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SI ZE OF COLLECTI ON:

28 manuscript boxes; 60 octavo volumes; 16 folio vo lumes

SOURCES OF | NFORMATI ON ON CCOLLECTI ON:

See accompanying sheet(s) for additional informatio n.

SOURCE OF COLLECTI ON:

Gift of Wendell Davis, Roger Davis, and Merriam Dav is, June 7, 1993

COLLECTI ON DESCRI PTI ON:
Roger Taintor (1767-1831) and Solonon Taintor (1769-1827), both merchants of

Hampton, Conn., were sons of John Taintor (1725-179 8) and Sarah Bulkeley Taintor
(1735-1806). Roger married Abigail Bulkeley (1768-1831) and Solomon married
Abigail's sister, Judith Bul keley (1775-1849). Sometime around 1800 the two
brothers and their families began to occupy jointly a house in Hampton. Roger's
son, John Adams Taintor, and Solomon's son, Edwin B ulkeley Taintor, were born just a

few weeks apart, and both graduated from Yale Colle ge in 1821.

Dan Bul kel ey (1784-1842), the brother of Abigail and Judith, was one of Rog er and
Solomon's business partners. He ran a general stor e in Hampton from about 1817
until his death in 1842. In addition to selling fo ods in Hampton, Bulkeley exported

silk and other Hampton produce to places as far awa y as New York and Philadelphia.
Bulkeley was also the postmaster of Hampton from 18 20 to 1836. He married, in 1813,
Phoebe Burnett ( -1861) of Hampton; they had fiv e children.

John Adans Tai ntor (1800-1862) lived in Hartford and was a breeder of farm animal S.
He married, in 1831, Adelia Croade (1804-1881); the y had two daughters.

Edwi n Bul kel ey Taintor (1800-1870) clerked for Roger and Solomon after graduating

from Yale. He was elected First Constable and coll ector of taxes in 1822. In 1823

he removed to West Brookfield, Mass. where he farme d, raised sheep, became a
merchant, and was a respected local leader. He mar ried, in June 1826, Sally Penniman
(1807-1841) of North Braintree, Massachusetts; they had three daughters. In 1843, he

filed for bankruptcy. He married, 12 July 1843, Fr ances Maria Prichard (1821-1879);
they had two daughters.

Solomon's other son, Henry Giswold Taintor (1813-1889), farmed in Hampton and was
active in local affairs. He was a Connecticut stat e representative and state
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senator, and the state treasurer from 1867-1868. H e married, in 1839, Delia Williams
Ellsworth (1818-1889), a granddaughter of Supreme C ourt Chief Justice Oliver
Ellsworth (1745-1807). They had five children: Henr y Ellsworth; George Edwin;
William Wolcott; Frederick; and Mary Ellen. After the deaths of Henry and Delia in
1889, the house in Hampton was used as a summer res idence by their children.

Henry Ellsworth Taintor (1844-1904) attended Yale C ollege until he enlisted in 1864

in the Connecticut Heavy Attillery. After the Civi | War, he settled in Hartford and
studied law. He became a judge and was a trustee o r vice-president of several
Hartford banks. He married Jane G. (Jennie) Bennet t( - );they had one son.

George Edwin Taintor (1846-1909) also lived in Hart ford, where he worked in real
estate and was a director of several businesses. H e married, 25 October 1870, Emily
Strong Davis (1847- ), the daughter of Gustavus Fellowes Davis, Jr. (1818-1896);
they had one daughter.

William Wolcott Taintor (1851-1924) attended school in Brooklyn and, in 1866, at
Hartford High School. He did not choose a professi onal career or attend college. He
was a store clerk in Williamsburg, New York and a c ommercial traveler in New York
City. He removed to Hartford in 1882 were he worke d for the Hartford Ice Company.
He married, 10 May 1876, Eliza H. Miller ( - ), a native of New York and
daughter of William Miller; they had two daughters.

Frederick Taintor (1855-1934) attended but did not graduate from Yale College. He
always maintained an interest in farming and in 187 8 decided to go west. He settled

on a ranch in the Oklahoma panhandle where he was, for a time, a successful rancher.

He married, in 1898, Miss Jessie Cone ( - ), of Kansas City; they had two sons.
Mary Ellen Taintor (1860-1933) married, 1 October 1 884, Frederick Wendell Davis
(1855-1917). He was the brother of Emily Davis and the son of Gustavus Fellowes
Davis, Jr. They had no children.

Gustavus Fellowes Davis, Jr., the son of Gustavus F ellowes Davis (1797-1836), a
Baptist minister, was born in Stonington, Conn. He began working at the Phoenix Bank
in Hartford at the age of fifteen. He was presiden t of the City Bank of Hartford for
nearly forty years.

