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First Unitarian Church (Worcester, Mass.), Recotd8§3-1963 Mss. boxes
“WH

Octavo vols.
“WH

Folio vol.s.
“WH

SizE OF COLLECTION:

eighteen manuscript boxes; twenty-seven octavowes twelve folio volumes

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON COLLECTION:

For a history of the Church, see Charles Ndistory of Wor cester and Its People (New
York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1919)|. 2, pp. 883-885.

There is a typescript volume in General Genealogmeter “First,” titledindex of Birth,
Marriage, and Death Records of the 1¥ Unitarian Church of Worcester (Worcester WPA,
1936).

SOURCE OF COLLECTION:

Deposit of First Unitarian Church (Worcester, Mass.

COLLECTION DESCRIPTION:

In 1785 a segment of the membership of the Firstg@xgational Church in Worcester,
Massachusetts, broke from that church due to autdispver the selection of Rev. Dr.
Aaron Bancroft (1755-1839) as minister. The newrch was incorporated in 1787 as the
Second Congregational Church, or Second Parisiortester under the ministry of Rev.
Bancroft. Later, it became known as the First &lman Church. The original
meetinghouse, built in 1791, was destroyed byifir#849 and rebuilt in 1851. A second
rebuilding occurred in 1939 following a hurricane.

The records of the First Unitarian Church spanptiiod 1783 to 1963 and include much
information concerning the church's founding, ipawation, financial history, and the
ministries of Bancroft, Alonzo Hill (1800-1871), &tin Samuel Garver (1847-1918), and
Edwin Mitchell Slocombe (1881-1947). The recorld® &ontain information derived from
newsclippings concerning more recent ministries@ndch events. The manuscript boxes
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include warrants calling for parish meetings, masubf meetings, membership records,
detailed reports of various church committees, bpedmmissions, land and pew deeds,
pew plans, and extensive specifications for thaiilging of the church. There are tax
collectors' and assessors' records, treasuremimtsg printed church programs and articles
of government, Sunday School registers, subscnipigis for the purchase of specific
church items, and many receipts, bills, and suadcpunts.

Church correspondence includes letters from thestens to the assessors concerning
salaries or resignations, letters of condolencenftbe membership upon the death of a
minister, and invitations to installations. Thdl@ction also contains the "Specifications of

the Causes of Complaint: First Parish of LunenpMgss.] vs. Rev. Ebenezer Hubbard (
-1858)," which was heard before an EcclesiasticalrCil in 1828.

The octavo and folio volumes are largely finanogaords, such as valuation lists, officers'
accounts, pew plans and rentals, Sunday Schootd®cand records of memberships,
marriages, and deaths. There are also biograptecalds of parish members kept by
various ministers, and the last sermons (boundnailg) delivered by Bancroft and Hill.
Parishioners whose names frequently appear on rjutist lists, land deeds, or bequests
are Isaiah Thomas (1749-1831), Edward Dillinghammg3a(1790-1838), and Stephen
Salisbury 11 (1798-1884).

See Contents List.
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FIRSTUNITARIAN CHURCH (WORCESTERMASS.), RECORDS 1783-1963

Box 1, Folder 1:

Box 1, Folder 2:
Box 1, Folder 3:
Box 1, Folder 4:
Box 1, Folder 5:

Box 2, Folder 1:
Box 2, Folder 2:
Box 2, Folder 3:

Box 3, Folder 1:
Box 3, Folder 2:

Box 3, Folder 4:
Box 3, Folder 5:

Box 4, Folder 1:
Box 4, Folder 2:
Box 4, Folder 3:
Box 4, Folder 4:
Box 4, Folder 5:
Box 4, Folder 6:

CONTENTSLIST

Lists, compiled 1949-1950, of AA&dings of First Unitarian
materials

Lists, compiled 1949-1950, of miate held by the Church

Original papers concerning thefation of the parish, 1785-1789

Biographical sketches of the aadjincorporators, typescript, undated

Essays on church history, typescti894-1915

Church Warrants and Petitions, 1790-1917

1790-1810 Box 2, Folder 4. 1866-1890
1811-1831 Box 2, Folder 5: 1891-1917
1832-1865

Minutes of Parish Meetings, Resolutions, 1783-1912
1783-1815 Box 3, Folder 3: 1850-1912
1816-1849

Membership Records, 1787-1919

1787-1835 Box 3, Folder 6: 1849-1919
1836-1848

Records of Committees, 1792-1916
Committee on ...

