
Subject: Courtship Weddings & Newlyweds   
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Ebenezer Burr 
   Norfolk 
   Litchfield Co.  
   Conn. [Connecticut] 
 

Prairieville [Wisconsin] June 2, 1843 
 

My dear Parents, Sister & Brothers,  
 We are now in Wisconsin at cousin Levi’s [Levi Grant].  I can’t realize it I dont seem 
possible.  We arrive this morning about 9 oclock were received quite cordially by Mr. & Mrs. Grant 
who said they had been looking for us two or three weeks Levi is not quite as tall or large as 
Daniel, blazing red hair freckled face & hands, butternut colored eyes, Smooth voice  & 
converses very well — his wife [Lucinda Octavia Tryton Grant] about my height perhaps a little 
taller rather more fleshy, though her face not much if any larger — complexion neither very dark 
or light hair dark as my own, blue eyes very mild, pretty voice, looks a little like Catie Wright but 
prettier <though perhaps not much more than I do> her name was Lucinda Tryon — parents now 
reside in Ohio — removed thither from Southington Hartford Co. Conn [Connecticut] am really 
quite pleased with her — think I shall enjoy her society considerably — age 22 last March her 
husband 25 last Sept — They have been married more than 2 1/2 years — have a little daughter 
Frances Augusta 11 months runs around — fat little thing — black eyes — rather sandy hair — 
quite large & active for one of her age — 
 It is now nearly 1/2 past 7 Friday eve — laid my writing aside an hour or so during a 
shower of rain & hail, accompanied by wind, thunder & lightning — they say such storms are 
frequent & violent some think so much thunder & lightning to be attributed to the minerals 
abounding here Mrs. Grant & myself were alone our husbands being gone to Milwaukie 
[Milwaukee, Wisconsin] for our goods — I felt very calm this time but dread them some 
 Sat. morn. Daniel & Levi started for Milwaukie yesterday after dinner & will not probably 
be at home until to day noon — we rise about 6. had for breakfast some codfish very nice — 
potato mashed warm wheat cake & butter & tea. Lucinda is now getting her little child asleep — 
 I suppose you feel anxious to know about our journey — I will first briefly say we left 
Albany Sat. noon reached Buffalo in one week from that time sailed from B [Buffalo]. Sat P.M. 
arrived at Milwaukie Thursday Morn 15 days from the time we left home had on the whole a very 
pleasant prosperous time — what was the most vexatious was being detained in Albany nearly 2 
days before starting & then getting along so very slow on the canal boat — suppose we might just 
as well have been in Buffalo a day or two sooner I do not feel nearly as tired as I anticipated — 
but about as usual — very well — 
 Our passage here has cost us <between 50> 61 dollars & little more D [Daniel]. has an 
exact account from Albany to Buffalo ‘twas nearly $18 — our fare $3 each & board ourselves — 
freight nearly $12 — little more than 26 hundred. 45 cts. hund. From B [Buffalo]. to Milwaukie the 
freight exclusive of the wagon was called 15 barrel bulk — $1 barrel & the waggon $5 making $20 
for freight from Buf [Buffalo] our fare from B [Buffalo]. was $9 each  — deck passage — cabin 
passage would have been twice as much — it would have been much more pleasant but think we 
shall be glad of our $11 or $13 saved — Daniel was not sick at all on the Lake — & I not but very 
little — it cost us little more than $6 getting from Milwaukie here — storage of the goods in M 
[Milwaukie] $1.50 — horse hire to come here $150  — D [Daniel].& L [Levi]. stay in M [Milwaukie]. 
& our [...] $3 & more — & now after we have fairly got here Daniel has left $184 — for which he 
owes no one — he has also that $100. note of his father — 
 It was not very convenient for me to write much on the boat, so I just noted down a little 
now & then on a slip of paper which I will transcribe after writing a little before we left Albany — 
We just drove up to Mr. Butlers & talked a few moments with Jennette she said Ann Phelps was 
going to Chicago soon 90 miles from us — called at the school house & <just> said “Good Bye” 
to Desiah — as we passed along a little below Mr. Sam Gaylords Daniel sung Bounding Billows 



&c. several verses — some quite pretty & appropriate — it did me good — perhaps you can get 
them of some one — The first day as you probably learned of Joel, D [Daniel]. rode with him 
some leaving me to drive then Joel rode with me a little way saw no pleasanter farms coming to 
Wisconsin than in Sheffield & beyond — the next morning Joel & I went on to Albany 26 miles 
had a good visit reached there about 10 — called at a public house where I remained until 2 
o’clock then I went on board the canal boat. Brockport, Capt. Chappel <Capt> when we reached 
Albany Joel went immediately to ascertain about a passage for us. Daniel arrived with the goods 
past 12 — & for some reason I was taken to the boat without looking for any carpet filling — J 
[Joel Grant] said he would get some I want to know about it I did not get any sacking for the 
settee because I thought we could get it here without the money & Joel said he presume ‘twould 
be as cheap.  Soon after we went onto the boat Jo [Joel]. came down & almost immediately word 
was given that we were to go to the other side of the river — So he bid us good bye & hastened 
out — an hour or so after Capt. brought from him a note saying that he had been looking at some 
stoves & thought twould be well for us to get one — D. [Daniel] looked & purchased one for $16 
— funnel two spit boxes $5. I think it a very pretty stove — should think rather smaller than Uncle 
Silas’ & much handsomer — 
 The furniture of the stove consists of a tin boiler with copper bottoms, a copper tea kettle 
larger than ours at home a pot. larger than yours an iron kettle not very heavy which will hold 
about 8 quarts — a spider very pretty & not as heavy as ours — an iron dripping pan — two long 
tin platters for pies, two 3 pint basins & a dipper which holds about a pint with a handle going 
straight up for several inches & then curved — 
 When we went on the boat the Capt. said he should start that night or the next morning 
— but he waited & waited for more passengers & freight & finally went out Sat. noon — I spent 
my time in looking & going about & seeing every thing that was going on — I did not feel very 
impatient, but [D?] felt as if he wanted to be going  
Friday morning there went on the boat three sisters going about 200 miles on the canal, quite 
pleasant young ladies, or rather old maids, Also Mr. Stanberg from N.Y. city [New York City], his 
sons & daughter 16 going to Chicago Ill. — believe he was a mason — were rather gay, full of 
life, but had no religion nor much principle, liked to play cards, go to Theatre, read novels &c. — 
yet still I found I thought a good deal of meeting them on the steam boat on  the lake — as we 
knew no other face — 
 Friday P.M. there went on board a family of Jewetts from Northampton Mass — Old Mr. & 
Mrs. Jewett, their daughter Isabella about 22. I think, sons Albert 18. & Edward 16 & a married 
son with two children George 5 & Mary 14 months — lovely children — Mary one of the sweetest 
[...] things I ever saw. They were all very pleasant & good company I felt quite attached to them 
— particularly Mrs. Henry Jewett — were going to Bricksville Ohio — not far from Cleveland — 
we left them at Buffalo — 
 There was also Mrs. Jackson on the boat from Northampton going to visit her married 
daughters in Ohio & N. York — left her husband & daughter at home.  
 Sat. 1/4 before 12 — Have got fairly started from Albany just passed the first lock, When 
the country through which a canal passes is not level locks are necessary in order for the boats to 
ascend or descend — when we got in sight of a lock there are gates which would seem to 
prevent our passing, but on approaching they are thrown open by large levers, log like & we pass 
on they are then closed & we find another gate in front — then we are completely penned — with 
gates before & behind & walls of stone on each side — from 8 to 6 feet in height though generally 
about 10 & Ralph how do you think we get out? By machinery, raising iron rods the water comes 
foaming, roaring, dashing in & raises us <the top of> to a level with the wall, the gates are then 
opened & on we pass or if we wish to descend the water is let out & we go down several feet — 
 Nearly 10 o’clock — are passing through Troy — which is on both sides of the river — 
cannot get a sight of Mrs. Willards Sem. [Troy Female Seminary, started by Emma Willard] — are 
now off the boat while it is being weighed — freight & boat*  
 
* boat weights 30 tons  
 
exclusive of the passengers about 52 tons for which the Capt. has to pay about $86 totl.  It is 
considered a light load — In West Troy is an arsenal — are several buildings  — do not think they 



are quite as handsome as those in Springfield — between 3 & 4 P.M. passed Cohose falls — 
thought of [M?] Calo. Butler & the little mineral on the shelf — the falls are no great sight — 
though very pretty — 

Sat Eve — past 8 the cook has just come to the cabin to make the [berths?] there are 18 
put up — in the ladies cabin & 12 in the gentleman’s — the cabin is one room except a division of 
a curtain — the smaller room is called the Ladies Cabin I took an upper berth slept soundly — 
 Sab. [Sabbath] morn awoke & found our boat going — notwithstanding we understood 
[...] to stop on the Sabbath — All along the canal [...] & shops were open — if I had not 
remembered it as Sunday I should not have known it — it seemed dreadful I felt wicked enough 
— conscience smitten — afraid but I could not help myself — Daniel spoke to the Capt about 
stopping — he said a little & went off — [on?] — D [Daniel]. staid in the cabin most of the day & 
we read in the Bible & the Reformation Book & slept some for the first few days I sat down on the 
Settee & slept an hour or so each day  
& slept soundly nights too — so you see I got rested Sab. [Sabbath] P.M. we came in sight of a 
place that reminded us of the gorge between Holyoke & [Tom?] — it really looked beautifully & 
more — as we approached it & passed between the mountains & saw the ledges of rocks the 
trees & shrubs on the mountain side — 150 feet perhaps was conscious of emotions of sublimity 
— I enjoyed it much — very much — 
 Monday — This morning when I awoke found our boat passing through a lock — it is said 
there are 99 between Albany & Buffalo — about 9 o’clock came to another — got off the boat & 
walked with Daniel 2 or 3 miles — felt refreshed — dined at 1 — ate bread & butter tongue & — 
Half past 1 just entered Utica which is on both sides the canal  — the part of the city that we 
[saw?] is not handsome — looks as if there was a good deal of business done — about a mile 
<this side> out of the city is the state lunatic asylum — a large stone building very handsome 
 This P.M. sat on deck some & sewed some on sheets I dont work or read much for I 
cannot confine my mind to reading & I liked better to see all I can than to sew — though we could 
work as well most of the time for all the motion of the boat as in a house  To day a boat was 
nearly with us containing I believe 45 or 50 mormons going to Nauvoo, Ill. A priest came on board 
& spent a few hours, laboring to convert I suppose eat for supper bread & butter, cake & 
pie 
 Tues. morn [...] last night [...] rain the first we have had since we left [...] — breakfasted 
on bread cake & sweetened water — D [Daniel]. has <just> purchased 2 lbs. beef steak 5 cts lb. 
shall have some for dinner — sat on deck an hour or two — & after sewed some — Past 2 o’clock 
are passing through Lodi — the rail road passes under the canal here I think Clarisa Eastman 
lived in Lodi — D [Daniel]. enquired but could hear nothing of her or her family — Possibly she 
never resided here as there is another tower of the same name in the state —   
 3 o’clock are now in Syracuse — many handsome houses — like the appearance of the 
place better than I do Utica — though it is not as large — about 6 o’clock just left Syracuse — 
rained most of the time while there — there came on board there Mr. John Hall, his wife & 4 small 
children — thought them an interesting family — he was not Elisa’s brother — A little out of 
Syracuse are the salt works of Salina & Gettysburg — The last is on the canal — In my next think 
I will tell you more about them in my next letter — 
 Wed. Just heard the small pox in Syracuse where we called yesterday — but I dont fear it 
much  — 5 o’clock — our boat just passed under a bridge one end of which had settled & was so 
low as to take some of the baggage from the deck into the canal — believe it was all recovered — 
this morning before breakfast put my person in order — read in the Bible &c. & sewed some 
breakfasted at 8 on steak, bread & butter most of the day it has been quite windy — P.M. finished 
my sheets then sat on deck a little while — eat for supper [rusk?] & milk & cake  
 Thurs. morn. Are now within 16 miles of Rochester by way of the canal & 8 the stage 
road — Daniel & another gentleman have got off the boat to walk there as they wished to look 
around & D [Daniel]. though he needed the exercise — 
4 o’clock — now in Rochester — canal passes through city — good many large buildings 
enquired after [...] Sibley Alling — found that <she> her husband kept a shoe store & that they 
lived with her Father a mile from the canal — I would have been very happy to have seen her, but 
we feared the boat would not stop long enough for us, & beside D [Daniel]. had a severe head 



ache — but we staied 3 hours or more & had we known we should might have gone —  we 
learned before we got to Buffalo not to place much, if any dependence on what the Capt. said —   
 Friday — our progress to day is faster than any preceding <...> at 9 in the evening 
reached Lockport  — we sat up waiting to go out & see the locks as there are 5 or 6 together that 
is we got from one right into the other [...] rise in some of [...] but the banks are very high — [...] 
a thunder shower came up & prevent — Sat at 12 reach Buffalo — [...] 4 miles on the lake — You 
have probably concluded before this that we did not go to the falls. If our old Capt. had only [...] in 
Rochester 1 hour sooner than he was we might have gone from there for 25 cents each! there 
were 2 boats went out — opposition then did however a [Cat?] go out at 7 in the evening in which 
we might have gone — the fare was more considerable (dont remember how much) but suppose 
we might have gone from R [Rochester]. that day to Buffalo for 7 or 8 dollars — now I suppose 
you’ll say, why didn’t you go? We did not know what was best to do. hesitated & doubted — the 
reason of our doubt was, that if our boat went as fast as the Capt. affirmed it should, we might go 
from Lockport with probably 4 or 5 dollars less expence — be in season there to take the Sat. 
morning cars — but we did not know as it was best to depend upon him — thought if we went 
from Rochester we should be sure of it — & might possibly be sorry if we didnt but we concluded 
to try him once more & went on  — & he went beyond our expectations so that we arrived at 
Lockport several hours <several hours> before we anticipated about an hour after the evening 
cars left — we might have got off & staid over night & taken the morning cars at 9 — but the Capt. 
declared we should be in Buffalo before that time, said he should wish to unload the boat that 
day, & we were afraid some of our things would be lost were we not there to attend to them — 
thought we might get to B [Buffalo]. in season to attend to [...] things & go to the falls from there 
— but we were unexpectedly detained a few hours, after we left Lockport as we met a boat that 
was very heavily loaded & had struck a ground so we could not pass it  
 
[page torn] [...] about noon the cards had [...] was a boat going out to Milwaukie that P.M. & we 
got on it, for [...] we had [...] & gone to the falls Mon. did not know when we could go to Milwaukie 
as they could not tell when a boat would go out — want to know what you think about it all — do 
not you feel troubled — do not feel very badly — I do not feel as [...] gentleman did, “that he could 
not die till he had seen Niagara” — D. [Daniel] is sorry we did not go from Rochester — he told 
me then, if I said go, we would do so, but after all I thought he didn’t quite think ‘twas best — say I 
must keep my $5. to go with some future time — 
Will tell the rest of my journey in my next — I feel in very good spirits — have had but 4 or 5 
crying spells since I left home — love D. [Daniel] better & better — my health is good — shall 
send another letter soon as I can write it for I could fill a [...] folio now — the mail only goes from 
here once in 7 days — Sundays — I want to hear from you — very particular — I thought of Mary 
[Mary Burr Hill] & Ralph [Ralph E. Burr] on their birth days — 
 
Friday June 9 — We moved into our house yesterday — not being in readiness before — think it 
will be comfortable Daniel said I must tell you that he is quite pleased with Wisc thinks we have a 
very good farm — that he has bought a yoke of the best oxen in Wisconsin great things, with a 
yoke on a good cow & [calves?] 6 weeks old for $70 — [try?] call the oxen $60. w[...] cattle are 
much higher here than Joel represented [...] 
 
Levi folks seb[...]perets — to relative — all my love to every body — want to know about Wm. 
Nortons [Cat?] 
 
I want to know how much Ma [Pamela Benton Burr] has been sick Love to father Grants [Elijah 
Grant] people — how does Ralph feel & all of you my dear dear parents sister & brothers — 
 
There are several plum trees near our house — a great many strawberry blossoms, & wild 
flowers — I enjoy them much believe there is most every thing to be bought in Milwaukie — such 
as dried applies. peaches &c — believe lard is here 5 or 6 cts. lb. [tallow?] twice that — wheat 
[flour?] $4 or 5 barrel — Muscovado sugar 8 cts — molasses 62 gale — butter 12 1/2 usually & 
25 the last winter no shakes have been seen this spring but expect they will be plenty — 
musquetos are thick better get that broad cloth from Miss Dowd  Want to know how much that 



brown broad cloth was worth in N. also how much strained pails cost. Levi’s folks want one of 
ours very much — there is about 9 2/3 yds. of that black cotton cloth  All that we had broken 
was largest looking glass, wh. was broken very fine, one tumbler, one light, <tea> cup. one quart 
bowl, one white deep plate, one blue pie plate, & our blue edged pie plate can mend most of 
them with little trouble — Dont feel bad about me — think I shall feel well enough if you do  

Very aff. [affectionately] Caroline  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Messrs. Eben. & Erastus Burr 
  Norfolk [Connecticut] 
 
      Sat. eve 9 o’clock March 3, 1849. 
Dear Children 
 This P. M. your Father [Ebenezer Burr] went to town to Meet Mr. Hill [William Hill]  they 
reached home about candle light bringing your letter mailed Feb. 11.  So as soon as we have told 
‘bout things here will say what we wish to D. [Daniel] & try to send that to Dea. [Deacon Elijah] 
Grants tomorrow.  The house was in order  Mary Dressed & tea nearly ready when <Mr.> they 
arrived now near 10 o’clock  they <are> Mary [Mary Burr Hill] & Mr Hill are in the South room 
made very warm by a box stove which we borrow for a few weeks  your pa & Ralph are in bed  I 
am by our cook stove in the kitchen burning some coffee while writing.  Suppose <...> that bed 
was worth 50 cts. [cents] a lb. [pound] here but I would not sell it unless you are coming here to 
live & never intend to go back there <...> to live  Dont sell it with without cash down — & do not 
sell it at all it seems very strange that you should even think of  selling the only good bed you 
have  every family wants a bed & you would not be likely to buy a good feathers again  why do 
you wish to sell it?  It is late & I have a great deal on my my mind & cannot write well & have a 
poor pen  so good night  hope you will do what is best  we are all well  don’t sell any thing for less 
than it is worth 
      Pamela [Benton] Burr 
& we do not wish to advise very strongly in regard to D [Daniel]’s, going to California because we 
do not know what is <...> best  The prospect of Caroline’s coming home to stay with us 2 years is 
a strong inducement to us to consent to Daniel’s going — <...>but I had much rather he would 
come here with you & about here a company talked of going from this town  Levi Phelps Levi 
Gaylord Frederick Porter Charles Mills & others were going & Ralph was anxious to go & at one 
time we half consented but upon further reflection thought it not best & one after one they all gave 
it up <after> in the course of a few weeks & as far as I know <e> <any?> every one thinks they 
acted wisely in doing so  If Daniel goes I am afraid his health will be <poorer> worse instead of 
better & <poorer?> <insisted> that he would be poorer instead of richer  The outfit & 2 years time 
will be a great deal for him to lose  
 
Dear sister & brother 
 It is now Sabbath morning – but am obliged to write now in order to get this off to Dea. 
[Deacon Elijah] Grants  —  I think the same as Caroline about D.’s [Daniel] going to California & 
know not how to advise  —  I should dearly love to have Caroline here – but I should be anxious 
& fearful that all would not end well with Daniel  —  Dont know exactly when or where we shall be 
married – this [P?] probably Tuesday evening at home – some wish us to go to church & have the 
ceremony performed just before starting  —  If you do not come on will write you a long letter 
soon  —  So good bye now <...> how I have wished you here with me dear sister all these long 
months  kiss the darling children for me – love to Daniel & Caroline from their affection sister 
      Mary Burr 
Dear Sister & Brother 

<want advice?> I would by all means advise Daniel to go to California  I think it would be 
beneficial to his health & that he would get some money too, & more than that I want Caroline & 
Abby [Abigail E. Grant Burr] & Eddy [Edward Grant] 
to come out here to stay.  Yours affectionately 
      Ralph E. Burr 



 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
      Flemington, [New Jersey.] Apr. 26, 1849. 
 
