olive Crissey to whom I feel much indebted of the kindness she has shown me on many 
occasions.  — I often think of the trouble I caused my friends on account of my keys and wonder 
if I shall ever be so careless again.  
 Have friends informed you of brother Philander’s expedition to Newfoundland?  He 
started, I suppose, on the 23rd of May, as a passenger on board a cod-fishing vessel in the hope 
that the sea air might be a benefit to his health, as physicians told him that he was consumptive, 
and would soon have trouble, if he did not take some such remedy.  He does not expect to be 
back until the middle of Sept.  
 I hope aunt Carrie you will not feel obliged to answer this poor letter — though we love to 
hear from you dearly, yet I know you have many cares, and other correspondents who have 
stronger claims upon you.  Will not Abby some time write me?  I should be very happy to receive 
and to answer a letter from her.  Please give her much love, as also Uncle Daniel and cousin 
Eddie and accept a large share yourself 

From your aff’te niece  
Mary E. Burton  

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wis. Ter. [Wisconsin Territory] 
 
Single 
folio post. 
 
Mill Brook [Connecticut] Sept. 25, 1843 
 
Dear Brother, 
 Your letter of Sept. 1, 2 & 3 was received Sept 14, and though all its news was not as 
agreeable as we could wish we were very glad to hear from you, for we wish to sympathise with 
your sorrow as well as rejoice at your happiness. I was surprised at the account you gave of your 
labors, for surely I think you never labored so before. But it may be you are trying to do too much. 
To get up with aching bones every morning when a little more sleep would prevent it is <far> very 



short sighted policy, and if you look no farther than to the gathering of your first crop, would 
probably prove to your disadvantage. But as the nights are now becoming long probably you will 
feel no more trouble on this account.  
 In reference to the house I had build for you there was no written contract that was 
signed I wrote one that I did not get signed because I supposed you would very likely want 
alterations, as was in fact the case. I have not the paper which I wrote by me, but I believe that it 
mentions having the roof shingled with pine shingles. At all events that was the agreement, and I 
knew it to be well understood, but as there is no contract to that effect signed I do not suppose 
any thing can be done, unless Levi will acknowledge that such was the agreement. I placed 
considerable confidence in him, and the more because when I came home you seemed to deem 
him perfectly honest and you knew him better than I. But I do not see that the matter can now be 
helped, the only remedy is for you to get some eight or twelve logs of the right size and raise your 
walls so as to make room in the [garret?] then make a new frame for the roof and cover it with 
boards as we have sometimes covered bars &c. or if you think best with shingles, but the latter 
would be more expensive and the former will probably be equally good in your place, where 
“people do not come once in five years,” because it is “so far back.” I presume $10 or $15 thus 
laid out will make your house a very comfortable one, and I am willing in this case to pay half the 
expense.  
 I hope you will try to avoid going into Levi’s house if you have not already gone there. It 
will surely breed another quarrel, about damaged and lost furniture, or something else. I hope 
also you have not undertaken to do much with his farm for a like reason.  
 Mr. Knapp has probably told you in the enclosed letter that he <will probably> expects to 
come to Wisconsin in the spring. As you seem to like him I hope he will be able to settle near you, 
and for that purpose, I am willing he should take the 40 acre lot you bought for me, at a price but 
little above that you [g]ave, or the 80 acre lot east of you for the same price offered it to you. You 
will therefore not sell either of them this fall By the way did you see carefully to the title of the land 
you bought so as to be sure there was no incu[m]brance of any kind, and have you registered the 
deed? 
 You say in your letter that “Joel would not have bought this place if he had staid here 
longer.” That may be true, but I think not. Is there any place in Wisconsin so valuable as the one 
you have that could be bought for $255 (The $45 I gave you to do ditching you will probably use 
for some other purpose) I know the place is not in all particulars what you would like and what I 
wish you had, but it is where you can get to meeting, where you can get a physician, and most 
those things you need, and it was cheap. Better places I want you to remember were not within 
your means. But I presume upon reflection you will see that your dissatisfaction results not from 
any deficiency in the place, but from your fatigue and, home sickness. I hope you will not sell it 
Father says if you do, he is certain that in five y[e]ars you will not have a cent in the world, and I 
must say that though I do not think that would be the case, I have no doubt it will be to your great 
disadvantage. But if you wish it I will take the farm at the price you gave and let you have the 
[c]rops you have sown or may sow.  
 I leave together with John for New Haven [New Haven] to-morrow. I was at Mr. Burr’s day 
before yesterday and read the letter Caroline sent by Harvey Grant. Mary is going to teach in a 
family near Philadelphia, I forget the place. She starts a week from to day. She has not pined 
away any this summer, but is cheerful and has good prospects. The <remainder> rest of the 
family are well.  
 I wish you had not paid Levi for the house for then he could not have got $65, but as it is 
you must let it pass – you could get nothing by suing, and I hope you will ever avoid law suits. I 
hope you have not paid him again the $50 I sent him last winter. I could write much more but will 
leave the rest for Mother, John, Martha, &c.  
       Your aff. [affectionate] brother, Joel 
[G]rant 
 
Dear Brother 
 I believe I will write a few words I thank you for letter I hope that you be contented there 
and not sell your farm for I do [...] not believe you will better your self [...] I am glad you have so 
good yoke of oxen on your account 



       your aff [affectionate] [B]rother Marcus  
 
My Dear Children  
    Sep 27 1843 
 With a variety of feelings I commence this letter I read your letter with [mingled?] emotion 
I rejoice that you enjoy health and I mourn that <that> you are not contented with your situation I 
think it wise to give heed to what the apostle [...] Paul said of him self he had learned in whatever 
situation he was in therewith to be content I do not suppose that we ought not to try to improve 
our condition, but not to be unhappy even if our condition is not just what we should wish I felt 
when you left us that you would enjoy a great deal I felt that you had much to make you happy 
that <yo> God had been very good to you in many respects that you were happy in each other 
and that you were so comfortably fitted out. I thought that although your situation would be retired 
yet you would enjoy each others society and it is an old mansion that if we have one friend we 
ought to think ourselves happy and I have often thought that man [Jim?] was a good one, now my 
children I am not very much disappointed that you Did not find things as you expected and as I 
hoped but I always [feared?] and I was tempted to tell you that I learned that you would not find in 
that man all that was desirable and then I would think I had not sufficient knowledge [t]o say 
anything I had heard some things about his father that I never [wished?] to hear about any man 
(in regard to the property belonging to his sisters) I had my [...] information from your aunt 
Jerusha Grant and one of her brothers married h[is?] sisters she thought that he had not done the 
thing that was right but I guess he never said much about it only to me and I would not have you 
mention what I have written I hope you have been able to keep your feelings to yourself the 
children <will> ought not to be judged by their parents but if they follow the examples of their 
parents and they are bad they must be judged accordingly it is very important that they (parents) 
set good examples before their children I have heard that I went to [Gherlin?] to school and that 
instead of making expense he had aclaim [...] the institution for his labor and there were many 
circumstances that made me fear that his love of money was so great that it would exceed his 
love to God and his neighbor but that will be the case every where you will find such cases every 
where all over the world and I hope you will never move on account of improving your neighbors I 
will tell you that I very much want to have you stay on your place and I think you will have good 
neighbors come to you good neighbors draw good neighbors and perhaps Mr. Knapp will come 
on and buy out some of the present neighbors or settle on some of the unsettled land but you 
must no expect every thing from Mr. Knapp and I hope you will not encourage him too much at 
least I hope you will not give him reason to think you can help him any more than he does you if 
you can be where you can put your teams together and change work I think it would be a good 
thing for you both but this company business is not apt to be very profitable for but one I feel that 
your place is well situated in regard to market and if it is not without its faults you will find that the 
case go where you will [Mr?] Slocum has been looking at uncle Lowles farm seven years and he 
has travelled all over the union and [...] to find nothing to suit him and now he is sick of uncle 
Sam’s farm and people say that he would be discontented any where now my Dear Children do 
be contented do be happy it will do your mother and all your friends so much good you have your 
farm paid for and although your house is not a good one yet it will answer till you can add 
something to it at my fathers we had a log addition to our house the length or width of our house 
which was covered just as our [hovels?] are covered and without a floor which was a great 
comfort and I believe that if you should make a good log [room?] good height and well covered it 
would be a better want than to raise the one you now [have?] but I want to have you keep the one 
you have in such repair that it will keep out the storm my daughter I love your cheerful letters they 
breathe a happy spirit and I want to have you near you can make Daniel contended and happy I 
should rather live on very plain and work hard than to be in the condition that may [...] are here 
overwhelmed with debts that they can never pay if Mr. Knapp should come to you he will not 
probably come alone and it is my opinion that he will take [...] with him now my son do you sleep 
on a hard feather bed you mention [...] effect that your bones ache a hard feather bed always 
made my bones ache but straw has a contrary effect and I believe if you should my daughter try 
straw the year around you would like it much. your father used to have an aversion to straw but 
now he is more [overs?] I hope it will turn out well do be good neighbors that is is the way to have 
good ones live near to god is the prayer [mother?] E  [...] 



 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wis. Ter. [Wisconsin Territory] 
 
New Haven [Connecticut] 
Sept. 28, 1843 
 
Dear Brother,  
 I take my pen to write you a little not because it is long since I wrote for I wrote three or 
four days since in Mr. Knapp’s letter but because I know you want to hear from me, and Mr. 
Seward my clap mate is to start to day for Wisconsin and I can send by him to Milwaukie 
[Milwaukee, Wisconsin]. He takes his wife on with him, a lady whom he has recently married in 
this city. I presume this letter will reach you about the same time the letter of Mr. Knapp will I 
almost feel afraid to write you many times for fear you may find it hard to pay postage. 
 We left home Tuesday night, and went with father’s horse and waggon to Plymouth 
[Massachusetts] from whence we came by stage to New Haven [Connecticut]. Marcus came with 
us to Plymouth [Massachusetts]. We started from home about half past ten at night and left 
Plymouth about half past four. We had a terribly cold night, during which we suffered a good deal. 
You will I presume understand why John and Marcus did not write in the letter Mr. Knapp sent. 
Mr. Knapp used one half and I used a great part of the remainder so that there was not much 
room left for mother and Martha.  
 I left Andover principally because it was so far from home it being about 180 miles (by 
Hartford [Connecticut]) while New Haven is but 65 by Hartford [Connecticut] and 53 by Waterbury 
[Connecticut] and Plymouth [Massachusetts]. Another reason was that John is at New Haven and 
I would like to be where he is. Besides the advantages at New Haven [Yale University] Middle 
year are as great or greater than at Andover [Andover Theological Seminary].  
 But to you and your farm my thoughts occur continually.  Perhaps I imagine you more 
dissatisfied with it than you in fact are, but your letters certainly indicate a very great degree of 
dissatisfaction.  It comes rather hard for us when people ask us about you to be obliged to say 
“he is dissatisfied,” when they at once say, “Why, what is the matter? He was not very well 
pleased when he was in Ohio was he?” Thus intimating that they do not think it easy to please 
you. But do not think that I would be any such considerations induce you to repress any 
dissatisfaction you may feel, for you ought to make a faithful exhibition of your real trials, but 
might it not be well for you to consider if you are not, in fact, rather hard to please. And when you 
write letters home would it not be well to write in the cheerful manner your wife does dwelling on 
the things which give you pleasure, and write your letters of complaint to me? I can take them to 
our people and let them know as much as is best, and it will thus be kept from public view. When 
I carried your last letter to Mr. Burr’s people a conversation like the following took place, “Well 
have you heard from Daniel?” “yes” says I “What does he write” was the next eager question. I 
answered “He writes <a fo> several <verg> tolerably pleasant things, <but> and two or three 
extremely unpleasant ones, expressing his dissatisfaction with his place and Joe’s management. 
He wants to sell his place” “Dos he? Why we have but just received a letter from Caroline, in 
which she appears contented and happy, and Harvey Grant says Daniel and Caroline are very 
happy” Whereupon I sat down and read your letter to them, and a sad budget it was. Perhaps you 
will say I should not have done so, but you know your letters must be, for the present at least, 
common property in the two families. I hope therefore you will think best to write your complaints 
to me, and if Caroline has any that she would feel relieved to make known to her parents she can 
do so but I do not believe she has, and I am co[n]fident from her manner of writing that she would 
be contented, if you were, I never thought you would find as good a place as Norfolk 
[Connecticut] in Wisconsin, nor do I believe if you had $3000 instead of $300 to pay for a farm, 
and shou[ld?] with it buy a farm in Conn [Connecticut] instead o[f] [Wis]consin that you would find 
such a place. What do you want? Is it a farm in a village in Connecticut you might buy such a very 



small one for $3000, in Wisconsin perhaps for $1000. Is it a farm on the public road? Remember 
that to buy such a farm requires more money than you can command. Besides I have no doubt 
but that in twenty years your farm will be considered no more back than any others which are no 
farther from Prairieville [Wisconsin]. I did not buy your farm because I had not seen others that on 
some accounts were better. I did see better land, but I knew you would never live upon it nor 
could I wish you even if you were willing <or I should> or I should have been obliged to pay for 
them in such a way as to involve you in debt for the remainder of your days. But I think if you will 
be patient for a little time you will like the place you have. I am sorry about the house, but as I told 
you in Mr. Knapp’s letter I will pay half the expense of making it better for you to live in a few 
years more till you can build a frame house. When you last wrote you had been in Wisconsin but 
three months, you had worked very hard, you had been [harrassed?] by ten thousand things you 
wished to do, and could not, and finally when you wrote the part, that was addressed to me you 
had been sitting up writing till after twelve o’clock at night, a thing which I trust you will never do 
again when you have been at work all day.  All these reasons I presume made you feel very bad, 
& it may be you feel better now.  
 Pa says you do not write so that any one can find out whether you are doing any thing or 
not. Perhaps you had better mention in your next how many acres of wheat you have down, how 
much fence you have made and how much corn <you will> and potatoes you intend to plant next 
year. I trust you will remember that our happiness depends principally on ourselves and not on 
the place in which <your> live. Rest assured that I remember you continually with earnest wishes 
for your temporal and spiritually prosperity.  
      You aff. [affectionate] brother Joel.  
[Notes to the side] 
 
