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Nanme of coll ection: Locati on:

Prince Family, Papers, 1724-1822 Octavo volumes "P"
Misc. mss. boxes "P"

Si ze of collection: N. U.C. M C. nunber:

6 octavo volumes RLIN i d: MAAR92-A137
1 folder (7 items)

Sources of information on collection:

For biography of Thomas Prince, see DAB __ ,vol. 15, pp. 232-22. For biographical
information on other family members, see S. Appleto n, A_Regqister of the Prince

Family (Boston: n.p., 1869).

Source of collection:

Octavo volume six the gift of R. W. G. Vail, 1931

Col | ection description:

Thomas Prince (1687-1758), theologian, scholar, his torian, and bibliophile, was
pastor of the Old South Church in Boston, Mass. fro m 1718 to 1758, author of
Chronol ogi cal Hi story of New England (1736), and owner of one of the finest

colonial libraries of the era. The Prince library contained many books
pertaining to the civil and religious history of Ne w England, and was later
incorporated into the Boston Public Library. Thoma s Prince was also an
extensive landowner, including a section that later became the town of
Princeton, Mass. Prince was a member of a large fa mily numbering many cousins,
including Joseph Prince (1694-1758), a Boston sea c aptain and trader, and
Jonathan Prince (1707?-1753), one of the first resi dent physicians of Salem

Village (Danvers), Mass.

The collection consists of six octavo volumes and o ne folder covering the
period 1724 to 1822. The folder contains biographi cal notes on Thomas Prince
and genealogical information on his grandfather Eld er John Prince (1610-1676)
of the Church of Hull, Mass., compiled by several d escendants; a lengthy
biographical newsclipping on Thomas Prince; and two original items: a letter
dated 1728 to his father Samuel Prince (1649-1728) concerning a court hearing
on the executorship of a will; and an account bookl et, originally written in
1671, in which Thomas Prince entered memoranda conc erning religious notes and

biblical charts, calculations, and maps of his land holdings.
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Col | ection description (continued):
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Contents List

Octavo Volumes

1 Thomas Prince, Rutland accounts, 1733-1778

2 Thomas Prince, Diary, 1737

3 Thomas Prince, Sermons on death and dying, n.d.
4 Jonathan Prince, Diary, 1724-1730

5 Joseph Prince, Diary, 1736-1741

6 John D. Prince, Chemical Receipts, 1805-1822