Dear parents brothers & sisters 
 I suppose you imagine us nicely settled in our own home ere this  —  But we are not 
there yet  —  House painting & preparations for house—keeping occupy time & we shall not be 
thoroughly fixed probably before the last of next week or the first of week after  —  Father, Hetty 
& myself went to New York last week for furniture, going Tuesday – returning Friday  —  It was 
thought best for father to go rather than William [Hill] because he is better acquainted with New 
York & more accustomed to shopping  —  The goods are all in Somerville & most of them here  
—  A woman has been here this week helping make the carpets – Carpet for parlor 28 yds. 
[yards] at 81 cts. [cents] the best of ingrain.  Colors – the various shades of blue & buff  —    It is 
considered handsome & is quite showy  —  Carpets for dining room & spare room are alike – 
colors various – quality good price 62 ½ cts.  Mother gives <me> a carpet for my room – not a 
new one but one suitable for the place  —  Mother also gives chairs & wash stand for our room – 
so you see that she furnishes the room completely – all except my <...> <rear> bureau  —  
William takes his own case of drawers – pretty ones of black walnut  —  <...> Friends of the 
family a lawyer & wife – have just left Flem [Flemington, New Jersey] – going a considerable 
distance they sold their furniture.  I took a handsome mahogany bureau with mirror affixed at 14 
dollars  —  Mrs. Clark paid 18 dollars in New York about three years since  —  I also took her 
own mahogany bureau an old one for five dollars – am getting it dressed over for three dollars  —  
Have got a high post bedstead for 6 ½ dollars  —  Beside the double bed in spare room there will 
be room for a single one – shall get it when convenient  —  Have a cot for the woman – whom we 
have engaged – an Irish – stout & strong  —  Mother seems to take the same interest & care in 
getting me ready that she would in her own daughters — & so do they all  —  I received from 
every member of the family the utmost attention & kindness  —  I feel perfectly at home & shall be 
sorry to leave  —  Have attended 4 tea parties & one large party since writing  —  Have written 
Laura Kennard – but received no answer  —  Want to hear from Carrie exceedingly  —  It will 
take all my money — & more too to set us up – beside all that mother has given us  —  Dont 
know exactly how much William will have to do – but a good many dollars worth  —  The whole 
interior of the house is being painted  —  We have a nice closet in our room beside a small one 
under the garret stairs  —  William gets in this [town?] a set of pretty maple cane seats for dining 
room – also a sewing chair  —  In New York – got a secretary for 29 dollars – the style you 
wished – an enclosed wash stand mahogany for 4.50, hair seat chairs for 2.50 – hair seat rocking 
chair 10.  Cane seat & back maple rocking chair 4.  Card table 12.50 table cover 3.  Sofa 22.  
Mirror for sitting room 4. for our room 1.  Counterpane 3.  1 doz. tea knives & forks 5.50.  1 doz. 
best dining knives & forks 3.75 9 common knives & forks – price I have forgotten  —  Block tin tea 
pot 1.12.  Block tin coffee pot 1.12.  —  Lamp 4.  —  Bill for china including tea set, dinner set & 
chamber set & two waiters & 1 doz. tumblers 30.72, tea set white porcelain – dinner set white 
stone china  —  Oil cloth for [entry?] 5.  Stair carpet 3.19  — 
 Mother has given me a nice calico comforter beside what they wrote about & will lend 
some covers for the boys.  My comforters both quilted & one bonnet made &c. 
For three weeks or more I was obliged to dress every day for receiving calls.  But they <...> have 
all <through> been I believe & my return calls are nearly finished  My comforters are liked & quilts 
too, & every thing else too I believe  —  I often think of you & want to see you all – the darling little 
Mary I want to kiss  —  Love to all  —  Dont fail to write soon  —  Remember me to Kendleton & 
Canfield families & all friends & relations. 
      Your aff [affectionate] daughter & sister 
      Mary B. [Burr] Hill 
Please don’t scold us for not writing sooner have put it off from time to time, until such & such 
things were accomplished and here it is six weeks since we have written home.  I have been very 
busy indeed  this spring have had my house & garden to see to beside the farm and the business 
part of the shop.  Could get no help to dig garden except for one half day  have peas up, 
potatoes, onions, bunch beans, Radishes, beets, carrots, & parsnips planted.  On the Farm have 



sowed 22 acres of oats, ploughed 6 acres, for corn 18 acres to plough yet made ¼ mile of fence, 
put down 300 ft [foot] blind drain.  I shall be very glad when we get once settled & glad to hear 
from or see any of you whenever we may have that pleasure find much more work getting ready 
than expected, but am still in a good humour with my wife and the trouble too.  please write soon, 
once to our once, yet awhile 
      Truly as Ever 
      William H. [William Hill] 
P.S.  I would have written while Mary was in the City but she thought best, to wait until her return 
      W. H. 
Hope ma has not been sick yet.  How do pa & Ralph get along breaking colt  —  Has Nancy 
commenced cheese making?  Miss Allen has given us two silver butter knives.  My health is 
perfectly good. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Flemington [New Jersey] May 26, 1849 
      Saturday P.M. 
 
Dear parents brothers & sisters 
 We are in our own home now & have been here just two weeks to day  —  I am writing by 
our nice pretty Secretary in our nice little sitting room  —  But before going into description, I will 
answer all interrogations.  The money came in.  My pocket perfectly safe <every cent of it>  —  
The box of goods came perfectly safe from home  —  The box came near bursting in one or two 
places – but nothing was lost out.  All goods came from New York without damage.  Should like 
Mr. Wolcott to get me three plated silver & 4 German silver table spoons & 6 German silver tea 
spoons  —  Have got no new spoons except three iron ones  —  Shall endeavor to get along with 
those & what I brought until I go home  —  Did not like to purchase them in the city fearing I 
should be deceived.  William tells me not to ask for more money  —  I do not remember to have 
shown or read to Marianne a single letter  Am quite sure that I never did.  She & Ralph were in 
the school room with me the day you allude to when I received a letter  —  From Ralph’s manner 
she knew from whom it came  —  I do not remember to have been at all communicative to M. 
respecting my own affairs  —  Am confident that I never said any thing of them to Marianne that I 
would not just as soon have said to Elizabeth  —  Should like some of that maple sugar.  I feel 
exceedingly pleased with Ralph’s good success  —  Remember me to Mrs Byrrell & family 
especially Elizabeth  Am glad to hear that Ralph has joined Dea. [Deacon] Phelps class.  Love to 
M. [Maria?] Phelps & Elisa  When Ralph wishes to use Erastus in the possessive case – he must 
not write Erastus’es but Erastus’  —  Am very much pleased with my letters from home  —  Ma & 
Ralph both do charmingly  —  I am now writing with William’s gold pen – but I think it must serve 
him better than me  —  Catharine my girl has just been washing the kitchen floor.  I hear her 
churning now  —  We have one cow from which we make as much or more butter than we Shall 
use  Catharine is a widow woman — <hardly> middle aged I should think – she is neat – rather 
slow – but does her work well, — seems to expect to do it about all  —  If she stays with me – 
think I shall not have to work hard at all this summer  —  She washes & does up fine clothes 
beautifully  —  She has been here two weeks next Monday – does all the washing & ironing – 
there goes the door bell  — 
 Just received a call from two of the elite one – a new house keeper like myself  Have 
been receiving calls nearly every day since I have been here – sometimes four or five a day.  
Miss Clarke made a small party for us (William & self) last Wednesday.  The men have not come 
yet – presume they will do so on Monday.  Catharine sews neatly – though she has found little 
time as yet  —  Forgot to mention in last the present from Miss Elisa Hill – very pretty work stand 
which stands in the sitting room under glass – received it soon after coming to Flemington [New 
Jersey].  Shall be anxious to hear all about Carrie immediately upon her arrival  —  Mother father 
& sister are kind as possible  —  I have hitherto said nothing of William in my letters because new 
wives I believe are always thought to talk so silly  —  Will just say now however that he is all that I 
had thought & hoped & I am very happy  —  I like the house & it is “decently furnished” just as Ma 
always “meant” it should be.  My silver spoons are considered beautiful  Catharine usually rises a 



little past 4 AM. – makes the fire – milks – then puts the coffee boiling  —  The clock striking 5 is 
the signal for me to rise  —  We are generally through breakfast by 6 or before  —  Am sorry Ma 
has been sick  —  Mother feared that the girl would grumble at only a hush bed & so made a new 
hen’s feather single bed & gave me – got a cot for her room – thought it better than to get a 
double bed stead  —  <William’s bed> The tick & feathers of William’s bed are new – 40 lbs. in 
bed, bolster & pillows  —  Mother gave me a tin cake box which is a large tin pan with handles 
like my dish pan & a tin cover to it  —  In the pan I found nearly half a large loaf of fruit cake – it 
was made last Christmas for our wedding party — & will probably keep nice a year from this time 
– there was also in the pan a loaf of beautiful sponge cake – sister Hetty make  —  Mother gave 
us bread & pies to last a week & a boiled shoulder which is not gone yet & will continue good for 
two or three weeks to come  —  Mother, father Kate & Miss Allen drank tea with us the first night.  
Soon as we find it convenient – Shall get a Single bed & bed stead for the Spare room  Expect a 
man that owes William to make our cherry tables  —  Have a pine table in kitchen  —  Mrs. Emery 
(merchant’s wife) sent us a stone jar of <preserved> dried and sugar plums.  Mrs. Wirts (lawyer’s 
wife) a jar of preserved carnation cherries.  Mrs. Clark (lawyer’s wife) preserved raspberries.  —  
Your aff [affectionate] daughter & sister – kiss little Mary.  I want to see her  —  
 
Dear Ralph, 
 Mary has written to so many of you, such a jumble & so many blots that I am afraid if I 
write to the same address, I would do likewise, so write to you.  Expect that by this time you are 
very busy farming.  We finished planting our corn last Saturday week it is nearly all up thought it 
did not come as well as usual.  This spring has been very cool, have hardly had a week of warm 
weather yet.  Fine season for grass, have 25 acres mowing that looks very fine all timothy except 
five acres, & that is very fine clover (small red) today I cut 3 spears not taking the very longest, 
two of them measured ½ a yard long & the other 21 inches, fear that it will all fall down before it is 
fit to cut.  Oats are growing finely, — wish that you could come on and see us this summer before 
your mowing commences. 
The fly is in the wheat, — whether they will injure it much or not remains to be seen.  They 
generally show their work before this time of the year, wheat is just now coming into head.  How 
“the time flies in about three weeks we will be mowing our clover crops.  Mary has an industrious 
fit and is sewing by candle light, 15 minutes of 9 oclock.  That’ll please Ma” Wont it?  Fanny 
Prevost was married last Thursday morn and started immediately for Boston; on her return goes 
to her own house & housekeeping without delay.  We received a little box of wedding cake and 
card, on Sunday last from the happy pair.  Laura Kennard is not coming this spring.  Remember 
me to all, joy along through life with some end in view and be happy as possible all the time, save 
one cake of that maple sugar for me and believe me as ever 
      W [William] Hill 
 
Love to uncle, aunts & cousins  —  Will endeavor to write Aunt Eunice & family soon – as I 
promised to do  —  How is Matilda?  When the beautiful boxes of cake arrived William said “this 
is aunt Norton like is it not”?  We have radishes fit to pull and peas in blossom also potato tops six 
inches high in our own garden, and plenty of weeds.  Have an acre of potatoes in the field just 
coming up and ½ an acre of pumpkins planted a week ago.  Today have been white washing 
over house inside.  Converted the top of Box (Yankee) into a table to wash dishes on under 
piazza the other day. 
      the same W. H. [William Hill] 
Date 29 ‘’ 
Good Night 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Flemington, [New Jersey.] March 29, 1855. 
My dear mother & sister 
 I thought of writing you last week but William went to Philadelphia & I concluded to wait 
until he should come home & measure the land.  The state of the ground has been such (from 
frost &c.) that he thought it inconvenient to set stake much before this.  The girls have gone to 



New York to buy furniture for Kate.  Mr. Anderson by the advice of his mother in law sold the most 
of his furniture soon after his wife’s death.  They are to <keep> live this year near the 
Presbyterian church 2 doors this side of where aunt Hetty used to live  I believe Mr. A. [Anderson] 
thinks of building this summer just above fathers two or three or four rods above I suppose which 
will make it very pleasant for them all.  Hetty borrowed my brocha shawl for her trip it not being so 
much faded as her own.  The children are fat & hearty.  Laura very active & full of mischief. 
 I bought this pin of a pedlar for 31 cts.  Mrs. Joseph Reading was in here at the time & 
admired it said she thought it looked like a higher priced pin. 
 I expect to be confined the latter part of October.  William has proposed my going home 
this spring (that is if I will go without him) but I think that a visit so soon again would probably give 
you more trouble than pleasure & I have very little idea of going.  My girl is to make a visit to New 
York in May. 
 My health I expect is about the same as when at home last fall.  I have many bad 
feelings, of course – suppose if Carrie [Caroline Burr Grant] were here she would consider me 
about the same as last Spring.  Mary continues to assist in care of children much more than Ann 
did & I put it upon her.  Mother has been in since I began this & sent much love to you. 
 I hope that you are not overwhelmed with care & trouble & that you receive support from 
above. 
 Sammy [Samuel B. Hill] knows the most of his letters both large & small.   When I am 
reading he often comes & asks to say his letters & in this way has leaned them. 
      Yours affectionately 
       Mary B Hill [Mary Burr Hill] 
 
We have had a cold dry March and the winter grain is suffering much – The prospect for a large 
crop about here is not good – We are quite busy now in shop – making tile and ware – rec’d 
[received] an order the other day for 5.000 lead pots – 
On the 27 of March bought a piece of land at the lower corner of land to make our line straight 
and out to the R Road [Railroad], so that now the R Road [Railroad] is the boundary in a straight 
line for half the length of the farm with the exception of about 2 chains a little square of land 
belonging to Asha Hill which I hope to obtain some day and make the line complete – 
I measured the land for M yesterday and will have the deeds made out as soon as I can get them 
done – The piece contains about 10 acres – 
Cheese now retails here at 16 cts per lb – and not very plenty at that – How do potatoes sell with 
you – here they are worth 237 ½ per bu – We have been getting up a car load of man [manure] 
100 bu to try on potatoe crop and a little to top dress land (grass) – Cost about 15 cts. per bushel, 
about the same as lime, Do not know whether it will do as much good in small quantities as lime 
but want to give it a trial 
Perhaps Super Phosphate of Lime would improve your pastures – it seems as if they ought to be 
renovated – now cheese is so high priced  WB Hill 
Wrote as far as above and went to breakfast taking care of myself and Laura [Laura Hill] who 
always meets one at table with a perfect string of Papa’s and no one else answers half as well as 
Papa – Poor little thing if she knew how often her Father wishes her in bed or somewhere else 
would she be so eager for a seat on his knee  Must away to office and work with love to all I am 
yours as ever 
      William Hill 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Norfolk. [Connecticut]  Jan 19th 1850. 
Friend Ralph — 
 I must apologise for not writing you before.  For since the receipt of your letter I have 
hardly had a moments leisure in the Day Time, And I do not like to write by Candle light, as it 
always affects my eyes.  I was very glad to hear from you, and of your enjoying yourself as well, 
as I think you must from the manner you express yourself.  I dont wonder you are contented with 
your lot & for what I know your Comparison is proper.  So for news I think Norfolk [Connecticut]  
uncommonly Dull this Winter.  I know of nothing unusual or that would interest you in the least. 



Since the middle of December we have had excellent Sleighing just Snow enough and 
what is uncommon for N. [Norfolk, Connecticut] it has thus far lain quiet.  We had a January thaw 
which lasted One Day, and the next night plenty of snow to repair it.   
You inquire <after> about the Sabbath School here, or rather our class.  I have not attended there 
two months.  Esquire Peck was taken sick about that time ago, so sick that he was obliged to go 
home every Saturday. and return Monday a little better but worse at the end of the week.  They 
Say he is soon to be Married, I Suppose he will be if his Health mends, And then 'may be we 
shall commence again. 

The talented portion of community here, have revived their Lyceum, and the School Boys 
their Club.  By the way Mr Rice has a full school this winter  All he can well tend to.  Quite a 
number of boys from other towns and one or two whom Rice looks Black at.  You have been to 
school to him and know what I mean.  I think your teacher must be behind the times, as it regards 
Wednesday exercises, though I think with you his dispensing with them is much to his credit  
Augustus Pettibone, does not attend school this Winter,  His Father is going, or has gone, South 
and he can not be spared. it is just as well for him, he will learn more I presume.  He was out here 
to keep Thanksgiving, and staid a day or two with me.  He would not miss being here if he had to 
come on foot.  I presume Uncle Bradley misses his presence as much as any one or two.  As for 
myself I do not go to school this Winter, but farm it night and morning and stay at Doctors 
between.  I take it pretty easy there as it regards them and read six hours in the day on the 
average. 

Huggins is at home most of the time, and a good pleasant fellow he is <most of the 
time>, Now and then he gets miffed at me, which is all right enough I suppose he has reason to 
be, but a great share of the time he is what he ought to be. ready to assist me when I need.   He 
is a cold blooded fellow, and keeps the office so hot that I roast with my coat off — I have the 
advantage of him though, I make him keep the fire, and he is on the trot after wood all the time.  I 
dont know as he will stay another year but I am sure I hope he will.  We have had such fine winter 
weather that People have gone on with their building to good advantage  Lawrence's folks have 
part of their Hoe Works running and the Ryans have got their Factory mostly out of the woods 
and have a number of hands hewing  They have fairly filled up the village with their timber and 
wood.  I believe Uncle Pendleton has got his works in operation as Levi went along a short time 
ago with a Bundle of Leather about large enough for him to sit on.  Harlow Roys commenced 
raising his new works yesterday they raised two tiers and have eleven more to raise.  He will 
have one of the largest works in the Country. when completed.  He does great things or none.  
From reading over your letter I see you mention Dancing as common as if I were you and could 
without neglecting my studies I should learn, When they talked of starting a school here, I thought 
I would attend, but as for going down to Crowells, five miles once a week for that purpose, it wont 
pay.  they muster up ten couple however who go out at night and come home to Breakfast.  I 
believe in Dancing but not in running the thing into the ground.  If they would get home in the 
proper time the good folks of this town would not oppose it as they do, 

You must excuse the good looks of this letter, Ralph for I have had to jump up and leave 
it a dozen times, Write me as often as you can, and what you please, anything that interests you 
will me, and I would like to know if you ever expect to come back and live in old Norfolk 
[Connecticut], my mind is made up in regard to that I would like to know yours 
Halsey is well and attending school, and wishes to be remembered to you (I guess) I have not 
seen him Nor does he know of my writing,  Your Friends are all well (that I know anything about 
understand me), and hoping to (see you soon and hear from you sooner) as the Paddy wrote 
  I remain 
   Your Friend 
    J. H. P. Stevens. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:]  Miss Caroline Burr [Caroline Burr Grant] 
Oh may thy future hours be given 
To peace, to wisdom & to heaven,  
Thy hopes disdain a mortal birth,  



Thy joys ascend above the earth,  
Thy steps retrace the path they trod,  
Thy heart be fixed alone on God.  
So when the scenes of time shall fade,  
And life’s frail lamp be dark with [shade?] 
A seraph’s voice shall soothe thy breast,  
And lend you where the weary rest.  
Your sincere friend.  
 
D. [Daniel] Grant.  
Colebrook. [Connecticut] Feb. 23, 1837.  
 
[on back side] 
Caroline  pleasing power, 
A mark of friendship 
In these four lines you see;  
And sometime in a lonely hour 
View them & think of your friend  
D. [Daniel] Grant 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]   [Alletta Hill Hulsizer] 
 
    Bennington, Vt. [Vermont] 
     Wednesday April 4/ [18]80 
 
Dear Lettie [Alletta Hill Hulsizer] 
 
 What under the sun have you been doing; but I guess I’ll “hold my peace” as I’ve nothing 
to say against it.  Now let me congratulate you, for I think Mr. H. [Abraham Chamers Hulsizer] will 
make you a real kind and good husband.  I rather suspected that this is the way it would end if 
Chalmers could have his way in the matter. I’ll forgive you for not writing oftener I can easily see 
what has taken up your time. 
 Am glad Halsizer [Abraham Chamers Hulsizer] passed well in his examination 
 Wonder of wonders that Mother [Mary Burr Hill] should have gone to Princeton [New 
Jersey].  How on earth did you get her off.  That accounts for the cold snap we have just had.  Did 
Mother see Cousin Frank [Frank E. Burr] when she was down, and how did she enjoy herself?  
 I heard of Alice Irwin’s marriage when I was home Minnie [Mary P.B. Hill] told me 
 Well I should think you had rec’d [received] a splendid present. Please tell me more 
about it.  What Encyclopedia is it.  How kind is Cousin Warren.  I did mention to Lewis that you 
had such a present, but said nothing about the name of the giver, and of course he could never 
guess.  Fannie’s husband is a carpenter.  So far as I know they are still at home.  They, that is the 
Baldwin’s have moved into their new house.  Bessie has been sick with the “beasles” Nellie is a 
little better <they> she says.  I am afraid the arbutus that I sent home did not amount to much.  
That we kept here, although it was kept in water has the most of it withered 
 Lewis & I got up before half past six Sunday morning to go for it and we were back before 
nine.  It was cold and windy but we walked fast enough to keep warm.  Yesterday it began to 
grow warm and today it has been quite like spring.  I’m sure I hope it will continue so that we can 
enjoy going after wild flowers. I wish I knew some way I could get that compound microscope.  I 
tell you what it is, I don’t want to be a know-nothing.  Besides the pleasure of studying botany I 
want to know something that will make me appear a little intelligent.   
 There is a Ladies Sewing Society in the “Congo” [Congregational] Church. It meets every 
Wednesday evening (I believe)   At six o’clock they have tea, at which the gentlemen are invited 
to be present.  (That is if they will give 10 cts.)   