How did Levi manage about the rails he was to get $30 worth, <at...> 
 
It seems to me that two or three acres of potatoes would be as good a crop as you could raise for 
there will always be some people who will not raise enough in such a county as yours.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wis. Ter. [Wisconsin Territory] 
 
New Haven, Feb. 24, ‘44 
Dear Brother,  
 Your letter of Dec. 12 mailed Dec. 17 I received on my return here at the close of 
vacation (Jan 10) [at Yale University]. How long it has been in the office I cannot tell, but probably 
some days. I was exceedingly glad to hear from you and your letter was the more acceptable 
because it removed some impressions which your previous letters had made in reference to your 
feelings. I should have answered it before this time had it not been that we had been getting up a 
letter at S. [South] Hadley for you and I thought it not best to write until some days after that had 
gone. I do not intend to finish this for several days but as I have many things to write about I 
thought I would begin now.  
 You certainly have been very unfortunate in your connection with Levi Grant, and I can 
very readily believe that he has cheated you a great deal. The affair of the rails is a very bad one. 
I had an idea that you understood the matter at least as far as this that he was to get but $30 
worth for you in any case, so that at all events you have paid him $10 too much.  I made no 
bargain with him before I left Wisconsin but merely told him “Perhaps we should like to have you 
get some for us.” I afterwards wrote to him as follows, (As I used the manifold Letter writer there 
is no possibility of mistake.) “My Brother Daniel has concluded to take the lot which lies south of 
yours, and I herewith send you some money with a part of which I wish you to get some rails split 
for him. If you cannot get them for less than $7.50 a thousand, you may use $30 of it for that 
purpose. But I trust you will be able to get them for something less. If you can get them for $6 per 



thousand you may get 5000 but if you can get them for any thing less do not get more than 5000 
but apply whatever of the $30 there may be left to transporting those that are split to the farm 
during the winter I do not doubt but you will manage the business in the most prudent manner.” 
The letter from which this is an extract is dated Springfield Nov. 16, 1842, and doubtless Levi has 
a copy of it now. In his reply to it he says, “You stated in yours that you would like to have some 
rails got out this winter and also that you would like to have me look out and get them. I saw a 
man a few days ago which lived about two miles from my house that has a plenty of timber and 
he says he would like the job of splitting a few thousand, and he thought that he would get them 
for five shillings per hundred or $6.25 a thousand. I did not make a bargain with him at that time, 
but promised to see him again and let him [him?] know. I think however that I can get them at the 
fence about one mile from my house, which will be worth considering.”  
 This is all that I wrote and all that he wrote about it. You may judge of my surprise when I 
read in your letter that you had paid him $40 for 3000 rails. My letter to him as you see did not 
authorise him to get more than $30 worth at any rate I am very sorry I did not explain this to you, 
and until I read you letter I had always supposed I did, and it is with difficulty that I can bring 
myself now to believe I did not. But perhaps it is not too late now to do something about it. If you 
have actually settled all your accounts in reference to the rails, it probably is, but if you have not 
and will let me know it the next time you write, I will send a letter to Levi and if he does not pay 
you $10 I will see to the matter myself and I think I will make him pay $20 at least. I think however 
you had not better say anything to him about it at present. I have proof positive that he was not 
authorised to expend more than $30 for rails for at the close of my letter to him I say “The $20 left 
of this money is to go towards paying you for the house.” If therefore the matter is at all as I left it 
there can be no doubt about it, but if you chose on your own responsibility to buy of him 3000 
rails for $40 there is no help in the matter. I sent him at the time I wrote my letter $50.  
 You never have written me how your accounts with Levi were you should have been his 
Dr. to the house $65 to the rails $30. Total $95. You should have been his [credits?] for the $50 I 
sent him in the fall of 1842 leaving a balance of $45. By paying for the rails 40 instead of $30 you 
made the balance $55. But I should not wonder if he had made you pay the whole $105, thus 
making no account of the $50 I sent him. The next time you write do not fail to let me know about 
these things. I am a little surprised that you did not ascertain by enquiry that rails were not worth 
$13.33 a thousand. The enormous price he charged should have excited your suspicion.  
 But setting this aside, let us have a little talk about land &c. you do not think your land 
was very well chosen nor do I feel disposed to assert that you cannot now see where money 
could <not> have been laid out to better advantage. All I would claim is that at the time a better 
choice would not have been made. Still on some accounts your location is not so bad you already 
have a road laid out by your house, and it will probably be opened next summer, nor have I any 
idea that it will be many years before there will be one at or near the west end of your farm. But 
be this as it may, you evidently wish you were rid of your land and that you had an opportunity to 
get some other place. Under the influence of  this feeling and urged on by one of your neighbors, 
“who is considered by all who know him a man of good judgement,” and who “tells you you had 
better leave your farm if you do not get a cent for it” I fear you will be parting with it for some trifle. 
Now I know the farm is not worth less, and all the talk of all the neighbors you have or ever had or 
ever will have would not convince me to the contrary. Now I am willing to take the farm from you 
for more than it has cost you although that will be much worse for me than if I had never sold it 
you. Last May you paid me for the farm $3000. I gave you then $100 making the expense to you 
$200. After getting there you had to pay Levi $55 (the whole expense for the house and rails 
being $105 of which I had already paid $50.) making the farm cost you $255 Next May the 
interest on that will be a trifle more than $15 making a total of $270. I will now offer you for it $300 
and allow you to have all the crops you have taken the pains to sow, and you may go where you 
will. I might however attach one or two conditions to the payment of it for I do not think I can raise 
$300 at once. $150 I will pay at any time besides so much of my money as you now have in your 
hands (I know not how much it is I suppose $40 or $50 please let me know next time you write) 
and the residue with interest I will endeavor to make up next fall. Perhaps you would like to 
exchange your lot for the one you bought for me last summer, if so I will give you $150 to boot. In 
case you should think it best to accept my offer of buying your farm I should like to have you sell 
the 40 acre lot though I think it ought not to go for less than $200. I am getting to be in want of 



money or shall soon be especially if I buy your farm, but I am very sorry you are not permitted to 
suit yourself in reference to a place and will therefore do almost any thing to assist you. I would 
not have you think, however, that I wish you to sell your place to me, provided you can sell it to 
someone else to a better advantage, only I exhort you to be careful to whom you sell and do not 
trust any one without the very best security. I make this offer to you that you may know you can 
dispose of your farm on terms which will at least clear you from lop, and of two purchasers 
offering the same or nearly the same price, I expect you will prefer me. Beside if after purchasing 
another place you should find that its unforeseen inconveniences were greater and its 
<anticipation> conveniences less than you anticipated if I should not sell the farm I would let you 
have it at a reasonable price, though I will not promise it at the price I give you and the interest 
thereon. suppose, however, you are fully satisfied that once off from it you would never wish to 
come back. But can you get places equally convenient to town to meetings, post office, &. things 
which will be every year more important for you? I hope you will not delay a week to write to me 
what you would like to do and what in view of the offers I have made you, you are willing to do. I 
suppose Mr. Knapp will probably come out in the spring, and if he should I suppose you would 
like to buy a place where he does. I would on some accounts be pleasant to do so, but doubtless 
should you have him for a neighbor you would find in him some qualities you never dreamed of 
before, which would make him disagreeable to some extend. He is a very excellent man but has 
his fault, as all other excellent men have. We are perhaps liable to infer too much from the fact 
that any one has an excellent character, at all events we do so when we infer that all he does will 
please us.  
 So it seems you do not think school teachers would have very good encouragement, with 
you, I presume the decision of [S]ister Caroline is correct. I suppose there are children enough 
that need teaching <and> to emply abundance of teachers, but there parents do not know how 
important is education, nor when their teacher is a good one, nor are they willing to pay their 
money for such objects, so that good teachers who go there must go as missionaries with the 
desire to do good not to make money. It will not be best I presume for Cousin Margaret to go 
there, although I wish she might do so. In reference to preaching the difficulty is I presume the 
same-that is, the people have more preachers altogether than they are willing to employ, but not 
half so many as they ought to have, and those not of the right kind. However, I think I shall come 
to some region of the West when I finish my course, though it is by no means certain or even 
probably that I can be near you.  
March 11  I have delayed my letter a long time partly because Mother who is still a[t?] S. [South] 
Hadley [at Mount Holyoke Female Seminary], hoped we might be able to send you more decisive 
information concerning Martha. M. [Martha] has been much worse than when Mother send you 
the letter, nor is she now as well as at that time, though better than she has been at intervals 
between that and this time. Almost fifteen weeks have passed since she was prostrated on a bed 
of sickness (Nov 30) and she does not seem to make any advances towards the recovery of her 
health of course we have very great fears that she will never be any better. She is very weak 
indeed not able to sit up any. She expresses perfect resignation to God’s will respecting her and 
to him alone can we commit her as the help of man has proved indeed vain in this case. 
Physicians have done her no good nor does it seem probably they can. Mother has been with her 
about 11 weeks nor does it seem probably that she can leave her soon, unless indeed death 
should terminate the disease. The Dr. says it must be a long time before she recovers if she 
recovers at all. You can easily imagine that our family must be in the deepest affliction possible 
short of being called to mourn her death. At home they are there are only Father and Marcus. 
Father has been to S. [South] Hadley twice since Martha was sick.  
 I hope you will be careful to answer this letter immediate as spring is now close at hand. 
If Mr. Knapp goes to Wisconsin he will wish to start early and I shall be anxious to know 
something about your calculations. Our term here lasts but six weeks more, and if you cannot 
send the letter so that it will get here by April 24, you must direct it to Mill Brook [Connecticut] I 
hope by all means to receive one, as soon as I get home, and if possible before. 
 What do you think of [...]sociation? I have a somewhat better opinion of it than when I last 
saw you. I do not know but it might be well for you if you wish to leave your place to go into one 
as on some account I think you might like it. You would have a comfortable place to live, and as 
much company as you would like I suppose, without the trouble of buying stock, waggons, &. I 



think I will send you some publications on the subject that you may look them over and form an 
opinion for yourself I would not have you say thing about it in letters wh. [which] you send home 
as Father does not like it at all. Indeed I have no hesitation in saying there is a great deal of 
nonsense in their pretensions, but still I think the idea of getting together and helping one another 
along some is a good one. Something of the kind will be I think eventually adopted though not 
according to the plan of the Fourierites.  
 I think you ought to write home somewhat often you need not do it all at once but keep a 
sheet of paper by you and every few days write a few lines and thus you will before a great while 
have a sheet filled to send home. It is a very great comfort to Mother to hear from you as well as 
to all for us. If there are any particular books you would like to have, if you can write me before I 
go home I will try to get them & send them to you by Mr. Knapp.  
 I have not much more to say at present. John sends his love but has not time to write 
now. He has an oration to prepare for Junior Exhibition [at Yale University] – is a good scholar 
and in good health. Good-bye dear brother, remember to take with patience the unavoidable evils 
of this life and to look for the consummation of all your joys in a future and better world. Do all the 
good you can to your neighbors, and strive in all ways to make your own house the abode of 
peace and contentment 
      your aff. [affectionate] brother Joel.  
Dear sister Caroline, If I have not written any part of the above letter directly to you it is not 
because I do not think often of you, and rejoice that Daniel is permit-to spend his time with one 
who is so anxious for his happiness and so well calculated to promote it. I hope you will be able to 
cheer each other on in life’s rugged road and find in each other a happiness which does not 
depend on the changing and capricious world around you. You have troubles in Wisconsin, so 
down here, and probably not many less, though of course as this is our native country it is dear 
on that account, and must be viewed by you with tender feelings. What good ma[y] [c]rown your 
days with joy is the prayer [...] [your?] aff. [affectionate] brother Joel.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 

Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wisconsin 
 
Mill Brook [Connecticut]  May 6, 1844 
Dear Brother and Sister,  
 Your letter we received three days since and as there are somethings in it which seem to 
require immediate attention I think I will write at once. But first in reference to Martha I will say we 
have moved her from S. [South] Hadley [at Mount Holyoke Female Seminary] home after she had 
been there five months (from Nov. 30 to April 29) upon a sick bed.  We brought her upon a bed in 
[Esq. Badlelle’s Barouche?] and were but three days on the journey. She cannot sit up at all, and 
was a good deal affected by the journey, but has now we think nearly recovered from it. She is no 
worse than when I wrote you last, and perhaps we may be permitted to indulge greater hopes of 
her recovery though that is very doubtful. She very probably may live months before the disease 
conquers her, and it must be moths before she recovers.  
 I visited your father Burr’s people yesterday and carried your letter to them. We talked 
over the proposition of Mrs. Burr and as you ask my opinion in reference to it, I am ready to say I 
see no objection to it and would advise you if it be not too late to adopt the plan she suggest if 
you still feel anxious to get the lots of which have been thinking. You may have my part of it for 
what it cost me and the interest at six per cent from the time I sent the money and I am ready to 
give a bond to that effect, though I should not like to wait more than once year from this time for 
my pay. If you can get the other half on terms to suit you I advise you to engage it and send, for 
the money as soon as you possibly can. I presumed Mrs. Burr will not be willing to forward it till 
she knows whether you can have the place of not. If she can send you $200 or so, would you not 
do better to buy with it some place entirely new farther in the interior, and by selling your present 
place get money enough to put up a house? If you like the place you think of <such you> 



however, as it is near a village and not far from Milwaukie [Milwaukee, Wisconsin] probably you 
had better take it. I suppose however it is not as good land as you can find elsewhere. Do not 
exchange your present place for one which you will not like, but if it is possible to get any place 
you can like do by all means leave the one you now have. I should be unwilling to make you a 
better offer to exchange your lot for mine than that which I made in a previous letter. Hope it is not 
enough, but I do not want anything to do with it.  
 You state that you do not think Levi has ever paid the money I gave him as attorney for 
somebody who formerly owned the lots east of the creek. I think I am safe whether he did or not, 
but I would thank you to ascertain whether in Wisconsin it is necessary to have a Power of 
Attorney to sell land recorded before it is legal. If it is not I am perfectly secure, if it is I must send 
it out at once to have it recorded. Should you find it necessary you will write me at once. I do not 
believe it is. I am in haste and shall write no more unless I think of something 
 Your aff. [affectionate] brother  
      Joel.  
P.S. You ask how you can pay Capt. Hayers If you are to receive money from Mrs. Burr you can 
direct her to pay him any amount you have in your hands and that will save send it to you. If you 
should not, you must buy a draft on some of the Banks of Hartford or New York for which you will 
have to pay about two per cent premium or more but which must be at Capt. Hayer’s expense of 
course you must if possible make arrangements for the purchase of the lot immediately, and take 
care you do not pay too much for it. The owner, seeing how much you might want it, may take 
advanta[g]e of you. I do not see why you might not take my half and keep the whole or a part of 
your present farm, but you probably do. I wish in your next letter you would make a kind of a map 
of the lot putting down the roads for I have not a very good idea of their situation.  
 I am very glad Mrs. Burr is willing to make arrangements to [acc?]ommodate you, for 
though I offered to send you $150 it was only because I wished very much to accommodate you. 
It would put me to great inconvenience.  
 I have no doubt your present farm will sell at 4 or 5 dollars an acre during the present 
season some time. Were it mine I would not take less than five but you know best.  
 Martha sends her love. Marcus is well and grows more awkward continually though I 
hope he will make a good man. Cousin William talks of going to Wisconsin this summer, but it is 
doubtful. We have procured a pendulum rod and ball for you and intend to sent it, by Mr. Hurlibut 
of Norfolk [Connecticut] who is to start in three or four weeks. It is impossible for us to imagine 
that yours were left here but if you can not find them that makes not difference. Mr. Knapp talks 
some of going to Wisconsin in the fall but has hired to father till Sept. and it is doubtful whether he 
will go at all, I think he might like your present place. I will talk with him and let you know next 
time.  
     Yours Joel.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 

Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wisconsin 
 
Mill Brook [Connecticut] May 22, 1844 
Dear Brother and Sister, 
 As cousin Wm. [William] starts for Wis. [Wisconsin] next week, I sit down to write you a 
few words. And first let me say to you I hope if you have not already bought the place of which 
you have written some two or three times, I hope you will not do so with consulting Coz. Wm. 
[Cousin William] for I have some question whether you may not do better. Nor do I exactly like the 
plan of your being obliged to pay interest for what your farm may cost you till such a time as you 
may be able to pay it, though in your circumstances I think it advisable, for you ought to leave the 
place you have at present. But if it is not too late I hope you will ponder well the idea of taking my 
40 and uniting to the west 40 of yours, and selling 80 acres and the house of yours, by which 
means you will be able to pay for my 40 and have something considerable to build with. Act with 



discretion and do not let your zeal to leave a place you do not like transport you beyond the 
bounds of reason.  
 I send you by Wm. [William] a book called “A New Home Who’ll follow?” in which are 
some good descriptions of life and manners in newly settled countries. To one point only would I 
now direct your attention viz. the rusticitiy and coarseness of some or most of those who inhabit 
such regions. [To] this you may be some what exposed as our whole family are somewhat 
inclined to it naturally. I think you may gather a great many good hints from the book, and I hope 
you will use that and every other means in your power to promote refinement in yourself and in all 
around you. In order to do this you need to direct your thoughts to the subject and you will find to 
your astonishment, (at least I have done so) that “in many things you offend all” while you do not 
dream of it. Make others feelings a portion or your study, carefully observing what language is 
offensive to them and what manners are disagreeable. It is astonishing to see how much better 
some people who have very little kindness get along than those who have a great deal and do not 
manifest it rightly to those around them, I do not think this is right. We are commanded to “let our 
light shine before men,” and he who has real excellence of character, and yet through a neglect 
to manifest it by those means that are calculated to with he hears of other does as truly “put his 
candle under a bushel” as any man whatever. Do not then consider such things unimportant. 
They add greatly to one’s power of doing good. Let it then be your aim to elevate by your 
example and acts the society around you for no society can be really good, or thoroughly 
Christian where such things are neglected. Get sister Caroline to make suggestions to you, for 
the perception of ladies in reference to these things is always more keen and ready than that of 
gentlemen, and from the advantages she has possessed she will be particularly prepared to 
make such suggestions.  
 As to your note against Wm. [William] Swift I will ascertain where he lives from his father 
and will bye and bye write to [Strong?] about it. The note will, I doubt not, have to be prosecuted 
and I think the best plan will be to wait about one year from this time, or till it has run five years, 
and the interest becomes $6 and [...] give directions for the prosecution. I [believe?] that notes 
become outlawed in six years in Ohio. I think that [Mother?] and Strong will have no difficulty in 
collecting it, provided Swift is worth any thing. Swift has removed to some part of Penn. 
[Pennsylvania] 
   Your aff. [affectionate] brother 
    Joel.  
P.S. I have written to Phelps about James Craig’s note and I presume he will do all that can be 
done.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Prairieville 
   Milwalky [Milwaukee] County 
   Wisconsin Ter.-y. [Territory] 
 
     Piketon [Ohio], Feb. 22, 1846. 
Dear Brother Daniel, 
 I once was informed of your P.O. address, but lost & forgot it, & this must be my excuse 
for not writing sooner.  Is it possible it is almost six years since we last parted?  & that we have 
not exchanged letters since?  I can hardly believe it.  Since that time, great changes have taken 
place in our father’s family; you have assumed the responsibilities of husband & father; the 
bodies of our dear sister Mary [Mary Grant Burgess] & her little son [Edwin Burgess], have been 
committed to the silent tomb, & our beloved Martha [Martha Grant] is still in the furnace of 
affliction, where she has remained for more than two years.  Sister Susan [Susan Boyd J. Grant] 
gave me a pretty full account of her situation but I do not seem to understand much about her 
symptoms, nor can I, without seeing her, & I do not know when that will be.  I believe brother 
Phelps is about to connect himself with an association at W. Roxbury Mass [West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts], if he has not already done it.  I know almost as little of Joel, John & Marcus, as 
of yourself. 



 I am anxious to know more of your situation & prospects, both as it respects this world & 
a future.  Horatio Burton a nephew of ours, spent six weeks with us last summer  He had spent 
the preceding winter in Poelloit Wisconsin, with which country he was much pleased. -- he had 
not heard of you.  What is the character of your society?  (I trust superior to ours) & your religious 
privileges?  & may I be permitted to ask, <what> something of the improvement, you have been 
enabled to make? 
 We have had a cold winter for Ohio. thus far & I fear in your climate, you would almost 
suffer, but I suppose wood is plenty. 
 Our “barn of a house” was finished, neat & comfortable, in Sept. after you left us, since 
which time, our family, then three daughters, has been increased by three sons, Ohilander, 
Edward, & William, who will be 20 months old, March 9th. 
 Mr. B. [Burton] is now wishing to get rid of his farm.  He tried hiring for a time & though he 
had little difficulty with his hands, he wished to try renting.  Having built a comfortable hewed log 
house, he has tried renting his farm to two men heads of families, first, for five years, secondly for 
three years, but in each case, before one year had half expired, such was the state of feeling 
between <the> us, that it took no small effort to settle it.  In the last case wh. [which] was last fall, 
we lost considerable in the settlement.  Indeed the older I become, the more I think of the 
importance of acquiring absolute control over our passions, while young.  My little boys are hard 
to govern.  I fear for them, but O for more faith.  Every good gift is from above, & with God all 
things are possible.  We have enjoyed more peace in our family for about a year, than I once 
expected to enjoy in this life.  Doubtless all we endure in this life is designed to wean us from the 
world, & bring us home to God.  Strange how slow I have been to learn, for I have had many 
lessons.  I have been a great backslider when shall I return?  Never?  I cannot think so.  O that by 
the grace of God the time might not be far distant when I shall experience that joy & peace in 
believing wh. [which] the [world?] can neither give nor take away. 
Feb. 28.  This day is very cold.  A heavy snow has fallen wh. [which] might be of some advantage 
to us, if we had sleighs as the ground was hard frozen upon which it fell. 
 Though Mr. B. [Burton] is about <but> he has not preached for sometime, he is 
somewhat indisposed, & so much afraid he shall be sick, as to avoid almost all exposure.  
 Mary sends her love to her Uncle Daniel & Aunt Caroline. 
  Your affectionate. sister, Elizabeth Burton. [Elizabeth Grant Burton] 
 
Dear sister Caroline [Caroline Burr Grant], 
 Though I suppose I have never seen you I have almost become acquainted, by means of 
fiends.  I know, at least, that your education would make you just such a sister & friend as I 
should most desire. though I know nothing of your religious sentiments.  In my mind cold as my 
heart is there is nothing that so cements friends hearts together, as true religion.  Indeed I am 
alarmed about myself & my children, (two of whom are quite ill,) my heart is so hard, & my love so 
cold.  Do, sister, write me soon, sister Martha [Martha Grant] is sick & cannot write, mother is 
almost worn out with nursing so that I seldom get much that is calculated to revive my spirits from 
the east.  I seldom attend public worship & never private religious meeting, & can very very 
seldom meet a christian, with whom I can hold sweet converse.  My streams seem almost dry.  I 
have forsaken "the Fountain of living waters, & hewn to my self cisterns, broken cisterns that can 
hold no water"  Forgive dear sister, this strain into wh. [which] I have almost unconsiously broken 
 Kiss the babe for me, tell me all about her when you write, and believe me 
      Your affectionate sister 
         Elizabeth Burton 
[written across side] Any thing about your New England friend would be very acceptable, If you 
ever know me, please tell me when & where. 
 I hope both will [write?] soon.  Adieu  E.B. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]    Mr. Daniel Grant 
      Waukesha 
      Waukesha Co. 



      Wisc. [Wisconsin] 
Mill Brook Ct Mar 4 
      Monday March 4th 1859 
My Dear Children [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
I wrote you last week but on receiving a letter last evening from your Mother and Mary [Mary Burr] 
it seems to be necessary that I should write again though I know not what to say I am decidedly 
opposed to your going to California I feel that you would probably never return and if you should I 
believe that you would be poorer instead of richer[.?]  we are all journeying to Eternity and we had 
better not set our hearts on glittering dust I believe there will be more of the gold diggers that will 
be ruined than there will be made rich I am sorry that you have sold your place at such a loss I do 
not think that it will be required of you to make sacrifices of much money to the public to whom 
much is given much will be required if you could dispose of what you have there and come here 
and buy a small place where you could keep six or seven cows I should feel that you might do far 
better than you have done since you left keep <a> few cows and raise a few potatoes a little corn 
and live respectably <and not be able> I do not know what to write but I fear that you find those 
that are disposed to take advantage of you and if you was here you would find friends with whom 
you might counsel and might be benefitted in that way I fear that you will find it difficult to dispose 
of what you have for what it is worth I will now say that I hope you will not sell your bed I think the 
feathers were of your own raising and probably worth twice as much as any you can buy if you 
have a good bed keep it the officers cannot take your bed from and any thing that you have that 
is good I advise you to keep it will not cost as much to bring them here <them> as it will to buy 
them and if you undertake to sell them you cannot get much for [them?] there will be many things 
that you cannot bring can you sell your [Large?] Co land for any thing more than it cost you or 
than it has cost at this time now if you can dispose of what you have there and can put it into the 
bank here and can work in a factory or any way to live I would be glad but let who will say go to 
California I hope you will say nay I do not wish you to sell your property for two thirds what it is 
worth hope you will not need to do so want to have you write immediately when you receive this I 
rejoice that you have Abby Root for a mother give my sincere regards to her Joel wrote to us that 
he thought favorably of Daniel’s going to California but I think that it needs the most robust 
healthy persons to go there I want to have you come here if you come with the feeling that you 
spend your days here for I believe that if you can live any where you can live here may the Lord 
guide direct and bless you is the prayer of your mother Elizabeth Grant love to Abby and a kiss 
for the baby 
 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 It is not very often that I write to you but as their is a little room left here I will add a few 
words 
 This winter I have been teaching school in Danbury Quarture for $18 a month for three 
months which will help a very little a long in respects money matters.  What I shall do this summer 
I do not know yet: shall know very soon <prop> probably. 
 Perhaps I may stay at home donot know what Father will think about hiring me nor do [I] 
much care there is work some where to be done. 
 I am sorry you do not prosper a little better where you are.  As <for> to your going to 
California I think you had better do as you think best about it.  You might go there and get some 
gold and you might succeed as well as you have <there> where you are.  But it seems to me that 
a sick man in California digging gold in the water up to his knees would look funny. 
      Your aff. [affectionate] brother      Marcus 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mrs. Caroline Grant   
  Norfolk 
  Litchfield Co. 
  Connecticut 
 
