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Bg unidentified prisoner kept a diary while incaxcerated rin the Kassachn- . / s e t t s  Sta te  Prison i n  Charlestown, ~ s a c h u s e t t s ,  following h i s  trial i n  January 

1 1862. He apparently copied selected portions, 1862-1864, t i t l e d  them "Prom- 
I iscuous Leaves from M$ Diary,lq and inscribed them to  the "honorable Anthony S. 

Eforse, one of the inspectors of the Ifass. State Prison." The author claimed 
that he w a s  innocent and W been arrested i n  Boston for  forger$ peqetrated 
by another person, namely George A. Ti r r e l l  ( - ) , a Boston artist and 
entrepreneur who had once defrauded the author while they were engaged i n  m i n i n g  
i n  C a l i f o d a .  The author w a s  a native of blew York and ha& d s o  worked as a 
stonecutter and a produce merchant, -the Patter i n  Milwaukee, Wiscorain. ! 

TheConvict fsDiarydescr ibespr isonrules , thekindnessesof thewarden : 
and guards, the dis t rus t  of the resident minister, and v i s i t s  paid to  the 
ins t i tu t ion by reformist speakers. The author renders an emotiona3 assessment ! 
of his l i f e ,  his regrets, and his bitterness against Tir re l l .  Included are i 
poems on his arrest-and imprisonment, and an open l e t t e r  to  the pfiscm authorities! j detailing the story of his alleged crime. There i s  an appendix to that  l e t t e r  

1 containing copies of depositions made i n  court by several witnesses, While i n  1 prison, the author fashioned a miniature stone nonment to  the Civil War dead, t 

and several times volunteered himself as a replacement f o r  fallen soldiers, j 
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