AMERICAN ANTIQUARTAN SOCIETY

Manuacript Collections

-

Name of collection: Location:

Mss. Boxes YM!

Octavo Vols. “M¢
Oversize Mss. Boxes VMM
Folio Vols. "¢

Massachusetts Collection, 1629~-c.1869; 1898

Size of collection: N.U.C.M.C. number:

7 mss. boxes; 2 octavo volumes; 1 oversize folder, 3 items;

3 folio volumes N.A.

Finding aids:

For biographical information on William Lincoln, see Benjamin T. Hill, Biographical

Sketches of William Lincoln, private edition, JOSeph Barlow Felt's essay on

Fahions of Wearing Apparell (Box 3, folder L) also appears in The Customd of
New England ('anh'm- T.R. Marvin, 1853).

:
H

Source of collection: Copies available:

See accompanying summary of sources. Electrostatic _X
Microfilm X
No copies

I

jo———

Collection descrirtion:

The Massachusetts Collection was generated primarily from the papsrs of
William Lincoln (1801-1843) of Worcester, Mass. Lincoln, son of Levi Lincoln, Sr.
(1749~1829), and younger brother of Mass. governor Levi Lincoln, Jr. (1782-1868),
was a lawyer, historian, and statesman. His many accomplishments includes writing
a_History of Worcester, published in 1837, editor of the Worcester newspaper, the
National AEgzis, 1838 to 1841, and a five~year term as a member of the Mass. Fouse
of Representatives, 1835 to 18L0. He was a member of AAS, the Mass. Historical
Society and was also active in Whig Party politics, serving on state and county
Whig committees. -

The lMassachusetts Collection contains documents, records, correspondence,
charts, notes and miscellaneous other papers which reflect Lincoln's involvement
as a historical researcher and antiquarian, as well as his career as a lavyer and
politician. Much of the collection was arranged by Lincoln personally and many of
the notes are in his handwriting.

Three of the manuscript boxes contain papers relating to politics and govern—
ment. Included under this heading are: portions of the first Charter of the Mass.
Colony conferred by King Charles in 1643, a 1660 letter from King Charles II to
Governor John Endicott expressing support for Endicott's leadership, a reply of
Charles IT to a petition by the Mass. General Court, and the 1686 commission of
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Collection Description (con't.) Massachusetts Collection (cont'd)

Sir Edmund Andros by James II. The charter and letters have been
printed in Thomas Hutchinson's, Collection of Original Papers, while
the commission appears in Volume VII of the third series of the
Collections of the HMass. Historical Society.

The General Court records contain copies of numercus acts, min-
utes of several General Court Sessions, papers pertaining to boundary
settlements, statistics of representation, and documents concerning
colonial magistrates. In addition, there is a 1750 document which
lists fees to be charged by public officers for their sexvices, as
established by the General Court. A similar document exists for 1752.
Bank statements and statistics for the years 1803 to 181l appear in
a chart as well as in several printed editions; Senate documents in-
clude several resolutions, mosily imvolving land claims and admini-
strative arrangements; the records of the House of Representatives
contain various resolutions, proceedings notes, members lists with
vote tallies and miscellanesous other papers; papers relating to State
expenditures investigate the finances of the state and the possibility
of reducing expenses by lowering the salaries of public officials in

rder to cut state spending.

Several charts of tax payments (one for taxes no. 6 and 7, 1791)
and land and property assessments are contained in the Taxation and
Assessment folder; Gubernatorial declarations, copies of letters re~
porting military conditions from 1696 to 1758, notes and accounts of
state prisons from 1825 to 1828, and an [1869%1 chart of school atten-
dance are included with miscellaneous treasury receipis and a chart
of Treasury Bills emitted in the Province from 1700 to 1738; the
Judicial papers consist of miscellaneous notes on various court issues;
ineluding the case of Mass. versus the Pejepscot Proprietors, 1812,
and a small docket book of the Supreme Judicial Court, with recoxrds
made in numerous towns from 1780 to 1788. - — -

The Miscellansous Historical Notes contain two charts of town
settlement in Mass. beginning in 1629, notes on the seal of Massa-
chusetts, an account entitled "Phenomina® which describes natural
occcurrences in the 17th and 18th centuries, and an essay on Fashions
in Wearing Apparel in the 17th century, written by Rev. Joseph Barlow
Felt (1789-1869). Other notes detail events and facts taken from
the Boston Evening Post, and other (unknown) sources. They cover a

variety of subjects.
' In addition to the Militia folder containing militia returns,
17881818, officer's comnissions, 1810-1823 and miscellaneous papers,
there is a muster roll of Company G of the Second Regiment, 1898, and
various musbter rolls of lassachusetts soldiers from 1722 to 1776.
Thay are filed in the oversize "M" mss. box. The Military Court
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Records, 1813-1822, pertain to cases from the Sixth and Seventh Div-
isions of the militia. An octavo volume of militia records, 1822-
1830 contains General & Division orders as well as reports of the
Committee of Council on Military Affairs for the Sixth Division of thg
militia. Folio volumes #1 and 3 are similar record books for the
Third, Sixth and Seventh Divisions and Folio volume #2 includes ros-
tors of the officers of the Third and Sixth Divisiouns, 1831-1859.