[Postmarked] Marysville Cal. [California] 



  Sep. 15 
 
    Hamilton [California]  Sep. 11  1854 
 
My Dear Carrie [Caroline Burr Grant] 
  
 I have no excuse for not writing to you by the last mail. I will do my best towards making it 
up now, though it cannot be fully made up. 
 I received your letter of July 2nd some time since, & it is only negligence that I have not 
answered it.  
 Your letter & one from John are all from home for a long time. I have nothing of interest to 
write but will answer some of your questions.  
 By the way why is it <you> Joel or someone don’t write something about the Milwaukee 
[Wisconsin] place. You stated that you thought it sold, but that is all I hear  Marcus [Marcus Grant] 
has attended to the cows for a few weeks past, but will brobably leave me tomorrow. I shall soon 
give them up, for they are nearly dry. We have had all we could do to attend to the cows, & fix up 
the house, & farm, so as to make things convenient for the dairy.  
 Prices of farmers produce is low now in this country & I think we have done about as well 
as any & even better for the capital invested. We have made but little, very little, but yet we have 
made a little.  
 We are selling butter at 15 cts. per lb, & cheese at 30 cts., We have sole butter at 40 cts. 
but not much. We dont have very good luck making cheese, but no body can beat us in butter.  
 I was just in time taking up land to meet the low prices, just as I expected, I should have 
taken land sooner but every year I thought prices would be down, till I ascertained that farmers 
produce could not be imported so as to make it cheap, & I thought it would be a few years before 
Cal. [California] could supply itself, but Cal. [California] is not only to supply itself, but is to have a 
large suppluss & no foreigh market. <as I> I am not disappointed at the result, < > It is the most 
natural thing in existance, that I should be just in time to make nothing, but rather strange that I 
have not about a thousand dollars to <loose> lose in the concern. Well I have one hope yet, 
though faint, that is my river claim. We expect to work next season, & if there is anything there 
take it out, so you will not look for me home for more than a year yet.  
 My place is still valuable for something. I think it will fetch a $1000,00 but dont know, I 
know that it is well worth twice that sum, as land has been selling, but dont know what it will fetch 
now.  
 I have not raised my crops atall. Cut about 6 tons hay, took one [load?] to the Mts. & 
exchanged it for lu[ . . . ] I have neighbors in sight.  
 Don’t live in fear of being killed, can’t tell whether my complexion has changed much or 
not, but suppose I look pretty old. 
 My beard is not quite five inches long, think I shall trim it before long. 
 Have my hair cut occasionally. Think it is not turning <gray>grey. 
 I don’t keep my <teath>teeth in any order.  
 Carter & wife are still in the neighborhood believe Carter is troubled with the <feaver> 
fever some this fall. Believe Julia is well. Don’t see them often. 
 Wrote to R. [Ralph E. Burr] day before yesterday. had a letter from him a few days ago 
well I believe 
 
[written up the side of the front  page] The 15 of Sept. is at hand I shall commence reading the 
first chapter of Romans at that time. You will if you have received my letter  If you do not 
commence count<ing> the chapters & days that you are behind. Thus you will know where I am 
reading continue through the New Testament. 
 
[written up the side of the last  page] think some of mining a little this winter 
 
      Thine entirely, 
      Daniel Grant  
 



-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]   Mr. Daniel Grant 

Norfolk 
Litchfield Co 
Conn. [Connecticut] 

 
 
     Flemington [New Jersey] Sept 16th1856 
Dear Sister & Brother [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 We have been looking for a letter for several days and hope that you will not be so 
situated that you cannot write us a few lines once in a while, and that while not too long for 
Brotherly patience. Our little Mary is much improved in health and we get along with her pretty 
well except that she demands as much attention now as she did when sick, and is provoked to 
tears if she does not receive it 
 Her teeth have not shown themselves as yet only by the looks of the gums. Last week, I 
went to Newark [New Jersey] to the state fair. Went by the way of New Brunswick and made that 
my staying place as Newark was very full of people and I had an Invitation from Uncle John to 
come that way. The fair was not as good as it ought to have been and in many respects did not 
do justice to our State. The show of grains was very meagre -- & so it was in many of the 
manufactures for which Newark is celebrated. They had some fine sheep and Short Horned 
cattle, and some bery good horses  The turn out of people was very large on wednesday and 
thursday, how it was on firday I cannot say as I was so tired in two days that I came home   Uncle 
J., Capner & Aunt went with me—or I went with them. We have this year for the first a County 
Agricultural fair and have purchased and filled up twenty seven acres of ground as a permanent 
fair ground. it has a permanent fence round it and a good sized building in which to exhibit articles 
that meed protection from the weather. Tomorrow the fair is to be opened and continue three 
days. The people of Flem[tn] have been making great preparations to reap an abundant harvest 
of the ready from those that come up to see them on the occasion, and all things eatable will be 
quite abundant but the sleeping accomadations will not equal the demand if there is a good turn 
out 
 Several car loads of machinery came to day for the fair and the ladies are going to have 
flowers in abundance, so utility and beauty will be well represented. It is creating quite an 
excitement among a good many people. The ground belongs to a stock company, of 400 shares 
25 dols per share—and it is very well arranged with a fine half mile tract to trot horses upon. I 
shall take over some drain tile and perhaps some seed wheat. Your letter has just arrived and 
Mary sits by reading while I am writing this, and is most through reading now so that I will take my 
turn now.  
 We had a good burn of tile in our new kiln last time. Two days ago recd an order for 
5,000 lead pots—so you see that we have plenty of work on hand yet. finished sowing our wheat 
last saturday week. Sowed about 15 acres of wheat and 4 1/2  of rye. had a fine time for sowing 
and several nice rains to bring it up after it was sown. We have not had any large rain since the 
drought and the streams are still low.  
 We lost one of our cows while I was at Newark by turning into clover that was pretty good 
and young  The cow was almost dead before any one saw her and could not be saved. We never 
had one affected before and I did not know that they were liable to be injured at this season. 
 I am not certain that it is best for you to reamain where you are though Daniel thinks that I 
do – but I will say that wherever you go you will find it necessary to do some thing to keep things 
in order. On my farm we expend between 2 & 3 hundred dols per year in guano, phosphate of 
lime, under draining &c. and expect to for years to come in order to keep up and improve its 
fertility and even on good western land something ought to be done to keep it from going down 
hill and leaving it for future generations to make up that which others have taken from the soil, as 
many of our fathers have done in this part of the country. I have not said anything about your 
coming to this part of the country for land here is very high near the villages and most of it needs 
a good share of expenditure before it is first rate farm land though the majority of our farmers live 
about as comfortably as they do in other places – land here sells from or to 100 dols per acre – 



according to quality of land and buildings and the size of the farm. We both think it better not to 
divide the farm as it would be a difficult thing to suit all parties and we should want to sell our 
share if it were divided. My advice is the same as Marys as to buying or setting upon new land. 
You have means enough to buy a farm in the west with comfortable improvements and that will 
give you returns enough to pay you as much as you would make by clearing up new land and that 
would increase in worth nearly as much as the new land, beside the greater amount of comfort.  
 As to your staying where you are. The best thing is for you to decide for yourselves 
looking at the thing in all its aspects and if you feel that you can never be content to live there, but 
will continually be desiring to try or go somewhere it would perhaps be better to go but if you 
would like to make the experiment it seems to me that you could not loose much to take it as M & 
E offer and try it a year or two to see how you like it though you can judge better the value of land 
there than I can. If it is sold soon let Caroline & Erastus sell it together or in parts to the best 
advantage. Our wish in the matter is to see you comfortably settled and content with your choice 
wherever it may be. Perhaps you could make comfortable living by putting your money out at 
interest on bond and mortgage and let D [Daniel Grant] get a situation at some light work, such as 
bookkeeper or superintendent in some factory. I wish it were so that we could talk together but at 
present that is out of the question as you cannot come here I suppose & we cannot very well 
come your way. I do not feel satisfied with this letter but do not know how to better it. Write again 
soon for we will be anxious to hear how you are getting on.  
 
      W Hill [William Hill] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Flemington [New Jersey] Feb. 12, 1857 
 
Dear brother & sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 We have just recd. yours mailed Feb. 11, I do not know but you have concluded wisely in 
buying my share. I cannot tell. In a letter sent yesterday we mentioned a public sale. I should 
think Erastus would be willing to take less than $1,000 than to sacrifice what he probably would at 
such sale. I rather think that perhaps I ought to adhere to the thousand.  <Sh> Were I to lower my 
price it would in effect be giving it to Erastus as in case I lowered I suppose you would not 
hesitate in <tl> deciding that you could afford to give E. [Erastus] his price of $1000.*   
[written in the margin:] *which after all would help you too would it not? 
 I believe that in taking $1000 I throw off about $600 according to appraisement including 
being made equal. It does not seem to me that I would have to sacrifice more than that at public 
sale for <it does not seem as> I cannot think that men of judgment would have appraised the 
property more than $1.800 higher than it would sell for. After sending my last I thought that I 
omitted to say or to mention something which I ought but up to this present I have <not> not been 
able to think what it was. I feel sorry for you <that> to be fixed just as you are not wishing to stay 
& yet feeling that perhaps you had better, for must you need not <of sacrificing to public sale> 
that is if you would sacrific to public sale. I see by looking at old letters that the appraisement was 
$5.357. In paying E. & self as we offer you get it for $4.100 without deducting much I think from 
your own share of the appraised value. Still it is hard to stay where you do not wish to. Have just 
bethought myself again. 4.500 was the true appraisement so that counting your own at full 
appraisal 1.800 you get Es. [Erastus] & my share for only 600 less than appraisal as I have had 
about $50 and E. [Erastus] about the same I suppose of personal property.  
 Have written so often upon the subject of the farm that I hardly know what to say except 
that we are still willing to stand by what we said last fall, and should think you had as well buy the 
whole if you will feel just as much fastened by taking the north part. Which part I should prefer to 
take if divided as proposed. It has more meadow and lies more contiguous to buildings, of the 
wood and facility of getting  I am not able to judge except that south part lies nearer town. Should 
think that that south wood lot would sell pretty well divided into 1. 2 or 3 acre lots and sold to 
towns people that have to buy wood. Know that here it would sell very rapidly and at good prices, 
but perhaps you have thought of all these things and more besides. Should not be afraid to take 
the place myself were I near it and run the risk of selling it or turning the wood into money and 



selling the meadows and buildings as well as I could and think by that time would have my money 
back and could afford to give some of the pasture lots away  Property can often be sold to 
advantage by selling it piece meal – Saw 18 acres of land sold at public sale close to the village 
the other day in 5 lots for an average of 105 dols per acre that 25 years ago or so was bought for 
28 dols per acre and it is in bad order as regards fence and state of improvement generally – If 
you take ours will be satisfied with the way in which you speak of paying for it as long as we do 
not have to pay a larger interest for money to use in its place. We can readily borrow at present at 
six per cent. Tell Erastus that we do not mind taking a little very little trouble to get money if we 
have the opportunity. 
 If you go to farming would advise you to raise a colt occasionally if you do not keep them 
till they grow to be horses as at 1 year old they are here/ and I think likely with you, as profitable 
as any stock and bring more in proportion counting the risk than when older. 
 Shall be glad to hear that you have become settled and hope you may have it all fixed by 
the time you receive this. I spoke in my last about coming up but if you have all things arranged it 
will not be worth while, would come now but cannot leave until after 1st of March. Will have ac[. . .] 
of Stock to take in shop &c. You must try and find time to come and see us some time as it will be 
doubtful whether we get up next summer. Wrote to Erastus sometime ago wonder whether he 
received it.  Think I remember hearing that he did. Should like to know whether he remembers it. 
Give my best respects to all our friends and if we have not written satisfactorily please excuse us 
as we have done the best we could in the short time we have had to think about it and our limited 
knowledge of the property. Knowing but little about the woodland & pasture and nothing about the 
value of land except that if it was much lower it would be worth nothing. We are as ever  
      Yours truly 
       William Hill 
P.S tell Daniel not to give up writing and not to fear his brother in law. ‘Twill do him good to write 
even if it costs an effort          WH [William Hill] 
[Written in margin] I wish Daniel would write more frequently add something to the letters. I 
always like to read what he writes  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Flemington [New Jersey] Jan 2 1858 
 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant],  
 The Bundle that you Sent came safely to hand, think the counterpane very pretty and 
Sam is very much pleased with his pencil and Liquorice root. As to money matters you need not 
borrow at present so send me any I can get along now very well until spring and than if it is not 
convenient for you to pay will try and do without it until you find it convenient Grain is getting so 
low here that I hate to sell it but if it continues so will have to do it corn is only 45 cents oats 30 
and wheat 113 per Bushel and that seems very low after paying two dollars a day to have it 
gathered Hope that Daniel [Daniel Grant] Will write soon and tell us what he is so busy about and 
settle up that affair with Mary about that western land and also give us his views about Virginia. 
Whether he would like to go there if you can sell out where you are &c.  
 Father is more comfortable and has been for a few days than when I wrote before but still 
requires almost constant attention. You think it requires some energy to write a letter but it takes 
a great deal more for me to work hard when I do not feel well more than half the time & I think I 
grow more lazy every year and that is one reason I have for wishing to go to a milder climate and 
cheaper land I think, for what my farm would sell for I could buy twice as much land of better 
quality and have enough money to build a house & start the farm over so as to Start entirely out 
of debt and remain so -- whereas if I continue farming here must 100 dols a year rent or put up a 
House & building that will not cost less than 3000 dols which will keep me in debt for some years 
to come & might always Am going to try and work to better advantage the coming year and see if 
the prospect will brighten any -- We have very mild weather for the season and it will be a great 
help to those that are poor on account of taking so little fuel -- Think about, raising might answer 
well with [you?] and have lately seen an account of some pasture lands in Connecticut that were 
very much improved by the use of plaster -- have you ever tried any on pasture lands, it is one of 



