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Amy Barnes (1859- ), the daughter of George 8a(A815- ) and Mary Ware (Lincoln) Barnes (182,
was a native of Northborough, Mass. She had a&caea cook and as a teacher of cooking in Wangest
Boston, and New Bedford, Mass. In 1892 she maSmauel Taylor Maynard (1844-1923), a teacher and
horticulturalist.

Melora Fletcher Pratt (1837-1928) lived in Worceskass., the wife of Henry Salem Pratt (1836-1943)
successful businessman. They had no childrengthdelora seems to have assumed a maternal rofrddwo
young men, Heinrich and Charley, who may have texhet the same boarding house as her. It was Aipgn
however, that she lavished her praise and affeztiioencouragement. She sought opportunities for thm
establish cooking classes locally and helped taramg them.

The collection consists of eighty letters, the migjovritten to Amy between 1883 and 1889, and riyostitten
by Melora. Both were active in the First Unitar@hurch of Worcester and much of the correspondsnce
concerned with the affairs of the church and itenimers. Running through the early letters is aenirof
unhappiness at the departure from Worcester of Etlitanry Hall (1831-1912), their beloved Unitariamister
and cousin of Amy. The candidates for the vacptepit are critiqued by Melora, who held some fioginions.
She was opposed to drinking, smoking, and secosttss—particularly the Masons. Melora was supperof
women—"“1 do feel especially pleased to see a womake a success of anything.” She encouraged Amy to
invest in western farm loans as she had done; rgjeel the superintendent of public schools in Wasses add
cooking classes to the curriculum; and more tranily, she was a member and treasurer of the \Wtance
Woman'’s Club, the Employment Society, and sevartiical societies.

The collection also contains one letter to EdwaadnBs (1857-1885), brother of Amy, dated 26 Mai@h6l
from Mary E. Smith of Northborough, Mass.

See Contents List.
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AMY BARNES, CORRESPONDENCE1876;1883-1889
CONTENTSLIST

Manuscript Box

Correspondence, n.d.; 1876; 1883-1889
n.d. (5 letters)
n.d.; 1876 (4 letters)
--includes one letter to Edward Barnes
1883 April-May (4 letters)
1883 June (3 letters)
1883 July (10 letters)
1883 August-September (5 letters)
1883 October-1884 June (4 letters)
1884 July-October (6 letters)
1884 December-1885 April (7 letters)
: 1885 July-October (5 letters)
: 1885 November-1886 February (5 letters)
: 1886 March-May (5 letters)
: 1886 June-1887 August (5 letters)
: 1887 December-1888 August (5 letters)
: 1888 September-1889 February (4 letters)
: 1889 April-December (3 letters)

: Biographical notes
: Processor’s notes