 This evening I went.  Its been a long time since I’ve had so pleasant an evening out.   I 
had not been there more than 4 or 5 minutes when a real nice old lady came up and spoke to me 
by name, saying she had heard Mr. Read call me by that name.  In course of the conservation I 
incidentally mentioned that I knew but few there.  She said she supposed I did not know her 
name.   As I did not I asked her if I might know it, and she gave it to me.  She said she had seen 
me at the prayer meeting and they like to have young men to help them. (Mr. Read calls on me 
once in a while to offer prayer).  I sat by the old lady (Mrs. Harman) at table and near Mr. Read.  I 
enjoyed the conversation very much. Every body seemed to be ful of fun and sociable.  After tea 
Mr. Read introduced me to some of the young ladies. (Lewis says they are among the best 
society the town affords, and I think he must be right, they seemed intelligent and refined.  
Altogether I had a splendid time 
 One of the young ladies asked me to their house to see a cabinet of curiosities which her 
Aunt has gathered, in her travels.  She has had good oportunity for such a collection having been 
(if I remember right) to the Sandwich Islands besides other places that I dont now remember 
 Lewis and I are going there some<day> evening before long   
 Now good night I may add more to this tomorrow if I have time.  Recd [received] a card 
from Carrie last night. 
 Thursday morning 7 A. M.   We have had no fire since some time yesterday and the 
thermometer is at 56˚ now.  Don’t suppose we will need any at all today.  Guess I’ll send this now 
as I’ll have no time to add to it today 
 Tell Halsizer [Abraham Chamers Hulsizer] I’ll be down there one of these days to see 
what he means by such actions.  Love to all.  Your aff. [affectionate] bro. [brother] 
   S. B. Hill [Samuel B. Hill] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Miss Mary Burr [Mary Burr Hill] 
   Care of Lewis M. Prevost Esq.  
    Erwinna P.O.  
    Bucks Co.  
    Penn. [Pennsylvania] 
 
Folio post.  
 

Prairieville, W.T. [Wisconsin Territory] May 10, 1844. 
 

My own precious Sister,  
 A folio is now spread before me to be filled for my dear sister. I intend writing now & then 
as time admits & inclination prompts.  
 The past week my leisure time has been devoted to letter writing & yesterday noon we 
had a package prepared wh. [which] Mr. [Isad?] Mills is to take. I wrote several letters to our 
people, one to Mother Grant [Elizabeth Grant] & notes to Aunt Susan [Susan Jane Benton 
Wallis], Sarah Brown & Abby Cowles [Abigail Cowles Grant]. Daniel wrote to Joel & Uncle 
Pettibone [Amos Pettibone].  
 I fancy you think of us to day, as one year ago this day my dear husband & I took upon 
us the solemn marriage vow  –  life has since passed pleasantly with me, & I feel it good “to lean 
on an accordant bosom, I love 
The beating of a heart that beat as mine  
The sparkling of an eye that tells of thoughts 
That harmonize with what I feel.”   –   
But you know “There will be dark hours for all.” & strange if some moments of sadness should not 
steal over me, but then ‘tis sweet to feel a Savior [high?]  –   
 May 11. Sat. P.M. This morning I gathered some wild flowers & put them pressing with 
the view of making an herbarium for you, dear sister  –  I intend to analyze some of them at least 
by the artificial method as we have Eaton’s Botany [Amos Eaton, Manual of botany for the 



Northern and Middle States?]  –  I suppose the botanical names will be the same as those given 
by Beck [Lewis C. Beck, Botany of the Northern and Middle States?].  
I love these western wilds they are so fraught with nature’s rich, beautiful, productions.  
 Thank you for that paper containing those lines upon a “Forest Home.” They seem true & 
I love to read them & I think as the Author says, “more & more dear, And far more beautiful, doth 
Nature seem 
So them who daily meet her face to face,  
And learn from her the bliss, that, like a dream,  
Robes common things with beauty & with grace.”  
May 15. Wed. This day completes brother Erastus’s [Erastus Burr] 21st year, does it seem 
possible that he is “21” O that the bloom of his manhood was consecrated to the Savior’s Service  
–  let us sister often & earnestly remember him to the [Heard?] of Prayer  –   
 Last Sabbath was rainy & prevented my attending church  –  Mon. was also rainy & I 
delayed washing until yesterday  –  Just as I was about to commence washing my pantry floor 
Levi Grant came up to announce the arrival of his wife [Lucinda Octavia Tryton Grant], & her wish 
to see me  –  You will imagine that I was pretty expeditious in finishing my work & hastened down 
found her & her child in good health (exerting a cold & looking more healthy & fleshy than when 
she left  –  they have been absent nine months  –   
16. Today have been assisting Mrs. Grant in washing her house. She brought considerable dried 
fruit & has given us some 
17  –  One year this day since we left our dear homes & fresh to mind are brought many tender 
recollections but I trust we shall yet all meet again & enjoy each others society  –   
18  –  Yesterday P.M. went to the village made several calls took tea with Mrs. Tickenor & 
brought from the P.O. [Post Office] some papers from Joel the N.Y. Weekly Tribune [New York 
Weekly Tribune] containing articles written on “Association” & in one we learned that brother E.P. 
Grant Esq is the president of a society of Associationists called the “Ohio Phalax” Their Domain is 
said to be very beautiful consisting of 2100 acres situated in Ohio on the O. river [Ohio River]  –  
You are probably aware that these Societies are becoming common throughout the country  –   
 Joel says he thinks something of the kind will be eventually adopted, though not 
according to the plan of Fourier  –  thinks there is a great deal of nonsense in their pretensions, & 
many of their plans visionary, although some of them seem good enough  –   
To day Daniel planted in the garden 
May 22. Wed. Yesterday I visited at Levi’s with old Mrs. Brown our neighbor & Mrs. Burgess a 
young married lady from the state of N.Y. [New York] recently  –  she is acquitted with Mr. 
Erastus Holt’s family  –  says Mrs. Holt is very much esteemed  –  & her children are pretty & 
bright  –  the oldest is a son 11 yrs. of age  –  the [next?] two daughters  –  she has a young babe  
–  [Georg…] lives near them builds organs &c. is a [pious?] smart young man – Mary does not 
now use crutches [text missing?] 
25. Sat. To day Daniel & a neighbor with whom D. [Daniel] has “changed work” are planting 
potatoes & corn beside our common corn we have some for parching & also “broom corn.”  
[One line erased, reads in part: … part of the day keep…] 
28. To day is the funeral of Miss Sarah love  –  a young lady much beloved & one of the finest 
singers in the vicinity  –  she died of the prevailing epidemic  –  scarlet fever  –  it has raged here 
since the last of Feb. seizing alike old & young. There have been times when the disease has 
appeared to abate  –  but there are still new cases every few days  –  I believe inflammation 
always attends the fever & if it settles in the bowels the case is considered almost or quite 
hopeless  –  we feel that a kind Providence has indeed watched over us for good <by> thus far 
preserving our lives & health  –   
 We last week rec’d [received] a paper fr. [from] home & a letter fr. [from] Joel written at 
Millbrook [Connecticut]  –  they brought Martha home last of Apr. or first of May in Esq. Battells 
barouche  –  she seemed to be considerably affected by the journey but had mostly recovered 
from the effect when the letter was written May 6. M. [Martha Grant] does not sit up at all. & we 
have great fear that she will not recover, though they have a little hope think it may be month 
before the disease conquers her  –  
 



Give my love to Miss Hill  –  We last winter rec’d [received] a letter from Mother Grant [Elizabeth 
Grant], Miss Read & Abby Cowles [Abigail Cowles Grant] at S. Hadley we have the crickets made 
& covered  –  we did not take Levi’s farm  –  please send a paper soon after your reception of this  
–   
 
They say [Mr?] Hurlbut the tailor in Norfolk [Connecticut] is coming out here in June  –  our people 
intend to send some letters & things by him if he can bring them 
 
May 29  –  Brother Ralph’s [Ralph E. Burr] birth day  –  how I want to see the little fellow  –  one 
year ago this day we were on Lake Huron  –   
June 1. One year this day since we landed at Milwaukie 
 
I saw last fall in the N.Y. Observer [New York Observer] a notice of the death of Mrs. Henry 
Cowles of Oberlin died of pulmonary consumption  –  age 33  –  did you not think she was older?  
 
I saw this Spring in the N.E. Puritan [New England Puritan] notice that Mr. <& Mrs.> John Cowles 
& Mrs. Eunice Caldwell Cowles were in May to reopen the Ipswich Female Sem [Ipswich Female 
Seminary] also saw in the same paper the marriage of Miss Julia Hyde eldest daughter of Rev 
Davies [Hyde?] of Beckett to Rev. Edward Clarke of Middlefield  –  I suppose it was our Julia, do 
not you?  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

Flemington [New Jersey] Sept 19th 1849 
 
 

Dear Mary [Mary Burr Hill] 
 Now that you are at home (your Father Land) once again I have commenced this in the 
old style of byegone days.  

Was very glad indeed to get your letter, expected it a little and only a little on Monday, 
told the folks that you were at home if any where because I did not receive a letter on monday.  

We are getting along quite smoothly now, Catharine was a little cross at first but telling 
Aunt [H?] some of her troubles and getting much sympathy seemed to become quite reconciled 
to her new mistress.  

The day after your left mother brought us over a rice pud., for dinner a squash pie for [H?] 
my self & an apple pie for supper which with the bread on hand when you left brought us through 
until Saturday, when baking was done up very well indeed; and to morrow is to be done again 
better than ever.  

You must excuse the jumbled style of this on account of my having been up with the kiln 
last night and no chance of rest to day my thoughts are as upside down as they well can be.  

Father left home for Trenton on Tuesday morning where he was summoned as a grand 
juror in a United states court, expect him home tomorrow though not certainly. So you see I have 
affairs all in my own hands once more.  

By the way one would never suspect that you were a neat house keeper to look at the 
very neat style of your letters as they would most certainly think that you must neglect something 
of your other duties to be so particularly neat on this one point.  

Sorry that Mr. Storms did not get his letter in time to meet you at the wharf. and glad that 
you received such polite attention from [M?] Muirhead and from the Estranger under whose care 
you were put.  

Did not intend that your Mother should pay you any thing for those little article of [ware 
and?] would much rather that she would accept them as a present from me.  
Did you walk home from M. Phelp’s or ride if you walked just get ready for one of those violent 
scoldings which you are so used to since you have become Mrs. Hill, & thank your stars that you 
receive nothing worse.  

Expect to commence cutting corn to morrow and as soon as we get through will start for 
strong land (as Ralph calls it) with quite as much pleasure as I would take a dose of Castor Oil 



Now don’t be too much flattered with the infinite pleasure that I have expressed, because I don’t 
like Castor Oil very much.  

Remember me kindly to all our friends, and if you can persuade any of them to make you 
a visit I shall be well pleased to see them at any time they may take for coming.  
Tell Ralp [Ralph E. Burr] that I will try and devote one day to his pleasure when I come on, 
especially if he can engage a flock of pigeons for our benefit.  

I miss you much dear Mary & most especially on sunday, for that is the day on which we 
spend some of our pleasant hours together. I hope that you may enjoy your visit thoroughly and 
let no thought of home trouble you for I am as happy as I can be separated from you. Hope you 
will grow fat & stay quite well. Your new Gingham came home to day, am sorry to say that I made 
a mistake and only sent for 8 yards so you will be minus an apron.  

Now if you do not find sweet things enough in this, just sit down and write all you can 
think of applicable to the case and when I see you I will sign my name to the paper and  you will 
there get just exactly the sweet things said that you want said. Finished sowing most of the wheat 
on Saturday last. Have had most beautiful weather since you left us mild & clear, no frost as yet. 
Remember me to Warren Benton if you should see him or write. No news about town, except a 
robbery in town last evening, a trunk was broken at the stage office and one hundred dollars 
taken out, it belonged to a poor [Irishman?] and was all that he had.  

You see that I express my self beautifully & with great ease to night, wont promise to do 
any better next time however for I am not as Women (When she will she will “depend on it”,) I 
have no such power over my will as to write by its express effort. What I write must come easily, 
without effort as it were, or else to me it is work and you know I hate work  –  Good night dearest 

With kind wishes for your happiness I am as sleepy an husband as belongs to any 
woman.  

Truly Yours 
Ever Wm. Hill 

 
Dear Mary  –  
 Willie asked me if I would add a few lines, & I will just say we are all well, & were glad to 
receive your letter last eve. I gave your farewell message to sister N & cousin [Capress?]  –  but I 
have not seen Nancy Emery since you left us. Willie says you sent many kisses to your friends & 
“those who wish to receive them may kiss your letter.”  
You speak of the receipt of those ginger crakers  –  I did not make them by a receipt tho’ I think I 
can tell you pretty nearly the proportions of the ingredients a teacup of lard or dripping rubbed into 
two quarts of flour  –  with a little salt, & half a tea spoonful of saleratus pulverized very finely  –  
About a pint of molasses & two tablespoonfuls of ginger, & one of cinnamon, the flour to make it 
stiff enough to roll 

much love.  
HBH [Henrietta Hill] 

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
[Description of John Grant’s honeymoon in London with Sarah Gertrude Day Grant in 1857?] 

On Friday we visited the British Museum -- a most interesting place -- just across the 
street from our Lodgings -- Thurs The rain still continued -- In the P.M. we visited “[Hucks?] 
Houses of Parliament” and received admission to the Gallery of the House of Commons  

Heard among others Lord John Russell, -- The Chancellor of Exchange Mr. Thomas & 
Dr. Mitchell -- saw Lord Palmerton Mr. De Israeli &c &c The session has been long and there 
[seem?] but few numbers in attendance.  I was interested in their discussions -- especially that on 
the Canadian question.  We returned home soon after 9 o’clock -- though the session continued 
much later 
 Saturday tho. [though] cloudy was not raining, and I commenced “doing” London in 
Earnest.  Having obtained the preceding day a permit to visit the rooms of Parliament during Sat’s 
recess -- we first took Westminster Abbey which is near by. Of all that I saw and felt and thought 
which within those doubly consecrated walls, I cannot now speak.  Time will fail me -- words even 
more.  We then passed through Houses of Parliament -- saw every part of that vast -- still 



unfinished structure -- had interesting conversation with members and others, and much Edified 
left for a stroll through the Parks while my friend went home.  
 No one feature of London has pleased me so much as the Parks and Squares.  They are 
settled throughout the city -- so far as I have seen it -- in great numbers -- and are very tasteful 
and beautiful.  Leaving Westminster I entered at James’ Park -- passed Buckingham Palace into 
Green Park and on by the Equestrian Station by the Duke of Wellington into Hyde Park -- 
traversing the whole length of which (it contains 400 acres) I spent some time most delightfully in 
rambling through Kensington Gardens, in conversing with an intelligent Londoner who gave 
invaluable information -- I never behold a prettier spot than these Gardens But I cannot describe  

On Tues -- 13th we visited the delightful Gardens of Kew and afterwards went to 
Richmond where Thomson [James Thomson author of The Seasons] the poet lived and died -- 
the views of the country from Richmond Hill are enchanting fine place surely to inspire such a 
poet -- visited the house where Thomson lived the arbor where he wrote saw his table which is 
standing in the arbor as he left it.  Went also to his tomb in the old church.  The rain prevented us 
from going to Hampton house &.  We went by invitation on an excursion up the Thames to Walton 
-- The company consisted of 6 or 8 London merchants.   

You will still address to Mr. Petire’s care at London -- as the continuant postage charged 
by the 1/4 ounce -- I believe. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[fragment to Caroline Burr Grant] 
a young man might not shrink from being so understood for himself & a woman to whom his 
feelings go forth, she would be more likely to have a shrinking from a manifestation of a love, 
which she knows she should keep at bay, only as she allows it to be turned towards a man, to 
whom she sees the way open to give her self as her earthly companion for life.  -- Feelings like 
hers are in thousands of cases.  Laid open before our heavenly Father, with the longing, heart felt 
prayer “Lord, what then have me to do?” And he hears & helps.  In the felt presence of Jehovah, 
& a sense of his perfect knowledge of us & of his parental feelings towards us, our self will is 
subdued.  We choose that God should be glorified in us & by us, & by all with whom we have to 
do.  Choosing him for our portion, we choose to do his will, & are by grace enabled to say, Not 
any will, but thine be done.   
 How has A. [Abigail E. Grant Burr?] manifested her faith & love & new obedience?  Has 
she, on the whole shown that it was her unwavering purpose to obey the precepts of our Savior?  
Has she accepted the eternal life that God has given us?  That life is in his Son, as tho 
[Fountains?] & in us only as we are united to him by a living faith.  I hope the dear child goes to 
him, & accepts salvation as a free gift: & look to him to guide her step by step.  In every thing, by 
prayer & supplication with thanksgiving we are directed to make known our requests unto God.  
No other one earthly thing is of more importance to our well being, than that connected with what 
we do in reference to that first institution inaugurated in paradise by the Father of all, & making 
Adam & Eve one duality.  
 It is not always easy for children to see, that their parents desire & seek the highest good 
of their children: & that for their future well-being in this life, & the life to come, they are disposed, 
often, to make every effort & proper sacrifice.  In opposing matrimonial alliances, that they regard 
injudicious or untimely, it is the good of the child, that they have in view.  When I was a pupil of 
Rev. Joseph Emerson in 1820, I remember asking him whether in matters of love & marriage, 
persons should be influenced by the opinions of their friends?  Whether this was not rather a 
matter of their own?  He replied, A person that will not be influenced by friends ought not to have 
friends; or is not worthy of friends.  And surely on this the most important subject next to securing 
their own salvation, that ever comes before a human being, the counsel of friends, is as important 
as it possibly can be.  They care for the good of their friend, who by the making up of a tender 
emotion on the exercise of a strong passion, which they call love, is liable to be led contrary to 
sound judgment & discretion.  Love will not be pure & lasting, unless it has good judgment for its 
basis -- The principles of a man are more to be relied on, together with his general character, to 
make his wife a happy woman, than any strength of a love before marriage.  That is more liable to 
grow cold, than his warmer sense is to vanish.  



 Let this dear child be constantly held up in faith before God by her parents, & all to whom 
her well-being is so dear.  Remind her when you write of the precept & premise James [1:5?] 
 
[separate unpaginated sheet, perhaps a different letter]  
after she came & has suffered less since than before, Mrs. P & the children have gained comfort 
by rest & they think a higher state of health.  They all join me in love to you all.  
 You did well to mention your father & mother so definitely.  My love to each of them 
particularly, & an assurance of my sympathy in their infirmities, & in their looking to Christ alone 
for deliverance from sin & suffering.  A definite remembrance to Daniel, & sympathy in his state of 
difficulty in deciding what next to attempt.  I send to him Prov. 3:6 & James 1:5.  The Bible would 
not be complete without these precepts to be obeyed, & these promises to be believed & 
pleaded.  Tell Marcus he is often present to my thots. [thoughts] & that I desire that God may be 
his inheritance.  Truly yrs [yours],  

Z.P. Bannister [Zilpah Polly Grant Banister] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mrs. Elijah Grant 
   Care of Deac. [Deacon] Elijah Grant 
   Millbook [Millbrook] 
   Conn. [Connecticut] 
 

Shelburn Nov. 24, 1845 
 

My dear Mother 
 I have been on the point of writing you for sometime -- one reason I have not done so is 
that I been exceedingly busy -- going round from place, and the other that I wished to wait <that> 
till I might have some news worth communicating -- What I have in the shapes of news is soon 
told -- My health has much improved since I was in Colebrook [Connecticut] though I have been 
laboring quite hard most of the time -- Some of the time too hard -- harder that I intend to labor in 
future -- Another item of news is that I am expecting and intending to spend the winter 
somewhere South -- probably in Delaware -- and shall probably employ my time on teaching a 
class in [Minather?] -- <composed> the class is to be composed of the reinforcement which is to 
join our Mission next year -- A third item is that Miss Moose of South Hadley has consented to 
take the place of our beloved Mary [Mary Grant Burgess] whom God has taken to himself -- This 
item of intelligence is of very recent origin -- only 3 or 4 days old -- I communicated to you as 
soon as I can -- for you are interested in such matters -- this third item is connected with a fourth 
<and determines it> -- viz that I cannot leave America on my return to India till after Aug. 1st 1846 
-- I have heard once incidentally that sister Martha is not as well as when I saw her -- I should to 
hear from her -- and from you all -- I have of Joel’s marriage -- and that he is gone West –  
 I hope some of you will write me before long -- It will be nearly two weeks before I shall 
leave Boston to go South -- and letters will find me direct to care of A.B.C.J.M. [American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions] 
 It will be impossible for me to visit you this autumn again -- But hope to do so in the 
Spring -- To morrow I go to Williamstown and then return to Boston the latter part of the week -- 
Though perhaps I may stop in the valley of the Connecticut to spend the Sab [Sabbath] -- 
 My kind regards to all the family and friends –  
 I am as ever 

 Affectionately your son [in-law] 
  E. Burgess 

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
[Caroline Burr to Mary Grant, sister of Daniel Grant, n.d.] 
 