the cheapest fertilizers and if it answers well would advise you to try some of it. Am glad to hear 
that some of you are being led to a better life and though we do not all think alike as to the best 
method of conversion (That is not quite what I wish to say but cannot express it better) we ought 
all to rejoice that any are turned from the eror of their ways to walk in wisdom ways of peace & 
comfort I should like to slip in and see you all if I could but as things are that pleasure is not to be 
thought of -- We have killed our cow and our hogs were done some time ago Do not remember 
whether I told you that we killed one that weighed 521 pounds, Jersey corn will fat hogs Am glad 
that you had a pleasant time (visit) with your friends and think that most of us spend too few 
hours in social pleasures that would help lighten the cares of life and might prove good 
opportunities of gathering strength in the conflict with selfishness which sin is hard to root out -- 
We have gone out but little on account of Sickness & Death in the family for two years past and 
now another has gone to his last account. Mothers Brother John was buried last Saturday and so 
the world keeps passing away -- Sam wants to send a letter that he has made with his pencil and 
often talks about Abbie & Eddie -- Shall we look for a visit from any of you this winter – Mary 
[Mary Burr Hill] is trying to break little Alletta from eating in the night and had a free concert for 1 
1/2 hours last night and anticipate a continuation of the pleasure for several nights but after the 
playing is over they are expect to take a benefit 
I saw quite a long article in the Presbyterian the other day about [gift?] lotteries and an happy to 
see that others coincide with my opinion, which you have been favoured with and I need not 
repeat [see William Hill’s letter of Nov. 8th  57]. Only when you look at that [pen?] do not feel badly 
will [”?] you? But as you are lucky perhaps you had better try again & next time you may get a 
farm -- 
 I am glad to hear the good tidings from Norfolk [Connecticut]. What a happy thing could 
Erastus [Erastus Burr?] share the blessing Is Mr. Nelson Moses living? What a trouble the 
counterpane must have been to pick apart all that was sewn & do it all again. But how much 
better it looks! I think it very pretty & am much pleased with it. Sam is also pleased with pencil & 
Liquorice. The socks are too small for Allie [Alletta Hill] that is the soles are too short even for her 
[naked?] feet. She wears leather shoes (she is helping me write now) creeps all about & climbs 
up by things & grows every day & with no change of diet or very little believe I gave her bread 
when at Conn. [Connecticut]  I occasionally give her potatoes & turnips -- I like the flannel color & 
quality it will be pretty & durable.  

The [freight?] [...]. 62 cts.  
[William Hill]  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
Care Mrs. Samuel Fletcher 

Concord. N.H. [New Hampshire] May 2, 1859.  
Mrs. Daniel Grant [Caroline Grant Burr],  
 My Dear Friend,  
 Since I was at your house, I have thought of you with deep & tender interest. By writing to 
me at once I can hear from you here. Since I came here tho last of October I have spend my time 
in the family of Mrs. Fletcher. Her house is to be rented a year & to day her occupant has taken 
possession. She & I board near the homestead two weeks perhaps.  
 Possibly I may remain in Concord longer. But if you wish to write me, now is the best 
time. The weather has been very fine here for several days the roads very dusty, Crocuses, 
daffodils to pansies are in bloom.  
 Will you not tell me all about your family? individually. In your family worship, where are 
you now reading in the Bible? The advantage is much every way by reading a whole book in 
course. In the family of Samuel Fletcher Esq. while he lived, each had a Bible in the morning after 
breakfast & read around two verses each. At the time he departed to heaven last October, they 
were reading in Pslams. Now they are reading the book of Jeremiah -- I have attended public 
worship almost every Sabbath morning through the winter. Lessons in the S. [Sabbath] School at 
noon. I have formed very profitable. In love your aunt. [Zilpah Polly Grant Banister] 
Please tell me of your children & give them my love.  
 



Concord, N.H. [New Hampshire]  May 2, 1859.  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Grant [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant],  
 With your leave I propose to make you a weekly call, or to remind both of you of me, by 
the arrival through the mail of the “Albany Cultivator,” Today the postage stamps have been 
enclosed to pay for it the current year. A small book may be expected with the first package. 
Afterword only the Cultivator from week to week. By your paying the postage in advance from this 
time onward it will be but little. Perhaps you may like to stitch together the package of No’s that 
came at first into a book form with paper cover,  & often you have read them, loan them for a 
short time to Marcus [Marcus Grant], for his perusal instruction & entertainment. Tho you may not 
either of you be able to buy many of the experiments in horticulture or in improved agriculture, 
you may enjoy knowing something of what is done elsewhere, you are called to do the best you 
can with such field as you have. But we shall never do the best we can unless we aim at an ideal 
above our reach of attainment. He that is faithful in that wh. [which] is least, is faithful also in 
much. In all we do. We are sowing for eternity, & shall soon reap the harvest of our own sowing. 
May we each of us sow to the Spirit. In best wishes yours Z. P. Banister [Zilpah Polly Grant 
Banister] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[...] Mrs. Samuel Fletcher 

Concord, N.H. May 18, 1859.  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Grant, [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 My dear friends,  
 Your responses to me, received five days ago, were most welcome. It is gratifying to 
know that what I have put into the mail from time to time, for you, has not been added to the 
immense mass of dead P.O. [Post Office] matter at Washington. Still more gratifying to have 
evidence, that it has received your attention & approval.  
 The children given you, are a precious charge. You may use arguments in pleading for 
grace so to train them, that with Heaven’s blessing, they will glorify God & enjoy him forever. In 
no other way can you so affectionately benefit your race, as by training <training> these children 
to be blessings to the world while they live in it. In considering your location, & in choosing your 
future business, the great question will be, what will be best suited to promote the good of these 
children, the good of your posterity, to the end of time.  Many lapses of business one constantly 
changing & therefore very uncertain.  Many, & even most departments in our country, except that 
of cultivation of the soil, are crowded. Multitudes of young men & of middle aged, are in vain 
seeking for employment in all parts of our country. Every where I have been, I have inquired for 
openings for young men, & for much as had capacity for business. And every where I have been 
told, that places would not be formed for nearly all that were then on the ground. Often has it 
been said, “If a man’s income meets his expenses, I could not encourage him to leave his present 
situation.”  
 A boy that is brought up on a farm, & in his youth learns how to work & manage a farm, is 
better prepared to get a comfortable & respectable living in the vicissitudes of life, than he would 
have been without an agricultural education.  Should he even have large means, he knows better 
how to use them. If his health becomes impaired he has capacity for interesting himself on the 
soil, in the open air, under the most favorable circumstances for regaining it -- Farmers have 
much more favorable opportunities, year by year, for reading & mental such time, than 
tradesmen, & ordinarily also, for exerting a healthful influence on the community around them. 
The regular industrious habits wh. [which] they can lead their children to form, are a great 
safeguard to their morals.  
 These thoughts were in my mind, & I suggest them as you requested. The chance of final 
success in new business could not be equal to that of continuing in old. “Slow & sure” “[Taint?] 
yet [promising?]” are mottoes not to be despised,. May Heaven guide you in the best way.  
 The study of Latin, under good instruction, is uniformly acknowledged, as better suited to 
promote mental discipline than the study of French. Latin forms a part of the foundation of English 
& French, & of many other living languages. One who knows Latin, can easily acquire any other 



language. The nations of Europe are pressing in upon us in such numbers & spreading 
themselves through the length & breadth of the land, that our descendents near & remote may 
find a great advantage in such a discipline of studying Latin as shall facilitate their learning any 
living European language. They may need if for common intercourse, for teaching Germans & 
others to read the Bible as well as for usefulness in extending school education.  
 Learning to write rapidly, & as legible as print is important to both your children.  They 
need first to write well & then practise in copying such hymns as they commit to memory, & 
various other things. Let them make out bills & learn Book Keeping if you can.  
 I thank for all the particulars you wrote. My love to your children. Let each write me a note 
sometime if I cannot answer them 
     Your friend & Aunt 
     [Zilpah Polly Grant Banister] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Flemington [New Jersey] Nov 20/59 
 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant],  
 We received Carr’s [Caroline Burr Grant] short letter with its one item of intelligence and 
its promise of a future letter which we hope will contain more -- Am glad that you rec’d [received] 
the Bundle and hope that it will be worth the expressage -- Mary [Mary Burr Hill] has gone to 
evening meeting and I thought I would chat a while with you. We finished husking our corn 
yesterday and it was just in time for last night the very pleasant weather of the last two weeks 
was suddenly blown clear out of he country by a decidedly cool north winter that has lost none of 
its intensity by a days acquaintance, We have a little snow sprinkled over the ground and should 
it not get warmer will have a good ice by morning -- put [pumpkins?] in the barn today out of the 
way of Jack frost and some of the better ones in the cellar and garret for winter use. Our corn 
crop did not turn out so well as we expected quite some of it did not get ripe in the flat part of the 
field of the last planting, many others complain of the same defect.  In consequence if so much 
soft corn shall feed a young steer that I wanted to keep another year, a fine growing animal that 
would be that time weigh 800 pounds of meat. Have had some rats in our cellar lately for the first 
time since we kept house and find them troublesome stock. to entertain as they help themselves 
to whatever they like and take more than they want to eat as that. Have caught several of them in 
a trap and think we have them all -- Aunt Nancy had a letter from Aunt Eliza a few days since. 
She is well but says that the hard times has reached them and that they are economizing to raise 
money to pay interest and payment on farm in the spring.  Had dried 20 Bu [bushels] peaches 
around the stove and was drying all the apples that she would. Father [Ebenezer Burr] was quite 
poorly again a few days ago and did not sleep for several nights, is better again but feels very 
weak today. Daniel [Daniel Grant] better not put on all the coats that he has as I think that we will 
have colder weather before next harvest. Have not received any answer from the person that I 
wrote to about Virginia land so that the fever is likely to die out for want of fuel to feed upon. The 
land is said to be quite hilly but fertile and the climate such that cattle need not be fed in ordinary 
winter more than 4 months what a saving of labour over making provision for 7 months as you 
have to in Conn. [Connecticut] and we do here almost for the same length of time. Were it a free 
state it would be very speedily taken up and made productive, they have but very few slaves in 
that part of the state: I mean to see it sometime if I live -- A person can not get as good prices for 
produce in countries so far from market but you can raise them at less cost and you can have 
about you almost all the necessaries if life with less outlay of capital and labour than in the older 
settled parts of the country -- but then you miss some of the comforts of society and refinement -- 
Should I ever [...] like several families of my acquaintance to go and settle in the neighbourhood. 
Hope that you will find time to write us a good long letter before long and that Brother will let us 
know how he is getting on -- I will do some ditching should the weather soften a little, and get my 
threshing along as fast as possible. How tired I get sometimes of that which many people are now 
craving and how little we think of the blessings that we enjoy in times of prosperity.  Many will be 
the sufferers that would gladly do something for their daily bread this winter and can not find is to 
do but the fountain of charity will not all dry up and many will still be able to spare of their 



abundance.  Hope that you will have as good thanksgiving and that you may be truly thankful -- 
And that we may be also 
    Affectionately  
     William Hill 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Letter fragment to Daniel Grant, 1861?] 

(4) 
 It is somewhat doubtful whether money can be conveniently collected here for a few 
months to come.  We have had abundant crops, but they do not sell, and such is the agitation of 
the public mind consequent upon the action of the South, that business has come to an 
unexpected stand still.  Exchange on N.Y. [New York] has never been so high as now since the 
fall of 1857 -- some days it is as high as 10 per cent. though usually for the past four weeks from 
six to eight.  Still this state of things cannot, it seems to me, last very long. 
 You will see that I have prepared Caroline's [Caroline Grant Burr] account up to the 23d. 
inst. and that there remains only $38.20 to be paid in order to make out the $600.  The greater 
part of this will be made up by the interest due next June on the $561.80 already invested, indeed 
what is in my hands will make the whole $600 Caroline's at that date.  If possible, I would not 
disturb this investment. 
 Would you like to know something of our weather?  The fall has been very lovely and 
pleasant.  We have had very little cold weather.  One fortnight ago to day it snowed for the first 
time, and since that we have had a little (rather poor) sleighing.  Hoping you may succeed in your 
new business I am your aff. brother   Joel Grant. 
 
