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 Folio vols. "W" 
 
 
 
SIZE OF COLLECTION: 
 
thirty-eight manuscript boxes; twenty-five octavo volumes; twenty-three folio volumes 
 
 
 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON COLLECTION: 
 
For biographical information on the Ward Family, see:  Charles Martyn, The William Ward Genealogy 
(New York: Artemas Ward, 1925). 
 
 
 
STUDIES FOCUSING ON MATERIALS IN THIS COLLECTION: 
 
Larkin, Jack, "'Labor is the Great Thing in Farming': The Farm Laborers of the Ward Family of 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 1787-1860," PAAS, 99(1) 1991, 189-226. 
 
Izard, Holly V., "The Ward Family and Their 'Helps': Domestic Work, Workers, and Relationships on a 
New England Farm, 1787-1866," PAAS, 103(1) 1993, 61-90. 
 
 
 
SOURCE OF COLLECTION: 
 
The majority of the collection was the gift of Harvard College, 1931.  Portions of the collection were the 
gifts of the Ward Memorial Fund Museum, 9 April 1974 and 20 June 1975. 
 
 
 
COLLECTION DESCRIPTION: 
 
Artemas Ward (1727-1800) was a storekeeper, Massachusetts colonial legislator, and Revolutionary 
general.  He married, on 31 July 1750, Sarah Trowbridge (1724-1788).  They had ten children:  Ithamar 
(1752-1828), who married Phebe Parker (1755-1789) and had three children; Nahum (1754-1778); 
Sarah (1756-1838), who married Elijah Brigham (1751-1816) and had five children; Thomas Walter; 
Martha (1760-1781); Artemas (1762-1847, who married Catherine Maria Dexter (1760-1818) and had 
six children; Maria (1764-1833), who married Ebenezer Tracy (1762-1856) and had ten children; and 
Henry Dana (1768-1817), who married Maria Eliza Smith (1782?-1802) and had one child. 
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Thomas Walter Ward I (1758-1835) was the son of General Artemas and Sarah Trowbridge Ward of 
Shrewsbury, Mass.  During the Revolution he served in Job Cushing's Regiment and was active in the 
suppression of Shays' Rebellion in 1787.  He served as deputy sheriff in Shrewsbury and was sheriff of 
Worcester County from 1805 to 1824.  In addition, he was moderator and treasurer for the town of 
Shrewsbury and a justice of the peace and a special judge of the Worcester Court of Common Pleas.  He 
resided in the Artemas Ward House in Shrewsbury and owned considerable land there and in 
Phillipston, Mass. 
 
Thomas Walter Ward I married, on 28 November 1782, Elizabeth Denny Ward (1760-1846), the 
daughter of Samuel Denny (1731-1817) and Elizabeth Henshaw Denny (1737-1887).  They had ten 
children:  Andrew Henshaw (1784-1864), who married Sarah Henshaw (1787-1863); Nahum (1785-
1860), who married, first, Sarah Catherine C. Skinner (1796-1844) and, second, Harriet Denny (1805-
1872); Harriet (1787-1824), who married William Williams (    -    ); Joseph (1789-1821); Artemas 
(1791-1816); Elizabeth Denny (1793-1887), who married Nathan Baldwin (1790-1850); Henry Dana 
(1797-1884), who married, first, Abigail Porter Jones (    -1837), then Charlotte Galbraith (1807-1887); 
Thomas Walter II; Sarah Henshaw (1800-1894), who married Benjamin Perkins Putnam (1800-1825); 
and Caroline (1802-1869), who married Benjamin P. Dix (1793-1881). 
 
Thomas Walter Ward II (1798-1890) was the eighth child of Thomas Walter and Elizabeth Denny Ward.  
After teaching school briefly in Phillipston and Sutton, Mass., he moved to Boston to work in the store 
of his cousin, Daniel Denny (1792-1872).  In 1824 he began his own business in Boston, but found the 
location unsatisfactory.  He moved to Pomfret, Conn., and established a successful merchandise 
business there, but returned to Shrewsbury in 1829 to manage his father's farm.  He was a town 
magistrate and treasurer and was active in local civic affairs and the antislavery and Antimasonic 
movements. 
 
Thomas Walter Ward II married, on 6 April 1825, Harriet Plimpton Grosvenor (1800-1876).  They had 
seven children:  Samuel Denny (1826-1908), who married Abigail Marion Hapgood (1829-1917); 
Artemas (1828-1838); Charles Grosvenor (1829-1864); Ellen Grosvenor (1832-1916), who married 
Israel Richmond Waters (1823-1892); Thomas Walter (1834-    ), who married Clarinda Maria Clary 
(1844-1912); Elizabeth (1840-1900; and Harriet (1843-1909). 
 
