
NAME OF COLLECT~ON: LOCA ~ o N ( s ) :  

Allen-Johnson Family, Papers, 1759- 1992 Mss. boxes " A  
Octavo vols. "A" 
Oversize mss. boxes "A" 

thirty-seven manuscript boxes; sixty-four octavo volumes; three oversize folders 

Some materials in the collection were the gift of Frederick H. Johnson, 1990; the majority of the 
collection was the gift of the issue of Leonard W. Johnson, 200 1 

Joseph Allen (1 790- 1873), the son of Phineas and Ruth Smith Allen, graduated from Harvard in 18 1 1. 
He then studied for the ministry and in 1816 was called by the town of Northborough to be its third 
minister. It was a post he held for forty years, until he voluntarily relinquished his pulpit duties and his 
salary. He remained, however, engaged in church affairs as senior pastor. 

Until the disestablishment of the church in Massachusetts in 1833 Allen, as the Congregationalist 
minister, was minister of the entire town of Northborough and chairman of the district school 
committee. It was a role he relished: the school children were invited to play in his extensive gardens; 
he arranged for young women to earn, through their handiwork, money to purchase books for a library; 
and he instituted a series of public lyceums. 

Soon after arriving in Northborough, Joseph and his wife opened a school to earn extra income and 
eventually to be able to educate their own family of seven children at home. The Allen School was a 
Northborough institution for decades. 

Joseph Allen was a beloved figure in his community. He was more widely honored by being chosen as 
a delegate to the Paris Peace Convention in 1849 and as a representative to the Massachusetts General 
Court, for a four-month term in 1864. His influence in Unitarian circles was far-reaching. Within a 








