In 1837 Governor Edward Everett appointed William Lincoln to
organize and see to the publication of the Journals of each Provincial
Congress of Massachusetts. Manuscript boxes #; and #5 contain corre-
spondence and papers gathered from Massachusetts towns in response to
a request by Lincoln for information. DMNost of the materisls are ex—
cerpts transcribed from town records at the time of the Revolution.
(Origical documents of the period have been removed from the Masza-
chusetts Collection.) Transcripts of the Worcester County Convention,
1774-1775, and copies of letters indicating the votes of the towns in
relation to the Declaration of Independence are also included. A
portion of Lincoln's manuscript copy of the printed edition and an
index arve filed following the Journal papers (Another portion of the
manuscript is to be found in the oversize manuscript box "M, ) The
Journals of Fach Provincial Congress of Massachusetts in 177h and
1775, and of the Committee of Safeby, with Appendix was published
by Dutton and Wentworth of Boston in 1838.

Manuscript boxes #6 and #7 contain papers and correspondence re-
lating to three Whig Party Conventions which were held in Worcester
in 1839 and 1840. William Lincoln was active in organizing and par-
ticipating in these meetings and he preserved these records. Numer-
ous letters from local Whig orgenizations throughout Massachuselts re-
veal the rhetoric and mood of Waig politicians of the period. Also
included in the Whig Party Papers are numerous letters addressed to
William Lincoln's brother, John Waldo Lincoln (1?8?~1852) and Stephen
Salisbury II (1798-188L). They are responses to Lincoln's and Salis-
bury's requests, as officers of the Worcester County Whig Committee,
that local Whig Party members make concerted efforts in the Campaign
of 184k, ‘

The Massachusetts Collection also contains an octavo volume, The
Massachusetts Gazetiteer. In it ave extensive statistics of taxes
paid by each town in 1642 and 1788, township populations in Maine and
Massachusetts in 1790, lists of proportions of polls to the white
population in several states of the Union, a list of towns with a
population of 2000 or over in 1810, town locations, and miscellaneous
other charts and information.
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Folder 5 in Box 2 contains a printed petition, and accompanying
doctments, of "sundry" wemen of Dorchester, Mass., who asked for a
repeal of all laws of the commonwealth making distinctions on the
basis of color. The documents disclose that the General Court in-
vestigated who started the petition and authorized its presentation
to the General Court. The legislative investigation created addition-
al controversy.

9-1L~75
92276




MASSACHUSETTS COLLECTION, 1629-c.1869; 1893

SUFMARY OF SOURCES

Box 1, Folder 1: Gift of "A.B.", 1817

Box 1, Folder 2: General Court Papers Relating to the Mass./Conn. Boundaries;
Gift of L.M. Parker

Box 3, Polder 5: Muster Rolls; Gift of Archie J. Hornme, 1973

Folio Vol. #2: Roster of Officers of the 3rd & 6th Divisions; Gift of Augustus
B.R. Sprague, 1915

Folio Vol. #3: Third Division Records; Gift of Augustus B.R. Sprague, 1910

The bulk of documents in this collsction were compiled by William Lincoln.

CONTENTS LIST

Manuscript boxes:

Box 1. Politics and Govermnment. Documents from English Sovereigns;
General Court: Records, Petitions, Bank Papers, Railroad Papers.

Folder 1. Documents from English Sovereigns Relating to lMass. Bay
Colony, 16L3-166L.

Folder 2. General Court Records, 16L5-1740

Folder 3. General Court Records, 1750-180L; 1837-18L0

Folder L. Petitions to the General Court & Governmor, 16L5~1779;
1837-18L0

Folder 5. General Court; Papers Relating to Banks, 1801-181L;
1836-1840

Folder 6. General Court; Papers Relating to Railroads: Elevated, 1832;
Andover & Haverhill, Eastern, Providence, 1838-1839

Box 2. Politics and Government. General Court: Western R.R. Commit%ee,
Senate Records, House of Reps. Records & House Committee Papers.

Folder 1. General Court; Papers of the Joint Committee on the Western

o © - Railroad, 1838-1840

Folder 2. General Court; Senate Records, 1783-1787

Folder 2. General Court; House of Representatives Records, 1702-1783;

» 1815-1840

Folder L. General Court; House of Representatives Committee on the
(Liquor) Licsnse Laws, 1838-1839

Folder 5. General Court; House of Representatives Special Committee
to Investigate the Petition of Dorchesiter Women Relating to
Distinctions on Account of Color, 1839 .