This collection concerns the Ward Family of Shrewsbury, Mass., during the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries.  The central figures include Thomas Walter Ward I and his son, Thomas Walter Ward II.  
There are also a few documents of Artemas Ward (1727-1800) and considerable family correspondence 
of Sarah Henshaw Ward Putnam (1800-1894), daughter of Thomas Walter and Elizabeth Denny Ward, 
as well as correspondence of other family members. 
 
The papers of Thomas Walter Ward I (TWW I) consist of legal, business, personal, and family 
documents.  The legal documents include his appointment and bond as sheriff of Worcester County, 
writs of attachment, bond, lists of venires, lists of persons in jail, accounts, receipts, memoranda, and 
correspondence as sheriff, 1805 to 1824.  There are also warrants issued by him as town moderator and 
miscellaneous accounts as town treasurer and a record of land boundaries drawn up while he served on a 
boundary commission in 1800.  His legal papers also include wills, deeds, and leases. 
 
The business papers of TWW I include memoranda and correspondence on farming, tax and land 
records, farm journals, and account books, 1765-1835.  There are records of his account with Samuel 
Brigham (    -    ) and receipted bills, 1785-1835.  There are journals recording his participation in Shays' 
Rebellion, 1786-1787, and almanac diaries for the years 1818, 1829, and 1831-1835. 
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The chief family correspondents with TWW I include his brothers, Ithamar, Artemas, and Henry Dana, 
and his sister, Maria Ward Tracy.  There is correspondence from his children, especially Thomas Walter 
Ward II. 
 
The papers of Thomas Walter Ward II (TWW II) consist of legal, business, personal, political, and 
family documents.  The legal documents include commissions as a justice of the peace, town treasurer 
reports, school committee reports, 1829-1845, notices to call town elections, and an account of a 
recruitment refund, 1865.  There are also wills, deeds, leases, and agreements. 
 
The business documents include correspondence, receipted bills for his stores in Boston and Pomfret.  
There are farm journals and account books and memoranda of his livestock and tax bills for land in 
Shrewsbury, Phillipston, and Northborough, Mass., and New York City.  There is a diary for 1819-1820, 
a scrapbook for 1819, and an expense book for 1821. 
 
The principal family correspondents with TWW II include his father, his brothers, Andrew Henshaw 
Ward (1784-1864), Nahum Ward (1785-1860), and Henry Dana Ward (1797-1884), and his sisters, 
Sarah Henshaw Ward Putnam and Caroline Ward Dix (1802-1869).  There are documents concerning 
the Ward gravesite and one box with correspondence of the Shrewsbury Association for Mutual 
Improvement as well as correspondence, an essay and a speech on the antislavery movement and 
correspondence on the Antimasonic movement.  There is one box of papers of the First Congregational 
Church of Shrewsbury, 1723-1884, including correspondence, subscriptions to support the pastor, 
sermons, and a parish history. 
 
This collection also includes papers of the father of TWWI, Artemas Ward (1727-1800), including a 
letter to the Worcester Committee of Correspondence, 1775, receipts, an account book for 1750-1776, 
an account book of expenses as a member of Congress, 1780-1781, writes issued as a justice of the 
peace, and copies of legal and military documents. 
 
There is a small amount of legal and business of Nahum Ward (1684-1754) and of Ithamar Ward (1721-    
), including an agreement for a privateer. 
 
Finally, there are schoolbooks of the children of TWWI, family correspondence to Sarah Henshaw Ward 
Putnam from various relatives, and undated and unidentified items. 
 
 
See Contents List. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 December 1977 
revised 17 February 2005 
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American Antiquarian Society 
MANUSCRIPTS DEPARTMENT 

 

WARD FAMILY,  PAPERS,  1661-1919 
CONTENTS LIST  

 
 

  Nahum Ward (1684-1754) 
  [father of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

1 1 Papers, n.d.; 1724-1754 
   
   

  Artemas Ward (1727-1800) 
  [son of Nahum Ward (1684-1754)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Papers, n.d.; 1758 - 1795 
1 2 n.d.; 1758-1773 
1 3 1775 
1 4 1776 
1 5 1777-1795 
   
  Writs of Attachment signed by, 1765 – 1794 

1 6 1765-1790 July 
1 7 1790 August-November 
1 8 1791 January-September 
1 9 1791 October-1794 
   
   

  Ithamar Ward (1752-1828) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWW I, 1785 – 1827 
1 10 1785-1804 
1 11 1805-1827 
   
   

  Nahum Ward (1754-1778) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

1 12 Letters from the Heirs of, 1832 
   
   

  Artemas Ward (1762-1847) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWW I, 1783 – 1838 
1 13 1783-1788 
1 14 1789 
1 15 1790 
1 16 1791-1809 
1 17 1812-1814 
1 18 1815-1818 

