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Edward Francis Coffin (1873-1949) was born in Nashua, N.H., and died in Worcester, Mass.  He 
graduated from Wesleyan University in 1895 and joined his father's Worcester firm, E. W. 
Coffin Company, which sold store fixtures.  Coffin was also a successful book dealer.  He was 
Secretary of the Worcester Historical Society, and gave many pamphlets, rare books, and 
manuscripts to the American Antiquarian Society. 
 
This collection of correspondence, which is arranged alphabetically, deals exclusively with 
Coffin's book dealership from 1912 to 1915.  Coffin corresponded with many well-known book 
dealers and autograph dealers, including Walter Romeyn Benjamin (1854-1943), Patrick Kevin 
Foley (1856-1937), Harriette Merrifield Forbes (1856-1951), Charles Eliot Goodspeed (1867-
1950), Stanislaus Vincent Henkels (1854-1926), and James Hilton Manning (1854-1925).  The 
subjects of the letters include the buying and selling of rare books and manuscripts, autograph 
letters, early Italian Art Prints, miniatures, U.S. stamps, antique silver and plate, daguerreotypes, 
and etc.  Copies of autograph letters being discussed are sometimes included. 
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Abbott, Edward J. (Fonda, N.Y.) [2] 
Albery, F. F. D. (Columbus, Ohio) [1] 
American Art News (New York, N.Y.)[6] 
Asmus, Grover H. [1] 
Ayer, Dana S. (Worcester, Mass.) [3] 
Ballard, Harlan H. 
  see Berkshire Athenaeum 
Barry, Eugene & Sons 
  see Barry, Theodore W. 
Barry, Theodore W. (Ayer, Mass.) [14] 
Bayley, Frank W. (Boston, Mass.) [4] 
Baylis, J. Gilbert (Montreal, Canada) [1] 
Benjamin, Walter R. (New York, N.Y.) [5] 
Berkshire Athenaeum (Pittsfield, Mass.) [1] 
Black, Joseph E. (Richmond, Mo.) [5] 
Blackwell, Henry (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Boston Journal 
  see Green, Walton A. 
Bostonian Society (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Brentano's (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Bretano, Arthur  (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Burroughs, W. B. (Brunswick, Ga.) [3] 
C. F. Libbie & Co. 
  see Libbie, C. F. & Co. 
Cajori, Florian (Colorado Springs, Col.) [1] 
Charles W. Turner & Co. 
  see Merserve, Frederick H. 
Clark, J. C. L. (Lancaster, Mass.) [3] 
Clearwater, Alphonso T. (Kingston, N.Y.) [9] 
Cleveland Stamp Company 
  see Whittaker, W. G. 
Colorado College 
  see Cajori, Florian 
Colvin, Wm. H. (Chicago, Ill.) [2] 
Conner Mary Darch (Rowlandville, Md.) [1] 
Diocese of Montreal 
  see Baylis, J. Gilbert 
Elliott, James B. 
  see Paine, Thomas, National Historical Association 
Eugene Barry & Sons 
  see Barry, Theodore W. 
Flint, Harriet Blair (Collinsville) [1] 
Foley, P. K. (Boston, Mass.) [5] 
Forbes, Harriette M. (Worcester, Mass.) [1] 
Forehand, Frederic (Worcester, Mass.) [1] 
Frank, Corwin (Brockton, Mass.) [1] 
Goodspeed, Charles E. (Boston, Mass.) [3] 
Goodspeed's Book Shop 
  see Goodspeed, Charles E. 
Green, Walton A. (Boston, Mass.) [6] 
Hale, Matthew (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Hapgood, Norman (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Harper's Weekly 

