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SizE OF COLLECTION:

three manuscript boxes; two octavo volumes

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON COLLECTION:

See David P. Szatmar§hays' Rebellion. (Amherst, Mass., UMass Press, 1980) and MidRasalin,
The Ballad of Daniel Shay§Athol, Mass.: Transcript Press, c1986).

SOURCE OF COLLECTION:

Gifts of Chandler Eastman Potter, 1856; John MiWW@mIsey, 1927; Albert Farnsworth, 1927; Probate

Court, Worcester County, 1915. The typescript copyoseph P. Warren's thesis, the gift of James T.
Adams, 1926. The "List of Men ... Pledge of Allegie" and the seven reels of microfilm from the

Massachusetts Archives, the gift of George BillE&92.

COLLECTION DESCRIPTION:

Following the American Revolution, the country fouitself in a severe economic depression; the
effects of which were keenly felt by the farmersVééstern Massachusetts. Unable to pay their debts,
including overdue taxes, small property holdersntbthemselves in court; some were imprisoned for
debt and many had property seized.

Shays' Rebellion began with farmers seeking taxjaditial reform from the Massachusetts General
Court, as well as the issuance of paper money. |&bslature, however, opposed most of these
positions. Frustrated by the situation and thembility to change it peacefully and within the
framework of the law, farmers, in August 1786, tagkarms and converged on the Court of Common
Pleas in Northampton, Mass., in an attempt to kkepourt from sitting (thus preventing furthealsi
and imprisonment of debtors). On August'2@e insurgents were successful and other, simitaups
stormed the courts at Concord, Great Barringtonnian, and Worcester, Mass.

From September 35to 28" a group of armed insurgents lead by Capt. DaBielys (1747-1825), a
veteran of the Revolution, occupied the Courthats8pringfield, Mass., preventing the State Jutlicia
Court from sitting. An assault on their next tdrgae Federal Arsenal in Springfield, on 25 Jaguar
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1787 was defeated and the insurgents fled, but weo& captured. In February 1787 the rebellion
collapsed. Many of the insurgents were pardonesheg, though two were hanged for treason.

This collection contains disparate materials attggeing in some respect to Shays’ Rebellion. bk

of the collection consists of a bound photostatydd38 p.) and a typescript copy of General Benjami
Lincoln’s (1733-1810) orders as the commander ef fibrces to suppress the rebellion. Both the
photostat and typescript copies appear to have begle from the same original and there is evidence
that this original was formerly in the possessidrihe Berkshire Athenaeum in Pittsfield, Mass. nthe
sold to William Randolph Hearst, Esq. The typgscdopy is indexed. Both include letters of the
Commissary Department of the Massachusetts Armyt mbwhich are signed by James Prince and
Joseph Ruggles. The orders date from 19 Januaty thlarch 1787 , and the letters date from 22
January to 22 October 1787 (with one letter datearch 1788).

There are disbound sections of an orderly bookbated to one Major Tay. This is a daily accouht o
his activities from 18 January to 14 February 1@8d a record of General Lincoln’s orders from 20
January to 13 February 1787 (16 p.).

Also included in the collection is what appeard¢oa manuscript copy of George Richards Minot’s The
History of the Insurrection in Massachusetts in Year 1786..., published in Worcester in 1788 by
Isaiah Thomas. With Minot's emendations, it is @ppmately two hundred forty-five pages and may
be the copy Thomas used to set the type for thik.boo

Another study in the collection is a typescript gap a thesis entitled "The Shays Rebellion: Adytu

in the History of Massachusetts" that was writtgnJbseph Parker Warren (1873-1909) in Cambridge,
Mass., in 1900. The typescript, which was copiseainf Warren's original thesis in the Harvard
University Library by Walter B. Briggs, assistaiftrarian, includes volume 1, chapters 1-3, and ma&u

2, chapter 4, and appendixes. There is a fiftippraentitled The Shays Rebellion and the Congréss
Confederation, in the original, but it was not warbed as it had been published in the American
Historical Review XI, 1906. The first four chapter headings are Tauses, The First Period of Shays
Rebellion, The Campaign of General [Benjamin] Limcand The Restoration of Order. Among the
material in the appendixes is "The Narrative ofkPHIolland" (1752-1844), a captain in General
Lincoln's forces.

During this period many of the towns in Massachissgétitioned the General Court and the Governor
for a “redress of grievances.” The majority of thetitions in the collection include the following
complaints: 1) the General Court should not siBaston but in a country town near the center ef th
state, 2) there must be more currency in circulati®) taxes are extravagant, 4) salaries of public
officials are too high, and 5) debtors should rejdiled.