  Artemas Ward (1762-1847) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWW I, 1783 – 1838 (cont.) 
1 19 1819-1838 
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1 20 Papers, 1787; 1792; 1815 
   
   

  Maria Ward Tracy (1764-1833) 
  [daughter of Artemas Ward (1727-1800); wife of Ebenezer Tracy (1762-1856)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWW I, 1790 – 1833 
1 21 1790-1818 
1 22 1824-1831 
1 23 1832-1833 
   
   

  Henry Dana Ward (1768-1817) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to Artemas Ward 1st, 1793 – 1800 
1 24 1793-1796 March 
1 25 1796 May –1798 
1 26 1799-1800 
   

1 27 Letters to TWW I, 1810-1816 
   

1 28 Papers, 1817 
   
   

  Elijah Brigham (1751-1816) 
  [son-in-law of Artemas Ward (1727-1800); husband of Sarah Ward (1756-1838)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWWI, 1802 – 1815 
1 29 1802-1813 
1 30 1814-1815 
   
   

  Nahum Ward (1781-1838) 
  [son of Ithamar Ward (1752-1828)] 

BOX FOLDER   

1 31 Letters to TWW I, 1823-1832 
   
  Papers, 1806 – 1818 

1 32 1806-1808 May 
1 33 1808 December-1818 
   
   
   
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835) 
  [son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to and from Various Correspondence, 1783 – 1834 
2 1 1783-1814 
2 2 1818-1824 
2 3 1824-1834 
   
  Letters to TWW II, 1823 – 1829 

2 4 1823-1824 June 
2 5 1824 July-1826 
2 6 1827 
2 7 1828-1829 
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  Papers, 1781 – 1834 
2 8 1781-1789 
2 9 1790-1795 February 
2 10 1795 March-1802 
2 11 1803-1805 September 
2 12 1805 October-1807 
2 13 1808-1810 January 
2 14 1810 February-July 
2 15 1810 November-1812 March 
2 16 1812 June-1813 
2 17 1814 October-1817 
2 18 1818-1819 
2 19 1820 
2 20 1821-1823 
2 21 1824-1828 
2 22 1829 
2 23 1830-1834 
   

2 24 Wills and estate papers, 1831-1847 
   
   

  Elizabeth Denny Ward (1760-1846) 
  [wife of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1807 – 1846 
3 1 n.d. 
3 2 1807-1824 
3 3 1825-1835 
3 4 1836-1844 
3 5 1845-1846 
   

3 6 Account of sickness and death of Artemas Ward ( 1791-1816), 
1816-1817 

3 7 Account of illness of Joseph Ward (1789-1821), n.d. 
3 8 Papers, n.d.; 1782-1848 
3 9 Miscellaneous items 
   
   

  Andrew Henshaw Ward (1784-1864) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1806 – 1862 
3 10 n.d.; 1806-1810 
3 11 1811-1824 
3 12 1829-1830 
3 13 1831 
3 14 1832 January-May 
3 15 1832 July-December 
3 16 1833 
3 17 1834 
3 18 1835 
3 19 1836-1843 
3 20 1844-1846 June 
3 21 1847 April-September 
3 22 1847 October-December 
3 23 1848 
3 24 1849 
3 25 1850-1851 
3 26 1852-1854 
3 27 1855-1862 
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  Nahum Ward (1785-1860) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, 1806 – 1854 
4 1 1806-1807 
4 2 1809-1812 
4 3 1813-1816 
4 4 1817-1819 
4 5 1820-1826 
4 6 1827-1830 
4 7 1831-1832 April 
4 8 1832 May-1833 
4 9 1834-1836 
4 10 1838-1842 
4 11 1843-1844 
4 12 1845-1846 
4 13 1847 January-November 13 
4 14 1847 November 15-1848 January 
4 15 1848 February-1849 May 
4 16 1849 June-1851 
4 17 1852-1854 
   
  Papers, 1807 – 1814 

4 18 1807-1809 
4 19 1810-1812 
4 20 1813-1814 
   

  Joseph Ward (1789-1821) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1809 – 1818 
4 21 n.d.; 1809 March-May 
4 22 1809 June-August; 1818 
   
   

  Elizabeth Denny Ward Baldwin (1793-1887) 
  [daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); wife of Nathan Baldwin (1790-1850)] 

BOX FOLDER   

4 23 Correspondence, n.d.; 1847-1849 
   
   

  Henry Dana Ward (1797-1884) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1814 – 2878 
5 1 n.d.; 1814-1820 
5 2 1821-1822 March 
5 3 1822 June-September 
5 4 1822 October-1823 February 
   