Accounts, Organization, 1792-1916
Taxes, Monies, 1793-1839
Pews, 1794-1867
Building Repairs, 1797-1882
Singing, 1808-1913
the Ministry, 1810-1867
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Box 4, Folder 7:
Box 4, Folder 8:
Box 4, Folder 9:

Box 4, Folder 10:

Box 5, Folder 1:
Box 5, Folder 2:

Box 5, Folder 4:

Box 5, Folder 5:

Box 6, Folder 1:

Box 6, Folder 2:

Box 6, Folder 3:

Box 6, Folder 4:
Box 6, Folder 5:
Box 6, Folder 6:

vs. Rev. Ebenezer Hubbard (
Council, 1828

Sunday School, 1829-1916

Settling with Individuals, Trusiirkds, 1830-1912
Bangs Library, 1839-1912

Contributions, 1868-1890

Church Correspondence, 1790-1957
1790-1835 Box 5, Folder 3: 1890-1957
1836-1889

Contracts and subscriptions, 17831

Pew plans and building specifaragi 1792-1900

Church attendance records andefteseous papers, 1818-1951
"Specifications of the Causes ofplaint: First Parish of Lunenburg
-1858), " heardrbedn Ecclesiastical

Bonds, appointments, commissidr883-1870
Certificates of officers' oathg93-1884
Special church service prograr88911914
Sunday School registers and paf867-1910

Monthly Calendars, Articles of Government, and @tfPented Materials, 1880-1938

Box 7, Folder 1:
Box 7, Folder 3:
Box 7, Folder 4:

Box 8, Folder 1:

Box 8, Folder 3:
Box 8, Folder 4:

Box 9, Folder 1:
Box 9, Folder 2:

Box 10, Folder 1:
Box 10, Folder 2:
Box 10, Folder 3:

Box 10, Folder 6:

Box 11, Folder 1:
Box 11, Folder 2:

1880-1914 Box 7, Folder 2: 191389
Parish yearbooks, 1914-1916
Newsclippings, 1912-1963
Tax Collector's Records, 1796-1862
1796-1807 Box 8, Folder 2: 180828

Assessors' Records and Reports, 1802-1917

1802-1844 Box 8, Folder 5: 1873-1900

1845-1872 Box 8, Folder 6: 1901-1917
Treasurer's Accounts, 1798-1924

1798-1829 Box 9, Folder 3: 1871-1890

1830-1870 Box 9, Folder 4: 1891-1924

Land and Pew Deeds, Attachments, 1794-1900

1794-1829 Box 10, Folder 4: 1852-1875
1830-1839 Box 10, Folder 5: 1876-1900
1840-1851

Insurance policies, 1830-1865

Bills, Receipts, Accounts, 1787-1915
1787-1804 Box 11, Folder 3: 1811-1815
1805-1810 Box 11, Folder 4: 1816-1826
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Box 11, Folder 5:
Box 11, Folder 6:
Box 12, Folder 1:
Box 12, Folder 2:
Box 12, Folder 3:
Box 12, Folder 4:
Box 12, Folder 5:
Box 12, Folder 6:
Box 13, Folder 1:
Box 13, Folder 2:
Box 14, Folder 5:
Box 13, Folder 4:
Box 13, Folder 5:

Box 15, Folder 6:

Box 16, Folder 1:
Box 16, Folder 2:
Box 16, Folder 3:
Box 16, Folder 4:
Box 16, Folder 5:
Box 16, Folder 6:
Box 16, Folder 7:
Box 16, Folder 8:
Box 17, Folder 1:
Box 17, Folder 2:
Box 17, Folder 3:
Box 17, Folder 4:
Box 17, Folder 5:
Box 17, Folder 6:
Box 17, Folder 7:
Box 17, Folder 8:
Box 18, Folder 1:
Box 18, Folder 2:
Box 18, Folder 3:
Box 18, Folder 4:
Box 18, Folder 5:
Box 18, Folder 6:
Box 18, Folder 7:
Box 18, Folder 8:

1827-1829
1830-1834
1835-1841
1842-1846
1847-1850
1851

1852-1866
1867-1869
1870-1872
1873-1874
1884

1877-1878
1879

Box 14, Folder 1:
Box 14, Folder 2:
Box 14, Folder 3:
Box 14, Folder 4:
Box 14, Folder 6:
Box 15, Folder 1:
Box 15, Folder 2:
Box 15, Folder 3:
Box 13, Folder 3:
Box 15, Folder 4:
Box 15, Folder 5:

1880
1881
1882
1883
1885
1886
1887
1888
1875-1876
1889
1890

Bills, Receipts, Accounts, 1787-1915 (cont.)

