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Member& of the Funk family of Ro County, Virginia, represented in this 
collection a,re Joseph Funk ( 1 7 7 7 - 1 8 6 2 G s  sons, Joseph (1816- ) , David (18181 

, Samuel (1819- ) , ~ o b n  (18 22- ) , Timothy (18 24-1909) , Solomon (1825- 
,. and .Bez@amin (1829- ) . t ? 
Joseph Etrntr resided in Singers Glen, near Hamisonburg, Virginia. He was a 

'land owner and farmer, schoolmaster, translator of religious works, the author and i 
:publisher of music books and several controversial pamphlets, head of a printing, ' i 
'publishing and bookbinding firm, and a famous itinerant teacher of vocal music. He[ *is credited w i t h  having established the first Me~lnonite printing press in the 
!United States, in 1847. 

H m b  of the correspondence concerns business a,rrangements for the printing snd 
,distribution of Joseph F&s*s book, A Compilation of Genuine Church Eusic,... It 

i 
jhcludes letters from men scattered throughout Virainia and border- states who I 
acted as sales agents for his book. Funk; often &ching music away-from home, mot' 
!,his sons extensively describing his travels, the schools he taught fn, and particu- 
! larly discugafng printing matters, Hls son T h o t h y  worked in their publishing firm 

--- (~oseph Fbk and sons) as a bookbinder, while Solomon,. aesiated bg Benjamin, was the 
t e  Jaw remained in B o c ~  County, faneing hia land and that of his fathe 
<-%+*Zhe family correspondence also related local. and family news. Benjanin F '  wrote j 

home describing his studies and living conditions while attending Richmond College. I 
The collection also contains numerous letters from Funkt s sons, Samuel, David, 1 

jmd Joseph. These pioneers settled in Tennessee, Ohio, and Missouri, respectively. ' 