  Henry Dana Ward (1797-1884) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1814 – 1878 (cont.) 
5 5 1823 March-1827 
5 6 1829-1830 
5 7 1831 
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5 8 1832 
5 9 1833 
5 10 1834 
5 11 1835-1837 
5 12 1838-1844 
5 13 1847-1848 February 
5 14 1848 March-June 
5 15 1848 July-November 
5 16 1849-1852 
5 17 1872-1874 May 
5 18 1874 June-December 
5 19 1875 
5 20 1876 
5 21 1877-1878 
   

5 22 Papers, n.d.; 1815; 1841 
   
   
   
   
   

  Sarah Henshaw Ward Putnam (1800-1894) 
  [daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); 

wife of Benjamin Perkins Putnam (1800-1825)]] 
BOX FOLDER   

  Letters to TWW II, 1823 – 1849 
5 23 1823-1846 
5 24 1847-1849 
   
  Correspondence w/Various Putnam Family Members, 1825 – 1852 

5 25 1825-1827 
5 26 1828-1831 
5 27 1836; 1846; 1852 
   
  Letters from Charles Harris (b. 1806), 1854 – 1862 

5 28 1854-1859 June 
5 29 1859 July-August 20 
5 30 1859 August 24-September 
5 31 1860 March-November 
5 32 1860 December 20; 1862 January 4 
5 33 1860 December 24 
   
  Letters from Augusta Sophia Miles Noyes (b. 1819), n.d.; 1854 – 1865 

6 1 n.d.; 1854-1855 
6 2 1856-1857 
6 3 1858-1859 April 
6 4 1859 June-December 
6 5 1860-1861 August 
6 6 1861 October-1862 
6 7 1863-1865 
   
  Letters from Various Correspondents, n.d.; 1821 - 1872 

6 8 n.d. 
6 9 n.d. 
6 10 1821-1827 
6 11 1835-1844 July 
6 12 1844 October-1846 
6 13 1847-1848 January 
6 14 1848 February-May 
6 15 1848 June-December 
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6 16 1849 January-June 
6 17 1849 July-1850 
6 18 1851 
6 19 1852 January-May 
6 20 1852 June-October 
6 21 1853-1872 
   
   
   
   
   
   

  Caroline Ward Dix (1802-1869)  
  [daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); wife of Benjamin P. Dix (1793-1881)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1823 – 1851 
6 22 n.d.; 1823-1825 
6 23 1832-1833; 1836 
6 24 1842-1848 
6 25 1849 
6 26 1850-1851 
   
   

  William Williams (    -    ) 
  [son-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); husband of Harriet Ward (1787-1824)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Papers, n.d.; 1813 – 1834 
6 27 n.d.; 1813-1818 
6 28 1820-1824 
6 29 1825-1829 
6 30 1830-1834 
   
   

  Abigail Porter Jones Ward (    -1837) 
  [daughter-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); 

wfe of Henry Dana Ward (1797-1884) 
BOX FOLDER   

6 31 Correspondence, n.d.; 1833-1835 
   
   

  Benjamin P. Dix (1793-1881) 
  [son-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); husband of Caroline Ward (1802-1869)] 

BOX FOLDER   

6 32 Correspondence, 1832-1852 
   
   

  Miscellaneous Family Correspondence, n.d.; 1810 – 1933 
BOX FOLDER   

6 33 n.d.; 1810-1888 
6 34 1894-1933 
   

6 35 Rev. Joseph Sumner, Ward Family Genealogy, 181 1 
   
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1821 – 1889 
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7 1 n.d.; 1821? 
7 2 1822-1823 January 
7 3 1823 February-June 
7 4 1824 
7 5 1825-1827 March 
7 6 1827 July-1829 

  Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890) 
  [son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 

BOX FOLDER   

  Correspondence, n.d.; 1821 – 1889 (cont.) 
7 7 1830-1839 
7 8 1840-1843 
7 9 1845-1847 May 
7 10 1847 June-December 
7 11 1848 January-August 
7 12 1848 September-1849 May 
7 13 1849 June-1850 April 
7 14 1850 June-November 
7 15 1851-1853 
7 16 1855-1867 
7 17 1868-1884 
7 18 1885-1889 
   

7 19 Papers re: teaching, 1822 
7 20 Justice of the Peace commissions, 1845-1866 
7 21 Will, 1890 
   
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835) &Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890), 
Business Papers, 1774 – 1885 

BOX FOLDER   

  Business Accounts and Records, 1774 – 1885 
8 1 n.d.; 1774-1825 
8 2 1826-1829 
8 3 1830-1835 
8 4 1836-1883 
   

9 1 Notes on hand, 1780-1835 
9 2 Records of land in St. Albans, Vt., 1809-1826; 

Records of land in New York, N.Y., 1864-1869 
9 3 Tax records and bills for land, 1814-1882 
   
