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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION:

Ferdinand Joseph Fuller Crossman (1834-1864) ah®BMartin Luther ( -1855) and Experience Rabb
Crossman ( -1834) of Sutton, Mass., settled small farm in South Sutton, Mass., worked occaalgrin the
P. Whitin and Sons cotton mill in Whitinsville, Masand performed various jobs for others. DutirgCivil
War he enlisted in the Union Army and was takesqrer at the Battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse @y 864.
He died at Andersonville prison in Georgia on 1 Asty1864.

Crossman married, in 1855, Adelaide Isham (18372189 Williston, Vt.; they had three children. Adile
Isham Crossman married Frederick P. Burr (1848-c. 1866, and moved eventually to Lawrence, Kahere
she died in 1892.

The diaries were kept primarily by Adelaide, altgbuhe greater part of the first volume, 1855, keyst by
Ferdinand. The last volume, 1867, was written biglaide, but contains several passages writterrdgyefick.

The diaries contain rather terse daily entriestiey provide information concerning life on a shfiaim in
central Massachusetts during the middle part ohtheteenth century. They also include cash adsoun
interspersed among the entries and listed at thi®keach volume. The 1864 account list inclugeipes; the
1856 diary contains a loose receipt with two peskdtches on the verso; and the volume for 186%amseven
newsclippings of romantic poems.

The entries refer to the daily household tasksdélaide and the farm chores of her husband. Fandimwas also
involved in drawing and selling logs, rolling logsmill, attending auctions, working on an ice haus a shop,
and at the Whitinsville mill. He wife sewed clatgifor profit. She refers to visits, the birthhar first child, and
her husband’s capture and eventual death in 1864.volume for 1867 reveals details of a somewlatm
prosperous life for Adelaide and Frederick. Therons household chores and farm work continuenaunetare
references to attending dances, parties, conegrtssewing circle meetings.
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CONTENTSLIST

Octavo Volume

1 Ferdinand J. F. Crossman and Adelaide I. Crossbiary, 1855
2  Adelaide I. Crossman, Diary, 1856

--includes one loose item

Adelaide I. Crossman, Diary, 1857

Adelaide I. Crossman, Diary, 1864

Adelaide I. C. Burr and Frederick P. Burr, Diatg67

--includes seven newspaper clippings