My Dear Mary 



 Will you favor me with your company at tea this evening?  My compliments to your 
Brother & shall expect him also.  Do not disappoint me 
 In haste yours aff C. Burr 
 
Monday A.M. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[in pencil: John Cowles Grant to Abigail Cowles Grant] 
 
[penciled on back] I send this of Johns just received – send it to sister Caroline if you think best. I 
think his descriptive powers are pretty good 
 
H March 
Mrs. S.E. Edwards 
326 Fed St.  
 Camden 
 
Mr. An Mrs. Aaron Butler 
Cape May 
 
      Harlem, Ills. [Illinois] 
Dear Mother,  
 I have hardly written you a decent letter since I have been pedagoging but it was not for 
lack of inclination but rather of opportunity, for when in the schoolhouse the young ideas get noisy 
& want to run around & play & that joggles my desk & ideas & when boarding around I find writing 
materials scarce. 
 I have got a gay little school of 36 promising youth all of whom expect I doubt not to be 
Presidents & Mrs. [Harriet Beecher] Stowe’s in time, their ages vary from 4 to 20 & some of the 
boys could throw me out of the window with one hand if they possessed the inclination; one of my 
boys is going to be a lawyer or Bank Prest. [President] for he can’t write legibly to save him, 
probably he will go to Congress if he don’t he ought to. 
 Boarding round is the largest thing out of the penitentiary. I have as good as there is 
around, and I must say that I never lived so well in my life as I have here, all sorts of every thing & 
so much of it. I find one trouble that is sitting, eating, & cooking all in the same room, but am 
getting used to that so I don’t notice it except when they have babies to cry while their mother is 
cooking, if they were not so dirty I would try to comfort them a little my self but as it is I let them 
cry. 
 The Scotch have a regular oldfashioned bluestocking Presbyterian Church a little way 
from my <adec> academy in which primitive religion is shown in some of its beauties; service 
commences at 11 o’clock, about ten they begin to assemble, they come in crowds, families & 
tribes, by ones’ tens’ & forties,’ after discussing the marriages & deaths of the week past, the 
prospects of the weather for the week to come, each one meantime informing his neighbor that it 
is a fine day, they go in to hear words of burning, soul-stirring eloquence for an hour & a half; the 
complacency with which the Fathers in Israel sleep through the sermon is very refreshing & the 
regularity with which they wake for the singing & prayers is marvelous: all stand during the prayer, 
& sit during the singing; they have no choir or instrument, the Deacons saying they will “ha’ na’ 
sooch thing en Gods hus.” The singing is conducted or led by an old cracked voice brother who 
makes terrible noises which all follow as closely as they can & for this interesting performance he 
is paid $60. per year: there is one old man just like Mr. Storms, who takes his snuff as regularly 
as he wakes up, & spills about half of it over his coat collar, making it snuff-colored, a very 
fashionable color just now.  
 I went to a scotch party N.Y. [New York] night & was very much amused, pleased & 
instructed. Some of the older girls who don’t go to school & “went for me” & tried to steal my heart 
I judged from their actions, but I had seen such before & if any one <was in the least> had any 
advantage I guess it was, 



   Yr [Your] aff [affectionate] son   J Grant [John Cowles Grant] 
 
Box 300 Roscoe 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 

Care of E.P. Grant Esq.  
Canton 
Ohio U.S. A.  
 

[Ahmeduaggur?], June 10, 1840.  
 

My dear brother Daniel,  
 Nearly a month has passed since the Brenda, a vessel from Salem [Massachusetts], 
laden with ice, reached Bombay.  The ice which cost the owners some 1500 dolls [dollars], 
immediately sold for $10,000.  But I was about to tell you it brought letters, periodicals, & books to 
us, which truly cheered & feasted us I had heard nothing directly from my relatives for 14 months 
previous.  I had two full letters from Joel, a part of one being written by mother, & among other 
items I learned that you were in Ohio upon a farm near brother Phelps. I was, as far as I could 
perceive, glad to hear it though knowing so little of circumstances, I ought not to have a decided 
opinion.  But in that land of enterprise, & improvement & progress if you take a right stand you will 
be respected & useful [...] have a pretty good foundation for an education, I mean you are 
somewhat thoroughly grounded in the rudiments, upon this, by your reading, reflection, & 
intercourse with men & things you may in 20 years erect a noble superstructure, & be a first rate 
farmer too.  Your first thoughts, after your soul, I think should be directed to the profession you 
have chosen.  This is desirable both as to success & comfort in your labor.  But dear brother, be 
not cast down by disappointments.  Settle that point that it will not do.  Be a happy man; a 
cheerful man.  Govern yourself.  Your habits have been some defective in this respect.  But this 
must not dishearten you.  Rise it is not too late, not too late for you to be all you wish. You may be 
as useful in your sphere as any of your brothers, though your vocation is different.  Do not 
compare yourself & your priviliges with others to your injury remember God only requires the best 
improvement of the talents with which he intrusts us. You will meet all sorts of society, but I feel 
confidence that you will be found in the ranks of the virtuous.  I feel that you will be where you can 
have access to good books.  You should not work all the time, but you must continually be 
industrious.  You should probably read some, besides devotional reading every day.  Besides 
keeping accounts straight I would recommend your writing a little every day perhaps in a diary, 
something which you read, or some fact you would like to retain or practice upon drawn from 
conversation or observation.  Watts on the Mind would be a good book for you to read with care.  
Phelps will help you to standard works which read principally I think, but you will not read many 
volumes a year, yet by having a system, you will treasure up much that will be valuable, & tend to 
make you happy.  Improvements & arrangements upon the little spot made more green & lovely 
by your labor, will constantly tax your judgment, & the works of God, <will often> as manifested in 
the vegetable world, will often attract your notice, & raise your heart in admiration & love.  Yours 
is a noble employment, & is every where considered so.  Aim to have a plan, a system, & though 
often unavoidably [...] to deviate, yet do not give up.  Consider your habits, perfect the good, 
correct the bad, & create the wanting.  Be cleanly in your person, do not neglect the frequent use 
of water upon the whole system.  Be temperate in diet & especially be virtuous in every particular, 
yes, be chaste, every where, alone & in company in thought, speech & manner.  Be a Christian 
example.  One point more, important though delicate.  You will need ere long to select a bosom 
partner.  O what circumspection, & what guidance from on highs you require here.  Make this an 
important part of your intercession before God.  Your usefulness & your all will be affected by this 
step.  So do not be hasty, make yourself worthy of one of the excellent of the earth, not the rich, 
but one of the sensible, healthy, & virtuous daughters of new Eng [New England] I would say -- 
yet I would not choose for you.  I think some of your New Eng. [New England] acquaintances 
would make you happy.  In training your own habits, one motive may be, to make yourself what 



you should be as the head of a family  But dear brother, from my interest in you, I have written 
thus much, it is for your own eye, & for your own good.  Keep near to God. Aim to do every one 
good.  Remember the Sab. [Sabbath] & the Bible & closet.  I wish you to write me particulars 
about yourself.  brother Phelp’s family and all.  

Aff. [Affectionately]  
M. Burgess [Mary Grant Burgess] 

 
We are interested in our work, & happy [...] I feel that we have a wide field, & need the prayers of 
those who seek the extension [...] Christ’s kingdom at home.  Mr Burgess is devoted to his work.  
It is a hard field, but we have encouragement to work on, Mr. B. [Burgess] has just commenced a 
school for teaching Eng. [English] & we are hoping it will be useful to the people.  I will tell you 
more of our work next time.  Do you see the Recorder’s that contain Mr. B’s [Burgess] letters. My 
very kind regards to each of the cousin Griswolds & their wives. also to Mr. [Golding?] & any 
others, who I should remember.  

Truly yours.  
M.B. [Mary Grant Burgess] 

 
Dear Brothers, Phelps & Daniel, & Sister Susan,  
 Through brother Joel & mother I learned respecting your return to Ohio, & your visit in Ct. 
[Connecticut] I am glad too to hear so favorable an account of that little niece.  I would like well to 
make her acquaintance.  I wish to hear from you as particularly as you can afford to write.  I have 
written one letter home since we commenced keeping house last Nov. but as you have not 
probably seen that <probably> I will introduce you to our pleasant home.  And that you may get a 
clearer idea even from an imperfect sketch.  I will draw the city with a pencil at one corner.  It is 
not a square, but it is longer from east to west than from N. to S. It is surrounded by a mud wall, 
18 or 20 feet.  This wall is kept in a good state of repair.  The city is entered by 11 or 13 gates.  I 
forget which, some of these two or three entrances are not for carriages.  Pop. [Population] of the 
city is 23,000, the majority of whom are miserably poor, & degraded. <No. 1> Fig 1. represents 
the location of our house just outside the N.W. gate of the * 
 
[As best representation -- perhaps not entirely to scale, see original if necessary] *city Fig 2. the 
house Mr. French now occupies.  He has lived with Mr. Abbot till this week.  I value having them 
so near. Fig. 3. Mr. Ballantine’s place.  It is situated in the center of the city, but it is high & airy.  
The female boarding school is in the yard.  Fig 4. is Mr. Abbott’s place a full mile from us.  In his 
yard is the boys boarding school.  The chapel too is there.  It is the only spot owned by the 
mission in Nuggur, & is in the S.E. part of the city. Fig 5 represents the fort, & the sixes the 
cantonments of Eng [English] residents.  A few of the Eng. [English] call on us & many are 
friendly.  

We are about 170 miles E. from Bombay the intervening road is good a government road.  
The mail leaves for Bombay every P.M. & arrives here from there every morn, requiring two days 
in passage.  Postage is cheap is determined by weight, so that I have been telling my Amer. 
[American] friends that when convenient, write on thin paper.  Our upper rooms are peculiarly 
pleasant composed of a sleeping & bathing room, & Mr. B’s [Burgess] study.  In front is a 
verandah where I often walk at eve for the fresh air.  We have a thick cotton carpet on the study 
which cost about seven dollars.  Here is Mr. B’s [Burgess] library which consists of about 500 
volumes, & I assure you we have no want of good reading (There is besides here a mission 
library.) a desk & table & about three chairs constitute the remaining furniture.  Here we spend 
our evenings when we have no company.  My room & our sleeping apartment has a much 
cheaper kind of carpet a wash hand table a towel rack, a dressing table, a bed, a wardrobe & 
some trunks, & a chest.  It is of good size & is airy.  

Our bathing room is one of our choicest luxuries, & we are not sparing in frequenting it.  
During the hot season which is now giving way to the rainy season, it has been to us invaluable.  
From the first of April to June 1 the thermometer (excepting two days when it stood at 99 
[degrees]) has risen to above 100 [degrees] in the shade, (open air) -- quite a number of days it 
has risen to 105, 106 & 107, -- yet by keeping rooms shut, & by frequent bathing, in general, we 
have not suffered much from heat.  Yet there is a [languos?] which unfits one for rigorous action, 



& is one of the trials of missionary life in India.  Below is a parlor, breakfast room a small room, 
which I call mine, & a dispense room answering to a pantry at home also a room which I use for 
storing away things.  None of these rooms are remarkable, they are generally convenient.  The 
house is very old, but it is comfortable a part of it, is of stone, & part of mud brick.  In my parlor I 
have a ding table, a pretty table, a couch sofa like, & about 9 chairs.  We brought a rocking chair 
from America & Mr. B. [Burgess] purchased another in Bombay of the Capt. of our vessel.  So we 
have each of us one, one we keep above the other below.  My furniture is respectable better than 
I expected.  Indeed I wish you to think of us as happy.  As for eatables, we do not get much 
variety, though we have many good things .  Eggs are abundant & cheap, much more than fowls, 
Beef & mutton are good, particularly the latter.  Sweet potatoes & onions are our principal 
vegetables for cooking Rice is an important article of diet.  We also get good wheat bread from 
the baker, & I often make it myself.  I have my butter made in the house, every morning.  Fresh 
fruit may be had almost every day, some of which is very fine & would be so rare in America that 
we often wish we could get some to you. -- I forgot to mention that our house is surrounded by 
pretty gardens.  It has rose bushes, just arrived, artemisia, a species of hyacinth, & many other 
pretty flowering plants.  It is shaded too by the Tamarind the Pride of India, the gum Arabic tree, 
the mulberry the [pineful?] pimpuree sandal wood, & several other trees whose names it would be 
difficult for me to write in Eng. [English] I often walk in the garden, & botarize some have pressed 
some hundred specimens.  Next vessel I shall see a letter from you, I think. Any letter you know 
as posted in N.Y. [New York] will finally reach us.  

Aff. [Affectionate] your sister 
M. Burgess [Mary Grant Burgess] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[On stationary — Beloit College]  

Beloit, Wis. [Wisconsin], July 21st, 188 [ ] 
My dear Mother — 
 Your letter should have been answered before this.  But since Almon went away day after 
day I have felt so tired that I have continued to put off all work that I could.   
 We are having a very trying season.  everything in the vegetable line is literally burning 
up so dry dry and a great deal of hot weather. we shall have nothing from our garden even the 
tomatoes are drying up. I was glad to hear that they are fairly comfortable at Edwards. I am so 
sorry for Lucy to have to try get along alone with all those little children. 
 Almon left here two weeks ago to-day went to Boston visited Willies. also visited Aur. 
Wilson at Billeraca Went on to Hallowell where he met Mr. Bacon when they proceeded to the 
Captain’s where Mr. Bacon will spend a few days, there go home for the principal part of his 
vacation.  His father lives in East Hampton. His mother has been in poor health for a long time.  
Mr. B. [Bacon] is the oldest of six children. Almon did not know when he went away whether or 
not he should be able to visit you.  Will probably write you himself before he comes home.  He will 
not stop in Oberlin [Ohio].  
 John Grant expects to marry Aug. 11th Miss Anna Coffins of Wiscasset Maine.  Almon 
expects to see him this summer.  
 Prof. Shurtleff has gone to Europe I suppose. He was expecting to go the last I heard.  
Laura writes Carrie that they are to take a trip up the Lakes pretty soon.  
 Carrie is not very well. fever and continuous headaches.  Mr. Bacon has let her take his 
piano during vacation.  She enjoys it very much.  Harry well and lazy. Arthur well and industrious.  
 President Chapin has resigned and Pres E. D. Eaton of Oak Park Ill. [Illinois] elected in 
his place.  Mr. Wright one of Almonds assistant has gone to Europe.  We shall hardly get as 
pleasant a man in his place. I have not yet heard from Almon since he reached the Captains, but 
hope to hear in a day or two.  I hope that you and father are well.  
 With much love to you both.  

Your aff. daughter 
Abby C.G. Burr 

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 



 
3 Tuesday AM.  

I kept this letter that I might return Aunt J’s and Abbie’s 
This morning none of the trains are running in consequence of the very severe rain storm 

of yesterday  We needed the rain badly I never saw it pour harder  
Mail was delayed last Eve and Father and I did not reach home until after nine oclock and had a 
wet dark walk 

Allie fell part way down the cellar steps, on Sunday and sprained her foot and of course 
has to keep perfectly still  

She is comfortable and we are thankful that she is no worse off.  She will be able to get 
around by next week How fortunate that we have help 

I may have time now to write a little about L’s presents 
Aunt H. gave her Duchess Lace for her wedding dress which was white silk  long trip and 

our dress of little Charly gave a very handsome white embroidered fan 
Louis Anderson a very beautiful set of bed-room china Mr & Mrs Hyde Grooms parents 

an ice pitcher. Mrs Van Fleet a large engraving of a scene from Shakespere [Shakespeare] I 
believe in a very handsome bronze and velvet frame Allie & Chalmers two handsome towels on 
which Allie embroidered the letter A. Father you a very pretty colored glass pitcher  

Sam, Carrie and I gave a photo of Richter’s “Neopolitan Bay” similar to the one Mrs Earl 
gave me  Cousin Eliza Hill gave a set of 1 [dry?] silver nut picks in handsome case Sophie 
a very pretty hand satchel of Alligator shire  

Charly Hill a pair of vases Cousin Annie Pierce a pair of vases Cousin Nancy some very 
pretty fine handkerchiefs  

Dr & Mrs. Sullivan 1 dry cut glass goblets with monogram  
Some one I forget whom gave a hanging lamp all there [were given 1 long?] for table not 

nearly so pretty as Allie’s  Also a tea set of china not very fine also a dessert set with butter 
flats three very handsome brush & comb case with contents, [another?] silver ice pitcher 1 
[casten?] a very pretty lemonade set brass silver with glass pitcher and 1 dry glasses two colors 1 
cake basket 1 very pretty fruit dish silver & glass Ella Hill gave a beautiful bureau 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Praireville [Prairieville] 
   Milwaukie Co [Milwaukee County] 
   Wisconsin 
 
Mill Brook [Connecticut] September 9, 1844 
Dear Brother & Sister, 
 Your letters of July 30 and Aug 14. have been read for wh. [which] we thank you.  We 
rejoice to hear of your success in all ways that you are blessed. We are glad you have been able 
to find a piece of land with wh. [which] you feel pleased and hope that in future you will have no 
occasion to change your views.  
 You have not adopted the course in reference to money wh. [which] I wished you to, but 
hope it will prove for the best. I want or am going to want it very much, unless you can sell my 40 
acre lot, and even in that case I do not wish it to stay where it is one day after you can get it even 
for the interest at 25 per cent. I thought my instructions were plain in reference to it, that if you did 
not want it you should send it back to me at once, and if you have not already learned, it will be 
well to learn that in such matters you must “obey orders if you break [owners?].” Had you sent the 
drafts to me they would have needed to endorsing. But as it is get the money as soon as you can 
and send it to me.  
 Strong has written to me that Swift called and paid your note, and I shall, as you have 
directed, take the money and give you credit for it. I do not wish you at once to send me the 
money you get for your wheat, as you will have abundant use for it yourself. If there are a few 
dollars you can send you had better do so say some $10 or $15 but the rest keep for yourself. I 



would not sell at present for less than 50 cts [cents] per bush. as it will doubtless be worth more 
than that during the year.  
 I have been thinking some about your land in the S.E. corner of Dodge Co. I have no 
doubt it is good land – excellent land and all that, but had you better go to live there? How far is it 
to any respectable meeting? How far to a physician? How far to neighbors who can get together 
& form a sewing soc [society]? How long before there will be any thing like comfortable society 
there? These and many like questions have occurred to me and as I have thought of your going 
there it has made me feel badly. You are wild enough now without going to live among the bears. 
I would not however attempt to influence you, for you know best what you should do. It has 
occurred to me that a plan wh. [which] I have heretofore suggested to you will now perhaps meet 
your views. You now have a good lot of land, 160 acres of the very best, but man was not made 
merely to live on good land. He needs society and you need it as much as any one, and Caroline 
feels the want of it as much as any one. Had you not then better take my 40 acre lot? It is as 
much as you can take care of, if well taken care of it will yield you a good living. You may have it 
for what it cost me and the interest at 6 per cent. It is so near town that it would not be necessary 
for you to keep a horse & waggon, two pretty expensive articles. You could then enjoy society, go 
to meetings, improve you mind, and grow wiser year by year while upon the first rate land in 
Dodge Co. after ten years no one would know you from a barbarian. It seems to me that you like 
thousands at the West <do> forget that land is not all, that there are many things worthy of 
consideration and of weighty importance besides land. I think then you had better let the lot you 
have bought, and cultivate one nearer the residence of men. If you do not wish to do so, then sell 
my 40 acre lot as soon as possible for wh. [which] purpose you perhaps will not need to take a 
deed at once. You and Caroline will be happier however to reside upon it yourselves and then is it 
be best you can sell either the whole or a part of the lot upon wh. [which] you now reside, and you 
can use the avails in building a good house, where you will be comfortable and in a state to 
receive company with pleasure to yourselves and them. You will probably never see such times 
should you go to Dodge Co., or at all events not for many years. In case you wish to take my lot 
will endeavor to make the terms of payment as easy as possible for you, especially in case you 
can send me the $100 I sent you last summer.  
 It does not seem to me you had better let your farm for so long a term as five years. You 
know not what you will want to do with it long before that time comes around. If you have not 
already arranged that affair you had better think a little before you let it for more than two years, 
at most. If you are to live upon it yourself I do not see the wisdom of letting it at all. 
 I am willing you should cut some poles from my lot for fencing and making a barn if you 
wish but you must do it yourself, you must not let any tenant or hired man do it for you, even to be 
used on your own farm. Could you not sell my lot there and yours together to good advantage? I 
always though they ought to go together and your request to cut timber from mine shows that you 
think so too at least in part. Perhaps some one would like to buy 80 acres of yours and mine too 
thus leaving you 40 acres which is more than you can well cultivate. I hope you will think well of 
the matter of taking the 40 you bought for me “within one mile of the village, upon a good road” as 
you described it when you first wrote of it, it is simply for your good I urge it. I offer it to you for 
less than to any one else, and that is not all I am willing to wait for you a little time a thinking I 
would not do for any one else, no not if they offered to pay me 25 per cent, interest.  But unless 
you see it to be best do not be influenced by my opinion for I have already made you trouble 
enough. I do not doubt there is better land elsewhere, but will you be any better off upon it? What 
is the question, not how good is the land? 
 I regret to say that Martha has made no improvement for the last six weeks, but if any 
things grow worse. Her case is very discouraging indeed, and its result very doubtful. The 
remainder of our family are well. The typhus fever is raging very violent by in this region this fall. It 
is of a kind that is very contagious and destructive, and its [ravages?] <ever fearful> in some 
neighborhoods have been fearful, such that the hay and crops have been left untouched. Our 
neighborhood has hither to be spared, but a short time since Mrs. Robbins was taken sick with it 
so that we now have it here. Cousin Olivia Cowles and Mr. Knapp are to be married Sept. 11 (day 
after tomorrow) Olivia sings rather more than usually about these things your affect brother Joel. 
Sept. 18, 1844 



 I have waited nine days in the hope that some of our people would write but mother has 
now a most terrible and painful felon on the second finger or her right hand, and John has had 
one of his fingers smashed by the falling of a piece of timber. John’s finger is getting better now 
and I do not think the injury is important. Mother’s finger too is a little better and I cannot but hope 
she has seen the worst of it.  
 Mr. Knapp and Olivia were married one week ago this evening, and this morning they 
started for Ohio.  
 Martha is not I think quite as well though there is not much change.  
 You will see the reason why Mother does not write, and as I am in a great hurry you will 
excuse me for closing this letter now. Mr. Burr’s people are well.  
      Your aff. [affectionate] brother 
       Joel.  
Mother wishes me to say for her that many times tenants prove very troublesome indeed, and 
she thinks you had better not involve yourself for five years.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mr. Daniel Grant 
   Prairieville 
   Milwaukie [Milwaukee] Co 
   Wisconsin. 
     Lockport, Ill. [Illinois] Oct. 29 ‘45 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant], 

You will probably be somewhat astonished to receive a letter from me dated in this 
region, which is comparative near you, but here I am in Illinois and that but 35 miles from 
Chicago.  I was married Oct. 12, and the next morning we started for the west and arrived here 
Oct. 23.  I came here with the intention to supply this place with preaching, and as far as things 
now show themselves, I see no reason why I may not do so.  We should have written you before 
but in the hurry of preparation for our journey and our wedding we scarcely had the time & we 
flattered ourselves that on our journey out we should find the necessary time.  But that time did 
not offer itself, and we have been here nearly a week and you have not had a letter, but it shall 
not be our fault if you do not have one soon. 
 It seems a sort of tantalization to be so near you and yet not see you.  I sup-[pose] you 
must be regarded as about 150 miles off, for we are nearly south of Chicago and we must go to 
Milwaukie [Milwaukee, Wisconsin] probably to get to you.  As soon as we can, we mean to come 
and see you, but that will not be just now, perhaps however, it will be in the course of the winter.  I 
want very much to see you and being so near you makes my want still greater. 