  Receipted Bills, 1765 – 1885 

10 1 1765-1789 
10 2 1790-1795 
10 3 1796-1805 
10 4 1806-1809 
10 5 1810 
11 1 1811-1812 
11 2 1813-1815 
11 3 1816-1817 
11 4 1818-1819 
12 1 1820-1821 
12 2 1822-1823 
12 3 1824-1825 
12 4 1826-1827 
12 5 1828-1829 

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835) & Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890), 
Business Papers, 1774 – 1885 
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BOX FOLDER   

  Receipted Bills, 1765 – 1885 (cont.) 
13 1 1824 August 10-December 30 
13 2 1824 April 1-1825 May 26 
13 3 1825 June-December 
13 4 1826 January-July 1 
14 1 1826 July-December 
14 2 1827 January-April 
14 3 1827 May-December 
14 4 1828 January 5-1829 September 28 
15 1 1830-1831 
15 2 1832-1833 
15 3 1834-1835 
15 4 1836-1837 
15 5 1838-1839 
16 1 1840-1841 
16 2 1842-1843 
16 3 1844-1845 
16 4 1846-1847 
16 5 1848-1849 
17 1 1850-1851 
17 2 1852-1853 
17 3 1854-1855 
17 4 1856 
17 5 1857-1858 
17 6 1859 
17 7 1860-1861 
17 8 1862-1865 
18 1 1870-1871 
18 2 1872-1873 
18 3 1874-1875 
18 4 1876-1877 
18 5 1878-1881 
18 6 1882-1901 

   
   

  Ward Family, Papers, 1686 – 1884 
BOX FOLDER   

  Records of the Ward Family Gravesite in Shrewsbury, n.d.; 1845 – 1884 
19 1 n.d.; 1845-1846 
19 2 1847-1884 

   
  Deeds and Leases, 1686 – 1815 

19 3 1686-1734 
19 4 1739-1781 
19 5 1784-1794 
19 6 1795-1799 
19 7 1801-1806 
19 8 1808-1810 

  Ward Family, Papers, 1686 – 1884 
BOX FOLDER   

  Deeds and Leases, 1686-1815 (cont.) 
19 9 1811-1812 
19 10 1813-1815 

   
  Deeds, Leases, and Sketches for Land in Shrewsbury and Phillipston, 

1817 – 1882 
19 11 1817-1820 
19 12 1821-1823 
19 13 1824 
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19 14 1825-1826 
19 15 1827-1832 
19 16 1833-1835 
19 17 1836-1838 
19 18 1839-1842 
19 19 1843-1853 
19 20 1854-1882 

   
  Petitions and Suits, 1661 – 1767 

19 21 1661-1767 
19 22 1775-1789 
19 23 1791-1793 
19 24 1795-1857 

   
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835), Official Papers, 1777 – 1834 
BOX FOLDER   

  Official Correspondence, 1777 – 1825 
20 1 1777-1784 
20 2 1785 March-September 
20 3 1785 October-December 
20 4 1786 January-August 
20 5 1786 October-1787 April 
20 6 1787 May-1788 March 
20 7 1788 June-November 
20 8 1788 December-1789 March 
20 9 1789 April-July 
20 10 1789 August-October 
20 11 1789 November-1790 March 
20 12 1790 April-1794 
20 13 1796-1803 June 
20 14 1803 August-1806 
20 15 1807-1808 April 
20 16 1808 June-1809 July 
20 17 1809 September-1810 January 
20 18 1810 February 
20 19 1810 April-July 
20 20 1810 September-1811 
20 21 1812-1813 
20 22 1814 

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835), Official Papers, 1777 – 1834 
BOX FOLDER   

  Official Correspondence, 1777 – 1825 (cont.) 
20 23 1815 
20 24 1816-1817 
20 25 1818 
20 26 1819 January-March 
20 27 1819 April-August 
20 28 1819 September-December 
21 1 1820 
21 2 1821 January-April 
21 3 1821 July-December 
21 4 1822 January-1823 April 
21 5 1823 May-October 
21 6 1824 January-May 
21 7 1824 June-1825 

   
  Patronage Correspondence, 1804 – 1823 

21 8 1804; 1805 July-October 18 
21 9 1805 October 19-22 
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21 10 1805 October 23-26 
21 11 1805 October 28-31 
21 12 1805 November 1-15 
21 13 1805 November 16-December 
21 14 1805?; 1805 
21 15 1806 
21 16 1807-1808 
21 17 1809-1810 
21 18 1811-1812 June 25 
21 19 1812 June 26-27 
21 20 1812 June 28-29 
21 21 1812 July 1-6 
21 22 1812 July 7-1814 
21 23 1815-1817 
21 24 1818 June-September 14 
21 25 1818 September 22-December 
21 26 1819-1823 

