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Hource of collection:

Source unknown

Collection Description:

Ephraim George Squier (1821-1888) and Dr. Edwin Hamilton Davis (1811-1888)
of Chillicothe, Ohio were antiquarian authors who became authorities in the field |
of Indian antiquities. Mr. Squier was editor of the Scioto Gazette in Ohio when he :
began investigating the moundbuilders of the Scioto Valley under the tutelage of
Dr. Davis, an Ohio physician who wrote for several historical and medical Jjournals.
Squier was later appointed Charge d'affaires to Guatemala and other Ceniral America
states and negotiated the preliminary agreements which led to the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty in 185Q.

This collection contains documents outlining the research activity of Squier
and Davis, 18447-1818, in preparation for a book they were to produce entitled
Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley (Washington: Smithsonian Institution,
1848). Included is a page proof and prospectus of the book, letters written by {
Davis, primarily to the American Antiquarian Society, requesting financial aid for
the undertaking, and the Society's detailed report on its investigations into their
work while considering support of the project. The collection also contains many
charts, maps, surveys, and sketches relative to prehistoric mounds located in Chio, |
especially the Chillicothe and Scioto Valley areas. Notations on measurement and ,'bhie
i type of art, implements, metals, and minerals found within the mounds, .80,
' 8ketches of pipes and hieroglyphic rocks, are also included.

L — .

i B T R

| ) 1), March 1977