The Missionary Society [American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions] sent 
<me> us here, but this place is so large that I shall not be expected to supply any other while I 
remain here.  It is I think about the size of Prairieville [Wisconsin], perhaps a little larger than that 
was when you went there, though I presume it has grown some since.  This place sprung up 
when the canal which was to connect Lake Michigan and the Illinois River was projected, and it 
then promised to be a large village.  But when the state found itself unable to complete that work, 
the village was prostrated or at least checked in its growth,  Now that the completion of that Canal 
is rendered certain, the village has started again and promises to grow.  Many new houses are 
now building and the village is so crowded that it is with the greatest difficulty that we find a place 
to stay even.  We could not do so, only we are content to take a room in a garret of what may be 
called a high one story house a room hardly more than six feet high in the highest part and 
sloping on each side because it meets the roof.  It is about 9 feet long and perhaps eleven wide, 
and here we have every thing.  It is our bed, sitting, dressing, and study room, in short it is every 
thing but our cooking room, for as we board we have no cooking to do.  It would be impossible I 
presume to find here any place to keep house, at least it would be to find any convenient place at 
any reasonable price. 
 We have as yet learned but little of the people.  We hardly know where to begin to get 
acquainted with them.  As far as we have met them, they are kind, and we cannot but believe we 
can do them good  There are in the village and within a circuit of three or four miles, something 



like 600 people though that curse of the West (and I may say of the church) sectarianism, has 
thrust its Hydra head into this place.  There are here Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians besides a sprinkling of Catholics, Unitarians & Universalists, and probably a 
considerable number of infidels.  The Presbyterians are I suppose the strongest but they are 
weak enough.  They have the walls and roof of a church erected but there is nothing finished 
about it. 
 Our people at home are about as usual.  Martha [Martha Grant] having despaired of cure 
by any of the ordinary methods has determined to try the cold water cure and so has gone to 
Lebanon Springs where she will if it seems best spend a few weeks.  If that does not benefit her, I 
do not know but we must abandon all hope. 
 I hope you will write to us as soon as you can.  One reason why it is difficult for you to 
write home is that it must necessarily be three or four weeks before you can get an answer and it 
may be much longer before you will get one.  I think you can write to us and expect an answer in 
less than a fortnight 
 I have not heard any thing from you since I gave you leave to sell the whole or a part of 
my lot, and do not know whether that increases your prospect of selling to advantage.  I suppose 
however that the time for selling has passed this year and all such things must be postponed till 
after the navigation opens next spring.  Please let me know.  Remember me to my little niece, 
and with earnest wishes for your temporal and spiritual prosperity I am your aff. [affectionate] 
brother Joel. [Joel Grant] 
 P.S. Since writing the above we have received a letter from John dated Richmond Va, 
[Virginia] Oct. 14.  His school is small not promising as well as he hoped, but his health is good.  
He wishes to be remembered to you.  Brother Phelps not succeeding with his Association in Ohio 
went East as you know some months since.  Susan was present at our wedding But Phelps was 
at N. York [New York] to ascertain if there was any place for him in some New Jersey Association  
The Ohio Phalanx proved a complete failure as all of them probably will eventually 
 
     Lockport. Ill. [Illinois] Oct. 29. ‘45 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant], 
 When you were married and came to this western world, I had little thought of so soon 
following you; much less of coming as your sister.  Almost the last words of Caroline to me were, 
“I hope we shall some day see you at the west.”  Vain hope, thought I, for why should I ever leave 
New England.  But so it is.  Norfolk [Connecticut] is no longer my home, but a pleasant village in 
Ill. [Illinois] where all is now new and strange to me, but where there are doubtless many 
congenial spirits, and much that will help to make life happy.  The particulars of our wedding, 
journey, &c. I will defer till the happy time when we may meet, and have an opportunity to talk of 
these things.  Neither can I tell you much of the people here.  Several ladies have called, and 
seem very cordial,   One who was prevented by a sick child, from going out, sent for us to spend 
Sat. eve with them.  We went, and spent an hour or two very pleasantly, indeed all whom we 
have met, greet us with smiles and kind wishes.  We have a good boarding place, <with> in a 
pleasant family, though from Joel’s description of our room you can judge that more would be 
desirable.  But as we care not with the idea that every thing must be for our accommodation, but 
rather to accommodate ourselves to circumstances, and be happy whatever they may be, we find 
ourselves contented in this small room, without door, or closet.  Still we hope for better things, 
though it may be a long time before we have them.  We should feel ourselves rich indeed, had we 
a log house like yours, or even two rooms in any other. 
 A little more than a week before we left, we spent an afternoon at your father Burr’s.  
Mary [Mary Burr] was at home, and with her and your mother, we had a rich visit.  I do wish it 
were best for Mary [Mary Burr] to come West to teach, provided it could be in [the] your or, our 
vicinity.  You are probably aware that she is now in Philadelphia.  The Sab. [Sabbath] before we 
left, your mother gave me a letter partly filled, for us to finish, and send to you.  In the hurry of the 
eve, and our early departure the next morn, I think it was left on my stand at home, though I 
thought till we arrived here that it was in my trunk, but cannot find it.  I had not opened it, which 
your mother gave me permission to do, so that I know not of how much importance it was. 
 Mariette Phelps & John Cooke of [Touisteu?] were married Wed. eve after we left.  She 
made a large wedding. 



 The day before we left, I received an invitation to come with Joel to S. Hadly [South 
Hadley], to attend the wedding of Miss Reed and Mr. Howland.  They were to married Tues. 
morn, & Mr. H. [Howland] to be ordained in the P.M.  They are going to visit around among their 
friends till the 10th of Nov. when they with several others sail from Boston for India.  Nancy Foote, 
a teacher last year at the Sem. of Cayuga N.Y. now Mrs. [Treble?], is one of the no. [number] 
 The no. [number] at the Sem. [Mount Holyoke Female Semianry] this year is about 200,  
much smaller than last year.  Miss Lyon [Mary Lyon] is determined to have a "sort of jubilee this 
year", a time in wh [which] to rest from the severe labor of previous years.  Do not you rejoice my 
sister, that you were once one of the favored no. [number] who dwelt within those walls?  Many 
things wh [which] are there impressed upon the mind, are of incalculable importance to those who 
come west. 
 How is your little daughter? and what is her name.  Is she a healthy, happy child?  I want 
to see her.  Please give here a kiss from her Aunt Abby. 
 I hope we shall soon hear from you.  Although we are far from home, and eastern friends, 
we are not very far from each other, and may often speak <of> with our pens.  Write all about 
yourselves and little one.  We shall be interested in all that interests you.  Mary Woodard spent a 
day with me about four weeks since.  Her family are all well.  Martha has fully recovered her 
health, and can now walk, sing &c as usual.  I hope we may see you this winter, still I dare not set 
my heart too much upon it, lest it should be otherwise -- at any rate we may hope to see you in 
the course of a year.  I suppose the roads are very fine in the summer.  That the blessings of 
Heaven may rest upon you and yours is the desire of your aff [affectionate] sister Abigail. [Abigail 
Cowles Grant] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Miss Caroline Burr 
   Norfolk 
   Conn. [Connecticut] 
 
      Rochester [New York] Dec 21st 1846 
My dear Caroline [Caroline Burr Grant]     
 You perceive that I have disregarded all the rules of letter writing by commencing at the 
very topmost line in order that I may have room to say a great deal, You may be some what 
surprised at the receipt of a letter from R. -- NY [Rochester, New York] -- but in the name of 
Sarah Anna Sibley -- you will recognize an old and familiar acquaintance, no other than an old 
roommate & school companion  -- , Do not think Dear Caroline! I have ever forgotten the kind & 
affectionate letter I received from you, I do not now remember whether I ever answered it, if not 
please accept my apology and receive this as an answer, although long in coming yet the 
friendship it breathes is never the less fine or lasting -- , but I am so anxious to learn what has 
been your destiny, that I can consume no longer time upon preliminaries, and you will not think 
me inquisitive, if I make many inquiries with regard to you, for I intend to give you the particulars 
relating to myself as minutely as you can wish to hear them.  I believe you were long since 
numbered one of Mt Holyoke’s [Mount Holyoke Female Seminary] graduates.  Are you still living 
with your parents in Norfolk or has some successful swain possessed himself of Caroline, to 
adorn, & beautify his home, in a neighboring village? -- remember me to your sister Mary [Mary 
Burr] & write me the particulars respecting her also.  Any thing relating to Mt Mt Hol [Mount 
Holyoke Female Seminary] -- will be received with pleasure, the fate or destiny of any we used to 
know there would be interesting.  Elizabeth Smith, my roommate is married to a young Physician 
here, named Dean, she has one child, they are in moderate though comfortable circumstances, 
you perhaps remember that she had a sister here, whose husband is wealthy, they are Baptists 
and it was through their persuasion that she married him, although she was formerly a 
presbyterian but it makes very little difference what his profession is if his is a Christian, we are 
not quite as intimate as formerly but are upon good terms, call & visit -- &c -- 
      Rochester [New York] March 30th 1847 
As you will perceive by my last date a long time has passed since I first commenced this sheet, 
my only apology must be that I commenced six long sheets to different correspondents at the 



same time, & have finished all but yours, but you will excuse it I know when I give you an account 
of my family matters, as I intend to do very minutely -- After I left you at So [South] Hadley [Mount 
Holyoke Female Seminary] I spent the time until september very pleasantly with my aunts in 
Hartford [Connecticut], then my Brother came down to New York, and came for me on his way 
home,  We went immediately to So [South] Hadley [Massachusetts] and arranged my affairs paid 
my bills, and left for Rochester [New York], I need not assure you I was overjoyed, once more to 
set my foot in the hall of my Fathers house, I met many happy faces, who all gave me cordial 
greeting, I recovered rapidly from my lameness, and have never been troubled since, The next 
september, one year from that time my only Brother, (of whom you often heard me speak) was 
married to a Miss Hastings of Clinton, near Utica [New York], of course I was there, quite a party 
of mine and my brothers acquaintances went down together, and we had as you may suppose a 
very agreeable time, there is a small host of their own family, fifteen children all living, an 
extensive circle of acquaintances & friends made a very large wedding I remained at the Dr,s 
while my Brother and his bride, took their wedding tour to N. York [New York] Hartford, Springfield 
&c., & designed to return with them, but the family would not consent to that at all, the Dr said he 
had lost one child, and it was but fair, he should gain another, so with much persuasion I spent 
eight months in their family, now you will say Sarah married some one there but do not be too 
hasty, and I shall tell you all about it, I returned home in May after my long visit, and my husband 
that is now, commenced paying his attentions immediately after, (we had corresponded by the 
way before I left Clinton), and we were married the folowing September, just two years from the 
time I left So. Hadley, what changes take place in the few short years of our lives?, with what 
rapidity we hasten from the cradle, to the grave?, so that we might so live as to be ready when 
the summons comes for us?, But I hasten to give you a description of my Husband and children, 
and to commence you will permit a wife to speak in her husband,s praise, God has indeed 
blessed me in giving me him in whom the virtues are all united, he is a devoted Christian, and to 
a perfectly amiable disposition, unites agreeable manner and a comely pleasant look, and 
although always pleasant he does not lack energy, he is enterprising in business, and although a 
new beginner as it were we are already possesed of a competence, have a fine house & garden 
of our own, we have nice fruit, grapes &c which we prize very much in a city, you will not think me 
egotistical if I proceed & give you a description of my children, for if I do not, I know not who will, -
- 
I have two children my eldest Mary Alida, (named, for my brothers wife) was four years old in 
January, quite a girl you will say?, she makes me feel quite matronly sometimes, when I look at 
so large a girl & think she is mine, would you like a minute description? she is quite tall of her age 
rather light hair, but it is growing dark, blue eyes and a fair complexion she has never been to 
school, but “says she goes to school to her mother”, I teach her evy day, she has known her 
letters since she was two & a half years old, and can spell in words of one sylable, she answers a 
great many -- questions in Geography can count &c, I do not mean to insinuate she is a prodigy 
or any thing of the kind, only that I have taken pains with her, and have taught her carefully, she 
goes to sabbath school every Sabbath, in the Infant School, where I am a teacher, and can take 
care of her, she goes to church with us in the morning, & from there right into the school at noon, 
she has learned several little hymns which they sing, also bible stories, and learns a verse <a 
verse> of Scripture to recite, It is quite a task to learn a little child to sew, by perseverance I have 
taught Alida to sew very neatly, and when she was three years and nine months old, I had 
finished quilting a good sized quilt which she had pieced intirely by herself, and the past three 
months she pieced another which, is not yet quilted, I get all new cloth for her, and design to keep 
them for her untill she is a young lady that I may show her what she did when she was a little girl -
- I mean to do the same by the youngest when she is old enough, for I use no partiality, they are 
very happy together and are just near enough of an the right age to be good company for each 
other, they play, the livelong days and never see[m] tired of each others society -- 
 But I did not design to occupy so large [a] share of this sheet with my own matters, but 
you will as you ever was willing to overlook a fault in me, do not fail to write me everything of 
interest relating to yourself, <yours>, and I know of nothing in regard to you which would not 
interest me, where is your good sister Mary [Mary Burr] now?  remember me affectionately to her, 
Do you hear from So [South] Hadley often?  I suppose you do, write me all about it, I 
occassionally hear something by way of my friend Elizabeth, but not very much, I suppose they 



have stricken me off the books of the Memorandum Society [of Mount Holyoke Female 
Seminary], for I receive nothing from them, The Secretary wrote me two or three times with 
regard to it I replied to it and sent all the particulars of my life &c. -- untill I became tired & wrote 
that if they were not satisfied now I would not try any more to make them so, -- Do you ever hear 
from Miss [Erving?] or Miss [Jones?], or any of our old companions.  I have nothing of my old 
complaint now and think the attack I had while there was owing to the climate, we all enjoy 
excellent health, I must addres you by your old name as I know no other, please wite me as 
minutely of your matters as I have of mine & belive me as ever your affectionate,  

Sarah [Aprin?] Alling. – 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]     Mr. Daniel Grant 
      Prairieville 
      Wisconsin 
 
[From]      John Grant 
      Apr. 1848 
      Mill Brook Ct 
      April 22 
      
 
 

Mill Brook [Connecticut], Apr. 21, 1848. 
 
Dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 
 It is truly a long time since I last wrote you.  It ought not to have been so long, but I have 
always felt that I was not quite ready or quite strong enough.  & so I have deferred. 
 
 I am now enjoying a little rest from my labors in school.  I closed my school three weeks 
ago & commence in three weeks again.  You of course know that I have been in Woodbury Ct. 
[Connecticut] only four miles from Dea. [Deacon] Woodward’s – some of the family having 
attended my school all the time thus far.  [Ann?] Maria the whole time – Martha all but five or six 
weeks - & Burr some weeks.  Have had a pleasant school tho’ [though] not quite so large as I 
wished.  A little time I had 33 – but my number did not average above 23 – for the whole time.  I 
shall probably have as many as 23 – the coming summer in time to continue 11 weeks only from 
May 15.  I hope to have a large & profitable school next winter if I live & am in health.  I have got 
along very well this winter – have pleased my pupils generally & their parents & have earned 
some reputation in my business, tho’ [though] not without effort & some trials 
 
 I have had pretty good health all winter & have had strength for my duties, but not a great 
deal to spare.  My general health is good enough & it’s only my back that gives me trouble which 
is easily fatigued – it is no worse than usual & I think is stronger.  I hope I am to continue as well 
but am not without my fears.   
 
 You are probably aware that Joel is about to be settled in Avon [Connecticut] – is not 
ordained but has gone there to live.  They are keeping house - & seem glad to be located, tho’ 
[though] the place is not so large as he ought to be located in – society is small – salary only 
$450 & parsonage   It is not at the church on the turnpike road bit south of it or rather between it 
& Collinsville.  I visited them last week – found them well, but hardly settled in their new home.   
 
 You have been informed that Marcus spent the winter in Woodbury [Connecticut] & 
attended my school – improved his time very well.  I do not know what he will do this summer.  
He is now with Joel helping him plant potatoes &c. altho’ [although] we expect him home soon. 
 



 It is as you can readily imagine very lonely here at home – no brother or sister here.  I 
shall probably not spend the whole of my remaining vacation at home, but do not know how soon 
I shall leave.  Geo. Woodman is to be married soon – probably in a week two & I shall attend the 
wedding & not return to these parts.  Aunt Banister [Zilpah Polly Grant Banister] has invited 
Martha Woodward to come & stay a few months with her to assist her & be company for her, 
giving her such opportunities for improvement as she can.  She will go on in a few weeks.   
 
 Our friends are so far as I know all well.  I have been about but little & have not seen 
them all.  Cousins Margaret & Isaiah are to teach in the same school at Falls Village this summer.  
Uncle Luther is very feeble & probably cannot endure much longer, tho’ [though] he may live 
many months. 
 
 I am sorry to know that you suffered so much from ill health in the early part of the winter 
but hope you are restored long ere this & that you are prospered in all your concerns   Let us ever 
remember in whose hands we are & live as tho [though] this world were not our home – for how 
short is our time here. 
 
 I hope you will write me soon as convenient at Woodbury & if I do not write again till 
another vacation you may rest assured that you will not be forgotten.  Mother sends love, but 
says she is too tired to write. 
 
     Your very affectionate brother 
        John – 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]    Mr Daniel Grant 
     Waukesha 
     Waukesha Co 
     Wisconsin 
 
[From]     Mother Grant 
     Sept 1848 
     Millbrook Ct 
     Sept 13 
      
     Colebrook [Connecticut] Sept 11th ...48 
 
My dear children [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 
I believe you think the letter I promised you when I sent the goods I have been so long about to 
send has been very tardy in its movements indeed it has been very different from what I intended 
it will be of no use to enumerate the many obstacles that have come in my way but after all last 
monday a week to day I went with the barrel well stocked with good to the Depot and I there 
found John Watson son of Jacob Watson who said he would see it started in the P M I have felt 
somewhat uneasy since that I did not see the Agent myself but he promised that he would be 
faithful and I thought he would so I left it with him to do the business and if he does the business 
as he promised I hope you will receive it ere long when I went with the barrel I carried your sister 
Elizabeth [Elizabeth Grant Burton] she and Mr Burton have after so many years made us a visit 
and it was a great pleasure to me she looks oh altered a good deal since you saw her my son she 
and I went in our waggon and Mr B in the stage she enquired about you and your family thought 
she should write to you but she has her hands and her heart full Lavinia is married and Margaret 
has poor health her children she left well they returned the northern route and had it in 
contemplation to call on Phelps at Canton I will have mention that the barrel was directed to the 
care of Mc Clune & Williams Millwaukie [Milwaukee, Wisconsin]  Mr. Allen was buried last 
monday I wanted to attend the funeral but felt more that I wanted to go with Elizabeth [Elizabeth 



Grant Burton] as far as I could he has been in a suffering condition for a long time  I shall mix my 
letter up in such a way that you will think strange perhaps <that I am more than usual light 
minded> I want to say to you that I fear you will never get your pay for the improvements you 
make on your Milwaukie [Milwaukee, Wisconsin] Wall people always say that improvements 
never fetch what they cost and people have such different views upon the subject that one man 
will want to undo all another does  I would like to have you sell it and pay your debts if you should 
have a good opportunity  I would like to know about your concerns as much as you think best I 
should, I went with E [Elizabeth Grant Burton] to see your father B’s [Mr. Burr?] family found them 
all well  Mary [Mary Burr?] sent you <her> a number of articles she will probably write you what 
Joel sent & a pair of books John a pair of pantaloons and a suit up a pair that I suppose <give> 
was John’s and some shirts and one of Marcus’ bosoms and a collar he was absent he left 
Collinsville after his father told him that he disapproved of his grinding axes and engaged in a 
[coal?] job in New Hartford he came home and staid four days when I was at home [&?] was 
pretty well but said he worked hard I put up as many apples as I could with the other things I put 
mine into some cloth that I thought would make you a pair of pillow cases sweet into one and 
sour into the other but the mice ate one and you can do what you please with them we have no 
apples this year and last year they were very knotty friends all well your Uncle Luther lives and 
may a good while yet he may not be the first to die in our family there is a good deal of sickness 
and a good many deaths in Winter Phinny Root’s wife is dangerously sick Abigail [Abigail Cowles 
Grant] is better and has been home and made a visit She does not nurse her babe at all I sent 
some new calico for [it &] a dress also two breadths of a dress that I thought might make her one 
but as I understand you may have more family make use of it as may be most for the comfort of 
your family two pair of morocco shoes of <m> Martha’s one indiarubber Mary sent a pair of 
indiarubber I did not send the dress patterns but sent a dress almost new which Martha said she 
thought you might wear with very little alteration she thought by letting down the [ep?] [...] each of 
you a pair of mittens and [also] two of the sheepskin mittens Susan [Susan Boyd J. Grant?] made 
for your father she made a pair for Marcus and they suited your father better and so they have 
both worn them and these have [lain?] by they were too large you will need I guess to cut out a 
little more than the seam I guess Caroline [Caroline Burr Grant] and sew them over but you can 
contrive that part I shall put a little into this letter and when you receive this write me soon and I 
shall want to hear from the barrel if you ever receive it I have not mentioned but a part of what it 
contains much love to dear Abby and from [your?] mother thank her for what she did to write her I 
was very tired when I commenced and I have written with my paper on a map lying in my lap and 
you and you will find it somewhat difficult to read may you enjoy the blessing of God and strive to 
live near to him don’t neglect your bible and under all circumstances spread out your wants 
before the Lord and store that tender mind that is commited to your care with that which is good 
not burden it be careful that her clothes are not tight [worm?] holes and all that there be no 
compression may the Lord be your guide & [grant?] help in time of trouble is the prayer of your aff 
[affectionate] Mother Grant 
      
 
     West Avon [Connecticut], Oct. 18, ’48. 
 