   
  Bail Bonds, 1810 – 1811 

22 1 1810-1811 
   
  Lists of Prisoners in Jail, 1805 – 1810 

22 2 1805-1819 
22 3 1811-1813 
22 4 1814-1817 
22 5 1818-1820 
22 6 1821-1824 

   
  Writs of Attachment, 1782 – 1834 

23 1 1782-1785 
23 2 1786-1789 

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835), Official Papers, 1777 – 1834 
BOX FOLDER   

  Writs of Attachment, 1782 – 1834 (cont.) 
23 3 1790-1798 
23 4 1802-1805 
24 1 1806 January-June 
24 2 1806 July-December 
24 3 1807 
24 4 1808 
25 1 1809 
25 2 1810 
25 3 1811 
26 1 1812-1813 
26 2 1814-1815 
26 3 1816 
26 4 1817-1818 
27 1 1819 
27 2 1820 
27 3 1821-1822 
27 4 1823-1834 

   
  Receipts for Property Attached on Writs, 1805 – 1818 

28 1 1805-1807 
28 2 1808-1815 
28 3 1816-1818 

   
  Record Books of Writs Serviced by John Peirce, 1806 - 1807 

28 4 1806 
28 5 1807 
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  Record Books of Writs Served by Thomas L. Whitney, 1806 – 1808 

28 6 1806 December-1807 June 
28 7 1807 June-December 
28 8 1807 December-1808 August 

   
28 9 List of persons who the grand jury found bills  against for 

treason, 1787 April term 
   
  List of Venires, etc., 1793 – 1824 

28 10 1793-1805 
28 11 1806 
28 12 1807; 1807 April-September 
28 13 1807 October13-November 4 
28 14 1807 November 16-December 2 
28 15 1807 December term 
28 16 1808-1810 
28 17 1811-1817 
28 18 1818-1819 April 
28 19 1819 June-1820 September 
28 20 1820 October-1821 May 
28 21 1821 June-1822 October 

  Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835), Official Papers, 1777 – 1834 
BOX FOLDER   

  List of Venires, etc., 1793 – 1824 (cont.) 
28 22 1822 November-1823 June 
28 23 1823 September-1824 

   
28 24 Appointment of Nathan Heard as Jailkeeper, 18 12 July 24 
28 25 Commitments to State Prison, 1807-1808 

   
  Deputy Sheriff Bonds, 1805 – 1824 

29 1 1805 
29 2 1806-1809 
29 3 1810-1811 
29 4 1812 
30 1 1813-1815 
30 2 1816-1817 June 20 
30 3 1817 June 21-October 24 
30 4 1818-1824 

   
  Sheriff's Accounts and Memoranda, 1772 – 1826 

31 1 1772-1811 
31 2 1812-1817 
31 3 1818-1822 
31 4 1823-1826 

   
   

  Shrewsbury (Mass.), Town Documents, n.d.; 1736 – 1866 
BOX FOLDER   

  Miscellaneous Documents, n.d.; 1736 – 1866 
32 1 n.d. 
32 2 1736-1796 
32 3 1797-1799 July 
32 4 1799 September-1801 
32 5 1802-1806 
32 6 1807-1812 
32 7 1813-1815 
32 8 1817-1818 
32 9 1822-1841 
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32 10 1842-1843 
32 11 1844 
32 12 1845-1846 
32 13 1847-1848 
32 14 1849 
32 15 1850 January-May 
32 16 1850 June 
32 17 1850 October-1852 
32 18 1853-1857 
32 19 1858-1866 

   
   
   

  Shrewsbury (Mass.), Town Documents, n.d.; 1736 – 1866 
BOX FOLDER   

  Massachusetts State Treasurers' Receipts, 1806 – 1824 
32 20 1806-1809 
32 21 1810-1817 
32 22 1818-1824 

   
  Town Warrants, 1789 – 1815 

33 1 1789-1794 
33 2 1795 
33 3 1796 
33 4 1797 
33 5 1798 
33 6 1799 
33 7 1800 
33 8 1801 
33 9 1802 
33 10 1803 
34 1 1804 
34 2 1805 
34 3 1806 
34 4 1807 
34 5 1808 
34 6 1809 
34 7 1810 
34 8 1811 
34 9 1812 
34 10 1813 
34 11 1814 
34 12 1815 

   
  First Congregational Church (Shrewsbury, Mass.), Records, 1760-1884 

35 1 1760-1824 
35 2 1825-1850 
35 3 1851-1878 
35 4 1772-1884 
   
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890), 
Anti-Slavery and Anti-Masonry Materials, n.d.; 1829 – 1856 

BOX FOLDER   

  Shrewsbury Association for Mutual Improvement, Correspondence, 1851 – 1856 
  --invitations from and replies to TWW II for lectures-- 

36 1 1851-1852 October 
36 2 1852 November-1853 October 
36 3 1853 November-1855 November 
36 4 1855 December-1856 January 
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  Shrewsbury Female Abolition Society, Records, 1837 

36 5 Constitution, 1837 
   

  Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890), 
Anti-Slavery and Anti-Masonry Materials, n.d.; 1829 – 1856 

   

BOX FOLDER   

  Anti-Slavery Speech and Essay, n.d. 
36 6 Anti-slavery speech, n.d. 
36 7 Essay on slavery by TWW II, n.d. 

