
American Antiquarian Society 

Hanuscript Collections 

Name of collection: Location : 

Dewey-Bliss Family Papers, 1792-1950 Stacks; oversize items 
in Oversize mss. "D" 

Size of collection: N.U.C.H.C. number: 

52 manuscript boxes; 1 oversize manuscript box; 35 
octavo volumes; 7 folio volumes RLIN id: 

Sources of infomation on collection: 

See accompanying sheet(s) for additional information. 

Source of collection: 

Gifts of Henry B. Dewey, 1989, 1991, 1992, 1993 

Collection description: 

This collection, representing five generations of the Dewey family of 
Williamstown, Northampton, and Worcester, Mass., and four generations of the 
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r:Yg Bliss family of Royalston and Worcester, Mass., includes correspondence to and 
%rw among the family members as well as diaries, account books, school themes and 

notebooks, receipted bills, business documents, newsclippings and photographs. 
All five generations of Dewey men represented here were lawyers, four graduated 
from Williams College, three were judges, and three shared the same name, Francis 
Henshaw Dewey. Harrison Bliss (1812-1882)--whose daughter, Lizzie (1856-1950), 
married Francis H. Dewey I1 (1856-1933), thereby connecting the two families-- 
became a highly successful entrepreneur in the booming Worcester of the mid-19th 
century. A sizeable portion of the collection was generated by the women of the 
family . 
The letters are organized by recipient. Daniel Dewey (1766-1815), attended Yale 
College and was an attorney in Williamstown. Among the earliest letters in this 
collection is one written in 1807 by Daniel to his son Charles Augustus Dewey 
(1793-1866) who was at Lenox Academy. He also set down in the family Bible his 
religious philosophy and the names of his ancestors. Daniel was elected to 
Congress in 1813 but resigned the following year to accept an appointment to the 
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 

Charles Augustus Dewey graduated from Williams College in 1811 and practiced law 
in Williamstown and Northampton until he too was named to the Supreme Judicial 
Court in 1837. He married twice; his first wife was Frances Aurelia Henshaw 
(1796-1821) and his second Caroline Hannah Clinton (1800-1864). Notable are the 
11 gossipy letters to Frances written by her friend Molly Hooker ( - ) 
between 1814 and 1819, as well as both sides of a correspondence between Frances 














































