Dear Brother and Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant], 
 While at home last week Marcus handed me a letter from John to you in wh. [which] he 
had designed to enclose a half sheet.  But Mother’s sickness & his other duties prevented his 
doing it soon.  & he thought I had better bring it home.  I have long wished to feel able and have 
the time to write you, and that fully but know not that I shall ever do it with greater ease than now, 
tho’ [though] my space must be limited.   
 It is 7 o’clock in the morning.  My baby taking his morning nap in the cradle, husband in 
the study, girl washing dishes in the back room & I have one hand on the cradle, the other 
[grasping?] the pen.  We have a pleasant house & convenient, th’o [though] some of the rooms 
are too small.  If I ever have sufficient strength shall like housekeeping very much.  We had been 
here but six weeks when Johnny was home.  & those were weeks of great care in arranging and 
getting things comfortably [settled?].  Billah was with me five weeks after the birth of my babe and 
could she have stayed five more.  I might have been spared a great deal of suffering.  But as I 



can not have room to write every thing will only say that thro’ [though] the mercy of God I was 
spared, even after resting for some time [from] the [verge?] of the grave, and am now in tolerable 
health, tho’ [though] far from being strong, am able to endure.  Our boy’s name is John Cowles, is 
near six months old, weight 21 lbs. is perfectly pleasant, seldom crying if not sick.  He takes all 
his food from a bottle.  I was obliged to wean him when two months old, on account of a sore 
mouth, which is not yet well.  We have bought milk & butter all summer, but expect a cow today.  
Our expenses must greatly exceed our salary this year.  There is no end to demands upon the 
purse in sickness, and little economy in the kitchen, when hired help manages.  Our people have 
been very kind & thoughtful for us, thus adding greatly to our comfort. 
 We found Mother Grant very sick with Typhus fever, and seen how it may result, tho’ 
[though] there is hope in her case.  Sister [Parney?] had been dangerously ill with dysintery, but 
when we were there, was able to sit up an hour in a day.  Her beautiful babe 7 months old died 
two weeks since with the same disease.  Ann Elisa Knapp was buried last week Tues. her 
disease consumption.  There have been a great many deaths in Norfolk [Connecticut] the past 
season.  I wanted to see your sister M [Mary Burr], but there no time to go there, as we were 
gone from home but two nights.  I hope she will spend some time with us this winter.  The 
impression in N. [Norfolk, Connecticut] is that she is to be married  I did not see her gentleman 
when we were out.  Johnny is in my lap and joggles my pen.  I think he wd. [would] like to send 
his love to his Uncle & Aunt and cousin Abby.  Do let us hear from you soon, and all the 
particulars.  Joel sends love to you all.  I was sorry to send you nothing but that little [neck?] 
ribon, but did not know that the box still opens-  Those little dresses were out out <from> by one 
of my baby’s slips.  I like them very much.  If you name a babe tell us all about it, will you not.  I 
doubt not you had a comfortable time.  You got along so well before.  I was sick but three hours.  
Dr. Philo Rockwell is our physician.  We had others in council. 
      Aff. [affectionate] your 
      sister Abby [Abigail Cowles Grant] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Caroline Grant [Caroline Burr Grant] 

Newark [New Jersey], Sept. 8, 1851 
Dear Sister Caroline, 
 I today have opened my school according to arrangements.  I thought it best not to wait 
till the middle of the month.  My numbers of pupils today is only nine – it probably will be 
increased soon, though I know not how much. 
 Joel wrote you of the remittance from California by Bill of Exchange which was duly 
accepted and having matured on Sat. last I procured a Draft in your favor for $119 which you will 
find enclosed.  Any body who has any money dealings will give you money in full for it.  The 
second of the set of Exchange came first to hand so I used that, though the first was waiting me 
in this place.  I will send you the first which is not of any value now - you may feel a curiosity to 
see it.  You may do what you please with it. 
 Marcus wrote me but nothing beyond what he sent <you> Joel.  His letter was in the main 
a transcript of what he wrote him. 
 I am glad they have been able to send again this amount.  It proves that they are doing 
something.  I shall be able to effect an arrangement by which the money sent you may be 
deposited for this purpose of bringing Daniel home in case of need, if you wish.  Joel advised it 
and I do not know but it is expedient – cannot tell. 
 I am not fully refreshed by my vacation so as to be anxious to take hold again, but feel 
pretty well.  
Teaching is hard work as you very well know.  I hope to have at least 14 pupils but can live with 
less, if necessar.   
 On Thursday eve last attended the wedding of a classmate who has been engaged to the 
lady he married, six years and more.  He takes her this month to San Francisco, where he has 
been a Commission merchant three years.  His name is Bacon – the bride <Cor?.> Cornelia 
Thomson of New Haven.  We had a pleasant evening.  I did not fall in love with any of the ladies I 
believe.  The wrath is very hot.  Love to Eddie, with a kiss in my name.  Your affectionate brother. 



       Jno. [John Grant] Grant. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Caroline Grant [Caroline Burr Grant] 

Newark [New Jersey] Jan. 12, 1852. 
Dear Sister Caroline, 
 I took from the P. O. [Post Office] this morning a letter from Joel enclosing the 
accompanying sheet from California.  He does not state when he received it, but I believe it must 
have come in the same steamer with that from Daniel of which I have written you. 
 I am sorry to find the intelligence from Daniel and Marcus no more favorable.  I don’t 
know what to think of this prospect – or whether they ought to stay or come home.  They seem to 
think favorably of trying still longer.  I fear it will be of no avail.  
 Nothing has occurred worthy of record since I wrote last week.  I remain as when I saw 
you in regard to hopes and prospects.  Have no prospects matrimonially, as you will therein 
[infer?]. 
 We have still snow enough for sleighing I have not however enjoyed any rides myself.  
The weather has been mostly cold.  Snow has fallen more or less almost every day for a week.  I 
presume you have a great deal of it.   
 Joel suggests that I set about arranging for Marcus to come home if he will.  Probably I 
had better do so.  I have small means to employ for that purpose for I have up to the present time 
expended my income in paying debts of long standing.  I hope however now to be able to employ 
what I can save for some other purpose.  Perhaps it ought to be for that.  I am disappointed in his 
want of success. 
 Let me hear from you.  Give my assurances of regard to your parents and brothers – not 
forgetting to kiss little Eddie for me too. 
 Please tell me what arrangements have been made for Daniel’s return if he sees best – 
to avail himself of them, & how they were effected. 
    Your aff. [affectionately] brother Jno. [John Grant] Grant 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
  
     Flemington [New Jersey] June 29th, 1854 
 
My dear Mrs. Grant [Caroline Burr Grant], 
 
 Knowing the anxiety you must feel concerning your sister & as William [William Hill] is 
very much engaged through the day & too tired at night to write, I have offered to send you a few 
lines in his stead. 
 Mary [Mary Burr Hill] is certainly improving tho. [though] very slowly, she is now able to 
walk about a little & can use her hands sufficiently to feed her self. Last Monday afternoon 
William [William Hill] brought Mary [Mary Burr Hill] round to our house in the carriage, as we 
thought it would be much easier for us to take care of her here than at her own house, and as the 
house cleaning is not yet entirely finished, we intend to have it completed while she is with us.  
Abby & the two children stay here too, Abby & Sammie sleep together in the cotbed in our room 
and Laura in her little crib by the side of our bed, She has been very fretful for a day or two, 
(perhaps because of the heat) but is very good at night. She can stand alone for a few moments, 
& is quite active in getting about by the chairs, indeed I think will soon walk. You must not feel 
badly when I tell you that she seems to possess almost as strong an affection for her aunt Kate 
as she did for aunt Carrie in the winter. Mary [Mary Burr Hill] put on her short dresses the day 
after you left & she never took any cold from the change.  
 Mary [Mary Burr Hill] had a colored woman for three weeks, who nursed her very nicely 
she felt obliged to leave last Sunday & as we can get no one to take her place, suppose M. [Mary 
Burr Hill] will have to remain some time yet with us. Her appetite is much improved, but the Dr. 
will not allow her any stimulating food. She enjoys bread & milk, Farina, Raspberries, and some 
kinds of vegetables. 



 Today Hetty went to help Ann clean Mary’s bedroom & the front entry & there is yet one 
day’s cleaning to be done, for which we have engaged a colored women next week. 
 Mother was quite sick for a day or two, about a fortnight since,  & though better now, is 
not right strong, the warm weather debilitates her. Father is as well as usual, not very stout & has 
to work rather too hard now that our people are haying. 
 Yesterday morning Hetty & I attended the wedding of Mary Capner She was married at 
eight o’clock in the morning, Christiana & Mr. Nevins, were bridesmaid & groomsman. Soon after 
the ceremony the bridal party changed their dresses & started for Washington. The wedding was 
not large, only the brothers & sisters, with ourselves and aunt Capner’s family were invited.  
 William expects a pretty tiresone fourth of July, the band is going to attend a celebration 
at Somerville on that day. 
 Will bid you good night, as it is bedtime, if I have time will add a little in the morning, if not 
I hope you will excuse all blunders, as I have written in haste. I hope you will write as soon as you 
can. 
Friday morning) Mary [Mary Burr Hill] passed a comfortable night & is about the same as 
yesterday. The soreness, & stiffness is now confined chiefly to her neck & shoulders. 
 Abbie is well, went to church & Sunday School with me last Sabbath. You will be 
surprised to hear that we have had her hair cut, the barber came up last week & cut it, the long 
locks were saved for you. She now looks very nice with it fastened back with her comb, after her 
aunt was taken sick there was no one there to take care of it, & she could not keep it in order 
herself, so we had it cut. With kind regards to your parents & love for yourself, I remain yours 
Sincerely Kate Hill 
 
[written up the side of the page] Mary [Mary Burr Hill] sends love to all & thought she could write a 
few words, but it is mail time & if the letter remains until tomorrow you will not get it this week. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Very difficult to read] 
[Addressed to:] Daniel Grant Esq. 
     Norfolk  
     Conn. [Connecticut] 
 
     Canton O. [Ohio] July 22 
 
My dear Brother & Sister [Daniel Grant and Caroline Burr Grant] 
 I have neglected you in the matter of correspondence. I have long owed you a letter and 
long intended soon to pay the debt. 
 You have however frequently heard from me through our parents and through Marcus 
who saw me. 
 If I rightly remember too I have during long months owed my dear little niece Abbie for a 
very pretty letter she sent me. I beg to express to her my gratitude. I cannot write her today. 
 I have intended to start today for Austinburg [Ohio] for a visit of 10 days or so to Mr. 
[Burton’s] family but the rain prevented. I shall however if the weather favors go this p.m. as far as 
Cleveland and reach Austinburg tomorrow. Joel will probably meet me there on Friday and spend 
Sabbath. He has so written me.  
 I have continued as well as usual, and enjoy my stay here very much. – This [rises?] from 
a new attraction – or a new affection – or whatever it may be termed -- existing or [entering 
here?]. 
 It is proper to inform you without delay that I hope to find a lifelong companionship with a 
lady of my choice residing here. Indeed she has consented to become my wife next month, and 
so returns East with me. Her name is Gertrude S. Day. I shall probably send by post to be seen 
by Eastern friends a Dauguerrotype likeness of her which I had taken yesterday. She is younger 
than I would prefer, but I believe her to possess qualities of peculiar excellence and I trust she will 
be very highly appreciated by all my friends. I must think whatever befalls me they will ever bear 
in mind that in her nobleness of heart she was willing to forsake a cheerful home where she was 



peculiarly dear as an only daughter and an only sister to share my fortunes – knowing too all my 
past sad experiences and my apprehensions for the future. I often feel that I cannot consent that 
her lot should be cast in thus with mine yet I cannot refuse an affection so holy – so unselfish. 
She is unwilling to allow questions of health to stand the way of our union. We hope to be married 
in about four weeks.  
 To you, brother, it may be interesting to know that the home of this lady is where Hiram 
Griswold formerly resided -- her father having leased that property for some years past.  
 This young lady knew me last summer as an invalid – when neither of us would have 
thought of ever being more than kind friends to each other. 
 I hope that our union should it take place will be very happy  -- and feel sure that so far as 
lies in my power her noble devotion shall not be without reward. 
 I have not time or need to say more now. I doubt whether we shall have time to visit 
Conn. [Connecticut] this summer, but do not know with certainty. I presume I shall need to hasten 
to New York as soon as I can be off.  
 
[Cross writing on page 1] 
 I leave what I have written to your care to speak of if it seems best but I would prefer that 
it should be kept mostly within our family circle for the present.  
 With much love to Abbie and Eddie  
 I am ever your aff [affectionate] brother 
   Jno. Grant [John Grant] 
 
Will you come to the wedding? We shall be very glad to see you there. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Lockport Ill. [Illinois] Aug. 31, 1857. 
 
Dear Sister Caroline [Caroline Burr Grant], 
 I am not in a writing mood this morn, but perhaps shall feel more like it if I try to use a 
pen. At any rate the hour between this and dinner ought not to be useless, & I never can sew 
Mond. A.M.  

My husband [Joel Grant] arrived in the noon omnibus last Tues. I need not say he was 
heartily welcomed. The five weeks had seemed as many months to me, though in the meantime I 
had with Johny made a trip to Detroit [Michigan], & spent a week with a dear friend there. Mr. 
Grant enjoyed his trip very much and each visit; he has not yet had time to tell me all the 
particulars of each one, but does so from time to time as opportunity occurs. The freedom from 
care, change of air & scene &c, &c, have produced a great change in Mr. Grants health. He went 
away thin and feeble from the effect of that dreadful typhoid fever, but now is so fleshy & 
apparently so much stronger, that every one remarks it. It is such a privilege to get away from 
cares for awhile and rest. 
 I value very much those things you sent, the paper is always useful, and the socks not 
less so. One pair fits Mr. G. [Joel Grant] the others are just right for John. (he wore them to 
meeting yesterday) I do most of my woolen knitting, but never get time to knit cotton in any way, 
and the bought socks last so short a time.  

I wish I had something that will do you as much good as they will my husband & Jon. 
John read with interest his book – he remembers Abby & Eddie. 

John is very large of his age, but not at all precocious. “Slow & sure” is part of his nature. 
He is a good boy, obedient & kind. Poor Willy is having very hard fits today: he suffers none after 
the convulsions (then during them by prostration & feebleness _ _ 

He is very sweet tempered as you would know if you could see his face. It is a blessing 
that he has no distortion of feature, the only change in his so beautiful face being a lack of 
brightness in the eyes, and that is not more than is observable in many children, who have their 
senses. From what he says and [sings?], and acts, you would say there is no lack of intellect, but 
it is deeply shrouded by disease. The trial is great but it might be infinitely greater in a thousand 



ways. And I do feel that God does not subject us to it in vain. He knows just what we need, and 
will send no more.  

So it seems we have a new sister! I am glad, and hope she will be happy in her new 
sphere. Mr. Grant [Joel Grant] likes her and Susan [Susan Boyd Grant] writes that they all love 
her very much. I want to see her, but shall not soon.  It is fitting that John should have a young 
heart to cheer his, so sorrowed by suffering, and prospects of gloom. She may not realize more of 
care or anxiety, than any of us whose cares are different. They have my best wishes for 
happiness and prosperity. 

I have just received a copy of Mary [Hubbells?] memoirs.  
You must excuse every thing incoherent in this. I have had to get dinner, wait on Willy & 

entertain three callers but I should not have more time if I waited and am really anxious to send 
this by the P.M. mail. 

I shall always be glad to hear from you, I often think of you all and imagine you living up 
to North[. . .] but not as particularly as if I had seen you keeping house there. If you ever change 
yours for a western home, & are [. . .] here I hope you will make us a visit. I want to see brother 
Daniel & you and the children all together, & feel that I know you as a family. Remember me aff’ly 
[affectionately] to them all. Mr. Grant & John send love. Accept also the love of your aff 
[affectionate] sister   

     Abby [Abigail Cowles Grant] 
Love to any friends who man not have forgotten me in Norfolk [Connecticut]. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
Omaha [Nebraska] So. Wednesday June 27 [1860] 
 

My dear Aunt Caroline [Caroline Burr Grant],  
 I hesitated some time whether to write to you or Grandma to send with the letter that I 
have just finished to my Uncle and finally concluded that I would reply to your letter, knowing that 
in that way she would hear from me. Tell her I think of her often and would love dearly to see her 
but I by my last remove have more than doubled the distance between us -- I am thankful now I 
assure you for pen and paper and I think the man who invented writing should be considered 
quite as much of a public benefactor as he who invented printing. I wonder who he was and what 
he wrote first. Then just think of all that has been written since from the Bible down through all 
great and small books papers &c. to this letter which I am writing.  
 But enough of that -- you know I suppose, that I am living now, in sight of the fast flowing 
Missouri but you probably have not learned that my husband and I are keeping house -- I am now 
waiting for him to come home to supper which is all ready, -- We have rented a little house and 
are really a family if it is a small one. I have no servant -- but work right busily myself at doing 
what I know how to and learning the rest, and we think we are about as happy as we can be.  
 Mr. Gaylord, the Congregational minister came to see me one day last week and he 
spoke of visiting Conn. [Connecticut] last year, seeing you and visiting at Grandpa’s. He seems to 
be a very pleasant man <I> and I was very glad he thought to visit me for it was a treat to see one 
who knew so many of my Eastern friends.  
 I received letters from Mary Burton and sister Mary [Mary Burr Hill] recently from which I 
learn that Mary Burton is going into the Grand River Institute as Assistant or Associate Principal 
two weeks after she graduates which will bring it about five weeks from now. She seems pleased 
with the prospect and will I doubt not, do well. My sister does not wish to return to Painesville 
[Ohio] another year but will pursue her studies in Canton [Ohio] where she can have every 
advantage so far as teachers are concerned that they have at Painesville. She has set her heart 
upon teaching too but I don’t think Pa will be willing that she should go from home for that 
purpose. My precious “little Jennie [?]” as Boyd calls her is a great comfort to Mother and a great 
treasure to all of us.  
 Tuesday July 3rd I was interrupted just here by my husband and since then have not 
found time to resume my writing. We are having scorching weather for the last few days -- 
yesterday was terrible. The spring has been very dry too but the soil is so spongy that it seems to 
retain the moisture and vegetation is not suffering much.  



 You ask for the date of my little sister’s death. It was just one year from the 
commencement of this letter -- the morning of the twenty seventh of June, 1859.  
 I wrote to Abbie [Abigail Cowles Grant] at  [?] N. J. [Flemington, New Jersey] immediately 
upon the receipt of yours and shall hope to hear from her soon. I was under the impression that 
she was my debtor on the score of letters or I should certainly have written before.  
 Please write me soon and keep me advised of your whereabouts as well as your plans 
for the future -- also of my dear Grandmother and Grandpa. Give my love to them both and to 
Eddie -- bless his black eyes.  Thomas remembers all whom we saw at Mill Brook [Connecticut] 
when there with great pleasure and would send love if here.  

 Yours, &c.  
 Libbie [Burr] Hereford.  

 
-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 

 
      Mrs. Caroline Grant 

       Mill Brook 
        Conn. 