   
  Anti-Slavery Correspondence, n.d.; 1837 – 1851 

36 8 n.d.; 1837-1840 February 
36 9 1840 October-1841 November 
36 10 1842-1844 
36 11 1846-1848 
36 12 1849-1851 

   
  Anti-Masonry Correspondence, 1829 – 1846 

36 13 1829-1846 
 

American Antiquarian Society 
MANUSCRIPTS DEPARTMENT 

 

WARD FAMILY,  PAPERS,  1661-1919 
CONTENTS LIST ( PART 2) 

 
 

Nahum Ward (1684-1754) 
[father of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Papers, n.d.; 1724-1754  
  receipted bills 
 
Artemas Ward (1727-1800) 
[son of Nahum Ward (1684-1754)] 
 Papers, n.d.; 1758-1795 
  commission as General of the Massachusetts militia; commission as commander-in-

chief of American forces; and justice of the peace of the Worcester County 
court; personal and business correspondence including a letter to the Worcester 
Committee of Correspondence about committing Samuel Murray (    -    ) to jail 
and photocopies of letters about the Continental Army; receipted bills; writs of 
attachment signed by 

 
Ithamar Ward (1752-1828) 
[son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Letters, 1785-1827 
  to his brother, TWW I 
 
Nahum Ward (1754-1778) 
[son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Letters, 1832 
  from the Heirs of 
 
Artemas Ward (1762-1847) 
[son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Letters, 1783-1838 
  to his brother, TWW I concerning business, farming, and family matters 
 Papers, 1787; 1792; 1815 
  commision as ensign of militia; personal and business correspondence 
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Maria Ward Tracy (1764-1833) 
[daughter of Artemas Ward (1727-1800); wife of Eben ezer Tracy (1762-1856)] 
 Letters, 1790-1833 
  to her brother TWW I 
 
Henry Dana Ward (1768-1817) 
[son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Letters, 1793-1800 
  written while in South Carolina to his father Artemas Ward 1st including 

descriptions of the South 
 Letters, 1810-1816 
  to his brother TWW I 
 Papers, 1817 
  an epitaph and a copy of his will 
 
Elijah Brigham (1751-1816) 
[son-in-law of Artemas Ward (1727-1800); husband of  Sarah Ward (1756-1838)] 
 Letters, 1802-1815 
  to his brother-in-law TWWI on political and war matters 
 
Nahum Ward (1781-1838) 
[son of Ithamar Ward (1752-1828)] 
 Letters, 1823-1832 
  to his uncle TWW I 
 Papers, 1806-1818 
  business correspondence concerning his farm in Phillipston, Mass.; farm accounts 
 
Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835) 
[son of Artemas Ward (1727-1800)] 
 Letters, 1783-1834 
  to and from various correspondents [see his calendar of correspondence] 
 Letters, 1823-1829 
  to his son TWW II, concerning family matters 
 Papers, 1781-1834 
  appointments as deputy sheriff; appointments as sheriff; appointment as executor 

of the estate of Artemas Ward (1727-1800); personal and business correspondence 
including letters from Elmer Cushing (1783-    ) and Calvin Newton (    -    ) 
about debts, a letter from Daniel Clap (    -    ) about a 4th of July 
celebration, an invitation from Levi Lincoln (    -    ) to meet Marie Marquis 
de Lafayette (1757-1834), and letters concerning the purchase of land in Ohio; 
business accounts and records including farm and livestock accounts, lists of 
notes of hand, lists of building materials, insurance policies, miscellaneous 
memoranda, and notes of hand; wills and estate papers 

 Official Correspondence, 1777-1825 
 Patronage Correspondence, 1804-1823 
 Bail Bonds, 1810-1811 
 Lists of Prisoners in Jail, 1805-1810 
 Writs of Attachment, 1782-1834 
 Receipts for Property Attached on Writs, 1805-1818  
 Record Books of Writs Serviced by John Peirce, 180 6-1807 
 Record Books of Writs Served by Thomas L. Whitney,  1806-1808 
 List of persons who the grand jury found bills aga inst for treason, 1787 April 

term 
 List of Venires, etc., 1793-1824 
 Appointment of Nathan Heard as Jailkeeper, 1812 Ju ly 24 
 Commitments to State Prison, 1807-1808 
 Deputy Sheriff Bonds, 1805-1824; 1818-1824 
 Sheriff's Accounts and Memoranda, 1772-1826 
 
