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Finding Aids: 

This diary is  reprinted i n  Phi l ip  Chadwick Foster Smith, ed., The - 
Journals of Ashley Bowen (1728-1813) of Marblehead ( 2  vols. ; CSalem, - 
Mass.3: Peabody Museum of Salem i n  conjunction with the Colonial 
Society of Massachusetts, 1973). 
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Source o f  collec"' clan: Copies a v a i l ~ b l e :  

G i f t  of the e s t a t e  of W i l l i a m  Bentley? 
No copies available 
due to the d e t e r i o r ~  
condition of the 
original.  

Ashley Bowen (1728-1813) o f  PIarblehead, Mass., was a seamcia and 
merchant captain, a ship rigger,  mender of sails, p r o l i f i c  d ia r i s t ,  
an untrained but expressive artist, a committed Anglican, a reluctant  
L03~alist; husband of three wives pad fa ther  of fourteen children. 
Among h i s  other achievements w a s  h i s  f a i t h f u l  recording of events 
i n  ,Wblehead during the ear ly  years of the Revolution, e s p e c i d l y  the 
coastal  conf l ic t  between the Continental and Royal navies. This volun~ 
also contains an account of the his tory of S t .  Nichael's Episcopal 
Church of Marblehead, as well as deliberations by delegates fron 
Middle Atlantic and New England s t a t e s  i n  organizing the Anglican 
Church in to  the Episcopal Church i n  1789 1790. There are also 
accounts f o r  the period 1748 t o  1750 f o r  Marblehead f ishe~man John 
Pdlaer. 