Folder 6. General Court; House of Representatives Investigation of
the Contested Warwick Elections, 1839-18L0

Polder 7. General Couri; House of Representatives Papers Relating to
State Expenditures, 1839-1842

Folder 8. Miscellaneous Historical Notes, 1629-1809; 1836~1839




Massacnusetts Uollection {comtid) 2.

Manuscript boxes (cont'd)

Box 3. Politics and Government: Miscellaneous Historical INotes; Militia.
Taxation and Assessment; Gubernatorial & Treasury Papers; Judicial

Papers.

Folder 1. Taxation and Assessment, 1721-1755; 1777-1798; 1816-18L0
Folder 2. Gubernatorial & Treasury Papers, 1646-1869(%)
Folder 3. Judicial Papers, 1709; 17h1; 1780-1788; 1807-1812; 183l
Folder h. Militia Returns; Officers' Commissions, Misc. Papers, 1696-1762
¥older 5. Militia — Returns; Officers' Commissions; Misc. Papars,
1785-1898

Folder 6. Militia — Military Court Papers; Courts of Inguiry;

’ Courts Martial, 1813-1322

Box 4. Journals of Fach Provincial Congress Papers, 1837. Transcripts of
Town Records from Barnstable - Plymouth Counties.

Folder 1. Transcripts of Town Records in Barnstable, Bristol, Cumber-
land, Duke's, Essex, and Franklin Counties, 1837

Folder 2. Transcripts of Town Records in Hampden, ﬁamps’mre, and
Middlesex Counties, 1837

Folder.3. Transcripts of Town Records in Norfolk and Plymouth Counties,

1837

Box 5. Journals of Each Provincial Congzress Papers, 1837-1838. Transeripts
of Town Records from Worcester and York Counties; Worcester County
Convention; Town Resolutions and Votes on }}eclaxa‘hz.o*z of Independence;

Correspondence; Manuscript Copy.

Folder 1. Transcripts of Town Records in Worcester and York Counties, 1837

Folder 2. Transcripts of: Worcester County Convention; Town Resolutions;
Town Votes re: Declaration of Independence; Misc. Papers, ‘283?

Folder 3. Correspondence, 1837

Folder lj. Manuscript Copy and Index, 1837-1838

Box 6. Whig Party Papers. State Convention of the Whig Young Men, 1839;
Worcester County Convention, 1839; Councillor Nominations, 1839;
Whig State Central Somt‘hee‘ Whig State Convention, 1840.

Folder 3, State Convention of the Whig Young Men, Sept. 11, 1839;
Letters of Delegates' Appointments

Folder 2. State Convention of the Whig Young Men, Sept. 11, 1839;
List of Delegates; Robert C. Winthrop Spesch; Journal;
Totes; Resolutions; List of State Representatives.

Folder 3. Papers of the Worcester County Convention, October 8, 1839

Folder L. Vhig Party Papers - Councillor Hominations, 1839; Misc. Whig
Papers; Whig State Central Committee Papers; Papers of 'i:}ze
Whig State Convention, 1840

Folder 5. Wnig Party Papers - Whig State Convention, June 17, 1840;
Letters of Delegates' Appointments; Towns of ,ébzﬁzg%{m ~ Hontagus
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Manuscript boxes (cont'd)

Box 7. Whig Party Paners. Whig State Convention, June 17, 18L40; Vinig
Campaign of 184k,

Folder 1. Whig State Convention, June 17, 1840. Letters of Delegates!
Appointments; Towns of Needham - Yarmouth
Folder 2. Whig State Convention, June 17, 18L0. Letters to Commitiee
of Reception; Towns of Abingbton -~ Lunenburg
Folder 3. Vhig State Convention, Juns 17, 1840. Letters to Committee
of Reception; Towns of Medfield ~ Yarmouth
Folder L. VWhig State Convention, June 17, 18L40. Letters to Commitiee
on Addresses and Committee on Banners
Folder 5. VWhig State Convention, June 17, 18L0. Records of Deslegates
Folder 6. Letters Relating to the Whig Campaign in Worcester County, 1844

Cctavo volumes:

Volume #1. Militia. Sixth Division Records, 1822-1830
Volume #2. The Massachusetts Gazetteer

Oversize Misc. Mss. Box "M'":

Gensral Court Records, 1752;
Militia: Muster Rolls, 1722-1776;
Journals of Bach Provincial Congress, 1837.

Folio volumes:

Volume #1. Militia. Sixth and Seventh Division Records, 1819-1822

Volume #2. Militia. Roster of Officers of the Third and Sixth Divisions,
1831-1859

Volume #3. Militia. Third Division Records, 1834-1854



