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Cephas Brigham (1821-1890), the son of Joel and Elizabeth (Brown) Brigham, was a schoolteacher and, 
later, a lawyer.  He started teaching school in North Leverett, Mass., in the winter of 1841-1842 and met 
his wife, Lucy Elmira Graves (1827-1887, while teaching there the following winter.  They were 
married in May 1846.  The Brighams lived in Montague, Mass., where Brigham taught school.  He also 
taught school in Ashland, Mass., and manufactured brooms for a time.  In 1854 they moved to West 
Dedham, Mass., where Brigham continued teaching until 1861 when they moved to Auburndale, Mass.  
In 1868 Brigham became a lawyer. 
 
This series of seven notebooks, evidently incomplete, begins with entries on 1 July 1887 (ten days 
before the death of Lucy) and continued to 26 July 1890.  They are a mixture of diary entries and 
reminiscences in the form of a sketch of Lucy.  The theme is the sense of loss felt by Brigham after the 
passing of his wife and his efforts to recapture their relationship in a rambling reminiscence from 1843 
to 1861 which constitutes many of the diary entries.  Brigham enters copies of forty-one letters between 
his wife and himself. 
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