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First suggested in 1796 by John Brown of Providence, the Blackstone 

merchants, however, forced Massachusetts to veto the proposal. By 1822 
I Canal project was quickly approved by the Rhode Island legislature. Boston , 

the economic growth of the Blackstone Valley necessitated s better nethod 1 
f of freight traasportation and in 1823 acts of incorporation were passed 
I by both Rhode Island and llassachusetts. In 1825 the Blackstore Canal 
) Coapaqy was formed by consolidating the two compeaies in ikssachusetts 

I 
I 

1 and Rhode Island. The co~snioners chosen were Edward Carrington (1775- 
1843), Moses B . Ives (1794-1857), and Stephen H. Smith of Rhode Island 

i 1854) of Massachusetts. The Canal, 45 miles long from Providence to 
and John W. Lincoln (1787-1852), Sylvanus Holbrook, and John Davis (1787- 

j 
Worcester, was completed in 1828 and prospered for about 7 years, although 1 
plagued by winter ice and occasional scarcity of water. With the coining 

a I of the first train into Worcester in 1835, the Canal's usefulness declined 
and its business gradually decreased. The Canal continued to carry commercq 
for another 13 years until 1848. 

The collection was preserved mainly by William Lincoln (1803-1843), a 

I 
historian of Worcester, and covers the history of the Canal from its 

I 
I I 






