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For a biographical sketch of Edwin Conant, see Char les Nutt, H story of
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Source of collection:

Gift of Worcester Society of Natural History, 1932

Col | ection description:

Edwin Conant (1810-1904), son of Jacob (1783-1839) and Relief Burpee Conant,
was born in Sterling, Mass. He graduated from Harv ard University in 1829. He
studied law at the Harvard Law School and also with Rejoice Newton and William
Lincoln in Worcester, Mass. In 1833, he moved to Worcester.  After
approximately ten years of practice, he engaged in business and became
prominent in the state militia and held offices in the First Unitarian Church

of Worcester. He was generous with his wealth and he bequeathed his mansion at
the corner of Harvard and State streets in Worceste r to the Natural History
Society. He also gave a substantial building to th e town of Sterling for a

public library and offices for town officials.

This collection of papers consists of material belo nging to Jacob Conant as
well as his son, Edwin. The material pertaining to Jacob is largely made up of
deeds and various legal documents. Most of the dee ds concern land transactions
in Sterling, Mass. Several transactions in Worcest er and other towns in
Worcester County are also recorded. Included among the legal documents are:
warrants, indentures, bonds, and documents appointi ng Jacob administrator of
estates and Justice of Peace. There are also sever al insurance policy

statements and receipts belonging to Jacob.
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notes of evidence, affidavits, summonses, indentur
and power of attorney documents. There are several
to terms as a Justice of the Peace for Worcester Co
certificates revealing Conant's involvement in the
collection also includes numerous deeds of Edwin Co
the deeds refer to land transactions in Worcester.
Conant receipts are contained in the collection.
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