This collection spans four generations of the Taint or, Bulkeley, and Davis families

of Hampton and Hartford, Conn. Roger and Solomon T aintor's papers reflect the wide
range of business activities in which they were eng aged. The Taintors bought
increasing amounts of land in Hampton and the neigh boring towns, from which they
farmed, sold wool and produce, operated a store, an d loaned money. They were
partners, trustees or creditors in other businesses , many with their Taintor and
Bulkeley relatives, including Taintors & Bulkeley; Willimantic Cotton Manufacturing
Co.; Rufus Pearl & Co.; and Loomises & Barker Gun C 0.

The papers of Dan Bulkeley include four boxes of co rrespondence, some dealing with
business matters including buying and selling merch andise and attempting to collect
debts. Numerous letters written to Bulkeley in his capacity as postmaster are from
persons seeking employment, financial or legal advi ce, often written by Hampton
residents who had moved to New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.

The papers of John Adams Taintor include materials relating to his schooling and his

(cont.)
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TAINTOR-DAVIS FAMILY , PAPERS 1763-1917
CONTENTSLIST

Manuscript Box

1 Notes on collection [2 folders]
Roger Taintor (1767-1831): correspondence aisthbas papers, including letters
from John A. Taintor, 1817-ca. 1830; also documesttestate of John Fuller [30

folders]
Solomon Taintor (1769-1827): business papecdding inventory of estate, 1827
[3 folders]
Roger and Solomon Taintor: deeds and busingsrpéA-Chaplin) [20 folders]
2 Roger and Solomon Taintor: deeds and busirgssre (Chapman-Young) [63
folders]

Taintors and Bulkeley: deeds and business pgper®lders]

3 Willimantic Cotton Manufacturing Co., Roger Tain Trustee, 1822-1825 [4
folders]
Rufus Pearl & Co.: accounts with Roger and Solomaintor, 1816-1825 [16
folders]
Loomises & Barker Gun Co.: accounts with Roget 8olomon Taintor, 1814-1818
[1 folder]

John Adams Taintor (1800-1862): school pape3$441821 [14 folders]

4 John Adams Taintor: miscellaneous papers, 1&20sespondence (Allen-
Worthington) [63 folders]

5 Edwin Bulkeley Taintor (1800-1870): businespgya [36 folders]
Henry Griswold Taintor (1813-1889): miscellans@apers (school, business,
financial) [22 folders]

6 Henry Griswold Taintor: business papers andespondence (Ashley-Smith) [76
folders]

7 Henry Griswold Taintor: business papers andespondence (Soule-Wait) [17
folders]; Justice of the Peace papers, HamptonnQaémthony-Wyllys) [64
folders]

8 Dan Bulkeley (1784-1842): correspondence (mpasthil, silk, and postmaster

business) (Allen-Dorrance) [64 folders]
9 Dan Bulkeley: correspondence (Du Bouchet-Magn|ii5 folders]

Manuscript Box

10 Dan Bulkeley: correspondence (Manning-StagE&Yolders]



11

12

13
14
15

16

17

18
19
20
21

22

Manuscript Box

22

23

24

25

26

Dan Bulkeley: correspondence (Starr-Wrigh®) fdlders]; accounts and receipts [6
folders]

Dan Bulkeley: business papers and miscellahydlders]

Delia Ellsworth Taintor (1818-1889): miscellans@apers, including recipe book
[11 folders]; correspondence (mostly personal) (BthClapp) [16 folders]

Delia Ellsworth Taintor: correspondence (Clifadl) [31 folders]

Delia Ellsworth Taintor: correspondence (Hariiaintor, George) [21 folders]

Delia Ellsworth Taintor: correspondence (TainHenry-Taintor, Mary) [12 folders]

Delia Ellsworth Taintor: correspondence (TainWilliam W.-Windsor, Conn. [9
folders]

Henry Ellsworth Taintor (1844-1904): school eciges; correspondence (business
and personal) (Clapp-Otis Brothers) [14 folders]

Henry Ellsworth Taintor: correspondence (ReWigckoff) [7 folders]

Mary Taintor Davis (1860-1933): correspondenug iaventory of Maple Terrace
[15 folders]

Henry Griswold Taintor (1813-1889): receiphaits, ca. 1829-1850s [32 folders]

Henry Griswold Taintor: receipted bills, n.tl853-1877 [29 folders]

Henry Griswold Taintor: receipted bills, 18¥Y888 [20 folders]

Henry Griswold Taintor: cancelled checks, 18881 [20 folders]

George Edwin Taintor (1846-1909): businesepapnd correspondence [4 folders]

Emily Davis Taintor (1847- ): correspondeidolders]

William Wolcott Taintor (1851-1924): school egees and letters from Delia
Ellsworth Taintor [2 folders]