  see Hapgood, Norman 
Hart, Charles Henry (Philadelphia, Pa. and New 

York, N.Y.) [6] 
Haynes-Liberia Auctions 
  see Whittaker, W. G. 
Heartman, Chas. Fred. (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Henkels, Stan V. (Philadelphia, Pa.) [3] 
Holmes, Oliver Wendell (Washington, D.C.) [1] 
Illinois State Art Commission (Springfield, Ill.) [1] 
Illinois State Historical Society (Springfield, Ill.) [11] 
J., D. R. [1] 
Jackson, Guy A. (Boston, Mass.) [5] 
Jamaica (W.I.). Registry of Titles Office [1] 
Knoedler, M., & Co. (New York, N.Y.) [2] 
Koch, Theodore W. (Ann Arbor, Mich.)[1] 
Lawrence, Charles H. (New York, N.Y.) [18] 
Lee, Homer (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Libbie, C. F., & Co. (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Library of Congress 
  see Putnam, Herbert 
M. Knoedler & Co. 
  see Knoedler, M., & Co. 
Macbeth, William (New York, N.Y.) [6] 
Macmurphy, Jesse G. (Derry, N.H.) [2] 
Madigan, Patrick Francis (New York, N.Y.) [6] 
Malkan, Henry (New York, N.Y.) [6] 
Manning, James H. (Albany, N.Y.) [26] 
 
McIlhenny, John A. 
  see United States Civil Service Commission 
Merserve, Frederick H. (New York, N.Y.) [8] 
Metropolitan Art Association (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Miller, A. A. (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Moffett, M. S. 
  see Brentano's 
Moore, John Basset [1] 
Morison, Samuel Eliot (Berkeley, Calif) [4] 
Museum of Fine Arts 
  see Thompson, H. E. 
Naval Library and Institute (Charlestown, Mass.) [1] 
New York Public Library (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
North, Ernest Dressel (New York, N.Y.) [3] 
Ober, Eleanor Francis (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
O'Connor, John Christopher (New York, N.Y.) [4] 
Paine, Thomas, National Historical Association [5] 
Pattison, Everett W. (St. Louis, Mo.) [2] 
Picqua Historical Society 
  see Rayner, J. A. 
Post, Regis Henri, Mrs. (Bayport, L.I., N.Y.) [1] 
Powers, L. M. (Haverhill, Mass.) [1] 
Pratt, Charles M. (Brooklyn, N.Y.) [1] 
Putnam, Herbert (Washington, D.C.) [2] 
Raimond Duy Baird Memorial Association 
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  see Steele, E. L. 
Rayner, J. A. (Piqua, Ohio) [1] 
Read, Charles F. 
  see Bostonian Society 
Register of Copyrights (Washington, D.C.) [1] 
Rehnee, John M. (Springfield, Mass.) [1] 
Rhode Island School of Design (Providence, R.I.) [2] 
Roller, John E. (Harrisonburg, Va.) [2] 
Rosenbach, A. S. W. 
  see Rosenbach Company 
Rosenbach Company (Philadelphia, Pa.) [3] 
Rowe, L. Earle 
  see Rhode Island School of Design 
Ryder, D. G. H. (Quincy, Mass.) [1] 
Sachs, R. (New York, N.Y.) [3] 
Samuel T. Freeman and Co. 
  see Henkels, Stan V. 
Seers, J. H. (Leyton, Eng.) [3] 
Shays, Francis Theodore (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Smith, George D. (New York, N.Y.) [8] 
Steele, E. L. (Hartford, Conn.) [1] 
Stone, Benjamin H. 
  see Worcester Art Museum 
Sykes, McCole & Potter (New York, N.Y.) [1] 
Thayer, Nathaniel, Mrs. 
  see Thayer, P. B. 

Thayer, P. B. (Lancaster, Mass.) [3] 
Thomas Paine National Historical Association 
Thompson, H. E. (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Tishler, S. (Boston, Mass.) [1] 
Townsend, James B. 
  see American Art News 
United States Civil Service Commission 

(Washington, D.C.) [4] 
University of California 
  see Morison, Samuel Eliot 
University of Michigan 
  see Koch, Theodore W. 
Weber, Jessie Palmer 
  see Illinois State Historical Society 
Whittaker, W. G. (Cleveland, Ohio) [5] 
Widmer, Frederick T. (Boston, Mass.) [17] 
Wiecker, Otto (Boston, Mass.) [6] 
Williams, A. D. (Watertown, N.Y.) [1] 
Williams, Americus D. 
  see Williams Directory Company 
Williams & Shuping (Greenboro, N.C.) [1] 
Williams Directory Company (Cincinnati, Ohio) [1] 
Wm. H. Colvin & Co. 
  see Colvin, Wm. H. 
Worcester Art Museum (Worcester, Mass.) [2] 
 

 



*Number in brackets indicates number of documents in the collection associated with that person. 
 


