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Collection description: 

Abner Brotmell (1756-1851) of Dartutoutn, Nass., son of Beaamin and 1 
Phoebe Pot ter  Brownell, was a t a i l o r  of indifferent Quaker faith. until, a i conversion experience after part icipat ion as a Son of Liberty i n  an alann 1 i n  1775 o r  1776. He soon bscame aa ardent follower of Jemima Wilkinson i 

i (1752-1819), the "Public Universal Friend," anrl took t o  t ravel l ing  through-( 
i out Southeastern f.lassachusetts, Rhode Island, and extreme Southeastern i 3 Coniiecticut on behalf of the Friends. He n m i e d  H m a h  Crazy (1761-1837) . 
j i n  1784; she bore him ten children, e ight  of: whoa survived h i m .  i 

i 

These two volumes contain essays on rel igious theaes and a brief auto-i 1 biographical preface (written i n  1779) ; but generally they record  mim mall^ 
1 t ravels  throu&out Southzastern New England. There is a careful log  of ' 

neetings conducted in various communities, a record of where ~oeals  were 1 
i taken and uhele shelter f o r  the evening secured. I I 
I I n i t i a l l y  a member of the retinue of Jemima WiUcinson, Brownell began ; i 
1 t o  t ravel  and preach on his own, evsn teaching school. He s e t t l e d  in 1 

Dartmouth, IIass., i n  1781;. The diary is sketchy a f t e r  1784, and there is 
no infornation pertaining t o  the ba lwce  of Brormellrs long life, 
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