 
      Friday morn, Aug 24th, 1866 
Dear Mother, 
 Tis with a trembling hand & a trembling heart, that I write this morning.  I don't know 
exactly what to say, or rather how to begin. what I have to say.  I am feeling very happy & 
contented this morning despite all the trembling, for I learned last night that I am loved by one of 
noblest and best of men.  It is a perfect mystery to me how he can love me. but then he does love 
me & that is enough.  he desires that we be engaged soon. but I want to ask your consent of 
course, and he also wished me to.  Dear me! I havent told who it is, but you know of course: Mr. 
Burr [Almon Burr].  I did not have a long enough time to talk with him last eve to know concerning 
his future, but I am sure it will be all right.  O Mother! I <wh> wish you knew him.  he is so good.  
Only I dont see how he can love poor, wicked, weak Abbie.  Please write immediately & tell me if 
you are willing that I should engage myself to him. 
 Yours with love 
  Abbie. [Abigail E. Grant Burr] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[attached envelope addressed to] 
Mrs. Caroline Grant 
 Mill Brook 
  Conn. [Connecticut] 
 
     Oberlin [Ohio], Feb. 25th 1867 
 
Dear Aunt Caroline: 
 I did not think to have neglected answering your good letter so long. Housekeeping 
cares, new, and perplexing (sometimes), as you can imagine they would be to a beginner, 
together with the labor of getting regulated in our new home, must be my apology. Beside, I 
received news from Abbie [Abigail E. Grant Burr], which assured me that, for the present, she had 
no difficulty in deciding that it would not be wise for her to attempt to go on with study here. 
Another letter, which came last week, gives the cheering intelligence that she is much better—
feels as well as before. I know not what is best in the case but am strongly inclined to think, as 
she expressed herself in a letter to Mr. Burr – part of which I had the privilege of hearing – that it 
will not be best for her to return to Oberlin to study, until her health is fully established. Has not 
the confinement of regular, student life proved too much for her <her> in every instance in which 
she has tried it? I thought it would be so much easier for her, here, than at Holyoke [Mount 
Holyoke Female Seminary] that she might get along without breaking down, but the result of the 
experiment, renders it questionable to my mind, whether she ought ever to try to go through a 



course of study. She has, already, a very fair education, and might so improve herself by reading 
and private study (as she is able to bear it) as to attain a higher degree of intellectual culture than 
half our graduates. If her health should continue to improve, what would you think of her taking a 
small school in the vicinity of Grinnell in order to test her strength? – If she bears it well, perhaps 
it might be safe to return here in the fall, and resume study. I am glad she has the disposition to 
do something for herself. If she is able I doubt not it would do her a great deal of good to earn 
something toward paying her own expenses. If I were in her place, I should be very doubtful 
about the expediency of expending now, what would be likely to take just so much from my final 
portion, or what I might otherwise have, upon my settlement in life.  I know, by experience, what a 
satisfaction it is, to be able to help one’s husband in procuring a home and home comforts. If she 
had not a definite prospect of having a home of her own, before many years, perhaps I should not 
think of this; or if she had rigorous health, and could make the most of her time in study, with a 
prospect of being able to replace by her own earnings, either wholly or in part, the expenditures of 
her education, the case would be different. You will not understand by this, that I do not esteem 
the improvement of the mind, above every other temporal good; but, as I have often observed, 
time spent at school is not the only way of attaining this. 
 I cannot see how her absence for a time, from Oberlin, will at all affect her affairs with Mr. 
B. [Almon Burr] He is evidently deeply interested in Abbie, and judging from what I hear and see 
of him, is not a man likely to change his views hastily. He expressed himself to me, as decidedly 
of Abbie’s opinion that it would not do for her to try to study, at present.  
 Mother writes that it is a great comfort to her, to have Abbie with her. She makes herself 
very useful there, and is probably gaining somewhat in her knowledge and efficiency in domestic 
matters. Whether she thoroughly enjoys so secluded a life, I have no means of knowing. If she 
can be comfortable and happy there, I know she would be welcome to stay for any length of time. 
 I spoke of “housekeeping cares” when I commenced my letter. I believe I wrote you of our 
having rented part of a house (the first floor) for six months, dating from the 7th of Jan. when we 
moved here. By that time we think we may safely calculate upon the completion of our own 
house. I do my own domestic work, entirely, with the exception of part of the washing, and we 
enjoy being by ourselves, very much indeed, and I am becoming quite accustomed to my new 
responsibilities as housekeeper. I should like much to be able to get along without hired help, 
permanently, but there will be so much to do in getting ready to go into our new house, that I shall 
try to find a good strong girl when spring opens.  
 You have perhaps noticed in the papers accounts of the great religious interest here. It 
has been unusual, even for this place, and continues in all its power. Prayer meetings, twice a 
day, (in the afternoon and evening) have been kept up for months, beside the usual meetings of 
the week. The number of hopeful conversions among middle aged persons, men in business, 
engrossed in the world, and apparently entirely indifferent to the subject of religion, has been a 
source of great rejoicing. 
 You will be glad to know that I had a dear good letter from brother Thedie, last week 
expressing the hope that he had commenced a christian life. He was such an amiable, 
conscientious boy, before that this seemed the ‘one thing lacking’. 
 I have no special news from friends. Should be very glad to hear from Uncle John, but do 
not. Since I have been so busy, I have not been faithful to my correspondents, and consequently 
do not hear from them so often though my interest in all that concerns our friends and relatives is 
as great as ever. 
 If Giles were at home he would wish to join me in sending much love. 
     
     Your affectionate niece 
      Mary –  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Envelope addressed to] 
Mrs. Caroline Grant 
 Mill Brook 
  Conn. [Connecticut] 



 
     Oberlin, O. [Ohio] Sep. 17th 1867 
Dear Aunt Caroline: 
 Thank you very much for writing so particularly of Grandpa’s last hours. I had expected to 
hear of his death from what you wrote to Abbie [Abigail E. Grant Burr] while she was still with us. 
We have indeed great reason to take comfort in thinking of him as now at rest from all the 
burdens of life – Still engaged in the service of the master he loved but without pain or sorrow or 
weariness. I little thought when I visited Colebrook with aunt [Gertie?] in ’61 that it would be the 
last time that I should ever see my grandparents. I have often regretted that Mr. Shurtleff and I did 
not go to see them when we were at Newark directly after we were married. But though I shall 
never see them again in this life, I feel sure that I shall meet them in an eternal home if I am 
myself, faithful. 
 You speak of mother’s lameness. Thedie writes that she commenced to be troubled soon 
after Abbie left, and that she had some ill turns which she thought were worse than any in past 
years, but that she is better now. She had at that time (Sep. 6th) a good girl, who had been with 
her about two months. Thedie has resumed his studies at the College, and I think Philander’s 
work has taken him away from home much of the summer so that I <hope> trust she has not 
been overburdened with labor or care. 
 We moved into our new house Aug. 30th  It is not quite finished, but we make ourselves 
very comfortable without all the rooms, and are very happy in the prospect of having so nice a 
home which we may call our own. – Brother Edward was married in the Presbyterian Church in 
Lincoln on the 1st inst. and reached Oberlin with his bride the following Wednesday. They stayed 
until the next Monday. I liked my new sister Hannah, quite well. They seem very much devoted to 
each other, and full of enthusiasm and enterprise in view of their prospects.  
 Sister Lavinia expects to visit Ohio this month – is perhaps now in Jefferson, She may 
remain in the state until the latter part of next month. I intend to send mother some fruit &c. by 
her, and your package if you send one, might go at the same time.  
 I do not wonder that you have many anxious thoughts about Abbie. It must be hard for 
you to have your only daughter so far away. You inquire about her health. I should not think her 
by any means an invalid, though it is hard to form a judgment in regards to the matter. because 
under the <impulse> influence of excitement she will do and endure so much more than she is 
able to, ordinarily. She is not strong -- not able to endure hard work. I noticed one day when she 
did some washing for herself (my girl did her regular washing) she seemed quite tired out. I 
thought it might be because she was not accustomed to that kind of exercise. She often walked 
downtown and back (1/2 mile each way) without appearing at all fatigued. She also devoted 
herself to sewing with great patience and constancy and without complaining of weariness. Some 
of the work would have been quite perplexing to me for instance the making over of two old 
dresses and cutting a new one. – I told her one day that for me such work required more patience 
than teaching school. She seems to have a great dislike for teaching. I tell her that if she could 
simply teach without having the care of a school I think she would like it. I was pleased to hear 
that uncle John thought he should want her. It seemed to me that would be just the place for her. 
I should prize the privileges I should there enjoy and a home in his family so much. It would be 
my judgment that such a situation would afford greater opportunity for general improvement than 
the routine of school life. I believe Mr. Burr [Almon Burr] opposes the idea of her teaching 
anywhere.  
 It is pleasant to see him so tender of Abbie but it seems to me that he is unnecessarily 
so. His oldest sister two years younger than Abbie, improve[s?] the winter vacations in teaching 
district schools, and he himself (if I judge rightly) has earned his spending money, until quite 
lately, in a similar manner. For several terms past he has had some classes in the institution for 
which he is paid at the rate of .30 an hour. He will probably be able to find a situation which will 
pay him better during the winter, but I can hardly see how he could afford to pay Abbie’s 
expenses, at school, in addition to his own. I should dislike to accept such an offer, if I were in 
Abbie’s place. It probably would result pleasantly in this case, but I can but think of the case of a 
lady I well know who accepted a similar offer, for one term, and the match was soon after broken 
off by her lover. Of course in regard to this question, as well as the others of which you will, I do 



not expect you to receive my judgment as decisive. I can only tell how it seems to me. I always do 
that, candidly, where my opinion is asked, even though it may be likely to offend some one. 
 We see no reason to change our opinion in regard to Mr. Burr. We like his general 
characteristics, and think him a very promising young man. But we think his attachment for Abbie 
leads him into some extremes. He’s young you know, only a few months older than Abbie, and 
this is, I suppose, his “first love”. Some extravagance in the manifestation of his feelings seems 
quite pardonable. He seems to want to place her on a plane quite above the ordinary lot of 
mortals – keep her free, as far as may be, from either mental or physical labors and yet have her 
enjoy all the advantages which such labor procures at the expense of <others> himself or others. 
This does not seem selfish in him because he evidently does not seem to think Abbie is able to 
burden herself with any serious responsibility. She is the only person in the world who can 
convince him to the contrary, and this, I presume she can do, only by experiment.  
 I can but guess that his desire to have A. study more is due in great part to the pleasure 
he would enjoy in having her near him. I hardly believe he would particularly enjoy having her 
attend school away from Oberlin, though I may be mistaken in regard to that. To speak plainly, I 
am quite doubtful whether Abbie would be much benefitted by continuing her studies here. There 
would be so many things to distract her mind – calls from Mr. B. <and> the company of so many 
lively acquaintances &c.  – though from all that I could see, I should not judge that the state of her 
health <would> is, at present, such as to be a serious objection to her studying or teaching. 
 I have written a long letter, and must now close to attend to domestic duties. I still have 
my girl with me, a part of the time, and [Eltie Lenrant?], a neice of Mr. Shurtleff’s helps me some 
hours each day, but enough remains to be done to keep me busy most of the time. But I am well, 
now, and enjoy my cares. Please give my love to all at the “old homestead”. If any of them come 
this way I hope you will admonish them to stop at Oberlin. 
 
   Your very affectionate niece 
    Mary B. Shurtleff 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
     Oberlin, O. [Ohio] Nov. 26th ‘67 
 
Dear Aunt Caroline: 
 Not a day has passed since the reception of your last letter that I have not inwardly 
bewailed the press of duties which seem to crowd every moment of time, and render it almost 
impossible to give any attention to absent friends. You know it is something to clean and put in 
order a large house, and if you ever moved into an unfinished house where you were having the 
rubbish of the carpenters and masons constantly tracked into your furnished rooms, you can have 
some idea of what we have had to do and endure this fall. Add to this the labor of canning several 
bushels of different kinds of fruit, the entertainment of some company nearly all the time since we 
came here, and the effort to dispose of some of the sewing which <has> accumulated during my 
long confinement last summer, and you will not wonder, I think, at my being very busy. 
 Now in regard to Abbie’s [Abigail E. Grant Burr] health, I think I can say what may relieve 
you. So far as I can observe, I should think her to be in as good health as I ever knew her. I do 
not recollect having heard her cough at all since she came back from Iowa. She is able to read 
aloud for quite a length of time, without fatigue – a thing which I have not been able to do for 
years, and yet I have no idea that my lungs are at all diseased. Your letter was the first intimation 
I had had of a difficulty there. She has not complained of the other difficulties you speak of, 
except the pain about the shoulders. With the exception of two or three days, when there were 
special reasons for her feeling poorly, she has been about, appearing as lively and well as any of 
us. After receiving your letters I questioned her about her feelings and she admitted having all the 
troubles of which you speak, but said she was getting better all the time, and thought it quite 
unnessary to consult a physician, I told her she ought to write you what she thought, and I hope 
you have been already relieved, at least in great measure, of your anxieties.  
 I suppose she was quite sick for a time at Thompson, but she attributes her illness, in 
great part, to over exertion in taking care of Alice. – She left us yesterday morning to begin her 



school, and if <her school> it proves as pleasant as was represented, and her boarding place 
what she expects, I apprehend no difficulty for her. I know she was quite sick for a time in 
Grinnell. But the Dr. told her that the trouble arose from disease of the liver. I do not believe the 
trouble in her lungs can be owing to settled disease there. I think it must be sympathetic as her 
former physician thought.  
 I do not think Abbie need to return to Conn. on account of her health, but there are some 
other reasons why it seems a pity that she cannot be with you. If all goes as we expect it will 
probably not be much over a year before she will be settled in life and obliged to assume the new 
duties of the mistress of a household. These duties, it seems to me, will be very difficult and 
perplexing to her, unless she <has> gains considerable more experience in them, than she now 
possesses. What she does, she does well, but she lacks the ability to dispatch work and, I think, 
now finds it about all she knows how to do, to take care of her own clothes.  
 Then again it hardly seems to me that one or two terms more study here would be of any 
particular advantage to her. To be frank, during the two terms she has already spent here, 
according to the testimony of her teachers, she has not gained very much in scholarship. It could 
hardly be expected, that one who had so many calls, and so many distracting influences, would 
be very devoted to study. Should she attempt study again, she will be similarly situated, if Mr. 
Burr [Almon Burr] is here. After she came back here, from Thompson, he called upon her on an 
average, once a day, often staying several hours. If I were in her place I think I should not attempt 
to study, but should want to be getting ready to keep house. It will take her a great while to make 
up every thing she needs. I have found that by sad experience, you know, house keeping goods 
were so expensive for some time before I was married, that it <was> seemed poor economy to 
buy them, until they were cheaper. It is not so now, and it would probably be a great gain if she 
had them all ready for her when she comes to want them. 
 You need not feel at all troubled about Abbie’s having been burdensome to us. I feel that 
I owe you such a debt of gratitude for your kindness to mother, that I am glad of the opportunity to 
repay it, to some extent, to Abbie. I feel deeply interested to have every thing done for her, which 
will be “for her best good”, as you say, and have long felt that it was my duty to say what I have 
with regard to her longer stay in school here. Mr. Shurtleff has told me again and again that I 
ought to write you how it was.  
 Please give my love to Uncle Marcus, and accept a double portion for yourself. Do not 
think that I shall always be so negligent about answering your letters. Our house is just about 
done now, and when it is once in order I expect to have some leisure. 
 
    Very affectionately, 
     Your niece 
      Mary B. S.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]  Mrs. Caroline Grant 
   Care Wm. Hill Esq. 
   Flemington 
   N. J.  
Rec’d letter sent March 1868 – from Mary Shurtleff 
   Oberlin, Ohio  
   March 25th. ‘68 
Dear Aunt Caroline: 
 I have waited a day, since receiving your letter, in the hope of seeing Abbie [Abigail E. 
Grant Burr]  as I wanted to inquire more particularly about her health before I wrote.  But for fear 
you may be unduly anxious about her, I conclude to write today.  I saw her Monday (day before 
yesterday) and she seemed as well as usual – said she had been doing the washing, and had 
had a fine day for it.  I think she has about given up her plan of going to Cleveland, though I am 
not sure.  The last time she spoke of it, she said the teacher of drawing, in Cleveland, had been 
sick for some time, and her place had not been filled, and she should certainly not want to go until 
it was.  She has gone into two classes in French, and is taking lessons in drawing, here.  I do not 



think her health is as good as it was during the winter.  She has spoken of being sick, not able to 
attend her classes, several times.  Yet I do not know that there are any indications of permanent 
poor health.  In speaking of it, she attributed her feeling poorly to the “spring weather.” 
 Mr. Burr [Almon Burr] came back from Cleveland quite worn out – was sick with fever for 
a time, but is better now, has commenced study, and teaches one class, though he does not look 
as vigorous as usual.  Probably he and Abbie have not fully matured their plans for the future, 
and perhaps this is the reason she has not written you.  I have been glad to learn the Mr. B. does 
not call upon Abbie nearly so often as he did last fall.  That will be better for both of them, so far 
as study is concerned.  I think Mr. B. is anxious that some plan should be devised by which Abbie 
can have some opportunity for study and improvement and yet not do enough to endanger her 
health.  If the matter is left to them I think it will be managed so that she can remain here or near 
here, as Abbie seems to dread the idea of going to N. J.  I really do not know whether there is any 
serious objection to allowing Mr. Burr to make Abbie’s arrangements for her or not.  What think 
you?  I feel as if I should like to have her a little more independent of him, at present, if she could 
be as well provided for by some other <way> friend.  Your plan for having her with you at your 
sister’s, with the opportunity she would there enjoy for French, would strike me as a pleasant one, 
but I see she does not so view it.  
 I cannot give any advice, as I really have not an opinion of my own as to what is best for 
Abbie, though I fell greatly interested to have the best thing done. 
 I am glad you are thinking of getting settled.  I think it will seem so much pleasanter and 
better <for> to you all, to have a home of your own, even if it requires a separation from those you 
love, and a removal to the west.  If you do go west, cannot you make Oberlin as visit as well as 
Grinnell?  We should be so glad to have you.  
 You have probably heard, through Abbie, of Phil’s marriage to Rubie [M....?], on the 5th 
of Feb.  They made us a visit, of about ten days, just after, there returned to her home in 
Madison, until two weeks ago, when they started for the west, stopping here on their way.  We 
liked Rubie very much.  She is a few months older than Phil, so is nearer my age than any other 
member of the family.  She is industrious and seems to understand all kinds of work, though she 
is not very strong  She is intelligent, well educated, refined in her manners, and best of all, a 
Christian.  We think she will be a great acquisition to the family.  I do hope mother will feel more 
cheerful when she comes to have such pleasant company. 
 Thedie is attending school – if he goes on, will enter the Freshman class in Iowa College 
next fall. 
 - My health has been quite good since I last wrote – I have been quite busy, providing bedding 
for our new chambers, getting them ready for students, etc.  We rent three of our chambers to 
students, real nice young men, one in a room, but do not take boarders.  We enjoy being quiet 
and by ourselves.  I feel a good deal more at leisure, this spring, - or perhaps I should say less 
pressed with work – than for more than a year before.   
 Before closing, I want to tell you how nicely I think Abbie got along last winter. Besides 
teaching, she accomplished a good deal of sewing, so that I almost feel like taking back what I 
said about her “lacking dispatch.”  I am called away and must close.  Mr. Shurtleff joins me in 
sending love. Your affectionate niece 
   Mary. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Printed: Oberlin College,   Thank you for  
Oberlin, Ohio.     the pen holder I 
Office of the Registrar,   have it with me 
H.C. King, Miss M.B.P. Hill.] 

Oberlin Ohio 
Jan. 10, '71 

Dear Aunty: 
 Your letter received yesterday and to day they forwarded the one you sent home 
Intended to write for Christmas but found so many things at home to do and wished to do much 
more than I could 



 You are not to save any money for me for next summer I do not want you to think of it.  
Reached Oberlin last Sat. night Jan. 3rd at eight oclock  Began work Monday A.M. & as it has 
been the first week of term have been exceedingly busy.  I want to wish for you & Uncle D. a 
bright and pleasant New Year and thank you for all the good wishes you sent me 
 Now as to the spoon business You are under no obligations whatever to let Cousin 
Cornelia have that spoon  Just tell her that you have but one and do not wish to part with it  We 
have one and until we are worse off than we are now no money will buy it  Cousin C. should have 
taken care of the one she had  They are beautiful spoons and should be kept according to my 
belief where they are  I remember that the broken one was remodeled but do not know who has it 
probably Abby  Don't sell you spoon  If Ed does not care particularly for it, Abby will I am sure 
 As to Cousin C's question about me I would rather that you admit the fact that I am to be 
married but you will tell particulars later  I cautioned Sam but suppose in some way the Bentons 
have got hold of it  It is not known here  Am sure none of the Burrs have heard of it  In the course 
of a month or two I hope to let you talk about it all you want to  You may let Ed read Allie's letter 
but please do not let him mention it to Abby yet  My reasons are good  Thank you for being so 
good about keeping it to yourself  I do appreciate it.  I have scarcely seen Mr Wright since my 
return, He is full of college business until after the 20th of this month  After that I hope to have the 
opportunity to talk over many things with him  He is not rich but he is every thing else that a man 
ought to be and I am a fortunate woman to have the affection of such a man 
 Professor Shurtleff is out but not well  Have not spoken to Mrs S. since return but have 
seen her 
 I am well  Have not looked so well for a long time  Want to keep so 
 Now must stop  Have a little sewing that must be done and this half day is most gone  
Shall be glad when we can see the days grow longer  
 Love to all but the great share for yourself 
  From your loving niece 
   Mary H. 
Did Allelta tell you that Mrs Earl brought me a 1/2 doz. pr. of beautiful kid gloves from Paris  
Wasn't it good of her 
[written across verso] I want you to know that Mrs Johnston said some very nice things to me just 
before I went home about my success here in my work. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

[Stationary]  Oberlin College 
Oberlin, Ohio [handwriting starts] Apr. 6th 1875.  