P.S. It seems best to state a little more particularly the accounts.  The taxes last year were as you 
state 18.72.  But there were other expenses that brought the amount up to $20.  These I stated in 
a letter to you sometime in March, but will state them again here 
 Taxes ______________ 18.72 
 Percentage & certificate     .78 
 Premium on D.ft _______  .30 
 Postage ______________  .20 
     $20.00 
The money acc.t with Caroline is as follows 
May 23, 1859 D.ft. on N.Y  $300.00 
  Premium on d.o.       3.00 
     $303.00  
Int. on the same from May 23 to    }     21.21  
    Dec 23  7 months at 12 per cent } $324.21 
 
Sept 13. Dft on N.Y.  $200 
 Premium on do       2 
      202 
Int. from Sept. 13. to Dec 23}        
    3 1/3 mos. at 12 per ct.     }  6.74} --208.74 
Amt on hand Dec. 23, 1859  $532.95 
Int. from Dec. 23, 1859 to   }    --63.95 
    Dec 23, 1860 at 12 per ct.}  $596.90 
 

Contra Dr. 
Dec 23, 1859. Paid S. Hubbell ___ $500    } 
June 23, 1860 interest on the above 30     } $561.80} 
Dec 23, 1860 do. do ______  31.80}    
 Exchange on $500 sent to S. Hubble     10.00} $591.80 
March Taxes____________________     20.00} 
 Still in my hands_______________________       5.10 



Mr. H.'s claim is $600 -- and the interest on the $500 is to be paid to him until the $600 is paid 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

La Grange, Tenn. [Tennessee] 
 Dec. 1, 1863.  

Dear Brother,  
 I have found it impossible to ascertain any thing sufficiently definite to warrant my writing 
to you in accordance with any implied promise made in my recent letter to Father. I now take my 
pen rather to satisfy you that the matter is not out of my mind than to give you such definite 
information as I would like to give and you would like to receive.  
 Since I wrote you I have been mainly, at the plantation here, The work connected with it 
draws to a close very slowly. The weather is sometimes too cold to pick cotton -- though as yet 
we have had no snow = and very little ice -- sometimes it is too rainy or muddy & always the days 
are short. I hope we shall be through in a week, however. The crop -- as I told you in a former 
letter -- is very light.  The frost has had upon it the effect which it had on many a corn field at the 
North -- and, but for extravagant price at which cotton sells, the crop would scarcely pay for 
picking.   
 The gentleman who has had special care of the Cotton crop this year will make bare 
wages at a very moderate rate. He was to have two fifths -- be supplying seed &c. he will 
probably get $600 in all. Had the season been good, however, he would have made $10,000 -- 
but he ran all risks of invasion by guerrillas and loss of life or captivity.   
 He has made an arrangement for next year that will probably be a success.  He has 
secured about 400 acres in the vicinity of Memphis, which he is to be allowed to use free of 
charge. He is to be allowed to hire Contrabands (Freedmen, we are learning to call them) at such 
terms as he shall arrange with them, and is to be allowed provisions for them from government, 
on condition of paying for the same at close of the season. He will also be allowed the use of 
unserviceable horses & mules paying for their forage at close of season. The arrangement can 
scarcely fail to be a good one for him. It is one, however, that no other man would be likely to 
secure; and is a part of the fruit which his arduous and faithful labors the present year have 
produced, better than a crop of Cotton would have been.  
 As he will devote himself almost entirely to Cotton, it is possible that I might secure in 
connection with him a position in wh. you could accomplish somewhat. A dairy kept in connection 
with his establishment, would doubtless be profitable if carried on wisely -- not for the purpose of 
making butter & cheese, but to supply Memphis with milk. This article, delivered at houses, 
commands always 10 cts a quart, and in winter more. There are, however, many draw backs to 
the profits which such a price might seem to imply. This is not a country in which nourishing 
grapes grow naturally -- or even with cultivation as they do at the North. There are no fences in 
the vicinity -- soldiers & fences, at least in a [...] country -- cannot co-exist. Cows are scarce, & 
would need to be brought form the North, at considerable expense, and no little risk.  
 Garden vegetables might be cultivated profitably. The demand is practically unlimited, 
and the prices good. The fence difficulty is here as prominent as in the dairy business -- though it 
might probably be conquered by the construction of new fences, well nailed.  I do not suppose 
Mr. Wallace (the gentlemen referred to above) will think it best to take up either of these branches 
of business.  He will cultivate cotton mainly if not solely. This has the advantage of not needing 
fence so much as most other things; since cattle will not readily eat it, nor at all so long as they 
can get grass. of any kind.  
 I mention these things since it seems to me that you cannot safely enter on any thing in 
this direction unless it be of this nature. If you feel inclined to enter upon these things or 
something like them, <let> perhaps you had better write me soon as possible. I cannot say that it 
will be best for you to do this, but I will still keep the matter under consideration.  
 I think you can answer this before I shall leave Memphis.  
 My Reg. is, as I suppose, at Chattanooga now -- and probably participated in the recent 
battle there. With love to you all I am,  
 Your aff. brother,  
  Joel Grant.  



P.S.  I mail for you two Memphis Bulletins -- a daily paper -- in which you may find something to 
interest you. The guerrillas on the river bank and elsewhere are a great annoyance now -- and if 
you were here I do not know but the order requiring the citizens to arm might embrace you.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Mill Brook 
   Conn [Connecticut] 
 

Memphis, Tenn. [Tennessee]  
Jan. 4, 1864.  

Dear Brother,  
 I have now been in Memphis some ten days, and have looked (hitherto in vain) for a 
letter from you. I have reason to fear that a letter of which I have heard, but which I have not been 
able to find, was from you. At all events I have concluded to write you some things which you may 
be glad know and which may be of use to you practically.   
 I am about to leave the Contraband Department, perhaps permanently and go to my 
Regiment, which is now (or was two weeks ago) at Pulaski, Tenn., 175 miles (in a straight line) 
East of Corinth. As the region from Corinth East is not held by our forces, and is unsafe for travel 
(aside from the fact that it has no modes of conveyance) I shall be compelled to go a round about 
way probably by Cairo Louisville and Nashville.  A long route is this -- to Cairo 130 miles (straight) 
to Louisville 225 to Nashville 175, to Pulaski (which lies between Nashville and [Decation?] about 
30 miles North of the latter) 70 miles Total 600 miles in straight lines. (I measure them on a map) 
To this must be added at least two thirds -- making 1000 miles.  
 I have completed my work at La Grange The results [...] have been small. The frost which 
destroyed so many corn fields at the North worked equal disaster with Cotton fields in this 
Latitude.  From our 500 acres of Cotton, which in any ordinary season would have yielded 100 
bales and sometimes 250 we gathered only 5 bales.  These we sold for $1512.50 -- a part at 72 
cts. and a part at 62 1/2 cts. Of course we could not pay the laborers.  We settled with them on 
the principle of the Bankrupt Law at 10 cts. on the dollar -- with which as they <never> had 
always heretofore had 00000 for their wages they were tolerably well satisfied.  Those who 
received most had $17 and those who received least 10 cts.  They for the most part recognized 
that they had been cared for, (at Uncle Sam’s expense -- the $1500 would not have paid one 
sixth of it) and well used, and were willing to try another year’s experiment in the same way -- 
Perhaps they will be able to, but not with me as a leader.  The principal crop we have raised this 
year is one of ideas, and in this particular we have been successful -- we have shown that 
negroes, can & will work as freemen.  I am satisfied.  A small crop (100 bales) would have given 
us $30.000 -- more than paying all expenses -- while an abundant crop 250 bales would have 
made for us $75.000, In any case no portion of it would have been mine, and as it has resulted it 
is fortunate it was not to be.  
 Jan. 6. The weather has been unprecedentedly cold for the past 6 days.  The last day of 
Dec. was stormy -- first rain then snow -- then a freeze -- and at day light New Years’ morning the 
Thermometer was 10 [degrees] below Zero.  Several instances of death by freezing resulted -- 
among the most distressing of which was that of a party of soldiers sent out from Fort Pillow the 
night of Dec. 31, to arrest smugglers -- The whole party are probably dead by this time -- and five 
of them including the Lieut. who commanded them were dead New Years morning frozen stiff.  
The rest were so far gone that at the latest news no hope was indulged of their recovery.  It is 
probably that hundreds of negroes have perished.  There has scarcely been an hour of thaw 
since the year came in, and the roads where much travelled are smooth as a floor and hard as 
ice. 
 I came on board a Steam Boat to day to go to Cairo -- but the ice is so abundant in the 
river, floating down in large cakes, that our Captain is slow in starting, <We> and the Boat is likely 
to be slower in making the trip.  It is said that navigating is already closed, both in the Ohio and 
Mississippi, above Cairo, and though river men affirm that below Cairo it is never closed yet a few 



more days like the last six would render it very difficult.  The water is unusually low, which renders 
the case worse.   
 When I began this letter I thought I had found an opening for you <to> but it seems that I 
had not.  It was a chance to cut wood from an Island near Memphis.  The place has since been 
taken by Government to get wood for R. Roads.  All enterprises of this kind have in them a good 
deal of uncertainty and I felt it undesirable to have you come to a point where I could not help you 
either by counsel, or influence with the military authorities who, even more than civil authorities, 
need careful handling.  Still the opportunity seemed so good that I had determined to advice you 
to take it if I could complete arrangements.  <As you> It was a chance to cut wood at the rate of 
50 cts a cord from about 100 acres of heavy timber.  The cutting and piling on the bank would 
cost about $1.25 & when seasoned it would sell at $3.50 or $4.  Several draw backs would attend 
upon the scheme -- among them the influence of floods which might at any time stop the work, 
and if not well guarded against, carry off the wood.  The laborers must be paid, before the wood 
would season, requiring considerable capital to do work enough to come so far from home.  The 
fact, too, that the Govt. makes soldiers of able bodied negroes, who must <do the> must do the 
chopping would greatly increase the difficulties -- for labor would be scarce.  
 A good many people are coming from the North to engage in Cotton culture.  Some of 
them will do very well, others will lose all, money, health and life.  
 I think it probable that I may yet be able to find something for you.  I would like to have 
you write me how much money you could invest.  I suppose it must be comparatively small -- and 
for many reasons should be so used as to be reasonably safe from loss.  Whatever I owe you, I 
hold myself ready to advance on reasonable notice -- I suppose it does not exceed $200 -- 
probably is not so much but in the tempest tossed life I am in I cannot keep accounts, and lose 
my memoranda three or four times a year.   
 Write me as below 

 Your aff. brother 
  J. Grant 

  Chaplain 12th Ill. Inf.  
  Pulaski Tenn 

Jan 7. We started to day at 1 P.M. Progress slow and a good deal probability we shall have to 
return to Memphis.  Weather still cold river full of ice.  
Jan 11.  We are at last so near Cairo -- (8 miles) that I may assume we shall soon be there.  We 
have had a long and difficult trip -- though not particularly unpleasant.  The weather has been 
very cold but we have been comfortable.  I finish this letter and will mail it as soon as I arrive.  
With much love to Father, Mother, Caroline, Marcus & the children I am your aff. brother Joel 
Grant.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Austinburg, Sept. 6th, 864. 
My dear Aunt,  
 Some time ago I took a letter from the office directed to mother, which as she had gone 
to Iowa I forwarded to her there.  I took the liberty to open the letter, thinking it might contain 
something for me, and can testify that the draft came safely.  
 Today I had another good full letter, containing also one <another> from Eddie to mother.  
I will certainly write to Abbie before long, but today I feel like writing to you.  
 Mother started west the 11th of Aug. with a large part of our goods & had a prosperous 
journey, and arrived in Grinnell in pretty good health.  The boys had rented a small house near 
the farm, and she expected to keep house there for them, but became so homesick, and so 
discouraged at the prospect of building at the present high prices, that she made herself almost 
sick by worrying and seemed so changed from her former self, that the boys were alarmed for her 
health, and almost feared she would become insane.  Under the circumstances they concluded it 
was best for her to come back with her goods, and for them to sell out their stock and abandon 
the project of improving their farm any further at present.  On the sheep they took out in July, they 
have cleared $700 profit, and they expect to sell their other stock to good advantages.  They have 
also a fine crop of corn and a $100 worth of hay, so that they feel well paid for their summer’s 



work -- But mother is so distressed in view of her discouraging circumstances and reproaches 
herself so much for having made such a mistake, that it does seem as if she never could be 
contented and happy again. -- 
 We have [...] home here, and it is a question pressing heavily upon my mind just now, 
what we would better do.  Thedie came with mother, and we three would constitute quite a family, 
and besides one or more of the older boys would be likely to be with us occasionally.  But I have 
made all my plans to go to Painesville after this term, and it is not certain we shall any of us want 
to be here long.  We can not now rent any very desirable house, and would it be best for us to 
buy under the circumstances?  Both my brothers-in law offer mother a home with them for the 
present, or indeed as long as she chooses to stay, and Thedie could board at the Institution and 
go to school.  But would mother be contented long with such an arrangement?  I confess that I 
am much concerned for her.  I fear that unless affairs take quite a favorable turn, she will never 
get over the breaking up of our family and her own unfortunate move to the west.  We all try to 
take as cheerful a view of it as possible, and to make her feel that no one will blame her, but she 
can not seem to see any thing but poverty and ruin before her and the family.  
 I think that $500 would fully cover the loss, in expense of moving and sacrifice upon sale 
of furniture, and the estate has suffered several greater losses within the last ten years, which 
none of us though of, worrying about, but this mother thinks is the greatest mistake any body ever 
made.    
 I wish that something could be done to divert her mind from dwelling upon this subject, 
and have thought that if it would be convenient and pleasant for her to visit her friends in 
Colibrook, especially if she could be made to feel that it would be a satisfaction to them to see 
her, and that she could do any good by going -- it would be the best thing in the world for her.  
She is now with my sister Jones -- I spent the day with her yesterday (she got into Ashtabula 
Saturday night), but she seems not to have any plan for the future, or any more idea that I have 
what is best.  
 Do not let what I have written alarm you.  I trust mother will seem more like herself, when 
she gets rested.  Meantime I may not hear from you, or if you choose will not write to mother?  I 
have though that if Abbie was gone mother might relieve you of some of your cares if she should 
go to grand [...] awhile.  Please remember me affectionately to each and all of your dear family.  
 With much love 