1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915



Octavo Volume 1;

Octavo Volume 2;

Octavo Volume 3:

Octavo Volume 4:

Octavo Volume 5;:

Octavo Volume 6:

Octavo Volume 7:

Octavo Volume 8:

Octavo Volume 9:

Octavo Volume 10:

Octavo Volume 11:

Octavo Volume 12:

Octavo Volume 13:

Octavo Volume 14:

Octavo Volume 15:

Octavo Volume 16:

Octavo Volume 17:

Octavo Volume 18:

Records of Marriages and Deatri8541839
--includes marriages performed by Rev. Aaron Baiitct 786-1839; records of
deaths and causes, 1785-1839

Records of Marriages, 1828-1919
--most performed by Rev. Alonzo Hill

Records of Members of the Secarsk, 1827-1832
--with reasons for withdrawal from membership

Records of Members of the SecandP, 1832-1857
List of Members of the Second $ari840-1841

Records of Members, 1851-1919
--with occasional record of death

Records of Parish Calls, 1827 tkgmRev. Alonzo Hill
--with biographical and/or genealogical notationacerning specific members

Records of Officers and MembeBg211847
--with marginal remarks

Death Records, 1836-1919, Kephinéiy Rev. Alonzo Hill
--with age of deceased, names of relatives, caludeath, and assessments of their
character

Records of Committees on ChuairsF1923-1928
--including lists of members on sub-committees| amounts earned

Sunday School SuperintendenteiRkeBook, 1868-1871
--includes class registers, minutes of committeetings, names of contributors

Sunday School SuperintendenteieBook, 1879-1880

Records of Assessors' Meetingjs4-11891
--with minutes of meetings

Records of Assessors' Meeting81-11914
--includes election results and various commiteg®rts

Records of the Sale of Pews, 1IE32
--with names of purchasers, price appraised, &nd paid

Parish Tax Records, 1856-1857
--includes real, personal, poll, and pew taxes

Parish Tax Records, 1861-1866

Parish Pew Taxes, 1871-1879



First Unitarian Church (Worcester, Mass.), Records, 1783-1963  Collection Description (cont.) 7

Octavo Volume 19:

Octavo Volume 20:

Octavo Volume 21:

Octavo Volume 22:

Octavo Volume 23:

Octavo Volume 24:

Octavo Volume 25:

Octavo Volume 26:

Octavo Volume 27:
Folio Volume 1:

Folio Volume 2:

Folio Volume 3:

Folio Volume 4:

Folio Volume 5:

Folio Volume 6:

Folio Volume 7:

Folio Volume 8:

Folio Volume 9:

Parish Pew Taxes, 1880-1890

37 Notebooks: Records of Parsstes and Valuations, 1807-1831
--includes poll, real, personal, income, and pexes$

Parish Treasurer's Accounts, &R
--with amount and descriptions of income and egjiares

Parish Treasurer's Accounts,
--with amounts of contributions and cost of chunthintenance)

Parish Treasurer's Accounts ambRs, 1829-1874
--with descriptions of income and expendituresi anumeration of contributions to
various charitable societies

Parish Treasurer's Accounts, 181

Parish Treasurer's Accounts, 1B92
--includes records of contributions, parish codtsations to missions, and costs of
building new church

Last Sermon by Dr. Aaron Ban¢@ftJanuary 1839 (bound original)

Last Sermon by Dr. Alonzo HillDttober 1865 (bound original)

Second Parish Church Records, 1I/88
--includes copy of covenant of 1785 with signasuséoriginal members; new
covenant with signatures, 1898; minutes of chureltings, 1786-1850; baptismal
records, 1785-1850

Second Parish Records, vol. 1, 17821
--includes warrants of parish meetings, minutemeétings, lists of pew grants,
treasurer's accounts

Second Parish Records, vol. 2, 18226
--with pew plans and copies of pew deeds

Second Parish Records, vol. 3, 18350
Second Parish Records, vol. 4,%118885
Second Parish Valuation and Prgpeaixes, 1833-1834 (in Chart Form)

Second Parish Valuation Lists arsséssments, vol. 1, 1834-1839
--with lists of poll, real, and personal taxesgtvalue and reduced value

Second Parish Valuation Lists arsséssments, vol. 2, 1840-1853

Second Parish Sunday School Reca&i7-1913
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--includes minutes of committee meetings, officeports and School
correspondence

Folio Volume 10: Second Parish Records, 1785-1913
--with lists of important dates in church's histaropy of covenant, records of
church meetings and other business, and recotosptitms

Folio Volume 11.: Second Parish Pew Rentals, vdl894-1902
--includes owners' names, portions owned, ancevailypew

Folio Volume 12: Second Parish Pew Rentals, val9p3-1912



