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Seven volumes were the gift of Ross W. Beales1984. The volume entitled "Daybook No. 4" was
purchased from Robert F. Lucas, 1985.

COLLECTION DESCRIPTION:

The Northampton Association of Education and Ingustas founded in 1841 near Northampton,
Mass., as an utopian socialist community by such aseHall Judd (1817-1850), William Adam (1796-
1881), David Mack (1804-1878), George William Bem$b808- ), who served as president, and
Samuel Lapham Hill (1806-1882). A contemporarBafok Farm, the Association was a middle-class
experiment in transcendentalism and Fourierismadttedcted world-wide attention. It stressed the
importance of productive labor as a duty, enjoynaérthe fruits of labor, self-improvement, racial
equality and equality of the sexes, freedom of wigrsndividual dignity, and strong family relatien It
decried the war-like atmosphere in the world asckitils of poverty and ignorance. The Association
was short-lived (it dissolved in 1846), but resdlie the development of Florence, Mass., a thriving
industrial town.

The Association, which grew out of the Northamp®ik Company, was comprised of a Stock
Company and an Industrial Community. Children weired to devote a specific portion of each day
to assigned labor when they were not attendingh\gs®ciation's highly-regarded school. Membership
in the Association was based on the purchase okstAmong notables active in the community were
William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, and @oper Truth.

The records of the Northampton Association, whigttjl recently, were thought to have been
destroyed, span the period 1836 to 1853 and prawigdertant information concerning daily business
activities, qualifications for membership, and pe@ commentaries on its principles and purpodee T
volumes include a laborers' account book, the ceobproceedings, the membership register, a
letterbook, and four account books. The recordinekete the expectations of its members, requirésnen
for membership, and the "goods" drawn on variogmdenents of the Association by its membership.
The latter includes members' accounts with theesdepartment, as well as the agriculture, lumber,
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mechanical, and buildings (rents) departments.y Higo trace the reasons for the dissolution of the
Association, such as poor investments, lack of cament on the part of some members, and internal
feuding.

Folio volumes 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are available om imicrofilm reel, while folio volumes 1, 2, and #ea
available on another.

See Contents List.
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CONTENTSLIST

FoLio
CONTENTS
VOLUME
Membership Register, 1842-1853
1 --includes names, dates of entry, birth dates,gdaaf birth, residencies, withdrawal dates,

death dates, and remarks.

Record of Proceedings, 1842-1848
--includes the articles of association, bylaws, amekting notes of the Association. The
meetings concerned such subjects as the best nsatihadlling silk, child labor rules,

2 membership requirements, reasons for acceptaneetiep of members, and, on p. 126,
reasons for the Association's failure. There ave tlifferent printed copies of the
principles and regulations.

Laborers' Account Book, 1836-1846
--includes productions and debts of members, tretinsas of individuals, companies, and
the Association's various departments (e.g., sadegf furniture, buildings).

Letterbook, 1843-1847 (with three loose items)

--includes outgoing correspondence to purchasessllbfand to prospective members for

the period. The correspondence concerns ordersifioiand purchases of raw silk, as well
4 as requirements for membership. There is a leB@rJune 1846, from Samuel Lapham

Hill to David Mack concerning Mack's attitude towlathe community when it did not

immediately refund his investment upon his withdlaw

Daybook, 1842 April-1844 May

--includes a statement of assets and liabilitied tre daily record of members' debts to
5 each department, i.e., items drawn by members inentumber, mechanical, store,

agriculture, and building departments.
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FoLio
VOLUME

CONTENTS

Daybook, 1842 November-1843 August ("Day Book N9. 2
--includes dalily listings of stores drawn by vasadndividuals and departments from the
store department.

Daybook, 1844 December-1846 June ("Day Book No. 4")
--includes dalily listings of stores drawn by vasadndividuals and departments from the
store department.

Daybook, 1843 June-1846 December;

Account Book, 1849 October-1853 July

--includes a daily accounting of silk manufactuesd sold from the silk manufacturing
department. The volume contains a folder of 9sdoitems, as well as detailed accounts
concerning James D. Atkins (1818- ) and silkchased and returned by him for the
period 1849 October to 1853 July.



