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Octavo vols. "W"
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Oversize vols. "W"

SizE OF COLLECTION:

3 manuscript boxes; 3 octavo volumes; 1 folio vaui@16 pp., many blank); 1 oversize folder

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON COLLECTION:

SOURCE OF COLLECTION:

Papers relating to Washburn's estate were remawed the collection of Peter Child Bacon papers,olvhi
were given to the AAS by Thomas H. Gage. Muchhef family and business papers and the volume of
donations were transferred from the Cheever-Whekgmily papers, which were the gift of Eunice
Wheeler, 1979.

COLLECTION DESCRIPTION:

Ichabod Washburn (1798-1868) of Worcester, Masas, Born on 11 August 1798, the son of Ichabod and
Sylvia (Bradford) Washburn. A leading manufactusémwire in the U.S., he diversified his interest
many businesses related to the wire industry. fiis known as Washburn and Moen after 1850, resthin

in the control of the Washburn family after his thean 30 December 1868. He was devoutly religems
donated much money to various religious, educakj@mal charitable organizations.

Washburn married, first, on 6 October 1823, AnrB&awn (c. 1804-c. 1855). They had three children:
son born on 1 December 1824, who died in infandizaEAnn (1826-1853), who married Philip Louis
Moen (1824-1891), future partner of Washburn; andyLPamelia (1832-1855). He married, second, in
1859, Elizabeth Bancroft Cheever (1812-1893), dfddzell, Me.

The collection includes family correspondence aes@nal papers, business correspondence and lejal a
business papers, and papers relating to IchabotibMass estate. The family correspondence, foydaes
1811 to 1869, includes letters from his daughtéliga and Lucy, as well as occasional letters oskéarn
and his first wife, Ann, to their daughters. Eletters to her parents illuminate boarding sthié®in
Hatfield, Mass., and Hanover, N.H. She describadstudies, daily social activities (with a few aoents
about the boldness of Dartmouth students), andidecl several recipes for her mother. After heriage
in 1846, Eliza spoke of daily activities in BrooklyN.Y., and later, difficulties in maintaining iable
servants in Worcester in 1847. In 1853, her sistecy, wrote an account of Eliza's iliness andtldeand
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wrote of her own stay at a health spa in 1854. r@he also a small collection of poems and school
compositions written by Eliza.

The family correspondence also includes letterstewribetween Washburn and his twin brother, Charles
(1798-1875), who eventually joined in his manufacty interests. The letters began when the twoewer
young boys and Washburn left the family home ingston, Mass., to be apprenticed as a harness nmaker
Duxbury, Mass., and then as a blacksmith in thedé&ier area. Later, Charles wrote of his actwitie
Brown University and family and business mattet¢e also referred in detail to religious revivalism
Harrison, Me., where he lived for a time.

The business correspondence, for the years 184868, consists mostly of letters of George Bedson (
1884), general manager of the Bradford Iron WorkarnManchester, England. The letters contain
descriptions of Bedson's new techniques for rolhimiis and other new equipment available to Washpur
some accompanied by sketches. Bedson also workbdMashburn to secure his patents in America and
took an eager interest in the progress of the AgaarCivil War, frequently offering his opinions thie war,

the British government's attitude, and his suppbthe North. Later, he commented on the assassmaf
Abraham Lincoln, the probable failure of the Atian€able, and a court case in the U.S. involving oh

his patents. The business papers include bikgjipés, memoranda, and balance sheets, for thedo&862

to 1865, for I. Washburn and Moen.

There is also a collection of papers pertainingMashburn's will, 1868, which was contested by dnlei®
legatees, the American Bible Society. Included begal papers and correspondence for various
beneficiaries of his will, a copy of his will, pageconcerning Bedson's patents, and the efforts of
Washburn's second wife, Elizabeth, to settle thetes

Other items in the collection include a schoolbdapt by Washburn, c. 1812; a small leather case
containing his passports, 1851 and 1860 (in thesme folder); a diary he kept of his 1860 tripRorope;
and a volume of sundry expenses and donations imad&ashburn, 1844-1856. The latter volume also
contains notes on mills visited by him, accomparbgdseveral sketches. There is also a small atcoun
book, 1856-1863; newsclippings that refer mainlhiwwill; and legal papers and patents, 1846-1867.