 
My dear aunt,  
 I have been thinking from day to day ever since I received you last letter that I must not 
delay answering it, and last night, in order to be sure not to fail in sending out a letter today.  I 
decided to begin writing this morning before any other work should engage my attention.  I have 
something to tell you about, in which I know you will be interested.  I attended the golden wedding 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Malthy last evening, and will produce to you some of the features of the 
occasion which particularly impressed me.   
 We received our invitation more than a week ago from a Miss Ayers (the Principal of the 
High School) who resides in the house between the Malth’s and Prof. Smith’s.  She said the 
neighbors were greatly interested in the coming anniversary and were going to do all they could 
to make it a success.  To relieve the family, who were to have company from abroad, they 
insisted upon <preparing> providing all the refreshments except, I believe, the meat and fruit.  
Nicer cake and biscuit I am sure I never was made.   
 The company was received in the two front rooms the double doors being thrown open.  
There must have been over fifty present.  They were all from Forest St. except the relations from 
abroad Prof. & Mrs. Cowles, Mr. & Mrs. Brand, Mr. S. and myself.  We considered ourselves quite 
honored to be invited.   
 The rooms were pleasantly adorned with flowers and evergreens.  Festoons of evergreen 
hung from the casings of the double doors and other appropriate places.  There was a beautiful 



pyramid of rare flowers in the recess of the bay window where the bride and groom sat in easy 
chairs, and there were handsome boquets in baskets and vases in other parts of the room.  I 
think all the green houses and conservatories in town must have been laid under contribution to 
furnish so many. <After> 
 After refreshments were served Prof. Cowles was called upon for remarks.  He naturally 
dwels somewhat at length upon the great changes which have taken place since he and Jesse 
Malthy were school boys -- the greatly increased educational advantages and progress of 
Christian enterprises of every kind.  He referred to the upright and excellent character of the large 
family, thirteen in number, of Mr. Malthy’s father, and mentioned the fact that a daughter of an 
older brother present, was a missionary on heathen ground.  
 This brother followed with a short speech which I did not distinctly hear, but which had 
reference to the value of early Christian training. Mr. Shutleff then read from letters of about 
relations expression regret a not being able to be present, among them one from Lea Collar and 
his wife.  Mr. S. spoke of his visit at Lea C’s -- his pleasant impressions of the country and people 
about Mrs. Malthy’s old home &c.  
 The bridegroom in his characteristic way gave an account of <the> his marriage the 
manner in which he pursued his work of carpentry and joinery in those <years> days, his trip to 
Ohio, his residence in Bristol and since then in Oberlin, Some things which he said were quite 
funny and amused his hearers very much.  In conclusion he thanked the neighbors for their 
interest and kindness, and thought he should know them better after this.  Mr. Bushnell (the father 
of Mrs. Prof. Smith) made the wittiest speech of the evening in giving reminiscences of the time 
<evening> when he and Mr. Malthy and a few other were managers and proprietors of a Rail 
Road.  They were so generous to passengers that they not only gave free tickets but entertained 
them on their way.  Of course we soon perceived that he was talking of the underground R.R. for 
transporting fugitive slaves to Canada -- Prof. Ellis made the concluding remarks and a prayer 
which was full of interest and feeling.  I have gone so much into detail because I felt sure you 
would be interested and I hope that through you Mrs. Collar may hear about it unless she is more 
particularly informed by some one else.  I learned yesterday from Minnie Hill that you are in 
Flemington and I want to write to Abbie I will communicate what further I have to say to her, 
expecting that you will also have the benefit of it.  Your affectionate niece.  

Mary B.S. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Mrs Caroline Grant 
   Clayton 
    Mass [Massachuetts] 
 

Colebrook Sept 16th/80 
Dear Aunt, 
 Was very glad to get your letters, glad to know that you take an interest in Father & 
Mother, Charley took me home Sunday night, & asked Mother if she would like Marion to come & 
stay a while with her, she said No: one Benton was enough thinks can have one of John Robart's 
sisters said she did not want Aunt Abbie [Abigail E. Grant Burr], so did not send, Julia's sister 
could not come was not well,  When home Sunday night Mother said she was some better than 
when we were at Uncles, has been taking hop tea; that is good for the nerves, does not get up in 
the morning as early -- says gets more rest, I do hope she may get better, it does trouble me. but 
as you write I take it to the "Lord in prayer," & it is a help to me many times, then again it does not 
seem to help me as much, Oh dear! there are times when I do not know what to do, I am alone 
now for a few days.  Father Eunice, & Anna, have gone up to Monterey, coming back Saturday, it 
seems nice to be alone, only three of us not a large family.  E- expects to be married before many 
weeks, Cousin Nellie Northway is to be married next Wednesday  C. & P. will go over home 
Tuesday night so I will be there to help Mother get ready in the morning, says she cant get ready 
alone & I am very glad to help her, mean to help her put up some peaches when we get back 
from wedding, Thursday after C. & J expect to start for brother Alberts, will be gone about a week, 
Ralph & wife are well or were yesterday, 



Sunday evening You see it takes one some time to get a Letter started.  have not had a good 
opportunity to send Ralph was here yesterday for about an hour, says thinks does feel better, 
Father, Eunice, & Anna was there to tea last night, E. said Mother told her to tell me she was 
better, so glad, but suppose she is not well, C. & J have been over to M. Phelps this evening, a 
pleasant time Must stop now & go<t> to bed, C. joins with me in sending love to you  
 
[written across first page] & Uncles folks  Hope you will write me again glad to hear from you & 
would like to have you visit me,  
      aff 
       Mary 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] To- 

Mrs. Daniel Grant 
   New Marlborough 
    Berkshire Co. 
     Mass. [Massachusetts] 
May the Second 
 1891. 
My dear Grandma, -- 
 'Twas so sweet to me to open that box full of delicate color & fragrance & find it was your 
thought that sent it to me that bright sunny Monday morning. -- I never saw larger or more perfect 
clusters, thy were beautiful Grandma mine. & I thank you with all my heart appreciating the time 
you had & trouble, in fixing them. 
 Mamma's letter a week or so ago, spoke of a new little one in Uncle Edwards home.  I 
hope Auntie & the baby are growing strong fast. -- It must be so hard for Aunt Lucy she has been 
poorly for such a long while -- give her my love, & sympathy for her weeks of pain.  How happy 
she will be soon, with all her girls about her.  Mamma doubtless envies her their companionship, 
she herself is so lonely. -- I am getting very anxious to go back to her for she needs me more 
than she can or will tell. & I feel so ashamed of myself, having all these good times & easy 
undisturbed days -- to be sure getting more strength in each one, -- but so seemingly idle beside 
her['s] busy & burdenfilled.  However she has gotten along better than I dared dream of. -- They 
are about as usual I think now, though Harold is ailing rather more than common. 
 I hear from Laura Shurtleff very often from her last accounts I judge they are all getting 
better, their mother is with them again & Uncles expected soon. 
 Grandma I was so pleased to hear of Cousin Minnie's engagement.  I have always 
admired Prof. Wright, & since he has shown his good sense & taste in asking her to help him in 
his life work, I think the more of him.  
 They all have been quite laid up & good for nothing at Grandpa Burr's this whole winter & 
spring. & not being able to sell their place in O. [Oberlin, Ohio] are rather giving up the Winstead 
[Connecticut] plans. 
If nothing happens I shall return to Beloit in June a much improved daughter bodily.  May these 
warm spring days make you & Grandpa more comfortable, adding new strength & peace to your 
true & patient lives. 
 With much love to you both. 
 Your affectionate  
  "Granddaughter Carrie" 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to:] Mrs Daniel Grant -- 
   New Marlboro -- 
    Berkshire Co. 
     Mass. 
[Printed:] Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio.  Office of the Registrar, H.C. King ; Miss M. B. Hill. 



[Handwritten:]    Oberlin, Ohio. 
       May 6th '91 
Dear Aunty:  
 That box of beautiful Arbutus came last eve and my room was scented with its delightful 
fragrance.  Thank you so much for it.  Have been wanting to write you ever since the term opened 
but how been unusually busy during the day with writing & have not forced myself to write at night 
as no doubt I should have done.  We have had a beautiful April warm pleasant spring days and 
the trees coming into leaf.  Apple trees in blossom, and the prospect for fruit is good both here & 
in New Jersey.  You have doubtless heard from Abby and know that my engagement is known 
here in Oberlin and any body is welcome to talk about it to any body else  In order to appoint my 
successor it was necessary to give in my resignation to the Faculty -- I am happy to know that 
they accept it with regret and all give hearty testimony to the fact that I have done my work 
successfully, to the satisfaction and, pleasure also, of the Faculty and have been of real service 
to the College 

All of which does me much good both for the sake of those at home for Mr Wrights sake 
& also for my own sake,  I do want to write to Mary Burr Sage but do not know when I shall get at 
it  There seems to be a good deal ahead of me  Have been trying to decide on my three new 
dresses because it will be to late to have any choice after I go home  Have bought a thin black 
sort of crepe to make up over my old black satin skirt that is to be my handsome dress 
 I expect to be married in August probably about the middle tho' we have not decided 
upon the date  Probably shall not until toward the end of the term  Mrs Shurtleff & Professor S. 
have returned & look<s> very well indeed   Mrs S. was very pleasant in her congratulations and 
did not mind at all that she was not consulted said we did not need any advise  All of Mr Wright's 
friends Pres Fairchild and others seem to feel that he is doing the wise and good thing in taking 
this step, and that is very pleasant for me,  I shall not get home before middle of July as I wish to 
leave my work in as good shape as possible  Oh I shall be glad when these two months are over.  
How is Lucy getting on & what do they call the baby  How are you  Hope you do not feel obliged 
to 
 
[written across first page:] keep constantly doing more than you are able to do  I would like to see 
you very much but do not see my way to it  Give love to Uncle Daniel.  Carrie Hill seems 
unusually well for her this spring & I am thankful  Goodbye  Keep as well and as happy as you 
can 
   Lovingly your niece 
    Mary T. B. H. 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Bittersweet Flemington NJ Sept 5/91 
Dear Sister 
 We did not intend to keep you quite so long waiting for news of the wedding, but so many 
letters have had to be written and the girls have been so busy with fruit drying & canning that the 
time has passed and with it the opportunity of writing before--.  This morning we have had 
another heavy rain and I am thus prevented from working the garden among the Celery. and you 
should have the time that was to be spent in hoeing -- Mr Wright came Monday morning before 
the great day -- and stayed with us that night.  They were married at 2 oclock PM Tuesday by 
Doct Mott.  Married with a ring -- Min [Mary P.B. Hill Wright] was dressed in her travelling suit of 
dark blue & white with bonnet of about same shades -- The front Parlour had a bank of Golden-
rod from floor to top of Mantel and all round the room & in back Parlour were many beautiful 
vases of flowers,  The neighbors sent in lots of flowers, and our boarders helped arrange them -- 
The rooms looked very pretty.  Min had a number of presents that are quite handsome -- The 
St[...] gave her a large cut glass bowl -- cruet -- and Olive dish  Soph Hill a cut glass bowl -- Cos 
Tom & wife 1 dozen silver coffee spoons -- 5 Teachers from Oberlin sent each a coffee spoon 
with their initials on -- Sam & Carrie gave 1 dozen silver tea spoons -- The Misses Prichard 3 
silver table spoons.  Chalmers 3 dessert spoons  Al a silver butter knife -- Mrs Earl gave her 1/2 
doz pair of kid gloves.  Silver bracelet 2 gold coffee spoons from Paris -- 1/2 doz hem stiched 



handkerchiefs with M, embroidered on the corner.  C H Anderson & wife a handsome black fan 
with tortoise shell ribs -- Mr & Mrs Hyde a rocking chair -- Mrs Nevise sent a handsome 
embroidered scarf, done on Botting cloth -- and there were numerous other small things that I 
cannot now describe -- Ellen Stout has a silver sugar spoon for her & Mrs Bullock gave her 10 
dol. to get something she would like -- They left at 3.45 P. M for Washington DC -- Where they 
have been until yesterday when they were to start for Oberlin -- As they left they were showered 
with rice and an old shoe thrown for good luck let on top of the Carriage and was there when they 
arrived at the Depot -- They had pleasant time at Washington except one or two hot days -- Made 
several excursion around the City. to Mt Vernon -- & <John> Cabin John bridge -- the largest 
single stone arch in the world -- 240 ft wide & 90 ft high -- Attended meetings of the Scientific 
convention -- Min says many of the men are cranks & their whole conversation is scientific --  
 We are all very well pleased with Mr Wright  he appears very gentlemanly & thoughtful of 
others -- M. says she is very happy -- We rather hoped they would return this way but they gave 
us the go bye on the score of economy -- We are getting on comfortably at home now.  Al is 
much better than she was a while back and Carrie seems to endure her summer work well -- Did 
not have very many at the wedding our out of town friends did not come except. Cos Tom & wife 
C H Anderson & wife -- and Sophie Hill was with us for 3 weeks -- and was a great help in very 
many ways -- She made a new white dress for Sophie to wear at the wedding & when she went 
home took one that was cut out for Mary and made & sent it home the other day -- One of our 
boarder has left and Sister Let has been away on a visit for a week --  Fruit has been very 
abundant and is yet  Peaches have been very low and the late rains have injured the quality of 
the crop -- Good peaches have sold for from 30 to 50c basket the last week -- The girls have 
dried a few and made some peach butter -- Apples very good & plenty -- My garden has been 
good all through and we have had a great abundance of sweet corn & Lima beans -- 
Our refreshments at the wedding were Chicken Salad, Sandwiches of Ham -- Rolls, (Carries 
made/ Ice cream -- cake, Olives & coffee -- we made but little display but abundance. 
Sam was with us a week and we enjoyed his visit, and the children enjoyed being altogether once 
more -- 
Sam took a picture of Mary as she was dressed for the occasion in low necked & short sleeved 
dress -- She looked very pretty and was quite self possessed running around among the 
strangers -- The Steeles have been very kind to us  This summer they have taken Carrie out 
riding two or three times and it was their young people that brought the Goldenrod -- I forgot to 
say that we had had rain the morning of the wedding but when they left the rain was over -- 
 I attended the funeral yesterday of John P Blackwell. the last of the old Members of the 
family.  We were all very intimate with them years ago -- Hope you & Daniel are comfortable -- 
and that you can enjoy the pleasant days that we have.  How Many of them there were the fore 
part of the summer -- My health is pretty good now and I can walk 3 or 4 miles without discomfort.  
Have been up on the hill twice lately and enjoyed the walk and the beautiful view greatly --  
I Hope this will come up to your expectation and be detailed, & specific enough for your taste in 
such matters -- Certainly it is long enough to satisfy a good deal of longing -- 
 All send love & good wishes and so do I 
  Affectionately yours 
   William Hill 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
      Bittersweet 
       Flemington N.J. [New Jersey] 
        Oct 4th 1891 
Dear Aunt Carrie 
 Have intended to write for the last two Sundays but did'nt find time one evening I went to 
Church and last Sunday afternoon went to the Sunday School Anniversary with the children, and 
that took all the afternoon we did'nt get home until half past five, and in the evening I did'nt feel 
equal to writing.  We have been without a girl for more than three weeks now, and while 
the boarders stayed were kept pretty well on the go, but they have all left now, part went last 
Monday morning, and the other two on Wednesday.  It is a relief not to have to fuss over meals 



so much.  We began churning again the first of September churn two and three times a week and 
get from ten to twelve pounds of butter at a churning.  We are having a very warm Fall, need 
summer clothing yet, and have had no<t> frost as yet.  The thermometer now (4-30 P.M.) 
registers 80° on our front porch.  Fruit is very abundant in this part of the country, the apple 
orchards are loaded, peaches very plenty and cheap, and Father says he never saw finer corn in 
his life.  Father and I were out for a ride Wednesday.  Father had business in Annandale and he 
rode over there, and took me with him.  It is about twelve miles from here, and we had a perfect 
day, and the roads were in splendid condition. 
Peaches are almost over and how good these last ones taste. 
Mrs Grey was buried a week ago Tuesday.  She was in Oswego with Helen at the time of her 
death.  Was buried here in the Cemetery.  Helen, Mrs Charles is still here, visiting at Voorhees!  
She and her little daughter, the youngest, called the other day.  I had gone to Mission Band 
Meeting, and did'nt see her but Alletta & Auntie were home.   
Sophie came home from Sunday School to day feeling very happy because she has been 
promoted to the big room  Mrs Bell Thorton (Bell Mott) is her teacher.  She received a copy of 
The New Testament this year for learning the little catechism.  She was also promoted to the next 
higher room in day school this Fall.  She has learned to read very well indeed, and is fond of 
reading to herself.  Will started to school for the first this year.  He doesn't enjoy it very much yet, 
it is pretty hard work for him to keep still.   Alletta expects to go to Bloomsbury for about 
two weeks soon and I hope nothing will prevent her going.  The change will do her good I think 
and she did'nt get up there this summer as usual.  She will take Mary with her, but of course the 
others must stay at home to attend school.  Mary does'nt look as though she needed a change.  
She is as big and fat and healthy as any one could wish.  Was two years old on the twenty 
seventh of Sept.  She begins to talk more now, but does'nt speak as plainly as the others did, is a 
little tongue tied.  Sam took a photo of her in her "wedding dress" when he was home and I will 
get Alleta to send you one.  We think them very good.  We have begun house_cleaning have two 
rooms done. 
Kate Capner is to be married on Thursday.  I am invited to the wedding and expect to go.  She 
marries Hirvey Finch Jr. 
 
[written across first page] Father is feeling quite well at present  The rest of us are all well.  I 
enclose a letter of Mins.  Please send it on to Sam when you have read it, Dont send it around to 
the relations please  Abbys caps have arrived and Min says they are lovely, hand_painted and so 
dainty.  Give my love to Ed & family and Uncle Daniel, keeping a large share for yourself  
      Aff. your niece 
       Caroline 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
[Addressed to]   Mrs. Daniel Grant 
    New Marlboro 
    Berkshire Co. 
    Mass. [Massachusetts] 
About Prof. W. 
        Sunday P. M. 
        Aug. 10th. ‘90 
Dear Aunty: 
 Have been wanting to write you every day since reaching home July 16th but so many 
things have kept crowding in  We were sorry not to go and see you but it did not seem best and 
now there is a bit of news to tell which will make you want to see me  I know just before I left 
Oberlin I promised Professor Albert Wright that I would resign my position as Asst. Regstr. and 
take the position he offered me that of a wife in his home  He is nine years older than I, his first 
wife has been dead thirteen years  His daughter Helen is nearly 14 yrs. old.  It was a great 
surprise to me I have known him very well as he was the Registrar when I went to O. and he 
taught me the duties of my position  He was always very kind and I learned to admire him, and 
respect his judgment  He visited us this past week and the family are all pleased with him.  It does 



not seem at all real to me yet.  I return to my work the 10th of Sept.  I do not know when I shall be 
married.  Probably in the Christmas vacation but nothing definite has been decided 
 Please do not tell the Burr’s from Oberlin of this  We are not ready to have Oberlin people 
in general know of it  Of course Prof. W’s family know it.  Do not tell Almon if he should come  I 
heard that he thought of going to Conn. for a few weeks.  Wish very much he would stop here on 
his way home 
 If I had plenty of money I would come & see you but it does not seem best just now 
 We except Sam sometime this week to spend a few days  Miss Jacot is here  Goes to the 
sea shore tomorrow & returns next week to stay until Sept. lst.  Carrie enjoyed her trip to O. and 
seems better  Father is pretty well now  Allie and Chalmers go to Bloomsbury tomorrow for a few 
days  Chalmers mother is not well so Sophie and will stay at home 
 Now I have this other letters to write  Please keep my news to yourself like the good 
Aunty that you are 
  Your loving niece 
    Minnie P. B. H. [Mary P.B. Hill Wright] 
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 
Bittersweet 

Flemington N.J.  
May 6th, 1889 

Dear Auntie 
 I feel rather conscience stricken for not having written before but have been too lazy on 
Sundays and took the time to rest instead of writing and go to bed at night almost as soon as the 
work is done.  Our girl has been gone three weeks and we are kept pretty busy with churning and 
boarders and housecleaning and sewing.  The Sutphins are still with us, but they Expect to go 
back to their house next week provided they can get it cleaned, and Mrs S. is able to be moved.  
Have four rooms cleaned -- am speaking of our own house now -- but cannot get on with the 
cleaning very fast, as we cannot get help just when we want it.  Father is busy with the garden 
now.  Is still in Mr Emerys Office.  Has not been feeling very well lately and gets tired very soon.  
The children are well and play outdoors most of the time and get in all sorts of mischief  

They are perfectly happy if they can muss with water or dig in he dirt.  Will was 
discovered trying to milk one of the cows the other day.  He had dragged the stool up to the cow, 
and had an old tin pail, and had succeeded in getting a few drops of milk.  He can do about Every 
thing he tries to do, and handles rakes, and shovels, and hoes remarkably well for so small a 
youngster.  He is very strong and sturdy.  Sophie digs dandelions very nicely and Alletta and 
Chalmers are as well as usual.  

Sam has not been feeling very well, was unable to work for a day or two.  In his last letter 
said he was feeling better.  Do not know what the trouble is.  When I was there he thought he had 
dyspepsia, and was Eating some fruit Every day.  Either an apple or an orange.  He is interested 
just now in taking photographs by flash light and has succeeded in getting some very good 
negatives.  Louis and Susie are going on as usual.  Louis paints watercolors some, besides the 
photographing and making of picture frames Sam says L. works all the time and takes very 
little time for rest.  A brother and sister of Susies are keeping them.  

 [Min?] expected to go home with Mr Matterson to Seville last week to spend 
Sunday I think.  Probably she will write to you about it.   

 Belle Mott is to be married on Wednesday in the Church.  Cards were sent out to 
all the Congregation, and her young unmarried friends are invited to a reception at the house.  
She is to be married at 1.30 P.M. and the reception is from two to four.  I have a card to the 
reception and Expect to go.  Hope to go down tomorrow to help trim the Church, with the other 
girls.  It is time I went to bed now so I must stop.  Am feeling better than I did and am trying to rest 
and get better yet.  

 Aunt [Hettie?] has had a very bad cold but is better now.  Hope [rd?] will improve 
now that pleasant weather has come.  The first trees are all in blossom here.  

 Love from us all to yourself and Uncle 
 Affectionately yours 



 Caroline 
Kiss the little ones for me.  
 

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~--- 
 

 