Mary E Banister 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
     Little Rock, Ark. [Arkansas] 
     March 15, 1865 
 
Dear Brother Daniel [Daniel Grant], 
 Your letter of the 27th ult came to me yesterday, having been forwarded from Memphis on 
the 7th of this month. It was long since I had heard from you, except a vague report that you had 
gone to the coal regions, but in what part of the country I had no idea. Even now (as I have no 
map at hand) my views of the position of Titusville are very indefinite, but in due time I shall find 
out.  
 The <coal> oil interest is not yet in a growing state here. We hear nothing of it, and know 
nothing about it. As, however, the whole country seems to be underlaid with it (i.e. wherever there 
is coal) I presume it will yet be found here. At present there is too much of a struggle going on, 
and besides the cotton interest is so strong that it leaves no room for any other to grow. This is 
one of the best cotton regions away from the Mississippi and though there is but little land that is 
safe for tillage, yet there is a great rush for such as is open for that purpose. 
 I do not therefore see that I am likely to be able to help you in the oil matter. For your 
sake, however, I will give the matter attention though I know nothing about it more than the babe 
untravelled. I would like a good oil lamp because I could save $2 or $3 a month by its use but I 
have not yet developed a taste for oil speculations. 
 I hardly know what to write about such matters for I have not thought enough of them to 
form any opinion. I hope you may do well, though I suppose you are aware (your letter indicates 



it) that for some of us speculation is a dangerous road to travel. It is full of risks to any one, 
though a good judgment in business is doubtless a great help. If you can get $5000 you may feel 
that you have done a good thing even if $1000 would not come amiss. 
 I am engaged at present looking to the interests of colored schools in this state—a 
business that [Mr. Pastington] would say was more disturbing to the oilfactories (olfactories) than 
any other. However we do not hear so much of the “stinking negroes” as we once did, and as 
they get more used to freedom, probably we shall cease to hear of them. I inclose a slip of 
newspaper that will let you know something of the extent of my field. There are really but four 
points yet open in the state, and they are a great way apart. This point, Pine Bluff 50 miles below 
on the Arkansas river, DuVall’s Bluff 45 miles east on the White River, and Helena on the 
Mississippi. At these points we have now schools with <1300> 1267 pupils. Probably the number 
will be tripled before another year. 
 I have had a severe and dangerous attack of Pneumonia this winter. It came upon me 
Jan 24, and when I escaped the crisis left me with a very bad cough, from which I have scarcely 
recovered yet, though I am much better.  The weather is pleasant now, except the frequent rains. 
Peach trees are in blossom and garden vegetables will soon be in season. The worst of it is, that 
where soldiers are, none of these can be safely raised. 
 Every thing here would remind you of California prices. Butter 90c & $1 a pound, eggs $1 
a doz., flour $25 to $35 a bbl. &c.  
 Abby is at Cairo in Soldiers’ Home; John, our son, is at Beloit, and at last news was well; 
Willie (poor boy) is at Lockport, and thus, as a family, we are scattered and broken. It seems best 
at present, but I hope a more desirable state of things will be developed ere long. While the war 
lasts I want to be a part of it, if in reason I can. 
 My Reg. is with Sherman, I cannot tell where. I left it just as they started from Atlanta on 
the grand move to Savannah. Wondrous things have been done since then.  
 Remember me to Caroline when you write, as I presume you often do, and write me often 
even though but briefly, especially when you change your P.O. or meet with any good or bad 
luck. If you make a thousand dollars let me know, if you lose all, or a part, of what you risk, let me 
know. Direct as below, 
    Your aff. brother 
    Chaplain J. Grant 
    care of Major W. G. Sargent 
    Little Rock, Ark. 
 
P.S. Did you know that the pop of Titusville in 1850 was only 243. I have just seen it in the 
Census. I presume it has more than that of oil hunters and speculators now. Happening to lay my 
hands on the Compendium of the Census for 1860, I find a few items respecting Titusville, Oil 
City, &c. the former of which is stated to be on Oil Creek. It says that Mssrs. Bowditch and Drake 
of New Haven commenced operations there in 1857, and in Aug. 1859 , a fountain was reached 
at 71 feet that yielded 400 gallons daily. Before the close of 1860, these were about 2000 wells 
and borings yielding daily 1165 bbls. of crude oil &c.  
 
Mrs. Caroline Grant 
 Dear Sister, 
 I did not notice until I had written the above, hastily, that Daniel requested me to write 
through you at Flemington [New Jersey]. <I hope> It is not too late to make the correction. I 
received one week since a very pleasant letter from Marcus, telling me of the state of affairs at 
home, of Father’s and Mother’s condition &c. I shall answer it soon. 
 I have just made out the full returns from our scattered colored schools in Ark. for the 
month of January. They number 11 with 22 teachers and 1267 pupils who paid during that month 
about $650 for tuition. After meeting all expenses for rent, fuel, school furniture &c. there remains 
net income $440. This is the day of small things but it is a good beginning and highly 
encouraging. Remember me to Mr. Hill and Mary, and let me have another of your valued letters. 
   Your aff. brother 
    Joel Grant. 
 



[Newspaper article from Arkansas Journal, March 8, 1865, clipped to letter: “Colored Schools in 
Arkansas.” It closes: “The above facts are gathered from Chaplain J. Grant, who is appointed 
Superintendent of these schools, but whose plans have been much interrupted by a serious 
illness that came upon him while visiting the schools at Pine Bluff.”] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Envelope return address] 
Soldier’s Letter 
J. Grant 
Chaplain 12th Ill Inf. 
 
[Addressed to] 
Mr. Daniel Grant 
Charleston 
Kanawah Co 
W. Virginia 
 
     Little Rock, Ark. 
      May 29, 1865 
 
Dear Brother, 
 Your letters of April 4th (Flemington) and May 20th (Parkersburg) are in my hands – the 
last recd to day. Thank you for the information they contain. The last seems to imply that you are 
about to buy a farm at the rate of $5 an acre. Of course I can form no opinion as to its value, 
though I would prefer a country not so hilly and rough as you represent that to be. But even this 
decides nothing – land may be smooth and worth nothing and so the other way. 
 I must confess my inability to give advice even to this hour. There is no excitement about 
oil in this state as yet, and there could not be because war has been the business until quite 
recently and it has not been safe to travel out of military protection. Agriculture has languished. 
Now, however, it is beginning to revive and no doubt there will be a great stir in due time. I can 
only say at present that there are projects for colonies on foot, and as the state is large, and 
probably about a third fit good land, and room enough on that to accommodate several times the 
population the state ever had, there will be a great movement beyond all doubt. Two reasons 
(among several more) keep me from acting. First I have no money to render it possible. My 
expenses are great personally, for since I have been in Ark. [Arkansas], living has been higher 
than in any place I have ever before occupied – the cost of my two children is enormous for a 
man of little means, and I have mostly made up my mind that God does not intend I should ever 
have much if anything. He gives me a great deal – sums that are astonishing, but like a snow 
storm borne on the North wind to-day, and melted by the South wind to-morrow, it all vanishes in 
a little time, or melts as it falls. So I cannot do much if I would, Then I find it impossible to know 
the facts of a case in season to act. There have been sales in this place within the past month of 
some $800,000 worth of property – wh. in all scarce brought $50,000 – part of it under the act of 
Confiscation Act, and part of it under the Act for collecting taxes – in which had I had money in 
hand I could have put myself by the use of $2000 in probable possession of $10,000. But I have 
bought nothing, for the reasons already stated.  
 If you have not already purchased (and I know not whether to hope you have or not) 
perhaps you had better come to Ark. and see what can be done – or let me know what amount 
you would like to expend here, and I can select an agent who will expend it wisely – or not 
foolishly. For myself I shall leave the country after three or four weeks for a time at least. 
 If I were to determine to take any steps to make money I think I would take advantage of 
the Homestead Act, and take one of Uncle Sam’s farms, go into the wilderness, and start anew. 
But I cannot make up my mind to do such a thing and deem it better (probably) to stick to my 
profession, to whose ills I am accustomed, and which has hitherto given me bread (not the best) 
to eat, and clothes (not the finest) to wear than fly to <all?> untried ills. I am not in all things a 
coward, but in this I am, I confess.  



 I am glad to know that Dr. Patterson has traced the genealogy of our family & will send 
$10 to help him through. I am willing to do this in the hope that in some way we can find some 
way to link our family to the hero of the age. Lieut. Gen. Grant, though if the examination should 
prove there is no such connection, I still would like to promote the investigation & will send 
another $10 if necessary. I will send $10 to Marcus in a few days. 
 You will regret that I can do no more to promote your wishes -- but not more than I do.  
 We are doing a great work for the Freedman of Ark. I inclose a slip of a paper (Christian 
Times a Baptist paper of Chicago, May 11) containing one certificate of this. Others appear in the 
correspondence of visitors to this country, but I cannot now lay my hand upon them, and if I could 
you would not care to read them.  
 I am much better in health than at any time before since my illness in January. 
 I believe all your letters have come safely Hope this will reach you & that you will 
acknowledge at once. With love to all your household, I am, 
 
     Your aff brother 
      Joel Grant 
     care of Major W. G. Sargent 
     Little Rock, Ark. 
 
[Clipping headed “On the Arkansas River.” is a letter from Chas. Hill Roe. It closes: “P.S. Capt. 
Mallory, at Pine Bluff, Maj. Sargent and the Rev. Joel Grant, at Little Rock are doing a noble work 
for the freedmen of Arkansas.”] 
      

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Flemington [New Jersey] Sept 27 1866 
Dear Sisters,  
 This is fair week and in the middle of the day the store is almost as quiet as Sunday and 
our streets are almost deserted of the mass that come to see the show --  Yesterday we had a 
very heavy rain and every one thought our fair which commenced on tuesday would be nothing 
but to day is remarkably fine and though the ground is muddy the turn out is tremendous 
exceeding any former fair and they will hold over one day longer than they intended to at first  
Sam is going this afternoon and the others will not go until tomorrow on account of the wet 
ground -- 
 They have a fine show of cattle, Horses, Sheep -- Fancy articles & many other things.  
We send nothing for exhibition.  Have not had any frost yet and if it stays away a few days longer 
we will have the best crop of buckwheat that we have had for several years and the fall pasture is 
remarkably fine -- 
 We thought it best for Sam not to come now as his french and German lessons had 
commenced again and the other school begins first of october and we were not prepared to have 
him start immediately.  Hope he and E will have some opportunities to visit each other yet  I did 
not write you about E as to our store because things were about as they were when I last wrote 
upon that subject.  We have two boys on hand at present and have changed somewhat in having 
boys to commence upon outside work. -- If Edward can find place to suit him think as a general 
rule it holds good that young men do better when they are with comparative strangers than with 
any of their connections or intimate friends as far as business goes and I know of others that think 
so --  
We would have taken Edward at anytime that we had an opening and if he is not satisfied where 
he is and we are so situated as to want a hand will remember him and I would say to him that if 
he goes into the store he must put his whole mind into the business and not think he has too 
much to do and to do something that he does not like but must conquer all such pride and be 
earnest and polite towards all customers though he will have his patience severely tried 
sometimes -- 
I have never learned to like the business thoroughly perhaps from not commencing young 
enough and from having such a taste for out door life  Don't see why Erastus cannot make an 
effort and come and see us at least once -- 



I think his Mary would enjoy the trip and if E does not bring her I shall try and persuade her to 
come down with me the next time that I come -- Wish that I had time to make a visit your way  I 
do so enjoy the beauties of the country but must deny myself -- thought at one time that Mary 
would go but guess she has given it up. for this fall -- 
Little Carrie has a present of a doll from Miss Jacot and is very happy with it, dressing it in nice 
new dresses that Minnie & Miss Jacot have made for it, and putting it to ben &c -- We are all well 
except Mary who has turned farmer and sometimes over does the matter nothing serious but 
worries some of the life and spirits out of her self and dont know any better.  I love a little elegant 
leisure and take it whenever it comes handy without my conscience being disturbed believing it is 
right, useful and desirable and that in the end we can do as much for our sel[v]es & others 
      In haste 

Yours truly will kind remembrances to all  
W Hill [William Hill] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mrs. Caroline Grant 
   Flemington 
   New Jersey 
Mr. A.O. Pinney  
Apr. ’69.  Sends Pay’t Wagon 
   MillBrook  Tuesday Morng  Apl. 20./69 
Cousin Caroline 
 We have many thanks to give for your kind letter which came direct – of the enclosed 
draft Marcus furnishes Twelve Doll. in pay’t of indebtedness –  
 The remainder ($20) is for the wagons, which has been transferred to the Pinney farm – 
Should it appear that this is not enough, more will be added when you come to Colebrook – But 
this may be better than at Auction in Winsted – The Axles are iron and appear strong – as does 
the box also – tire and rims of wheels somewhat worn – and a little behind the times as you know 
-  
 Items of news are not plenty or of special interest – The papers will have given you the 
result of our State Election if in that you felt an interest – Democracy has come out second best to 
say the least –  
 But in our little town of Colebrook it was otherwise – Here money and whiskey prevailed 
by a very small majority –  
 The Sugar Season did not commence till the first of the month (April) and has just closed, 
with rather an abundant yield.  Wish you and your Jersey friends could have been here to test the 
quality while warm from the boilers – our folks have made 450 lbs. while Martin & Susan say they 
have made 800. 
 The spring season as you know has been cold and late – Snow has been visible in all 
directions – and is not all gone yet though wasting somewhat rapidly of late in the few warm days. 
 We find our new partners in business very pleasant as yet – think we shall like them – at 
any rate we mean to if possible 
 Elizabeth promises to write you ere long – I hope she will – But if she fails to you will not 
be disappointed, since as you know she does not wield the pen of a ready writer – or is slow to 
fulfill promises – Please remember us kindly to Mr & Mrs Hill and family – not forgetting that for 
yourself good wishes are ever in store at this end of the line – Respectfully 

A.O. Pinney 
Please acknowledge the rec’t of this 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Adrian Mich. Mar. 6th '71. 
 
