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j Collection descrirt ion: 
, The ;Enemaem Society was organized by the men of Rev. K2tha.n F iske ls  (1733- 
, 3799) paris11 i n  Brookfield, l4ass. f o r  the purposes of practicing public speaking 
: ane the writing of essays. With Fiske a s  the i r  president, the club met every two 
: weeks and included a s  members and contributors many eminent Brookfield c i t izens ,  
, izclv.i!ing Pliny PIerrick ( 1755-1814), Geors  Eaxter Upha ( 1768-1833), &right Foster 

(1757-1823), and Col. Seth Banister (1739-1819). 
The col lect ion consis ts  of one octavo volume of 181 pag?s, c o ~ t a i n i n g  the re- 

! cords of the Society from 1789 to  1794, and a ~ernbersirip l i s t .  Zhtries f o r  each 
rnwtlng include the topics of forensic exercises, orations, and exteapore disputes, r 

, wit11 the vote of the meabers on each issue; the ?resentation of dialogue f ros  
contexporarjr pla3;s; and the production o f  compositioris, essays, and declclmations 

! 

I 
fcr p b i i c a t i o n  i n  the T:iorcester Say and the gzzine under such 
pse~i3;1>xs as the ftk'arcester Speculator" and the "General Observer." I b s t  were 

b k - r i b t m  by Rev. Fiske, and were l a t e r  com~ilsd in to  his ivloral Nonitor (1601). The 

I 
debdbes and writings focused on social ,  p?xilosophical, religious, and g o l i t i c a l  
qu-stions of the day ( G . ~ .  the pol l  tax, l o t t e r i e s ,  iuprisonnent of debtors, 
aar;:u$tion of s t a t e  debts) and ref lect  the various views taken on these issces. 
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