Frederick Taintor (1855-1934): school exercied correspondence [4 folders]

Taintor and Davis families: miscellaneous pap&0 folders]

Gustavus Fellowes Davis (1818-1896): miscellasgmapers; business papers and
correspondence (Ayres-Groton) [20 folders]

Gustavus Fellowes Davis: business papers@mespondence (Heard-Warner)
(including estate of Mary Pierce) [21 folders]

Gustavus Fellowes Davis: receipted bills, 18888 [24 folders]

Gustavus Fellowes Davis: receipted bills, 218891 [15 folders]



27

28

Octavo Volume

1-16
17
18-23

24-37
38-45
46-47
48
49

50
51
52
53

Octavo Volume

54
55
61

56
57
58

59

60

Folio Volume

1

Mary Ellen Taintor Davis (1860-1933): lettefscondolences received after the
death of Frederick Wendell Davis (1855-1917), 1@ti&cellaneous; Allen-
Lounsbury) [10 folders]

Mary Ellen Taintor Davis: letters of condoleaaeceived after the death of
Frederick Wendell Davis, 1917 (McCook-Wycoff) [8ders]

Henry Griswold Taintor
Cash books, 1844-1887
Waste book, 1850-1853
Bank books, 1871-1888 (vol. 20 also cont&iaisbath School penny contributions,
1881-1886)

Gustavus Fellowes Davis

Expense accounts (mostly in pocket diarie8),1-1859; 1862-1866

Expense and cash accounts. 1867-1891

Family expenses, 1848-1852, 1856-1859

Account with City Bank, Hartford, Conn., 18586P

Family expenses with Phoenix Branch Bank, ldedtfConn., 1865-1868, and
account with Mary Pierce, 1845-1850

“Subscription for the benefit of Yellow Feveufterers,” Hartford, Conn., ca. 1878

Subscription for the First Baptist Church, Had, Conn., 1863

First National Bank, Hartford, Conn.; bills pde in account with Sanders, Tracy
and Clark; Nissinger and Wright, etc., 1870-1876

City National Bank, Hartford, Conn.: Moody afdnky fund, 1877-1878

Gustavus Fellowes Davis
Subscription for Connecticut Literary InstitutiBuilding, Hartford, Conn., 1874
Wallet (empty)
Account book, 1840-1849, with inventories afge@al property, 1843-1856

Frederick Wendell Davis
Bank book, City National Bank, Hartford, Cont885-1887
Bank book, City National Bank, Hartford, ContB887-1890
Account with Hills & Co., grocers, Hartford, @u, 1891

Edwin Buckeley Taintor
Chemistry lecture notes, Yale (?) ca. 1820&utograph book for Yale class of 1821
(autographs clipped out)

John Adams Taintor
Business cards, etc.; many from European18p0s

Roger Taintor
Waste book (merchandise and labor), HamptonnCa827 December-1830
December



John Adams Taintor
1 Waste book (merchandise and labor), HamptonnCa830 December-1833
December

Henry Griswold Taintor

2 Waste book, Hampton, Conn., 1833 August-1847cMar
Ledger (merchandise and labor), 1837-1844
3 Waste book, Hampton, Conn., 1847 April-1868 Baby

Ledger and miscellaneous accounts, 1859-1867

Rathbun and Taintor

4 “Blotter” (dry goods), Hartford, Conn., 1875 @ecber-1876 June
Rev. Gustavus Fellowes Davis
5 Sales of religious tracts, 1832-1833
Account with Gustavus Fellowes Davis, Jr., 18836
11 Exposition of Psalms 1-30, 1829
12 Exposition of Psalms 31-61, 1830

Folio Volume
Gustavus Fellowes Davis

6 Day book, 1849 May-1861
Cash accounts and miscellaneous accounts, 1849-18
7 Pierce family stocks, 1849-1862

Personal inventories, 1857-1874

8 Hartford County Savings Institution (recorddofidends), 1858-1865
9 Notes protested as Notary Public, 1863-1872
10 Check book (includes information on divisionD&vis’ estate), 1896-1898
Henry Martin
12 Poetry, etc., 1866-1869
Charles C. Button
13 Ledger, Hampton, Conn., 1837-ca. 1855
Liebig Manufacturing Co., East Hartford, Conn.
16 Journal (wages paid and sales of poudrette ferglizer), 1852 October-1856
February
--volume also contains box scores of six basejzaaties played by the Nabobs, East
Hartford, Conn., 1871
Unidentified
11 Journal, Boston, Mass., 1763 April-1780 Decambe

Ledger, 1788-1791

--ships’ supplies (possibly kept by an ancestdgustavus Fellowes Davis)
14 Ledger (general merchandise), “#6,” ca. 1828718
15 Ledger (investments and unspecified mercha)di8d6-1848