Mrs. Grant, 
 Dear Madam 



  Yours of the 2nd inst. is at hand.  In reply I would say that the place, consisting of 
33 acres, is still for sale for three thousand, five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) 
 The two orchards taken together contain about 300 trees; an equal number in the new 
and old.  
 There is about a half an acre of "Davison's Thornless Black-cap Raspberries." A very 
choice kind, for which we paid at the rate of $50.0 for 1000 in New Jersey.  One half an acre of 
Strawberries.  The varieties are Wilson's Albany Seedling and the Green Prolific, the kinds that 
we have found, from experience, to be the best for market.  We sold 1100 qts. last year -- but 
there are more vines this year to pick over.   
 There is nearly a quarter of an acre of Asparagus.  We sold a little over a hundred dollars 
($100) worth from the bed last year.  The place contains between 5 and 6 hundred evergreens; 
 We sell three hundred dollars ($300) worth of plants yearly from the hot-beds and hot-
house: and this trade properly managed can be increased, easily to $500.00.  The average 
income has been about a $1000.00 yearly.  But with sufficient help and proper attention we think 
it might be made $1500.00 
 Work can be commenced at any time on the place between <now> this and the first of 
next month; or the middle of next month, to advantage.  I think I spoke to you of the water power 
on the place. 
 I should prefer that you would examine the place that you may see for yourself before 
making any bargain.  My terms are $2000.00 down and a mortgage on the place for the 
remaining $1500.00.  If we can close a bargain under these considerations I shall be very happy 
to sell to you. 
 I shall want to hear from you immediately; or know your conclusion by the 15th of March; 
as one of our neighbors is very anxious to purchase the same; and it will be necessary for us to 
know as soon as that in order to make preparations for the sale before moving. 
 Hoping to hear from you soon  I remain 
  Yours, very respectfully 
   Lydia Jones 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
    Flemington [New Jersey] July 27 1876 
Dear Sister 
 It is a long time since I have written you and now want a little information about the 
Potato crop in your part of the Country. Wish you would ask Uncle Collar about the price of new 
potatoes & whether they are ready for market. Here we have no vegetables of any kind on 
account of the very severe & protracted dry weather. 
 I went to N York [New York] yesterday to buy potatoes, turnips, cabbage tomatoes & 
squashes, found them of good quality but not very cheap—Our crops will all be very light & corn 
nothing unless we have rain within a very short time. I had 96 Bu of oats from 4 acres and they 
only weigh 26 ½ lb per bu. Shall have enough to last my horse through the year. Pasture as 
brown as a [counter?] and feed meal to cow twice a day. 
 We never have had such a poor garden in the 27 years that we have kept house. 
 Our house is pretty full from top to bottom, but we get along pretty comfortably since the 
weather has become cooler! 
 The first night we slept in the attic it was like the torrid zone, but now the nights are cool.  
 Have had no rain to wet the ground for about six weeks and all the showers go either 
north or south of us. 
 We were all glad to see Ed but sorry that he could not stay longer. Expect he has told you 
all about the Centenial. I do not think Mary & J can go before the middle of October.  
 I think I would almost enjoy a week among the hills of Mass as the Centenial, but expect 
it would not do not to go when we are so near by and have friends in the City with whom we can 
stay.  
 We find our boarders quite as pleasant as we expected and hope we shall be able to 
please them. 
 Mr. Vansyokle has a team of horses & driver. They stay at the Hotel in the Village.  



 They go out riding once every day & sometimes twice. 
 Last Saturday, I had a holiday & took out Carrie [Caroline Lynette Burr]. Mrs. Earl & Miss 
Bethel in the morning, & Mary & Allie in the evening, it was a pleasant day & we all enjoyed it.  
 Had a letter from [M …] forepart of the week she was well happy & doing pretty well with 
her studies. Has been examined in French and was complimented by the teacher upon her 
proficiency in the Language. Sam has had a felon on his left hand doing nothing for more than a 
week, so that I had the milking to do & water to draw from the well in the field for five cows. Our 
well at the barn has been dry for about 10 days. Sam has gone to work again today – How did 
you all stand the extreme heat? And are you through your haying? We shall have wheat enough 
off of our little farm to give us bread for the year to come. 
 Nothing in the way of news about town. Dinner is nearly ready so will turn myself to 
sharpening the carving knife cutting this letter short. 
 With love to all I am yours truly, 
  William Hill  
 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Post card addressed to:]  Mrs. Carrie Grant, 
    Clayton, 
    Berkshire Co. 
     Mass. [Massachusetts] 
 
      309 Gates av. 
       Oct. 8. 1880. 
My Dear Friend; --  
 I expect you are as busy as a bee but you can find time for one word.  We had a pleasant 
ride home -- found your lunch very acceptable and "Dick" enjoyed his chickweed while it kept 
fresh.  We got in the coal and plants yesterday.  I am saving Aunt some seeds.  When do you go 
on your visit?  Let me hear from you 
 With love yours Fannie. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

New Marlboro', Mass. [Massachusetts] 
       Apr. 23, '91 

Mr. Plumb Brown 
 Dear cousin, 
  Will you be so good as to give your opinion about the prospect of wood land 
improving in price within say 10 yrs.  We would be glad to hear soon as consistent & feel greatly 
obliged. 
 Yours truly, 
  Caroline Grant. 
 You may if you have a chance speak with Erastus about it. please -- 
[In other pen and/ handwriting:] over 
 
      Norfolk, April 28th 1891 
  My Dear Cousin 
 I do not see any prospect of improvement in price of woodland in 10 years as <our> on 
the Furnace Co's -- which have been our principal market in the part -- are at present supplied 
with cheap coal by rail and have thousands of acres of wood growing in the mountains now 
getting ready to cut The Line Co's are makin an increased demand which seems to be readily 
supplied at a low price  The fact is our Farms are all growing up to bushes and wood which the 
farmers are selling at about the price of cutting and hauling to market. 
 Yours Truly Plumb Brown 
  over 



 
[On other half first side] Your letter happened in an unusually busy time for me on the saw mill.  I 
have not had opportunity to see Erastus and my opinion may be very wide of the mark as I am 
out of business almost -- <such as it is.>   
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]   Mrs. Daniel Grant 
    New Marlboro’ 
    Mass.  <CHICAGO> 
[Printed return address] THE HARVARD SCHOOL 
    2101 Indiana Ave., Cor. 21st Street 
    CHICAGO, Ill. 
[Printed letterhead except for date] 
    The Harvard School 
    2101 Indiana Ave. Cor. 21st Street 
John J. Schobinger, 
John C. Grant 
 Principals.   Chicago, June 28, 1890 
My dear Aunt Caroline: 
 Your long and interesting letter of some time ago gave me a great deal of pleasure, 
because it was proof that I had not entirely escaped your mind; it was also a source of deep 
regret to know of Cousin Edward’s poor health. 
 I trust that long before this things have changed in that respect and that he is enjoying all 
the blessings that there are.  
 I often think of you and Uncle Daniel snugly settled on your farm – a rather small one I 
believe, but probably large enough.  It has been my hope to get to see you when in Mill Brook, 
but each time there have been obstacles which made it impossible.  At some future time I may be 
more fortunate.  
 Long as Mr. Burr & Abby have been in Beloit I have not seen them, but yesterday I wrote 
them to come and spend a few days in idleness with me here.  I hope for a favorable reply in a 
day or two.  I have heard from others that Abby is not very strong.  The school is prospering 
under Mr. Burrs management. 
 Remember me affectionately to Uncle Daniel and Edward. 
    Most sincerely 
     John C. Grant 

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
 Bittersweet  Sept 21/’85 

 
Dear Sister 
 For fear of forgetting about Honeysuckle I have sat down right after dinner to say that you 
can possibly raise them from cuttings but the best & easiest way is to lay down a shoot and cover 
it lightly with dirt pegging it down with a stick – so that it will stay in place. Ours takes root itself 
whenever a shoot runs on the ground and we can find one or more rooted most any time. It also 
grows freely from seed, as we have two or 3 that have come up under the trees where the birds 
have carried the seeds. 
 Wish you could have had some of the nice Bartlett pears that we had hard time to give 
away and eat up. Had 1 ¾ Bushels off of our own trees and John [Cafones?] gave us nearly ½ 
Bu. They ripened so rapidly that we could not use them all & so gave some away -- & canned all 
we wanted. All gone now – Some [seakels?] that are good now. We have had some beautiful 
weather lately and Oh what dust the peach wagons make. The dust fly thickly every afternoon. 
 I have been pretty [well?] most all summer, was a little out of sorts while Mrs. was  away, 
but not so but that could attend to P.O. had to be there more hours because Carrie could not 



send out afternoon mail. Chalmers helps [D?] some early mornings and in the evening. We have 
lost of extra mail in peach time, both letters and circulars – 
 We expect Mrs. Blair back this afternoon, how long she will stay do not know. Mrs. Brown 
& Emma are still with us 
 We had help by the day considerable while Mrs. was away – and got along quite 
comfortably most of the time. Mrs. Brown seems fond of Sophie and would watch her on the lawn 
often for Abbie. She is a dear little child very fond of flowers and out door life. We let her run out 
as much as we can in fine weather. 
 Has been remarkably cool all summer for a [ …] 
 Our fair (Agricultural) comes of this week but I fear it will not be large as it is so dusty. 
 Sorry you do not feel able to care for a cow. We get so much good from ours. For 2 or 3 
weeks we sold six dollars worth of cream besides what we used ourselves. Last week churned 
about 18 lb butter. We milk 3  –2 of them had calves 6 mo ago about. We are raising 2 calves on 
the skim milk and some cake mean added.  Cos. John Capner gave one to Chalmers. The other 
is Daisy’s 3rd calf. She has given us 3 heifer calves at which we are greatly pleased. 
 Our crop of Lima Beans has been excellent and we have enough to use daily for some 
days yet. Raised in garden about 8 or 9 Bu. Potatoes & has several Bu of good apples so that we 
have bought but 1 Bu since Red Astrachan began to ripen. 
 Hope Uncle Erastus will not have much Rheumatism as it is hard to bear. I had quite 
some Sciatica last winter and have a twinge now & then this fall but hope it will not stay by me. 
 Sorry Uncle E. Can do so little work. Do not know how I could stand it to be so that I 
could not work considerable out of doors, have always loved garden work and flowers. Have 
some very pretty roses now and verbenas – Heliotrope China Asters – will be sorry when Jack 
Frost lays them low. 
 You report quite a crop of hay. Hay crop here very short. We had 2 ½ acres of Hungarian 
grass that was good but our old sods were very short & thin. Sophie got into Pantry & stole & eat 
more than half a Peach this morning before her mother knew it. She has had little tastes before 
when they were beaching for tea – Min enjoyed her trip to Phila – Cousin T’s people were getting 
ready to move into a house he has recently purchased. 
 We had nice visit from Sophie Hill some days ago. We always enjoy having her with us. 
She is so kind, thoughtful & helpful, and the baby does not seem to forget her from one time to 
another. Think if you look sharply about the roots of your Honeysuckle you will find some of it 
rooten.  
 Now I think this will be enough of an infliction for one time and I will go for some weeds 
that ought to have been dug up long ago. 
 Expect some will have twice enough on hand for all such things as no doubt when my 
time expires in Dec or before. President Cleveland will appoint some good [ …] Democrat in my 
place.  
 What then, do not know. 
 Love from all to both of you and hope you will be comfortable & happy longtime to come. 
   Affectionately, 
 
    William Hill 
 
Don’t you enjoy 1 ounce letters for 2 cents. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
 


