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Bequest of Michael Papantonio, 1978

Collection Description:

Benson John Lossing (1813-1891), wood—engraver, author and editor, was bornin Beekman, Duchess County, New York on Feb. 12, 1813. Left an orphan at the ageof eleven, he was apprenticed to a watchmaker in Poughkeepsie, New York and atthe age of twenty—two, he became joint editor of the Poughkeepsie Teleaph. In1838 he moved to New York City where he became a wood-engraver. In 18L8, financedby Harper Bros., he made a narrative sketchbook of the American Revolution, whichwas followed by numerous and very successful narrative sketchbooks of Americanpersons and events.
This volume contains material dated o. 183 1—1833 and entered by Lossing inthe Album (New Haven: Du.rrie and. Peck and N.S.S. Jocelyn, 1826). It is a collect—ion of poems, acrostics, words for songs, and conundrums that are largely origina]4It also contains an inked drawing of a factory and inked copies of a skull andswords in the British Museum, as well as water-colors of fruits, flowers andanimals. Included in the volume are copies of the signatures of the signers ofthe Declaration of Independence.

The volume is of fine, black leather, richly tooled with the name “Benson J.Lossing” on the outside front cover.
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