Elizabeth Denny Ward (1760-1846) 
[wife of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
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 Correspondence, n.d.; 1807-1846 [see her calendar of correspondence] 
 Account of sickness and death of Artemas Ward (179 1-1816), 1816-1817 
 Account of illness of Joseph Ward (1789-1821), n.d . 
 Papers, n.d.; 1782-1848 
  poems and a prayer; copy of a letter to EDW from her mother Elizabeth Henshaw 

Denny, dated 16 September 1787; receipts; will and estate papers, and 
miscellaneous items 

 
Andrew Henshaw Ward (1784-1864) 
[son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1806-1862 [see his calendar of correspondence] 
  mainly to his father, mother, brother TWW II, and sister SHWP concerning 

business and family news and matters, and the purchase of books 
 
Nahum Ward (1785-1860) 
[son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
 Correspondence, 1806-1854 
  miscellaneous correspondence; letters to his parents, TWW I and EDW, concerning 

family news and descriptions of his travels in the Midwest and life in Marietta, 
Ohio 

 Papers, 1807-1814 
 
Joseph Ward (1789-1821) 
[son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1809-1818 
 
Elizabeth Denny Ward Baldwin (1793-1887) 
[daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); wife o f Nathan Baldwin (1790-1850)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1847-1849 
 
Henry Dana Ward (1797-1884) 
[son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1814-1??? 
 Papers, n.d.; 1815; 1841 
 
Sarah Henshaw Ward Putnam (1800-1894) 
[daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); wife o f Benjamin Perkins Putnam (1800-

1825)]] 
 Letters to TWW II, 1823-1849 
 Correspondence w/Various Putnam Family Members, 18 25-1852 
 Letters from Charles Harris (b. 1806), 1854-1862 
 Letters from Augusta Sophia Miles Noyes (b. 1819),  n.d.; 1854-1865 
 Letters from Various Correspondents, n.d.; 1821-18 72 
 
Caroline Ward Dix (1802-1869) 
[daughter of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); wife o f Benjamin P. Dix (1793-1881)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1823-1851 
 
William Williams (    -    ) 
[son-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); husb and of Harriet Ward (1787-1824)] 
 Papers, n.d.; 1813-1834 
 
Abigail Porter Jones Ward (    -1837) 
[daughter-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835);  wfe of Henry Dana Ward (1797-

1884) 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1833-1835 
 
Benjamin P. Dix (1793-1881) 
[son-in-law of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835); husb and of Caroline Ward (1802-

1869)] 
 Correspondence, 1832-1852 
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Ward Family 
 Miscellaneous Family Correspondence, n.d.; 1810-193 3 
 Records of the Ward Family Gravesite in Shrewsbury , n.d.; 1845-1884 
 Deeds and Leases, 1686-1815 
 Deeds, Leases, and Sketches for Land in Shrewsbury  and Phillipston, 1817-1882 
 Petitions and Suits, 1661-1767 
 
Rev. Joseph Sumner 
 Ward Family Genealogy, 1811 
 
Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890) 
[son of Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835)] 
 Correspondence, n.d.; 1821-1889 
 Papers re: teaching, 1822 
 Justice of the Peace commissions, 1845-1866 
 Will, 1890 
 Anti-Slavery Speech and Essay, n.d. 
 Anti-slavery speech, n.d. 
 Essay on slavery, n.d. 
 Anti-Slavery Correspondence, n.d.; 1837-1851 
 Anti-Masonry Correspondence, 1829-1846 
 
Thomas Walter Ward (1758-1835) and Thomas Walter Ward (1798-1890) 
 Business Papers, 1774-1885 
 Business Accounts and Records, 1774-1885 
 Notes on hand, 1780-1835 
 Records of land in St. Albans, Vt., 1809-1826 
 Records of land in New York, N.Y., 1864-1869 
 Tax records and bills for land, 1814-1882 
 Receipted Bills, 1765-1885 
 
Shrewsbury (Mass.) 
 Town Documents, n.d.; 1736-1866 
 Miscellaneous Documents, n.d.; 1736-1866 
 Massachusetts State Treasurers' Receipts, 1806-182 4 
 Town Warrants, 1789-1815 
 
First Congregational Church (Shrewsbury, Mass.) 
 Records, 1760-1884 
 
Shrewsbury Association for Mutual Improvement 
 Correspondence, 1851-1856 
  invitations from and replies to TWW II for lectures 
 
Shrewsbury Female Abolition Society, Records, 1837 
 Constitution, 1837 

 