The folio volume is an account book, c. 1821 —822], of Stephen R. Tenney ( - ) and Washbuho
evidently engaged in the manufacture of lead pigethe end of the volume are approximately thpages
of household accounts, c. 1826 — c. 1828.

See Contents List.
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CONTENTSLIST

CONTENTS

Family Correspondence, n.d.; 1811 — 1869

n.d.

n.d.

1811 - 1816

1817 — 1820

1821 - 1831

1838, May — August

1838, September — December
1839, January — 1840, March
1840, June — September
1840, October — 1843

1844 — 1846

1847

1851, April — May

1851, June — July 24

1851, July 25 — August

1853

1854 — 1869

Domestic Bills, 1868 — 1869
1868, January — September
1868, October — December
1869

Ichabod Washburn, School Book, c. 1812
Eliza A. Washburn, School Compostions, c. 1840?

"Lines on the 68 - Anniversary of Ichabod and Charles Washburn ...

11", 1866"
Misc. newsclipping, n.d.

Business correspondence, 1845 — 1867

CONTENTS

Legal and Business Papers, 1833 — 1868

1833 - 1859
1860 — 1861
1863 — 1864
1865

1866 — 1868

Au
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Correspondence from George Bedson, n.d.; 1861 — 1 868

n.d.; 1861 — 1862

1863, February — August
1863, October — December
1864

1865, January — March
1865, April — November
1866, January — June
1866, July — December
1867 — 1868

Patent Royalty Payments to George Bedson, 1869 — 1880

1869 — 1873
1878; 1880

Ichabod Washburn, Will (copy), 1868
Bills, receipts, etc. of the Ichabod Washburn Est ate, 1868 — 1881

1868 — 1869, January
1869, February — May
1869, June

1869, July — November
1870 — 1871, June

1871, September — 1872
1873

1874 — 1878

1881, January — May
1881, June — July

CONTENTS
Misc. Legal Papers of the Ichabod Washburn Estate , 1869 — 1881
1869?
1869
187?; 1872 — 1873
1875 — 1880
1881

Papers of Beneficiaries of the Ichabod WashburatEsi869 - 1881

Elizabeth Bancroft Cheever Washburn
n.d., 1869 — 1871
1872 — 1873, January
1873, February — 1878
1879 — 1881

Charles Washburn
1857; 1870 — 1872
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American Bible Society
11 1869 — 1873
12 1874; 1881, March — May
13 1881, June — July

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missi ons
14 1872 -1874; 1881

American Missionary Association
15 1872 -1874
16 1881

American Seamen's Friend Society
17  1864; 1872 — 1873
18 1874 -1875; 1881

American Tract Society
19 1872 -1874; 1881

Bangor Theological Seminary
20 1872-1873

Home For Aged Females
21 nd.;1870-1873
22 1874 -1881

BOX FQLDER CONTENTS

Papers of Beneficiaries of the Ichabod WashburatEsi869 — 1881 (cont.)

Kingston (Mass.)
23 1870-1881

Massachusetts Home Missionary Society
24 1873 -1874; 1881

Memorial Hospital
25 1867 -1871
26 1872 -1873
27 1874-1881

Mission Chapel
28 1867 — 1869
29 1870-1876

Worcester Children's Friend Society
30 1873-1881

31  Newclippings re: "The Washburn Will Case," 1870 —1871
32  Albert G. Waite notes on the collection

OCTAVO
VOLUME

Volumes of Ichabod Washburn
1 Donation Book, 1844 — 1856 [gift of Eunice Wheel er, 1979]
2 Summary of Accounts, 1856 - 1863
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3 European Trip Diary, 1860