One folder of documents relates to the arreststaald of insurgents and another to miscellaneous
military returns, orders, etc. The remainder & tlollection consists of various items includinkpiher

to Isaiah Thomas concerning the capture of Jobt&hata copy of a letter from Ethan Allen to the
Massachusetts government expressing alarm thagersis are seeking refuge in Vermont and offering
to cooperate with Massachusetts in securing peapesolution of the Massachusetts General Court, 25
June 1787, pertaining to the pursuit of insurgat®ss state lines and the position of the govenhme
toward the insurgents; and a document thought tirdme Major William Pynchon entitled “Rumours
from the Country,” describing conditions in Massasétts.

The collection also includes a photostat of a yhset page document entitled "List of Men Who Took
Oaths of Allegiance ...". The list was gleanedrfrdocuments from the Massachusetts Archives and
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includes over three thousand names. The listialdades the town, county and status of each man.
Also included are seven reels of microfilm relattoghis list.

See Contents List.
2 August 1974
revised 7 April 2004
revised 10 June 2008

American Antiquarian Society
MANUSCRI PTS DEPARTMENT

SHAYS REBELLION COLLECTION 1786-1787
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Box FOLDER CONTENTS
1 1 "A List of Towns ... in the Commonwealth of Mas sachusetts AD 1786"

Petitions of Massachusetts Towns and Counties

1 2 Acton-Fitchburg
1 3 Grafton-Hubbardston
1 4 Lee-Norton
1 5 Oakham-Royalston
1 6 Shirley-Swanzey
1 7 Taunton-Worcester County
1 8 "Grievances mentioned in the Various Petitions "
1 9 Massachusetts Legislature Committee Reports
Military Papers, 1786-1788
1 10 1786
1 11 1787-1788
1 12 Major Tay's Orderly Book and Diary, 1787 Janua ry-February
"General Lincoln's Order-Book, 1787 ..." [typescr ipt]
1 13 pp. 1-13
1 14 pp. 14-29
1 15 index
"Letters in the Commissary Department of the Mass achusetts Army
during Shays' Rebellion 1787" [typescript]
1 16 t.p.; pp. 1-14
1 17 pp. 15-30
1 18 pp. 31-45
1 19 pp. 46-60
1 20 pp. 61-74
1 21 pp. 75-91
1 22 pp. 92-103
1 23 index
Papers re: Arrests and Trials of Insurgents
1 24 Moses Aldrich, Jr., of Uxbridge, Mass.
1 25 Silvanus Billings, of Northborough, Mass.
1 26 Paul Boynton and Brinsly Lord, of Winchendon, Mass.
1 27 Aaron Broad, of Holden, Mass.
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Papers re: Arrests and Trials of Insurgents (cont J)
Dr. Isaac Chenery, of Holden, Mass.
Reuben Cunningham, of Spencer, Mass.
Caleb Curtiss, of Charlton, Mass.
Robert Furbush, of Rutland, Mass.
Nijah Griffith, of Hadley, Mass., also Reuben Cunningham & Timothy
Green
Joel Grout, of Gerry, Mass.
Moses Hamilton, of New Braintree, Mass.
Abijah Livermore, of Spencer, Mass.
Samuel Richardson, of Leicester, Mass.
Asa Robinson, of Dudley, Mass.
Job Shattuck, of Groton, Mass.
Elijah Southgate, of Leominster, Mass.
Asa Sprague, of Spencer, Mass.
Francis Willson, of Holden, Mass.
John Winch, of Holden, Mass.

Miscellaneous Documents, 1786-1915
1786-1787, January 24
1787, January 25-May 10
1787, June 11-1915

"Rumors from the Country," c. Dec. 1786
Miscellaneous Papers (references to other sour ces)

List of Men Who Took Oaths of Allegiance

pp. 1-15
pp. 16-30
pp. 31-45
pp. 46-60
pp. 61-75
pp. 76-96
Jospeh Parker Warren, Thesis, 1900
Chapter 1: The Causes of the Shays Rebellion ( pp. 1-31)
Chapter 2: The First Period of the Shays Rebel lion (pp. 32-84)
Chapter 3: The Campaign of General Lincoln (pp . 85-107)
Chapter 4: The Restoration of Order (20 p.)
Appendix 1: Park Holland's Narrative of the S hays Rebellion (10 p.)
Appendix 2: Documents lllustrating the Moveme nt in Favor of Indirect
Taxation in Massachusetts in the Year 1786 (7 p.)
Appendix 3: Insurrectionary Movements in New Hampshire and Vermont

in the Year 1786 (8 p.)
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seven reels of Massachusetts Archives microfilm

George Richards Minot, The History of the Insurrection in
Massachusetts in the Year 1786 ... [manuscript]

Col. Benjamin Lincoln, Order Book [photostat]



